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[STORY  has  been  ftiled,  "  The  evidence 
X>f  time — ^The  light  of  truth— The  fchool 
?tue — The  depofitory  of  events."  It  is  cal- 
fcd  for  the  purpofes  of  fhowing  the  princi- 
>n  which  ftates  and  empires  have  rifcn  to 
r,  and  the  errors  by  which  they  have  fallen 
decay,  or  been  totally  diflblved:  and  of 
ing  out  the  fatal  efFedls  of  inteftine  divifions 
jivil  wars,  whether  arifing  from  the  ambi^^ 
jisreaJci^,  .or/inattention  of  princes  i  or  from 
ierqenary  difpofition,  pride,  and  falfe  policy 
limflers  and  ftatefmen ;  or  from  miftaken 
axkl  the  abufe,  of  government  and  liberty^ 
[)uld  oblige  all,  who  have  performed  any 
guifhed  part  on  the  theatre  of  the  world, 
^pear  before  us  in  their  proper  charafter^ 
0  render  an  account  of  their  adtions  at  the 
^al  of  pofterity,  as  models  which  ought  to 
lowed,  or  as  examples  to  be  cenfured  and 
td. 

^  inftruftions  that  events  afford,  are  the  foul 
ftory ;  which  doubtlefs  ought  to  be  a  true 
Dn  of  real  fafts  during  the  period  it 
tls.  An  effential  requifite  in  an  hifto- 
is  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  ^  and  as  in 
A  z  order 


PREFACE. 

order  to  perfection  he  ought  to  be  fuperior  to 
levery  temptation  to  difguife  it,  fome  have  faid,  that 
*'  he  fliould  have  neither  country/  nor  particu^ 
lar  religion."     The  compiler  of  the  prefent  hif- 
tory  can  affure  the  public,  that  he  has  paid  a 
facred  regard  to  truth,    confcious  of  his  being 
anfwerable  to  a  more  awful  tribunal  than  that  of 
the  public ;    and  has  labored  to  diveft  himfelf 
of  all  undue  attachment  to  every  perfon,  coun- 
try, religious  ijame  or  profeffion ;  whenever  the 
reader  is  inclined  to  pronounce  him  partial,  let 
him  recoUeft,  that  he  alfo  is  fubjed:  to  the  like 
human  frailty,     A  regard  to  truth  has  often  rer 
ftrained  him  from  the  ufe  of  ftrong  and  florid  ex-r 
preflions,  that  he  might  not  impofe  upon  ths 
reader  a  pleafmg  delufion,  and  lead  him  into  falfc 
conceptions  of  the  events  undertaken  to  be  re- 
lated. 

The  following  work  is  not  confined  to  the  con- 
teft  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States 
of  America,  but  includes  all  the  other  parts  of 
the  war  which  originated  from  that  conteft. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  firft  letter,  the  reader 
is  acquainted  with  the  reafoiiS  that  produced  an 
hiftorical  account  of  the  firft  fet^lers  in  the  Thir- 
teen Colonies,  and  of  their  fucceflbrs,  down  to 
the  clofe  of  1771.  The  infertion  of  what  fol- 
lowed  to  the  commencement  of  hoftilities,  was 
ncceflary  for  the  conne<5ting  of  the  two  periods. . 

Th§ 


PREFACE. 

be  form  of  letters,  inftead  of  chapters,  is  not 
qther  imaginary,  as  the  author,  from  his 
il  in  America  in  1770,  maintained  a  corref- 
ence  with  gentlemen  in  London,  Rotterdam 
Paris,  anfwering  in  general  to  the  prefixed 

5  apprehended,  that  by  keeping  to  fuch  form, 
naking  the  narrative  agree  with  the  moment 
lich  it  related,  and  by  introducing  the  vari- 
nfertions  neceflary  for  the  authenticating  of 
a  prefent  ideal  exiftence  of  pafl  events 
t  be  produced  in  the  mind,  fimilar  to  what 
;  when  a  well-executed  hiftorical  painting  is 
ined.  •  The  better  to  fecure  this  point,  feve- 
irts  are  written  in  the  prefent  tenfe.  If  th? 
ir  has  failed  in  the  execution,  it  is  hoped 
the  candid  reader  will  admit  of  the  good 
ion  as  an  apology. 

has  kept,  as  far  as  he  could,  to  a  chronolo- 
^rder.  This  has  necellarily  interrupted  the 
dve  of  particular  parts ;  which,  though  a 
K)intment  to  fome,  may  pi^vent  the  tediouf- 
hat  might  otherwife  have  been  felt  by  per- 
)f  a  different  tafte.  It  may  at  leaft  fprve  tp 
tit  or  correft  the  too  frequent  miftakes 
bribing  prior  events,  partly  or  wholly  to 
[uent  fails.  The  author  regrets  his 
laving  placed  the  year  at  the  top  of  the 
together    with    Jhe   month   and  day  at 

the 
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the  fide,  earlier  than  now  appears  5  and  alfo  his 
not  having  given  every  European  letter  the  im- 
mediate refemblance  of  being  written  to  him  by 
a  correfpondent.  He  flatters  himfelf,  that  he  has 
in  fome  meafure  compenfated  for  thefe,and  other 
defeds,  by  the  general  contents  of  every  letter  in 
each  volume  prefixed  to  the  fame ;  by  a  copious 
index  to  the  whole  at  the  end  of  the  laft ;  and  by 
a  colleftion  of  maps  and  plans,  about  which  nei- 
ther care,  nor  expence,  has  been  fpared  to  ren- 
der them  valuable. 

Struck  with  the  importance  of  the  fcenes  that 
were  opening  upon  the  world,  in  the  beginning 
of  1776,  he  formed  an  early  defign  of  compiling 
their  hiftory,  which  he  made  known  tp  the  late 
commander  in  chief  of  the  American  army ;  and 
meeting  with  the.  defired  encouragement  from 
him,  he  applied  himfelf  to  the  procuring  of  the 
beft  materials,  whether  oral,  written,  or  printed. 
Oral  communications  were  minuted  down  while 
frefli  in  the  memory ;  the  written  were  direfted 
immediately  to  himfelf  in  many  inftances,  in  others 
only  imparted  :  the  produftions  of  the  European 
prefs  could  not  be  received  with  any  regularity  or 
certainty  during  the  war,  but  were  improved  as 
they  could  be  obtained. 

The  United  States,  in  congrefs  aflfembled,  fa- 
vored him  with  an  infpedion  of  fiich  of  their  re- 
cords as  could  with*  propriety  be  fubmitted  to  the 
9  perufal 
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(kl  of  a  private  perfon ;  and  he  was  indulged 
iie  late  generals  Wafhington,  Gates,  Greene, 
Din,  and  Otho  Williams,  with  a  liberal  exa- 
Ition  of  their  papers,  both  of  a  public  and 
i  private  nature. 

fc  had  the  opportunity  of  acquainting  him-, 
rith  the  records  of  the  firft  fettlers  in  New 
amd  5  and  examined  thofe  of  the  Maifachu- 
^bay,  from  their  formation  as  a  company  to 
ilbie  of  the  war,  contained  in  near  thirty 
manufcript  volumes. 

^ftor  Ranifay's  hiftory  of  the  war  in  Carolina, 
bmmunicated  to  him  while  in  manufcript ; 
Iberty  was  granted  to  make  full  ufe  of  it : 
k'efent  opportunity  is  embraced  for  acknow- 
^g  the  benefit  received  from  it,  and  for  re- 
bg  grateful  thanks  to  the  Dodlor.  The 
Scans  remarked,  that  Dodfley's  Annual  Re- 
Lcontained  the  bqft  foreign  printed  fum- 
!  account  of  their  affairs :  but  it  was  not 
fle  for  writers  on  this  fide  the  Atlantic 
Old  miflakes.  That  Regifter  and  other 
fations  have  been  of  fervice  to  the  com- 
jbf  the  prefent  work,  who  has  frequently 
^from  them,  without  varying  the  lan- 
except  for  method  and  concifenefs.  He 
d'from  every  fource  of  intelligence  in  his 
r,  while  at  the  place  of  his  refidence  near  Bof- 
iind  fince  his  return  to  his  native  country  in 
^    -  1786, 
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PREFACE. 

order  to  perfe6lion  he  ought  to  be  fuperior  to 
(every  temptation  to  difguife  it,  fome  have  faid,  that 
*'  he  fliould  have  neither  country/  nor  particur 
lar  religion."  The  compiler  of  the  prefent  hif- 
tory  can  affure  the  public,  that  he  has  paid  ^  a 
facred  regard  to  truth,  confcious  of  his  being 
anfwerable  to  a  more  awful  tribunal  than  that  of 
the  public  J  and  has  labored  to  divert  himfelf 
of  all  undue  attachment  to  every  perfon,  coun- 
try, religious  name  or  profeffion ;  whenever  the 
reader  is  inclined  to  pronounce  him  partial,  let 
him  recoUefl,  that  he  alfo  is  fubjed:  to  the  like 
human  frailty.  A  regard  to  truth  has  often  re? 
(trained  him  from  the  ufe  of  ftrong  and  florid  ex4 
preflions,  that  he  might  not  impofe  upon  the 
reader  a  pleafing  delufion,  and  lead  him  into  falfc 
conceptions  of  the  events  undertaken  to  be  re- 
lated. 

The  following  work  is  not  confined  to  the  con- 
teft  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States 
of  America,  but  includes  all  the  other  parts  of 
the  war  which  originated  from  that  conteft. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  firft  letter,  the  reader 
is  acquainted  with  the  reafoiis  that  produced  an 
hiftorical  account  of  the  firft  fet^lers  in  the  Thir- 
teen Colonies,  gind  of  their  fucceflbrs,  down  to 
the  clofe  of  1771.  The  infertion  of  what  fol- 
lowed to  the  commencement  of  hoftilities,  was 
neceffary  for  the  connea:ing  of  the  two  periods. 

Thg 


PREFACE. 

be  form  of  letters,  inftead  of  chapters,  is  not 
lether  imaginary,  as  the  author,  from  his 
al  in  America  in  1770,  maintained  a  corref- 
ence  with  gentlemen  in  irondon,  Rotterdam 
Paris,  anfwering  in  general  to  the  prefixed 

p  ■ 

5  apprehended,  that  by  keeping  to  fuch  form, 
naking  the  narrative  agree  with  the  moment 
aich  it  related,  and  by  introducing  the  vari- 
mfertions  neceflary  for  the  authenticating  of 
,  a  prefent  ideal  exiftence  of  pall  events 
t  be  produced  in  the  mind,  fimilar  to  what 
t  when  a  well-executed  hiftorical  painting  is 
ined.  •  The  better  to  fecure  this  point,  feve- 
arts  are  written  in  the  prefent  tenfe.  If  the 
)r  has  failed  in  the  execution,  it  is  hoped 
the  candid  reader  will  admit  of  the  good 
tion  as  an  apology. 

I  has  kept,  as  far  as  he  could,  to  a  chronolo- 
order.  This  has  necelTarily  interrupted  the 
live  of  particular  parts ;  which,  though  a 
X)intment  to  fome,  may  pi^vent  the  tediouf- 
hat  might  otherwife  have  been  felt  by  per- 
:>{  a  different  tafte.  It  may  at  leaft  fprve  tp 
nt  or  correal  the  too  frequent  miftakes 
bribing  prior  events,  partly  or  wholly  to 
juent  fa6ts.  The  author  regrets  his 
laving  placed  the  year  at  the  top  of  the 
together    with    fhe  month  and  day  at 

the 
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the  fide,  earlier  than  now  appears  5  and  alfo  his 
not  having  given  every  European  letter  the  im^ 
mediate  refemblance  of  being  written  to  him  by 
a  correfpondent.  He  flatters  himfelf,  that  he  has 
in  fome  meafure  compenfated  for  thefe,and  other 
defefls,  by  the  general  contents  of  every  letter  in 
each  volume  prefixed  to  the  fame ;  by  a  copious 
index  to  the  whole  at  the  end  of  the  laft ;  and  by 
a  collection  of  maps  and  plans,  about  which  nei- 
ther care,  nor  expence,  has  been  fpared  to  ren- 
der them  valuable. 

Struck  with  the  importance  of  the  fcenes  that 
were  opening  upon  the  world,  in  the  beginning 
of  1776,  he  formed  an  early  defign  of  compiling 
their  hiftory,  which  he  made  known  tp  the  late 
^  commander  in  chief  of  the  American  army ;  and 
meeting  with  the .  defired  encouragement  from  ' 
him,  he  applied  himfelf  to  the  procuring  of  the 
beft  materials,  whether  oral,  written,  or  printed. 
Oral  communications  were  minuted  down  while 
frefh  in  the  memory ;  the  written  were  dired:ed 
immediately  to  himfelf  in  many  inftances,  in  others 
only  imparted  :  the  productions  of  the  European 
prefs  could  not  be  received  with  any  regularity  or 
certainty  during  the  war,  but  were  improved  as 
they  could  be  obtained. 

The  United  States,  in  congrefs  aflembled,  fa- 
vored him  with  an  infpedion  of  fuch  of  their  re- 
cords as  could  with- propriety  be  fubmitted  to  the 
9  perufal 
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(al  of  a  private  perfon ;  and  he.  was  indulged 
le  late  generals  Wafhington,  Gates,  Greene, 
^In,  and  Otho  Williams,  with  a  liberal  exa- 
tion  of  their  papers,  both  of  a  public  and 
private  nature. 

5  had  the  opportunity  of  acquainting  him-, 
rith  the  records  of  the  firft  fettlers  in  New 
and  ;  and  examined  thofe  of  the  Malfachu- 
^bay,  from  their  formation  as  a  company  to 
!bfe  of  the  war,  contained  in  near  thirty 
manufcript  volumes. 

iftor  Ramfay's  hiftory  of  the  war  in  Carolina, 
sommunicated  to  him  while  in  manufcript ; 
tberty  was  granted  to  make  full  ufe  of  it : 
k^fent  opportunity  is  embraced  for  acknow- 
jg  the  benefit  received  from  it,  and  for  re- 
bg  grateful  thanks  to  the  Doftor.  The 
leans  remarked,  that  Dodfley's  Annual  Re- 
r  contained  the  bqft  foreign  printed  fum- 
I  account  of  their  affairs :  but  it  was  not 
|9e  for  writers  on  this  fide  the  Atlantic 
joid  miftakes.  That  Regifter  and  other 
cations  have  been  of  fervice  to  the  com- 
Sof  the  prefent  work,  who  has  frequently 
P^from  them,  without  varying  the  lan- 
i  except  for  method  and  concifenefs.  He 
redTrom  every  fource  of  intelligence  in  his 
r,  while  at  the  place  of  his  refidence  near  Bof- 
pnd  fince  his  return  to  his  native  country  in 
^    -  1786, 

i: 
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i" 
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Mr.  W.  Langfton. 

David  Langton  efq;  Hawkhurft,  Kent^  two  copies* 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Lavington,  Bideford^  Devon. 

Mr.  Thomas  Lawrance. 

Mr.  B.  Leach,  Bedford. 

Mr.  John  Leathly. 

J.  C.  Lettfom,  M.  D. 

Mr.  Leyfon  Lewes,  Norwioh. 

Mr.  Samuel  Lewin,  Hackney. 

Mr.  William  Llewelin,  Briftol. 

Mr.  Chriflopher  Load,  BriftoL    • 

Capel  LoiFt  efq;  Trofton  Hall^  mlafBury; 

Walter  Logan  efq;  Glafgow. 

Mr.  Jofeph  Lomas,  Iflington. 

Mr.  John  Lowther,  Weftbury,  Wilts. 
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The  Rev.  Herbert  Mends,  Plymouth. 
Me/Trs.  T.  and  J.  Merrill,  Cambridge. 

*  4  Jercmiali 


LIST    <yf    SUBSCRIBERS.       ^^ 

Jeremiah  Mcykr  efq;  of  ^riftol,  ^  ^    ' 

William  Middleton  efq;  M.  P.  Crwfidd  Hall,  SufFoIt. 

James  Miller  efq;  Glasgow.  .         - 

H.  B.  MiiUkin  efq;  - 

Thomas  Milner,  M.  D.  Maidftonc. 

The  Rev.  Jofeph  Milward,  Recth,  Yorkfhirc. 

Mr.  James  MoUyner. . 

Samuel  Moody  efq; 

Mr.  John  Moore.  .      -  •     ^ 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Morgan. 

Mr.  George  Henry  Mortimer. 

Mr.  James  Mofs,  Briftol. 

Mr.  Jofeph  Moul.  §^ji^jron  Walden. 

Mr.  Jofeph  Mouhflier,  Portfmoutb,  '         ' 

Mr.  Thomas  Mullet,  Briftol. 

Mr.  Pcite  Mufgrave,  Cambridjgc.       ' 

Mr.  R.  W.  Nafh,  Cambridge. 

Mr.  William  Nafh,  Royfton. 

Mr.  E.  T.  Nealfon,  Stoke  Newington.  .» 

Mr.  J.  E.  L.  Nealfon,  two  copies. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Neely,  Great  Yarmouth. 

Mr.  John  Newfom. 

Mr.  William  Newfom,  Norwich,    .  . 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Newton,  ditto. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Newton,  .Witham* 

Mr.  S.  Nicklin.  ...       •' 

H.  H.  Norris  efq; 

Mr.  John  North. 

Mr.  J.  North,  Portfmouth  Common.. 

Mifs  Norton,  Wakefield. 

Mr.  George  Notcutt,  Ifpwich.    . 

Mr.  John.  Notcutt,  ditto. 

Mr.  Williarii  Notcutt,  ditto. 

Mr.  Thomas  Nuniiy  Roy  lion. 

o;' 

Mr.  Thomas  Ody.^ 

Mr.  Benjamin  Olding.  .     * 

Mr.  John  Olding. 

Mr.  Saniucl  Olding. 

P. 
The  Rev.  Samuel  Palmer,  Hackney. 
Mr.  William  Palmer,  jun.  Great  Yarmouth. 
William  Parker  efq;  Walthamftow. 
The  Rev.  Edward  Parfons,  Leeds,  Yorkfhirc. 

Mr. 


Lt&T    OF    SUBSCRIBERS. 

Mr.  George  P^tcrfon. 

Mr.  James  Payton. 

Mr.  James  Fearfon. 

Mr.  Michael  Pearfon. 

Charles  Peers  efq;  Portfmouth  Common. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Perry,  Weathersfield,  Effcx* 

The  Rev.  N.  Phenc,  Bradford,  Wilts*     . 

Mr.  Nicholas  Phene. 

The  Rev.  Daniel  Philipps,^  Palgrave,  SufFeHc. 

George  Phillips  efq;  MancheHer, 

William  Pickett  efq; 

Mr.  Thomas  Pickles.  ; 

Mr.  Cruttall  Pierce.  ".  \     .  '        : 

Mr.  Edward  Pierce,  Maidftone, 

Charles  Piefchell  efq; 

Mr.  Thomas  Jordan  Pine,  Maidftonc* 

Mr.  Thomas  Pitter. 

Mr.  Stephen  Ponder.  - 

Richard  Poore  efq;  Andover. 

Mr.  George  Preniis,  Maidftonc. 

Mr.  William  Pretyman. 

The  Rev.  Richard  Price,  D.  D.  F.  R.  S.  &c.  Sec.  Hackney, 

Robert  Price  efq; 

Mr.  John  Prince,  Linton. 

Mr.  John  Protheroe,  Bridol. 

R. 
Jofeph  Read  efq; 

The  Rev^ Abraham  Rees,  D.  D.  F.  R.  S. 
Mr.  Thomas  Reeves. 
The  Rev.  John  Reynolds. 
The  Rev.  JohnRippon,  A.M.  three  copies. 
Mr.  Alexander  Ritchei,  Glafgow. 
Mr.  James  Robbins,  Long  Aftiton,  Somerfetfhire. 
Mr.  Thomas  Robinfon. 
Mr.  Thomas  Robinfon,  Bury. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Robotham,  Congleton,  Chefhire. 
Mr.  John  Rodbard,  Ipfwich. 
Mifs  Rodbard,  Hackney. 
Thomas  Rogers  efq;  Newington  Green. 

JefTe  Rozea  efq; 
Ar.  J.  T.  Rutu 

Mr.  John  Salmon,  Nay  land. 

Mr.  .Edward  Sargeant. 

Mr.  Thomas  Nicol  Scott,  Ipfwich. 

The  Rev.  Ruffel  Scott,  Portfmouth. 

Mr.  William  Hendley  Scott. 

Mr.  Richard  Scrivener,  Framlingham,  Suffolk. 

1  Mr.  James 


LIST    OT    SUBSCillBERS- 

V 

W. 

Mrs.  Wade,  Colcheller. 

Mr.  James  Walker,  Great  yannouth. 

The  Rev.  Matthew  Walker,  SaiFron  Walden, 

Mr.  Thomas  Walters. 

Mr.  Henry  Wardall. 

Mr.  Daniel  Watkinfon,  Felfted,  Effex. 

Mr.  Robert  Watkinfon. 

Mr.  George  Watfon,  Saxlingham,  Norfolk, 

Mr.  John  Warfon 

Mr.  Job  W^ttts,   Bristol. 

Mr.  Nathaniel  Watis,  dittci. 

Mr.  Francis  Weaver,  ditto. 

Mr.  James  Webb. 

The  Rev   J^>(haa  Webb,     • 

Mr.  Naih^niel  Weddj  Newton,    Cambridgelhir*. 

Mr.  William  Wedd,  Foulmere.  i 

Mr.  William  Weightman. 

George  Welch  eiq. 

MeiTrs.  Welles,  Grofvenor  and  Co.  twelve  copies. 

Mr.  John  Wenham,  Harlow. 

James  Well  efq. 

James  Weilon  efq. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Wheeler,  Briftol.  \ 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Whitehurft/  A.  M.    Rea^r  of  ColnQwordi^ 

Bedford  fhire. 
Mr.  William  Whkjey.  '^ 

James  Whittle  efq* 
Mr.  Thomas  Whitty,  Briiftol/ 
ThcRev.  John  Wiche,  Maid  (lone. 
The  Rev.  Aaron  Wickens  Dun  mow,  Eflex, 
Mr.  John  Wilkinfon,  Saffron  Walden. 
Mr.  William  Wil&cre,  ttiuhin. 
Mr.  William  Wilfliere,  jun.  ditto, 
Mr.  Wilfon. 
Mr.  Thomas  Wilfon. 

The  Rev.  John  Winter,  Newbury,  Berks. 
The  Rev.  Robert  Winter,  Hammerfmith, 
Thomas  Wittenoom  efq. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Wood,  Leeds. 
Michael  Woodhull  efq. 
The  Rev.  Hugh  Wonhington,  Iflington. 
The  Rev.  Thomas  Wren,  D.  D.  Portfmoutb. 
John  Wright,  M.  D.  Briftol. 
Mr.  John  Wright. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Wright,  Ipfwich.  .      -•• 


AMERICAN 


JRICAN     SUBSCRIBERS, 
J 

l^iBs  have  been  tranfmitted  from  VIRGINIA, 
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ooging  to  the  following  Gentlemen  not  being  known, 
^  their  Names  only  are  given. 


J 

Hove  and  Harrifon* 
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er. 
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Dr.  Lemuel  Hay  ward,  Bofton. 

J«  Hen  (haw  efq; 
ofliua  Henfhaw  efq; 
Stephen  Higginfon  efq;  M.  C. 

two  copies. 
The  Rev.  Simeon  Howard,  D.D. 
William  Hyflop  eA^;  Br6okline. 
Henry  Jackfon  eiq;  Bofton. 
Mr.  James  Jackfon,  Roxbury. 
Jonathan   Jackfon   efq;    M.  C. 
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RHODE     ISLAND. 


Jahez  Bowen  cfq;  Providence. 
McfFrs.  John  Brown  and  Francis. 
Mr.  Nicholas  Brown. 


Mr.  Caleb  Greene,  Warwick. 
Mr.  John  Jenckes,  Providence.. 
Mr.  JofepK  Varnum,  D/acatt. 


Daniel  Buck  efq;  Norwich,  Vermont. 
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p£N£RAL    CoNTEKTS    OP    THE    SEVERAL  LeTTERS 

}  IN  Vol.  I. 

^  Letter    I.        P.  i — 95. 

%  rife  of  the  Puritans  and  Brotunifts^  p.  i.  The  Browmjis 
^  to  Holland  \  remove  to  America  \  fettle  at  New  Ply ^^ 
\  and  adopt  the  congregational  mode  of  church  govem- 
p.  7.  The  Puritans  purchafe  and  fettle  the  Majfachu'- 
nr,  p.  1 6-  ConneSiicut  and  New  Haven  colonies  dettled, 
f  The  fettling  of  Providence  and  Rhode  IJland  colony,  p. 
tew  Hampjhire  and  the  Main  fettled,  p.  38 — New  Tork^ 
iNew  Jerfey^  p.  ifo-^Virginiay  p.  ^2^^marylandy  p.  65 
ftW,  p.  69 — Pennfylvania^  and  Delaware  counties,  p»  81 
pw,  p.  92. 

Letter  IL  P.  96 — 148. 
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read QQ2ik6  in  1640.  P.  32,  1.  20,  nad  ihe  jurifdi«5\ion.  P.  35;,  1.  ai* 
read  the  three  lad  colonies,  Maflachufctts,  Conncdicut,  and  Nctv 
Haven.  P.  39,  1.  16,  read  colonies  of  the  Maffachufetts  and  New 
Hamplhire.  P.  44»  I.  3,  nW  mentioned  hereafter.  P- 77,  laft  line, 
r^tf^  James  II.  P.  118,  1.  11  r^^^  the  London  diilenting  depatation. 
P.  166,  1.  10,  read  ihd  Minillers  of  Charles  II.  down  to  ihoic  of  the. 
P.  290,  1.  13,  dele  generality  of  the.  P.  308,  1.  19,  read  not 
folcJy  to  any.     P,  427,  1.  3,  for  otljcr  read  diilri^. 
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jO  your  properly  underftanding  die  nature  and  ori- 
gin of  the  uncafinefs,  that  has  fo  ftrongly  agitated  > 
Ernies  of  late  years,  and  ftill  exifts-though  nowfbme- 
ibated ;  and  which  has  been  occafioned  by  par- 
tary  taxation  and  the  modem  meafures  of  go- 
mt  J  you  muft  be  acquainted  with  the  fentiments 
ftory  of  thef  firft  fetders,  no  kfs  than  of  their 
bnts  and  fucceffors. 

ffal  of  the  moft  zealous  and  eminent  proteftants, 
reign  of  Edward  the  Vlth,  oppofed  the  popilh 
pies  and  habits,  though  otherwife  united  to  their . 
b  in  religious  tenets.  The  oppoliuon  became, 
Ipneral  and  determined,  after  hundreds  of  them 
\  and  refided  in  foreign  parts,  in  order  to  efcape 
Wian  perfecutions.  There  die  fentiments  of 
rs,  through  their  intercourfe  with  proteftants  of 
•  L  B  other 
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Other  nations,  were  much  changed  and  improved ;  and 
they  were  more  than  ever  defirous  of  proceeding  furfher 
in  the  reformation,  than  was  diret^ed  by  thQ  fcrvice- 
book  of  king  Edward. 
1558.  U]pon  the  acceffion  of  EUzaketi,  the  refugees  returned 
to  Ejjglandj  loaded  with  experience  and  learning,  but  in 
the  utrnpft  diftrefs  and  poverty.  Thofe  of  the  clergy, 
who  couM  comply  with  the  queen's  cftaWilhrneht,  were 
quickly  preferred.  The  reft,  after  being  admitted  to 
preach  awhile,  were  fufpeud^i^^d  reduced  to  former 
indigence.  Several  were  offered  biflioprics,  but  declined 
the  tender,  on  account  of  the  garments,  ceremonies,  &(}. 
while  the  neceffity  of  the  times,  and  the  flattering  hope 
of  obtaining  hereafter  an  amendment  in  the  conftitution 
of  the  church,  induced  others  to  accept  preferments, 
though  with  trembling. 

The  queen  afiefted  much  potmp  in  religion  j  was  fond 
of  the  old  popifh  ceremomq^j  in  which  flie  had  b^n 
educated  ^  ai^d  thought  her  brother  kiiag  Edward  had 
gone  too  far  in  denndifhing  ornaments. 

The  clergy  and  1^,  who  foit^t  a&er  greater  ecck^ 
fiaftic  purity,  in  vain  ftruggtod  hard  for  the  abolifh^ 
ment  of  popifh  ceremonies  and  habits;  or,  at  leaft,* 
leaving  the  ufe  of  them,  in  divine  fi^rvicc,  \niddSkxtat. 
They  obtsmied  nothing  but  the  hamocable  nick^^name  of 
PURITANS.  The  quoen  proved  an  inflexible  bigo^ 
and  would  be  obeyed,  or  punifli.  The  parliainent,  in 
their  firft  feffion,  hsA  vtry  bjudicioofiy  pafled  the  cwa 
lads  of  Sopremacy  and  Umfonnky,  without  gistrding 
them  prc^perly ;  and,  by  a  claufe  in  the  hcter,  delireved 
up  to  the  crown  til  eccleliaftic  jurifdidion.    Men  of 

foli4 
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learning  and  piety,  of  fober  lives,  popular  preachers, 

■fed  enemies  to  popery  and  fuperftition,  and  of  the 

pith^  in  poiftt  of  doftrine,  with  the  conformifts, 

Ifb^pended,  deprived,  imprifbned  and  ruined,  for 

tnplying  with  the  u^  of  thofe  garments  and  cere- 

L  which  their  opponents  acknowledged  to  be  in-i 

pt  in  thcmfelVes ;  while  the  fufierers  adjudged  fuch 

pftncc  finful,   from  their  having  been  abufed  to 

fy  and  ferving  as  marks  and  badges  of  that  reli* 

|ry  had  renounced. 

Hie  puritans  of  thefe  times  were  defirous  of  re- 
g  in  the  church,  might  they  be  indulged  as  to  the 
iwid  a  few  ceremonies,  though  they  were  far  from 
jfatisfied  with  the  hierarchy,  and  had  other  ob- 
I  befide  thofe  for  which  they  had  been  deprived. 
i  of  indulgence^  their  grievances  were  multiplied  j 
^  penal  laws  were  rigoroufly  executed.  However, 
3]f  of  the  conforming  clergy  being  extremely 
t  and  ignorant,  the  deprived  minifters  were  em- 
!  as  curates  or  le6hirer$  5  and  received,  for  dicir 
^  ft  fmall  confideration  from  the  incumbent,  to- 
m'txk  the  voluntary  contribution  of  the  pariifh. 
^  warm  and  afie&ionate  preaching  and  eminent 
iitisi  they  gained  the  hearts  of  the  common 
r  wha  were  the  more  attached  to  them,  die  more 
was  exercifed  upon  them ;  and  who  had  the 
taverfioQ  |o  the  popifh  garments^  as  their  hatred 
by  incr^ed*  The  preachers  appealed  to  the 
IB&  Their  hearers  fearched  them  carefully;  ob- 
Pficre  and  clearer  difcoveries  of  the  popifti  fuper- 
ff.  grew  in  their  abhorrence  of  them  i  venerated 
inc  inftitutions  >  and  longed  to  have  the  worlhip 
B  a  ^^ 
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of  the  church  rendered  more  pure  and  primitive.  The 
popularity  of  the  deprived  minifters  drew  numbers  from 
neighbouring  pariflies.  Puritanifin  fpread  and  gained^ 
ground  by  being  perfecuted.  Its  growth  was  the  greateft 
grief  to  the  queen  and  archbifliop  Whitgift.  But 
neither  the  fupreme  head  of  the  church,  nor  the  primate 
of  all  England^  had  policy  or  chriftianity  enough  to 
apply  the  proper  remedy,  in  granting  liberty  of  confcience. 
Inftead  of  that,  new  afts  were  pafled,  and  greater  feve- 
rities  praftifed.  Such  inhuman  proceedings,  againft 
proteftants  of  good  moral  charafters,  did  not  pafs  un- 
noticed. They  were  the  fubjefts  of  converfation.  The 
right  of  afting  thus  toward  fellow-creatures,  and  its  non- 
agreement  with  the  mild  and  benevolent  principles  of 
Chriftianity,  were  freely  canvafled.  The  fupreme  he^ul 
and  chief  dignitaries  of  the  Englijh  church  being  fuch 
intolerable  perfccutors,  it  became  a  queftion,  "  Is  ftic 
any  longer  a  true  church  of  Chrift,  and  are  her  minifters 
true  minifters  ?'* 

At  length  one  Robert  Brown ^  defcended  from  an  ancient 
and  honorable  family,  and  nearly  related  to  Lord  Trcap- 
furer  Cecily  3,  fiery  zealot,  travelled  through  the  country, 
ij86,  a  fccond  time,  holding  forth,  wherever  he  went,  againft 
bfjhops,  ecclefmjiic  courts j  ordaining  of  minivers,  &c.  and 
gathered  a  feparate  congregation.  The  parties  hdd, 
that  the  cburcl?  ^England  was  not  a  true  church;  that 
her  minifliers  were  not rightfy  ordained ;  that  herdifcipline 
was  fopijb  and  anti-chriftian  -,  and  that  all  her  ordinances 
and  facramcnts  were  invalid.  Therefore  they  would  not 
join  with  her  members,  in  a^  part  of  public  WQrih^>. 
They  not  only  renounced  communion  with  the  cbMrek 
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to  LAND,  but  with  all  other  reformed  churches, 

khey  were  of  their  own  model. 

iefeparatiftsYfCTt  called  Browniftsy  which  was  long 

rd  the  comm6h  name  for  all  that  feparated  totally 

ie  church  of  Englandy  even  when  they  difowned 

principles  of  Brown  and  his  congregation.    We 
refully  diftinguifh  the  Brownifts  from  the  Puritans. 

the  latter  were  for  keeping  within  the  pale  of 
jhrch,  apprehending  it  to  be  a  true  church  in  its 
\s  and  JacramentSj  though  defeftive  in  difcifline 
irrupt  in  ceremonies.  They  thought  it  unlawful  to 
t;  fubmitted  to  fufpenfions  and  deprivations; 
Idriven  out  of  one  diocefe,  took  fanftuary  in 
tj  being  afraid  of  incurring  the  guilt  oi  Jcbifm\ 
Ire  the  chief  writers  againft  the  Brownifts. 
felh  effort  was  made  to  crufli  the  non-conformifts.  i  J93, 
I:  obnoxious  aft  was  paflcd,  for  punilhing  all  who 
I  to  come  to»  church,  and  every  one,  who  per- 
bthers  to  oppofe  the  queen's  authority  in  ecclefiaftic 
f  or  was  prefent  at  any  conventicle  or  meeting. 
enifhment  was  imprifonment  without  bail,  till 
Ivifted  agreed  to  conform  and  make  a  declaration 
conformity.  In  cafe  the  offender  did  not  fign 
blaration  within  three  months,  he  was  to  abjure 
b,  and  go  into  perpetual  baniftment^  If  he  de- 
iK)t  within  the  time  limited,  or  returned  after- 
ithout  the  queen's  licenfe,  he  was  to  Juffer  death 
'  benefit  of  clergy.  By  this  aft,  the  cafe  of  non- 
hifts  was  worfe  than  that  of  felons  at  common 
The  ftatute  was  levelled  againft  the  laitj%  no  l^fs 
he  clergy.  The  moderate  puritans  evaded  it, 
ng  -to  church  when  prayers  were  nearly  ended, 
P  3  and 
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and  by  receiving  the  facrannent  when  adminiftered  with 
fome  latitude.  The  weight  of  it  fell  upon  the  Brownifts^ 
whofe  fentinnents  had  gained  ground,  fo  that  they  were 
increafed  to  near  twenty  thoufand,  befide  wives  an4 
children,  according  to  the  opinion  oi  Sir  fValt^  Raleigh^ 
given  in  the  houfe  of  connmons,  when  the  bill  was  rea4 
the  fecond  time  and  debated  *. 

Several  were  put  to  deathy  about  this  period ;  which 
excited  an  odium  againft  the  bifhops  and  high  com^ 
niiffioners,  who  were  univerfally  known  to  have  been  at 
the  bottom  of  the  proceedings  againft:  thenm.  It  was 
refolved  therefore,  to  fend  the  remainder  of  the  im- 
prifoned  into  banilhment,  inftead  of  continuing  to 
execute  them.  Others  preferred  a  voluntary  exile,  rathei! 
than  be  expofed  to  the  mercilefs  perfecutions  that  awaited 
them  in  their  native  country.  Is  it  flrange,  that  thefe 
perfons,  thus  forced  or  frightened  out  of  it,  for  claiming 
and  exercifmg  the  common  right  of  human  nature^ 
that  of  judging  for  themfelves  in  matters  of  religion, 
Ihould  at  length  think,  that  their  allegiance  terminated 
with  their  departure ;  or,  that  thofe  who  commifcratdd 
them  inclined  to  the  ftme  fentinrient  ? 

The  parliament,  efp^cially  the  lower  houfe,  perceiving 
how  the  queen,  and  many  of  the  bifliops  and  ecclefiaftics, 
abufed  their  fpiritual  power  j  what  mifchiefs  they  brought 
ypon  the  church ;  and  the  miferies  to  which  honefl:  men 
were  reduced  for  mere  difference  in  religious  fentiments; 
attempted  repeatedly  to  regulate  matters,  and  to  redrefs 
the  hardfhips  of  the  non-conformifts,  but  was  ftopt 
by  her  majefly,  in  the  moft  diftatorial  manner. 
Some  of  the  members,  roufed  by  fuch  unwarrantably 
^  Townlhend's  Hiftorical  CoUedions^  p«  76, 

a£ts 
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iOf  fovercignty,  Ipake  boldly  and  freely  upon  the 

fion^  and  ccnfured  the  arbitrary  proceedings  of  the 

ps.     The  queen  added  to  Iier  other  faults,  that  of 

llg  them  to  the  Tower.     But,  though  ftie  could 

fee  parliament,  imprifon  its  members,  and  proteft 

Bivoiite   bilhopsj    flie   could  not  overpower   die 

icnces  of  the  non-conformifts, 

number  of  religious  people,  upon  the  borders  of 

tgham/hire,  Linccln(hire  and  Tork/hirey  having  fuf- 

perfecution  patiendy  for  years,  and  feafchcd  the 

urcs  diligendy,  were  at  length  fully  of  opinion,  that 

remwies  of  the  Englijh  church  were  unUwfidi  that 

&rdly  power  of  her  prelates  was  contrary  to  the 

^  of  the  gofpel ;  and  that  her  offices,  courts  and 

(s  had  no  warrant  in  the  word  of  God ;  but  were 

►     They  determined  therefore  to  Ihakc  off  that 

i<of  bondage,   viz.    human  impodtions,   brought 

ihe  church  by  popiih  policy  and  power,  againft  the 

^r  law  of  Chrift,  the  genius  of  his  plain  religion, 

^iriftian  liberty.     They  refolved,  as  the  Lord's  free  1602. 

p,  "  t$jcin  tbemfdves  by  covenant  into  a  church  Jl at ei 

fgreeable  to  prefent  or  future  knowledgey  to  walk  in  all 

fys  of  Gody  according  to  their  befi  abilities y  whatever 

}  them  *  " 

|e  affembly,  owing  to  the  diftance  of  habitations,  1606. 
j^hligcd  to  form  itfelf  into  two  diftindt  religious 
jjes ;  the  one,  with  which  is  our  concern,  foon  had 
^  paftor  the  fannous  Mr.  John  Robinfon.  The  church 
|K>gether  about  a  year  y  but  being  extremely  haraffed 
jsrfecutors,  concluded  upon  removing  to  Holland. 
^ious  refugees  repaired  to  and  fettled  at  Amfterdam  i 
i  *»  Prince's  New  England  Chronolog}-,  Part  I.  p.  4.  - 
,  B  4  but 
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but  after  a  whUe  removed  to  Leyden ;  where  tliey  were 
highly  refpeftedj  and  would  have  been  allowed  fome  pub- 
lic favor,  had  it  not  been  for  fear  of  offending  England. 
By  hard  and  continued  labor  they  obtained  a  living. 
The  Dutch  employed  them  before  others,  for  their 
honeft  and  exemplary  behaviour ;  and  readily  trufted 
them  wiien  in  want  of  money.  Matters,  however,  were 
not  altogether  to  their  mind  3  and  fome  of  the  moft 
i6i7.fenfible  began  to  think  of  another  removal.  It  was 
imagined,  that,  if  a  better  and  eafier  place  of  living 
could  be  had,  nunibers  would  join  them.  The  morals 
of  the  Dutch  were  too  diffolute ;  and  they  were  afraid, 
that  their' offspring  would  become  irreligious,  Bcfide, 
they  had  an  ardent,  noble,  and  godly  defire,  of  laying 
a  foundation  for  fpreading  the  religion  of  Jefus  over 
the  remote  regions  of  the  earth ;  and  of  handing  down 
to  future  ages,  what  they  thought  to  be,  the  pure  and 
unadulterated  worftiip  of  the  great  Jehovah.  They 
therefore  direfted  their  views  to  jimerica.  To  thofe 
who  objedted — the  length  and  danger  of  the  voyage, 
the  difficulties  and  calamities  to  which  they  fhould  be 
cxpofed,  the  barbarities  and  treacheries  of  the  Indiansy 
and  their  inability  to  fupport  the  expenfe — ^it  was  an- 
fwered,  "  The  difficulties  are  not  invincible,  and  may 
be  overcome  by  fortitude  and  patience  j  the  ends  pro-^ 
pofed  are  good  and  honorable ;  the  calling  lawful  and 
urgent  j  the  bleffing  of  God  may  therefore  be  expeded. 
We  live  but  as  exiles  now,  and  arc  in  a  poor  condition* 
The  truce  with  the  Spaniards  is  haftening  to  a  dole. 
Nothing  but  preparations  for  war  are  going  forward. 
The  Spaniards  may  be  as  cruel  as  the  Savages  i  and  famine 
ftnd  pcftUencc  may  Ije  as  fore  in  Holland  as  in  America:^ 

After 
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fcr  ferious  and  folemn  application  to  God  for  di- 
iy  they  concluded  on  carrying  the  propofal  of 
|g  the  Atlantic  into  execution ;  endeavouring 
fe  in  a  diftinft  body  by  themfelves,  under  the 
1  government  of  the  Virginia  Company;  and 
to  his  majefly,  king  Joinesy  (or  full  liberty  and 
»  of  confcience. 

V  Virginia  Company  were  ready  to  give  them  a 
»  with  as  ample  privileges  as  they  could  grant ; 
Dtwithftanding  the  great  intereft  made  by  gentle* 
i  the  firft  charafter,  and  by  the  chief  fecretaiy 
t,  the  king  and  bifhops  reflifed  to  allow  the  re- 
1=  (though  at  the  diftance  of  3000  miles)  liberty 
fcicnce  under  the  royal  feal.  All  they  could  ob- 
S>m  his  majefty,  was  a  promife  that  he  woi^ld 
b  at,  and  not  moleft  them,  provided  they  carried 
Ives  peaceably ;  but  he  would  not  tolerate  them 
!^  public  authority.  Upon  this  occafion  it  wat 
fobfcryed,  *'  If  his  majefty's  promife  is  no  fecu* 
Further  confirmation  will  be  of  little  value;  tKough 
fa  feal  as  broad  as  the  houfe-floor,  it  will  not 
lie  turn,  for  there  will  be  means  enow  found, 
pmnted,  to  recall  or  reverfe  it  j  and  we  muft  reft 
jon  God's  Providence."  This  rcafoning,  and  the 
pf  being  placed  Beyond  the  reach  of  ecclefiaftic 
I  prevailed.  They  refolved  to  venture;  and, 
tog  attendance,  much  coft  and  labor,  obtained  a 


y  agreed,  that  the  minor  part  of  younc 
•r  men,  with  Mr.  Brewfier^  an  elder  of  t!u  * 
'go  firft,  and  that  the  paftor,  Mr.  Rcbihy.r. 
li  behind  with  the  majority,  for  a  futu-e  r- . 

CIV,:    . 
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^  opportunity.  Their  enemies  whifpercd,  that  the  States 
of  Holland  vfcrt  wtdry  of  their  cooipaAy ;  but  the  re- 
verie was  evident  from  the  following  occurrence,  viz. 
the  magiftrates  of  the  city,  when  rejwoving  the  Wallo0^ 
in  open  court,  faid,  "  "iThefe  Englilh  have  Irvedmwtm 
years  among  us,  and  yet  we  never  had  any  accufatm  agahfi 
any  of  them^  whereas  your  quarrels  are  continual^ 
1610.  The  ccdony,  deftineJ  for  America,  failed  from  jyelft^ 
^^  Haven  for  Southampton ;  and  there  met  a  fliip,  having 
fome  Englifh  friends  on  board,  who  propofed  removing 
with  them.  Both  veffels'  proceeded  to  fea;  but  returned 
twice  into  port,  on  account  of  defefts  in  the  one  from  Del^, 
which  was  difmiffed.  .  Part  of  the  company  returned  i^ 
London,  the  remainder  betook  themfeives  to  the  (hip, 
and  failed  from  Plymouth  the  6th  of  Septeniber.  After 
many  delays,  difficulties  and  dangers,  they  made  C^ 
Cod  at  break  c^xlay  on  the  9th  of  November,  arid 
entered  the  harbour  on  the  loth.  They  offered  up 
their  devout  and  ardent  acknowledgments  to  God  for 
Jiis  protedion,  and  had  thoughts  of  landing;  but  re- 
marking, that  they  were  out  of  the  limits  of  their' pa- 
tent, and  in  a  fort  reduced  to  a  flate  of  nature ;  and 
liearing  fbme,  who  came  from  London,  hint,  there  is 
vow  no  authority  over  us ;  they,  while  on  board,  formed 
themfeives  into  a  Civil  Body  Politic  under  the  crown 
of  Englandj  for  die  purpofc  of  framing  "  juft  and  equal 
laws,  ordinances,  ads,  conflitucions  and  offices,*'  to 
which  they  promifed  "  all  due  fubmiffion  and  d^edi- 
cnce."  This  contrast  was  fubfcribed  by  forty-one  perV 
,x^  *  fbns,  on  Saturday  the  i  ith  of  November.  The  whote 
company  of  fetders,  men,  women,  children  and  fer^ 
vants,  amounted  to  00  more  tbaa  one  hundred  and  one, 

the 
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exa6fc  nun^er  that  left  £ngland«-«^or  one  had  died, 
nodier  was  born,  upon  the  paflage. 
ifeeblcd  and  fickly,  we  now  behold  them  at  the  dif- 
of  3000  miles,  not  only  from  their  native  country, 
ic  hofpitable  land  where  they  lately  refided  for  years, 
unfeeling  perfecution  drove  them  into  a  voluntary 
cumcnt.  They  have  a  long  and  dreary  winter  before 
,  and  are  upon  the  fcrange  coaft  of  an  Uncultivated 
rnefs,  widioW  a  relatbn  or  friend  to  welcome  their 
il,  or  an  houfe  to  fhelter  them;  without  even  a 
inhabitant  to  comfort  them  by  tender  a6ls  of  hu- 
ty,  much  lefs  a  civilized  town  or  city,  from 
I  fuccour  may  be  obtained  on  an  emergency.  Thus 
Bnftanced,  they  are  employed  in  making  difcoveries, 
4e  aoth  of  December,  when  they  conclude  upon 
(ce  for  immediate  fetdement,  which  they  after- 
kname  New-Plymouthj  in  grateful  remembrance 
t  liaft  town  they  left  in  their  native  country, 
ke  winter  proved  remarkably  mild  *  for  the  Ameri^ 
Himate,  though  exceffively  fevere  to  an  Englilh 
^ution;  and,  what  with  diforders  brought  upon 
['through  uncommon  labors  and  fatigues,  and 
[being  expofed  to  the  rigours  of  the  feafon ;  and 
[with  the  fcurvy  and  other  difeafes  occafioned  by  9 
iis  voyage,  and  the  want  of  proper  accommodar. 
hile  making  it,  they  buried  by  the  end  of  March 
forty-four  of  their  little  fociety,  of  whom  one  and.i6ii«^ 
were  fubfcribers  to  the  contraSl.  The  num- 
their  dead  increafed  to  fifty  by  the  beginning  of 
ber,  when,  to  their  great  joy,  a  veffel  arrived 

f  JVood^s  New  England's  Profped.    Ed^  1764.  p.  ^. 

with 
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with  thirty  five  fettlers  from  London.  It  was  years  be- 
fore their  plantation  amounted  to  three  hundred  peoples 
when  nearly  fo,  the  Council  eftablilhed  at  Plymoufby  in 
the  county  of  Devon,  for  the  planting,  ruling,  ordering 
1630.  and  governing  of  New  England  in  Americay  granted 
\^J  them  a  Patent,  by  which  their  lands  were  fecured  againft 
all  Englifh  claims. — Be  it  noted,  that  they  early  agreed 
with,  and  fetisfied  the  Indian  proprietors. 

It  would  have  been  aftonifhing,  had  not  thefe  planters 
brought  with  them  opinions  favorable  to  liberty.  The 
arbitrary  proceedings  of  Elizabeth  and  James  produced 
a  fpirit  of  inquiry ;  and  induced  the  fufferers  and  others 
to  canvafs  the  equity  of  thofe  powers,  which  were  b 
improperly  exercifed.  When  the  film  of  prejudice  was 
removed,  it  was  eafy  to  difcern  that  tyranny,  whether 
in  church  or  ftate,  could  not  be  vindicated  by  reaibn  or 
revelation ;  and  that  Heaven's  permitting  it,  was  no 
more  a  countenance  to  that,  than  any  odier  wickednefe. 
Befide,  the  Plymoutbians  had  lived  for  years  among  a 
people,  who  had  been  engaged  in  a  bloody  war,  with  a 
cruel  unrelenting  tyrant,  whofe  fovereignty  they  had 
renounced.  The  frequent  converfation  that  muft  have 
paffed  between  the  Dutch  and  Englifh  refugees,  mufl 
have  improved  the  attachment  of  the  laft  to  the  caufe 
of  freedom.  It  might  alfo  have  been  hinted  to  diem, 
that  it  began  to  be  the  fentiment  of  fome  Englifh  nobles 
and  principal  commoners,  that  in  cafe  of  a  removal  to 
America,  perfons,  without  any  charter  from  the  crown, 
were  at  liberty  to  eflablifh  what  form  of  government 
liiey  pleaied ;  and  to  let  up  a  new  flate,  as  fully  to  all 
intents  and  purpofes,  as  though  they  were  making  their 
firfl  entrance  into  civil  fbciety. 

No 
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»  Wonder  then,  efpccially  coiifidering  the  general 
ky  prevailing  among  them,  that  the  Plymouthians^ 
ieir  contract  before  landing,   formed  themfclvcs 
%  proper  Democracy ;  and  that  it  was  entered  in  the 
Wh  records  of  1636,  **  Findittgy  that  as  free  bom  1^36. 
if  (f  the  fiate  cf  England,  we  hither  came  with  ^^^  ' 
k/  Jmgukir  the  privileges  belonging  to  fucb  j  in  the  fir fi 
we  think  goody  that  it  be  eftablijhed  for  an  oEl^  that^ 
Kwgf  to  the  [rights  fuppofcd  to  be  wanting]  and  due 
^es  of  the  fubjeSls  aforefaidy  no  impofttio}iy  law  or 
nee  be  made  or  impojed  upon  them  at  prejent  or  ta 
;  but  fuch  as /hall  be  made  and  impojed  by  conjenty  or-* 
I  to  the  free  liberties  of  free  bom  JubjeSls  of  the  ftate< 
Pfgdom  of  England,   and  no  otberwije.'*     They 
t  to  continue  their  allegiance  to  the  crown ;  to  re- 
beir  connexion  with  the  mother  country ;  to  adopt 
meral  laws  of  England  for  the  rule  of  government, 
in  they  fuited ;  and  to  be  governed  by  their  own 
ular  ads  in  other  inftances. 
rfons,  devoted  to  church  authority  and  particular 
lal  eftablifluncnts,  may  exclaim  againft  the  P/k- 
iam  for  their  religious  fentiments :  but  a  fair  and 
latement  of  them,  it  is  apprehended,  will  be  thought 
eft  defence  that  can  be  offered,  by  thofe  who  can- 
examine  the  New  ^eftamenty  and  are  properly  im-  • 
d  with  the  words  of  our  Saviour — My  kingdom  is 
this  world. 

hen  Mr,  Robinjon  and  his  affociates  feparated  from 
lurch  of  England,  they  were  rigid  Brownijls.  After 
emoval  to  Holland,  and  there  converfing  with 
;d  divines,  he,  being  a  gentleman  of  a  liberal 
and  good  dilppfition,  became .  moderate,  as  did 

his 


14  THEHlSfORYOFtHE 

his  people ;  fo  that  they  who  continued  rigid  Brdt&mfii 
would  hardly  hold  communion  with  them.  Mr.  RoUh-' 
Jm  and  his  Ibciety  did  not  require  of  thofe  who  joined 
them,  a  renunciation  of  the  church  of  England.  They 
alio  acknowledged  the  other  reformed  churches  for  true 
and  genuine;  allowed  their  own  members  otcafionri 
communion  with  them,  in  the  word  preached,  and  in 
the  prayers  conceived  by  the  preacher  before  and  after 
fcrmon,  but  not  in  the  lacraments  and  difciplme  j  and 
admitted  their  members,  known  to  them  to  be  pious, 
to  occafional  communion  with  themfelvca  in  the  facra^ 
ments.  Still  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that  they  were  not 
admitted,  becaufe  of  their  being  members  of  fiich 
churches,  but  on  account  of  their  known  piety :  their 
belonging  to  and  continuing  in  fuch  churches,  was  not 
an  argument  for  rejefting  them ;  nor  was  it  the  argu^ 
ment  for  their  reception.  Mr.  Robinfony  however,  by 
his  converfation  and  writings^  proved  a  principal  in 
ruining  Brownifm  j  and„  in  the  opinion  of  fomc  was  the 
father,  of  others  the  refborer,  of  tlie  independent  or  con- 
gregationai  churches.  Congregational  is  the  term  ufed  in 
Nem  England^  the  other  is  difcarded,  as  feeming  to  im^ 
ply  too  great  a  fcparation  from  fifter  churches^ 

The  Plymoutbians  held,  that  the  Bibl^  was  the 
fole  religious  code  of  proteftants ;  and  that  every  man 
had  a  right  to  judge  for  himfelf,  and  to  try  all  do£bine9 
by  it,  and  to  worfhip  according  to  what  he  apprehended 
that  diredbed.  In  dofhinal  tenets  they  agreed  with  the 
articles  of  the  church  of  England^  The  main  dil^ 
ference  between  them  and  other  reformed  churches^ 
was  about  hierarchy.  They  maintained,  that  no  par-^ 
Ocular  church  ought  to  conlift  of  more  perfoas  diaii 

couM 
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worfliip  in  one  congregation;  that  every  man 
?  uifappearance^^  to  be  a  true  believer  in  Chiift 
|ge&  to  his  authority  i  that  i^en  there  was  a  fuit* 
Ember  of  fach  believers,  who  thou^t  themielves 
in  cankknct  to  do  it,  they  had  a  right  tx>  imbodf 
chiiFth>  fey  fomc  certain  contraft  or  covenant^ 
fcd  or  implied;  and  that,  being  imbodied,  they 
b  chodc  all  their  officers,  who  weie  paftors  or 
ig  elderS)  mere  ruling  elders  meant  to  aflifl:  the 
I  and  qualified  co  teach  occafionally,  and  deacons 
ttt  to  mafu^  the  temporalities  c^  the  church,  to 
ire  of  the  poor,  and  to  officiate  at  the  Lord'a 
y  providing  the  bread  and  wine,  laying  the  cloth^ 
g  the  elements,  &c.  [The  cuitom  of  having 
dders  has  now  ceafed.]  The  elders  of  both  kinds 
^  fonatht  preibytery  of  overfeers  and  rulers, 
ilib  held,  that  no  churches  or  church  officers  had 
pwcr  over  other  churches  or  officers,  to  control 
lofe  upon  diem,  all  having  equal  rights  and  pri« 
k  Their  own  officers  were  removable  by  then* 
fpflifiable  i^ons  s  in  caie  of  capital  errors,  grofr 
iduft  and  the  Hke.  When  they  baptized,  the/ 
t  the  fign  of  the  crofs,  and  other  ceremonies  not 
ld  by  icripture.  They  received  the  elements  of 
mi'i^  fupper,  in  the  table  pofhire  of  the  day  and 
ia  which  they  lived.  Excommunication  diey 
A  to  he  wholly  fpiritual;  and  denied,  that  die 
I  or  its  officers  had  any  authority  to  inRiet  tem^ 
pains  and  penalties.  They  confidered  no  days  as 
but  the  Lord's  day,  which  they  obferved  with 
Bxi(9iiels.  Solemn  failings  and  thankfgivings,  as 
j)e<9:s  of  Providence  required>  they  had  a  pious 
7  regard 
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regard  to,  as  agreeable  to  both  natural,  and  revealed 
religion*  .        .  r 

A  better,  fet  of  emigrants  never  croffed  the  Atlantic^ 
*'  They  \yere  a  plain,  frugal,  induftrioiis,  confcientioi» 
and  loving  -people ;  and,  for  the  day  in  which  they  livedo 
and  confidering  their  education,  poflefled  a  good  Iharc 
of  politenels.  The  important  light  in^  which  they, 
viewed  morality,  led  them,  in  many  infttoces,  to  fuch 
critical  exaftnefs,  as  would  be  deemed  by  the  modems- 
ridiculous ;  from  thence  however  the  community  derived 
fubftantial  benefits.  They  have  been  ftigmatized .  as 
cnthufiafts;  but  nothing  like  eathufiafin  is  to  be  met 
with  in  the  -records  of  any  of  their  tranfaftions,  either 
civil  or  ecclefiaftic.  Their  piety  indeed  was  eminent 
and  fervent,  but  it  was  alfb  rational;  and  their  religioa 
was  that  of  the  Bible,  and  had  a  proper  influence  upon 
their  conduft." 

.  The  Plymoutbians  having  cleared  the  way  for  other 
fufferers  to  fetde  in  Americay  with  lefs  difficulty  and 
danger  than  what  they  had  experienced;  the  .fame  rf 
their  plantation  Ipreading  through  the  weftern  parts  o£ 
England  i  and,  the  government  in  church  and  ftate  grow-* 
ing  more  and  more  oppreffive;  the  territory  of  the 
tSz^.MaffacbiiJetfS'Bay  was  purchafed  of  the  Plymontb-Council, 
and  a  company  foon  formed,  who  confulted  on  fettling, 
a  plantation,  to  which  non-conforming  puritans  mig^t 
emigrate  in  order  to  enjoy  their  own  principles  in  full 
fccurity.  Their  fufferings  had  been  moderated  for  a  few. 
years  before  Elizabeth'^  death.  The  queen  was  far  advanced 
in  life ;  the  next  heir  to  the  crown  was  a  prejbyterian^ 
who  had  fubfcribed  to  the  Scotch  national  covenant,  and, 
with  hands  uplifted  to  heaven,  had  .pronounced,  "  The 

S€otch 
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irk  is  the  pureft  iii  the  world,  and  the  fervice  of 
of  England  an  evil  faid  mafs  in  Englijby  that 
lothing  of  the  mafs  but  the  liftings  :*'  he  had  in- 
fer fbme  of  the  perfccuted  miniftcrs ;  and  the 
were  cautious  of  afting  againft  a  party,  for 
Ling  James  had  declared :  but  upon  his  afcending 
>ne,  the  fears  of  the  high  church-men  and  the 
the  non-conformifts  were  foon  ended.  It  was 
before  the  king  became  in  the  church  a  fli- 
fecutor  of  the  non-conformifts,  and  in  the  ftate 
ht  2l  defpot  as  his  cowardice  would  allow.  In 
jlzing  for  Puritans,  all  who  ftood  by  the  laws  of 
and  oppofed  his  arbitrary  government,  though 
fis  churchmen,  he  ftrengthened  the  caufe  of  the 
^rilans :  the  former,  called  by  way  of  diftindtion 
filansy  joining  the  latter,  both  together  became 
Ih  the  majority  of  the  nation* 
jpthe  times  were  not  mended  3  and  the  death  of 
|hade  way  for  their  becoming  much  worfe;  King 
Hinfortunately  took  for  his  bofom  counfellor,  in 
B  aff^rs,  bilhop  Laud,  the  moft  unqualified 
for  the  purpofe  of  any  to  bfe  found  in  his  three 
W.   he   alfo  refigned  himfelf  up  to  arbitrary 

lowering  profpedt  thickened  apace;  the  Majja^ 
Company  therefore  provided  a  fafe  retreat,  in 

They  applied  immediately  to  the  improvement 
•  purchafed  territory;  and  fent  out  Capt.  John 
>  and  others,  with  fervants,  to  begin  a  plantation; 
ived  at  (what  is  now  named)  Sakm.  They  foon 
rtitioned  for  a  royal  charter,  hoping  that  their 
e  and  powers  would  be  thereby  fecured  and  pro-^ 

|.  C  moted. 
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^29.nioted.  They  foccfccded,  tod  a  charter  of  incorporatJ^S 
^,  *  was  granted,  msddng  them  a  body  poUtic,  by  the  iiamc 
of  **  The  Governor  and  Compaay  of  the  Maffa^hufeits^ 
&^  in  N&w  EngUmd^'  with  as  fuil  powers  as  any  other 
corporation  in  the  realm  of  England.  The  grant  and 
&c  of  the  Plymauth^Comcil  was  confirmed.  TUl  ite 
anniral  ele£Uon  by  the  company  could  commencei^ 
tiie  governor,  deputy-governcff-,  and  eighteen  afiiftanti 
were  fpecified.  The  mode  of  governing,  and  of  ad- 
mitting freemen  was  prefcribed.  They  were  empowered 
to  eledt  and  conftitute  fuch  other  officers^  as  m%ht  be 
thought  requifitc  for  the  managing  of  then-  affmrss  md'- 
^  make  laws  and  ordinances,  not  contrary  to  tiie  laars 
and  ftatutes-  of  the  fealm,  for  the  good  of  the  iaid  com^ 
pany,  aind  die  govei:nment  of  their  lands  and  plantatiiin, 
and  the  ixiliabkants  thereof.  They  were  allowed  to 
tranfport  perfons,  whedier  fubje9:s  or  feangers,  weapons, 
merchahdife,  &c.  ^  Isw  to  the  imUrary  mi'mibjimdmg 
.^fuch  was  the  di<pen{mg  power  the  king  afluofted.  He 
alfo  exempted  them  from  paying  cuftom  or  fiibfidy  tac 
fcvcn  years:  the  governor  and  company,  their  h£can 
and  afligiiS)  were  tt>  pay  neither  that  nor  any  tawt  m 
New  Englmd  for  tht  Jame  /pace.  All  were  freed  ftom 
duties  upon  goods  imported  or  exported  for  21  years^ 
except  the  old  5;  per  cent.*  cuftom  upon  importB  after 
ihe  es^iratkxnr  of  the  feven  years.  AH  his  m^efty^'s 
lubje^  gc>ing  to  and  inhabiting  the  company's  .lands, 
together  with  their  children,  were  to  enjoy  all  the  Hbcr- 
ties  of  free  and  natural  fubjedb,  within  any  of  his-do-, 
mioiods,  the  lame  as  diough  boin  m  England.  The 
king  could  mean  only,  that,  by  removing  to  and  refidiAg 
ki  the  M«8kh^ettiv  they  fhould  not  forfeit  for  them« 

feliBes,. 
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\^  or  children,  the  privileges  of  Engtijhmen,  and  be 
fed  as  foreigners  j  and  not^  that  they  fhould  be  go- 
ld by  laws  and  officers  of  their  own  making  or 
)fing,  perfonally  or  by  reprefentation  j  for  they  were 
hitly  diftinguiflied  from  the  governor  and  company 
Whom  it  appears  to  be  fuppofed,  that  they  were  to 
In  in  England)  as  thefe  were  authorized  to  ad- 
Iter  the  oaths  of  fupremacy  and  aUegiahce  to  all 
ivery  perfon  or  perfons,  who  ftiould  hereafter  go  to 
fe  the  lands  and  premifes  of  the  company.    Belide^ 
governor  and  company  were  entnifted  with  the 
r  of  making  laws,  ordinances,  &c.  not  contrary 
Ift  laws  of  England ;  .of  fettling  the  government, 
fnagiftracy  of  the  plantation,  and  its  inhabitants ; 
ming  all  the  officers  j  and  of  fetting  forth  their 
il.  duties>  powers  and  limits ;  and  the  king  corn- 
fed  that  all  fuch  laws,  ordinances,  &c.  fhould  be 
(hedi  in  writing)  under  the  common  feal  of  the 
Ismy,  and  therieupon  be  carefiilly  obferved  and  put 
fltecution,  according  to  their  true  meaning.     The 
tr  *  does  not  once  mention  iiberty  of  confcicnce  or 
Hon  I  though  one  f  hiftorian  has  inadvertently  ad- 
d,  that  ^^  free  liberty  of  confcience  was  likewife 
cd  to  all  who  fhould  fettle  in  the  Majfachujetts-Bay^ 
)rfhip  God  in  their  own  way;**    and  another  J, 
charter  granted  toleration  to  all  chrifKans,  except 
s/'      The   aflertions   apply  only   to   the  charter 
:d  by  king  William  and  queen  Mary. 

e  the  Charter  in  Hutchinjbns  Colleftion  of  Papers,  p.  l-^z^* 
rale's  Hiftory  of  the  Puritans,  4to.  Vol.  I.  p.  545. 
itchinfotCs  Hiftory  of  the  Majfachnfctts-Baj.  Vol,  II.  p.  j, 
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1 6219^  The  company,  in  the  exercife  of  their  chartered  powers^ 
30.  determined  that  a  governor  and  council  of  twelve,  re»- 
.  fiding  on  the  plantation,  ftiould  have  the  fole  ordering  of 
its  affairs  and  government.  They  appointed  Capt.  Endt- 
€ott  governor,  and  feven  gentlemen  going  from  England 
xo  be  counfellors,  and  diredted  how  the  other  five  fliould 
be  elefted,  togedier  with  a  deputy-governor  and  fecretary. 
Me&s.  HigginfoHy  Skeltcny  Bright y  John  and  Samud 
Browne  were  of  the  feven  counfellors  nominated  by  the 
company.  The  three  firft,  being  ^minifters,  had  de- 
clared themfelves  to  be  of  one  judgment,  and  to  be 
.  fully  agreed  in  the  manner  how  to  exercife  tlieir  mi^ 
niftry.  The  company's  committee  in  their  letter  to 
governor  Endicotty  exprefled  good  hopes  on  account  of 
it  J  and  at  the  fame  time  recommended  Meflrs.  John  and 
Samuel  Browne  as  men  whom  they  much  refpefted,  being 
fully,  perfuaded  of  their  fmcere  affedions  to  the  good  of 
the  plantation  *.  The  Bninifters  and*paflengers  conxing 
to  fettle  in  it,  were  epifcopally  inclined  when  they  lefi: 
England,-  though  they  could  not  conform  to  many  ce-, 
remonies  and  cuftoms,  nor  fubmit  to,  what  they  judged^ 
different  corruptions,  impofed  upon  their  confciences  by 
the  king  ^d  prelates.  They  were  ah'b  ftrongly  pre- 
judiced againft  tht  Jeparatijisy  in  which  clafs  the  P/y- 
mouthians  were  numbered.  But  long,  before  they  ar- 
rived, or  even  failed,  a  Dr.  Fuller^  a  deacon  of  the 
church  at  Plymouth,  and  well  verfed  in  it§  difcipline, 
having  been  fent  for,  on  account  of  a  fatal  ficknefs 
which  broke  out  among  the  emigrants  after  their  arrival 
at  Salany  had,  by  his  converfadon  widi  Capt.  Endicotty 
taken  ofi^  the  ill  efirct  of  common  report,  and  brought 
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think  favorably  of  the  outward  form  of  worfhip 

led  by  the  Plymouthians.    I'he  influence  of  the  doc- 

itercourfe  with  the  Salem  fettlers  cannot  be  thought 

sre  been  confined  to  the  captain.    When  the  bufinefs 

ganizing  a  church  was  brought  fonvard  after  the 

of  the  counfellors,  the  matter  was  frequently 
Ted,  and  at  length  it  was  determined  to  form  it, 
'  upon  the  plan  of  the  cine  at  Plymouth ;  and  to  in- 
le  latter  to  be  prefent,  by  their  meflTengers,  at  the 
h  ordination  of  the  minifters  MefTrs.  Skeltcn  and  Aug, 
ifon.  Notwithftanding  crofs  winds  the  Plymouth 
ngers  were  time  enough  to  give  the  right  hand  of 
Ihip,  by  which  ceremony  the  two  churches  pro- 
mutual  aflfedion  and  communion. 
>bably,  none  of  the  newly  arrived  fettlers  had  the 
idea  of  fuch  ecclefiaftic  proceedings,  when  they 
ngland  i  but  thought  very  differently.  Some  con- 
I'to  do  fo;  for  Mr.  Bright,  difagreeing  in  judg- 
from  the  other  minifters,  removed  to  a  diftance 
I  their  ordination ;  and  Meflrs.  John  and  Samuel 
!f,  diffatisfied  with  the  proceedings  of  the  fociety, 
ted  with  ffeveral  who  were  like  min;ded,  and  fat  up 
)r.  Governor  Endicotty  being  of  a  hot  temper 
ot  poflefled  of  the  greateft  prudence,  fummoned 
•others  before  him,  as  ringleaders  of  a  faftionj 
pprehending  that  their  converfation  and  conduft 

occafion  divifions,  fent  them  back  to  England^ 
t  their  own  inclination,  notwithfl:anding  thpir 
counfellors,  thinking  himfelf  juftified  by  his  publiq 

;  us  retvirn  to  the  Company  in  England^ 

C  3  Mr. 
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July  j^jj.^  Matthew  Craddock^  the  governor,  propofed  at  tho 
general  court,  that^  for  the  advancement  of  the  planta- 
tion, the  encouragenient  of  perfons  of  worth  and  quality 
to  tranfplant  themfelvcs  and  families,  and  other  weighty 
reafons,  the  government  of  the  plantation  Ihould  be 
transferred  to'  its  inhabitant$,  and  not  be  continuecl  ii\ 
iubordination  to  the  company  at  London.  The  matter 
was  debated  i  and  it  was  agreed,  that  the  perfons  prefcnt 
Ihould  ferioufly  confider  the  bufinefs  againft  the  next 
general  court;  it  was  alfo  requefted,  that  they  would, 
in  the  mean  while,  condu6t  with  th^t  privacy,  that  the 
affair  niight  not  be  divulged.  At  a  month's  end  they, 
met,  and  confented  that  the  governnaent  and  patent 
fhould  be  fettled  in  New  Englandy  if  it  could  be  done 
legally.  They  foon  after  received  letters  relpefting  the 
difference  between  governor  Endicott' zxidi  Mefirs.  John 
and  Samuel  Browne  \  and  fearing  that  thefe  two  had  in 
their  private  letters  defamed  the  plantation,  they  opened 
and  read  a  number  of  them,  and  ordered  that  none  from 
Mr.  Samuel  Browne  fhould  be  delivered;  however,  upon 
application  from  the  brothers,  they  direfted  that  they 
ihduld  have  a  copy  of  the  accufation  fent  againft  them 
from  New  England.  The  company's  letters  upon  this 
bufinefs,  one  to  Meffrs.  Skelton  and  Higginfony  and  another 
to  governpr  Endicottj  intimated,  that  there  had  been  in 
the  parties  addreffed  a  degree  of  intemperance ;  that  di- 
rect or  oblique  alperfions  had  been  thrown  out  ag^nft 
the  ftatc;  and  that  undigefted  counfels  had  been  too 
fuddenly  put  into  execution.  They  befides  exprefl^d  an 
apprehenfion,  left,  through  an  ill  conftrudlion,  the  fame 
might  make  the  company  obnoxious  to  any  adverfary  *. 

♦  SufibjK^JUcorfi, 
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he  difference  that  happened  in  the  plantation,  the 
ment  of  the  Br4wnes^  and  the  reports  circulated  by 
\y  undoubtedly  occafibned  much  talk.  Many 
d  think  it  iftrange,  that,  while  the  charter  was  totally 
:  upon  the  liead  of  religion,  and  feveral  of  the 
tees  and  company,  though  ftrongly  oppofed  to  the 
knics  of  the  high  churchmen,  were  real  epifcopa- 
j  perfons  of  this  profeflion  fhould  be  debarred  the 
:  of  worlhipping  according  to  their  own  judgment 
confcience,  and  be  even  expelled  the  plantation. 
fe  occurrences  moft  probably  for^^arded  the  plan  of 
Cr^ddock.  The  advice  of  learned  council  was  or-r 
i  to  be  taken,  and  it  was  confidered  how  to  execute 
)roje6ted  removal  without  offending  government, 
mong  the  other  weighty  reafons  which  induced 
i  to  remove,  we  rnuft  include  the  hope  of  getting 
md  the  reach  of  Land  and  the  high  commiffion 
t :  for  the  Maffachufetts  general  court  declared  in 
ij  "  That  feeing  juft  caufe  to  fear  the  perfecution 
!ic  then  biihop  and  high  commiffion,  for  not  con- 
ling  to  the  ceremonies,  they  thought  it  their  fafeft 
fe  to  get  to  this  outfide  of  the  world  (America)  out 
leir  view,  and  l^eya?jd  their  reach." 
*he  company,  at  a  general  court,  proceeded  to  aoa, 
icleftion  of  officers,  who  were  to  repair  to  and  fettle  ^^' 
Tew  England.  They  chofe  for  governor  John  Win^ 
p,  efq;  of  Groton  in  Suffolk^  a  gentleman  well  known 
bis  piety,  liberality,  wifdom  and  gravity.  The  bu- 
B  of  transferring  the  patent  and  corporation,  and  of 
bg  over  new  fettlers,  was  profecutcd  with  vigor.. 
t  enterprife  produced  a  general  rumor,  as  its  ex- 
[  and  magnitude,  the  number  and  principles  of  the 
^-  C  4  perfons 
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'  pcrfons  engaging  in .  it, .  opened  upon  the  public.  The 
intentions  of  the  parties  being  fulpefted,  and  jc^oufics^ 
arifing  cOQcernipg  them,  governor  JVin$hrop  and  ptho; 
gentlemen,  to  remove  prejudices,  conciliate  the  nund^ 
of  the  difafFefted,  and  recommend  themfelves  ^nd  their, 
expedition  to  the  favorable  regards  of  all  fcrious  chrif-  ^ 
i63o,tians  of  the  epifcppal  p^rfuafion,  addreCfed  their  brethren*, 
^'"^•in  and  of  the  church  of  "England^  and  afterward  failed- 
from  TarmoUtb  in  thq  ifle  of  Wight^  for  America..  The 
ligners  of  the  addrefs,  pray  in  the  moft  folemn  manner  tq 
be  confidered  as  the^  brethren,  and  defire  it  to  be  noted, 
that  the  principals  and  body  of  their  company  efteeoi  it 
Vheir  honof  to  call  the  church  of  England  their  dear; 
mother.  They  acknowledge,  that  fuch  hope  and  part 
as  tliey  have  obtained  in  the  common  falvation,  they 
have  received  in  her  bofom,  and  fuck'd  from  her  breafts. 
They  declare  themfelves  member$.of  her  bodyi  and 
that,  while  they  have  breath,  they  Ihall  fincerely  endeV. 
vour  her  welfare.  They  pronounce  diemfelves  a  church 
Springing  out  of  her  own  bowels.  Their  profeffions  are/ 
made  in  the  ftrpngeft  language  *. 
June  Th(?  company  arrived  at  Salem-,  ^nd  foon  were  in 
^^*  number  more  than  fifteen  hundred  perfons,  from  diffe- 
rent  counties  m  England.  They  applied  themfelves 
early  to  the  forming  of  churches ;  but,  the  Rev.  Mr, 
Cotton  (who  canie  frpm  Bofton  in  Lincolnjhire  to  take 
leave  of  his  departing  friends  at  Soutbajnpton)  having 
told  them  to  advife  with  the  Plymouthiansy  and  to  do  no- 
thing to  offend  them,  and  a  precedent  exifling  in  the 
church  at  Salon,  they  difmilTed  all  the  peculiarities  of 
(jpifcppacy,  and  preferred  the  congregational  mode;  in 

♦  Hfadhi/on's  Hiftory,  Vol.  I^  p,  487. 

general. 


AMfiHICAN       REVOLUTION.  ^5 

^.     However,  they  had  no  fettled  plan  of  church 

|dine,  till  after  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Conoft,  who  was  1633* 

)dered  as  a  kind  of  oracle  in  both  civil  andiacred 

►rs,  and  gradually  moulded  all  their  church  admi- 

litions,  and  thus  deternnined  the  ecclefiaftic  confti- 

in  of  the  colony ;  therein  verifying  what  Mr.  Robinfm 

Sudicioufly  predifted,   when  he  faid,    "  Many  of 

t  who  have  both  wrote  and  preached  againft  mc 

tny  people,  were  they  in  a  place  where  they  could 

I  liberty  and  \\w^  comfortably,  would  do  as  we  do  V* 

[)vernor  JVinthrop  inferted,  in  his  manufcript  hiftory, 

iWple  of  anecdotesj    of  an  earlier  date  than  Mr. 

[)n's  arrival,  which  may  amufe  you.     *'  July  30^ 

,  Mr.  Ludlow  in  digging  the  foundation  of  his 

:  at  DorchefteTy  found  two  pieces  of  French  money, . 

yras  coined  1596.     They  were  in  feveral  places, 

e  a  foot  within  the  firm  ground."    ^'  June  13, 

t.  At  Watertown  there  was,»in  the  view  of  diver$ 

rffes,  a  great  combat  between  a  moufe  and  a  fnakc ; 

Wfter  a  long  fight,  the  moufe  prevailed  and  killed  • 

piake.     The  minifter  of  Bofton,  Mr.  Wilfon,  a  very 

re  holy  man,  gives  this  interpretation—"  The  fiiakc  « 

p  devil,  die  moufe  is  a  poor  contemptible  people 

n  God  has  brought  hither,  and  who  (hall  overcome 

;luire,  and  difpofTefs  him  of  his  kingdom.**    **  At 

ime  time  he  told  the  governor,  that  before  he  re- 

d  to  come  into  the  country,  he  dreamed  that  he 

liere,  and  faw  a  church  arife  out  of  the  earth,  wliich 

up  and  became  a  marvellous  goodly  church."   He 

It  think  his  dream  divine ;  buc  it  is  eafily  accounted 

%  a  common  event,  arifing  with  the  church-build- 

.    *  frincc's  Chronology,  p.  23.S» 


ing  out  of  a  lively  imagination,  warmed  and  diredcil 
by  a  preponderating  inclination.  If,  inftead  of  interprets 
ing  the  combat,  he  had  only  mentioned,  that  the  eveat 
fuggcfted  to  him  fuch  thoughts,  and  fuch  an  improve* 
ment,  he  would  have  evidenced  more  judgment  and  an 
equal  degree  of  wifdom  in  fcizing  the  happy  circunnftance. 
The  colony  increafed  apace,  by  frequent  and  numerous 
accefllons.  But  "  it  appears  by  private  letters,  that 
the  departure  of  fo  many  of  the  beft,  both  miniftcrs 
^nd  private  chriftians,  did  breed -fad  thoughts  in  thofe 
behind  of  the  Lord's  intention  in  the  work,  and  an  ap- 
prehenfion  of  fome  evil  days  to  come  upon  Englaad  j 
yea,  it  began  to  be  viewed  by  the  council  as  a  matter 
of  (late,,  fo  that  warrants  were  fent  to  ftay  the  fliips, 
and  to.  call  in  the  patent;  but,  upon  the  petition  of  the 
fliip-mafters,  alleging  how  beneficial  the  plantation 
was,  they  were  releafed :  Mr.  Craddock,  howcvfer,  ha4 
ftrift  charge  to  delivca^iii  the-  patent,  and  wrote  to  the 
company  to  fend  it  home  upon  receipt  of  his  lett^, 
» ^34 •The  governor  and  affiftants  confulted  about  it,  and  rc^ 
iblved  to  anfwer  Mr.  Craddock,  but  not  to  retom  any 
anlwer  or  excufc  to  the  council,  for  the  prefent  ♦.** 

On  the  death  of  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  Laud  be- 
came the  king's  prime  minifter  in  all  affairs  of.  bcdi 
church  and  ftate  j  and,  on  the  death  of  archbilhop 
Abbot  J  he  was  exalted  to  the  fee  of  Canterbury.  Pctf. 
fefled  of  fuch  powers,  he,  by  his  pliant  tools,  tmuk 
bavock  of  the  churchy  haling  and  cominitting  to  prifm  con- 
fcientious  minifters  and  laymen,  who  would  not  bend  to, 
his  antifcriptural  impofitions,  fo  that  the  people  were 
fcattercd  abroad,  and  paflcd  over  the  Atlantic  into  the 
*  Governor  Winthrop's  MS.  Ktf^ory* 

wild$ 
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i  of  j4merica.    The  daily  inroads  of  the  court,  on 
:ivil  rights  of  the  fubjeft,  helped  forward  the  pmi- 

x>m  the  beginning  of  the  colony,  until  the  emigra- 

ceafed,  through  a  change  of  affairs  in  England,  164CW 

J  arrived  in  298  veflels  about  21200  fcttlers  (men, 

en  and  children)  or  4000  families,  but  they  did  not 

>nfine  themfelves  to  the  Majfachujetts.     Notwith- 

ing  the  numbers  that  repaired  thither,  when  Joflelyn 

d  Bofton,  in  1638,  "  he  found  it  rather  a  village 

a  town,  there  being  not  above  20  or  30  houfes.** 

c  fettlers  were  no  lefs  ftrenuous  for  their  own  par- 

ir   rights  and  privileges  dian  the   Plymouthians. 

in  the  governor  and  company  removed  from  Lon-- 

D  the  MaJfachuJettSy  they  renounced  the  appearance 

corporation,  and  afTumed  the  form  of  a  coannon- 

ii,  varying,  as  it  fuited  them,  from  the  directions 

jc  charter.     The  change  of  place  and  circumftanccs 

Snted  their  keeping  to  it  in  certain  inftances,  tliough 

lin  others;    but   they  could  eafily  farisfy  them- 

>  ^  to  any  violations ;    for   "  they  apprehended 

Ifelves  fubje<Et  to  no  other  laws  or  rules  of  govem- 

L  than  what  arofe  from  natural  reafon  and  die  prin- 

|i  of  equity,   except  any  pofitive  rules  from  the 

\  of  God  *."     Perfons  of  influence  among  diem 

\  that  birth  was  no  neceflary  caufe  of  fubjedion  % 

kat  the  fubjeft  of  any  prince  or  ftate,  had  a  natund 

1^  to  remove  to  any  other  ftate  or  quarter  of  the. 

ti,  when  deprived  of  liberty  of  confcience;    and 

j  upon  fuch  removal  his  fubjedion- ceafed.     They 

d  their  own  a  voluntary  civil   fubjeftion,    arifing 

♦  HutchinfcMi'i  Letter  of  December  7,  1762. 

merely 
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merely  from  a  mutual  compaft  between  them  and  the 
king,  founded  upon  the  charter.     By  this  compaft  they 
acknowledged  themfelves   bound;    fo  that  they  could* 
not  be  fubjeft  to  or  feek  proteftion  from  any  other 
^     prince,  neither  could  make  laws  repugnant  to  thofe  of 
England,  Sec.  but,  on  the  other  hand,  they  maintained,' 
that  they  were  to  be  governed  by  laws  made  by  them- 
felves, and  by  officers  of  their  own  elefting  *• '  They' 
meant  to  be  independent  of  Engllfli  parliaments ;  and' 
therefore,   when  their   intimate  friends   were   become 
leading  members  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  they 
were  advifed,  on  account  of  the  great  liberty  to  which 
king  Charles  left  the  parliament,  to  fend  over  fome  to" 
folicit  for  them,  and  had  hopes  given  that  they  might 
obtain  much,  the*  governor  and  affiftants,  after  meeting 
in  coluncil  upon  the  occafion,   "  declined  the  motion, 
for  this  confideration,  that,  if  they  fhould  put  them- 
felyes  under  the  protedion  of  the  parliament,  they  muft 
then  be  fubjeft  to  all  fuch  laws  as  they  (hould  make, 
or  at  leaft  luch  as  they  might  impofe  upon  them,  in 
which  courfe  (though  they  (hould  intend  their  good^ 
yet)  it  might  prove  very  prejudicial  to  them  f/* 

Whatever  approbation  fuch  fentiments  may  meet 
with  from  the  friends  of  liberty,  thele  muft  regret  thc' 
inconfiftendes  to  which  human  nature  is  fubjeft,  in  thofe 
very  perfons  whofe  experience  Ihould  have  taught  them, 
to  do  unto  others,  as  they  would  that  others'  fliould  have 
done  unto  them,  when  they  themfelves  were  fuffering 
under  the  relentlefs  hand  of  arbitrary  government.    But, 

*  Hutchinfon's  Hiftory,  Vol.  I.  p.  2j;i,  and  252. 

+  Extrad  from  Governor  JVimhrof^  MS.   Hiftory,   fent  Ac  by 

wha; 
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t  is  man  !  So  early  as  the  fecond  general  court  after  ifiju 
arrival  of  the  governor  and  company,  inftead  of,g^^ 
^ng  to  admit  all  the  fuitable  and  deferving,  to  a 
rous  participation  of  their  freedom,  they  pafled  the 
icious  .and  difingenuous  order,  "  For  time  to  come 
lan  fhall  be  admitted  to  the  freedom  of  this  body 
ic,  but  fuch  as  are  members  of  fome  of  the  churches, 
n  the  limits  of  the  fame  *."  They  foon  after  con-» 
?d,  that  none  but  fuch  fhould  (hare  in  the  admi- 
ition  of  civil  government,  or  have  a  voice  in  any 
on.  Thus  a  powerful  and  mifchievous  alliance  was 
ed  between  the  churches  and  the  ftate.  The 
dency  of  the  clergy  was  fecured  and  much  increafed  j 
o  one  could  be  propofed  to  the  church  for  a  mem- 
unlefs  the  minifter  allowed  it.  The  minifters  were 
ilted  by  the  general  court,  in  all  matters  of  great 
lent;  and  nothing  was  determined  in  fuch  cafes, 
mt  a  formal  reference  to  them ;  who,  of  courfe, 
their  influence  with  the  people,  to  procure  an  ap- 
ition  of  the  meafures  which  they  themfelves  had 

fedf. 

ftead  of  the  freemen's  appearing  perfonally  in  the  163^. 
•al  court,  they  for  the  firft  time  fent  deputies,  to  the     ^' 
>er  of  twenty-four.     TJiis  was  a  variation  from  the 
cr,  which  gave  no  power  to  admit  repr^cntativcs. 
fe  with  the  governor,  deputy  governor,  and  aflift- 
formed  the  legiflaturc  of  the  colony,  met  and  voted 
her  in  one  apartment  till  March  1644,  when  it  was' 
ned,    that  the  governor  and  afliftants  fhould  fit 

lafTachufetts  Records,  Vol.  I»  +  Hutchinfon's  Hiftor>', 

.  p.  4^4» 

apart :. 


;50  "tHt     HISTORY    OF     THE 

apstt:  «nd  thus  commenced  the  houfe  of  reprefentatiTCJ, 
as  a  diftrndt  body,  \ 

The  generahcourt  aflbmed  fpiritual  jurifdiftion.  Being 
trhurch  mefmbers,  they  might  fuppofe  they  reprefented 
the  thurchcs,  no  left  riian  the  colony.  They  would 
iCs^*  approve  of  no  churches>  after  a  certain  period,  unkfi 
g^^^  they  had  the  approbaii<in  of  the  magiftrates  and  ciders 
of  malt  ©f  the  churches  within  the  colony ;  nor  would 
admit  to  freedom  any  of  their  members.  They  prefled 
colonial  unifomiity  in  religion,  till  they  became  perfe- 
cutors  *.  Whatever  apology  may  be  made  for  the  trcat- 
ment  given  to  epifcopalians,  baptiils  and  quakers,  thei 
cdhny  cannot  be  cleared  from  the  chai^ge  of  pcrfc- 
cuting:  tiiat,  however,  will  not  juftify  thofe  who  per- 
fccutc  virith  reproaches  and  ill-will  the  prcfent  genera- 
tion, now  reprobating  the  intolerance  of  their  forefathers^ 
vihkh  at  that  period  was,  more  or  Icfs,  the  ftain  of  mdl 
religious  parties.  "  It  was  not  peculiar  to  the  Maflk^ 
chufetts  people  to  think  themfelvcs  bound  In  confcicnce^ 
to  ufe  the  fword  of  the  civil  magiftrate  to  convince,  or 
cut  off  heretics,  that  fo  they  might  not  infeft  the  churchi 
or  injure  the  public  peace  f.*'  The  tnle  grounds  of 
liberty  of  confcience,  were  not  then  known  or  embraced 
by  many  fefts  of  chriftians.  But  remember  that  thd 
M4ja€bufms-Baf  now  furpaffes  the  mothtt-  tountryi 
in  its  regard  for  the  facred  and  civil  rights  of  mankind 
It  not  only  exempts  thofe  of  other  denominations  froni 
paying  to  the  fupport  of  its  own  colonial  eftabUfhrnents^ 
the  congregational  churches ;  and  has  been  a*  great  num- 
ber of  years  in  this  laudable  pradice :  biit  it  proteSi  all 

•  Maflachufctts  Records,  In  many  places.        +  Mr.  JohA  Cildider^i 
Centuxy  Sermon. 

I  proteiiants 
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cfiants  without  requiring  any  qualifying  fubfcriptions 
sefts,  and  excludes  none  by  partial  laws  from  the 
cife  of  civil  power. 

•he  government  was  in  divers  refpefts  abfolute.  Both 
iftnttcs  and  general  court  often  judged  and  punifh- 
in  a  liimmary  way,  without  a  jury,  according  to 
edoA,  as  occafions  occurred.  It  was  four  years 
re  it  was  enafted  or  ordered,  that  no  trial  Ihoukl 

upon  any  for  life  or  banifhment,  but  by  a  jury  of 
Eien:    and  within  three  years  after,   that  law  was  i  ^37* 
ted  even  by  the  general  court.     They  exercifed, 
f  fitting,  legiflative,  judicial,  and  execudve  powers 
pra&ice  which  muft  ever  be  dangerous  to  the  rights 

people,  even  when  allowed  to  dicir  own  annwd 
jfentatives. 

be  country  at  length  grew  uneafy  at  thefe  proceed- 
I  were  fufpicious  that  the  general  court  afie&ed 
rary  government;  and  earneftly  expefted  a  body  of 
i«Q  diredk  and  protect  them  in  all  their  juft  rights 
Imvil^s  *.  It  was  the  more  neceffary  to  comply 
jthe  prevailing  expeftation,  for  the  bufinefs  had  been 
\  in  agitation :  not  only  fo,  but  a  great  majority  of 
Ihhabitants  were  not  freemen,  not  being  members  of 
congregational  churches,  or  declining  to  take  up 
freedom,  in  order  to  fecure  an  exemption  from 
in  civil  offices.     It  was  not,  till  1648  that  the  1648, 

of  laws  was  digefted  and  printed, 
conduft  of  the  colony  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 

racy  of  the  Englifh  adminiftration  on  the  other^ 
certainly  have    produced  a  revocation  of   the 
and  probably  the  ruin  of  the  plantation,  had 
hufett^  Recoids  fox  the  4th  of  November/  1646,  Vol.  I. 

not 
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not  the  difturbances  in  England  prevented.  It  tsecame 
a  favorite,  upon  the  change  that  followed  them ;  ^and^ 
while  Oliver  Cromwell  ruled,  met  with  the  utmoft  in- 
dulgence. From  1640  to  1660,  it  approached  very 
near  to  an  independent  commonwealth  *.  The  houfe 
of  commons,  in  a  memorable  refolve  of  the  loth  of 
March,  1642,  paffed  in  favor  of  it,  gives  New  Eng^ 
land  the  title  of  kingdom  f  ^  The  commiffioners  for  Nem 
England^  fent  over  by  king  Charles  II.  affert  in  their 

-       narrative  J,  that  the  colony  folicited  Cromwell  to  be  de-* 
dared  a  free  ftate,  which  is  not  unlikely. 

It  has  been  already  mentioned,  that  all  the  peribns 
palling  over  to  the  Majfachufetts  did  not  confine  theov- 
felves  to  that  colony. 

163^.  Several  families  removed  to  ComeSticut  river,  hf 
mutual  agreement  with  their  fellow  emigrants  that  re- 
mained behind.  Plantations  were  formed  at  Hartford^ 
WindJoTy  and  Weathersfield.  The  inhabitants  being  iboii 
after  fully  fatisfied,  that  they  were  out  of  the  Mafia-* 
chufetts  limits,  and  of  courfe  jurifdiftion,  entered  int30 

1639.  a  combination  among  themfelves ;  became  a  body  pofi- 
tic,  without  rcftraining  the  freedom  of  dieir  civil.go^ 
vcrnment  to  the  memberfhip  of  their  churches ;  and 
proceeded  to  the  choice  of  magiftrates  and  reprc- 
fentatives.  By  the  articles  of  government,  it  was  de- 
termined that  there  fhould  be  annually  two  general 
courts ;  and  that  no  perfon  Ihould  be  chofen  governor 
more  thaq  once  in  two  years.  But  it  muft  be  c^fervedj 
that  the  fame  year,  in  which  the  families  removed  fitm 
the  Maflachufetts,   Liords  Say  and  Brooke^  with  odier 

♦  Hutchinfon's  Hillory,  Vol.  IT.  p.  2  and  3.  f  IbiJ.  VqLI^ 

p.  1 1  J.      .   .  J  Hutchinfon's  CoUcfiiot>,  p«4iOr  •  • 

gendkmcot 
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lemen,  having  obtained  a  grant,  John  Winthrpp, 
was  appointed  governor,  took  poffeflSon  of  Con- 
cut  riyer,  and  began  to  ereft  jsl  fort  (which  he  called 
Brooke)  to  fecure  the  mouth  of  it.  He  was  fup- 
.with  men,  provifions  and  all  things  neceflary,  by 
Eel  from  England,  fent  by  the  grantees,  which  ar- 
the  latter  end  of  November.  Some  of  the  grantees 
n  contemplation  tranfporting  themfelves,  families  , 
cffedbs,  to  the  territory  they  had  obtained;  but 
lefign  of  emigrating  was  laid  afide,  when  matters 
I  to  take  a  new  turn  in  their  native  country ;  and 
igth  the  agent,  Mr.  Fenwick,  was  authorized  to 
ie  of  their  lands,  which  were  purchafed,  in  1644, 
•  people  who  had  removed  from  the  Maffachuffetts. 
vo  large  Ihips  arrived  at  the  Majacbufefis-Bay  ifijY* 
paffengers  from  London..  Great  pains  were  taken 
rvail  upon  thepi  to  remain  in  the  colony ;  but  they 
i  by  removing  to  a  confiderable  diftance,  to  bc 
f  ther  reach  of  a  general  governor,  with  whom  the 
ry  was  then  direatened.  They  fent  to  their  friends 
meSlicut  to  purchafe  of  the  nativts  the  lands  lying 
jen  thfem  and  Hudfon's  river.  They  laid^he  founda- 
of  a  flourifhing  colony,  of  which  New  Haven  was 
apital.  They,  as  Connedlicut,  formed  a  goycrn7 
,  mu.ch  like  the  Maffachufetts,  by  a  voluntary 
ment,  without  any  charter,  or  commiflion,  or  au- 
y  whatfoever,  from  the  crown  or  other  powers  in 
|nd.  They  admitted  no  one  to  any  office  civil  or 
iry,  or  to  have  a  voice  in  any  cledion,  except  h? 
I  member  of  one  of  the  churches  in  New  England. 
'  had  no  jury,  either  in  civil  or  criminal  cafes, 
)L.  I.  D  "       ConncSlicut 
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CMtiSikui  and  ffiw  Hiveh  contmuSd  tWo  ^ffi^  4f^ 
lonieS  fer  maiiy  years.  At  -kngth  thfe  gehttfl  iscKift^ir 
Connfe&icut  determined  to  {Jrefer  an  aBdi^efi  dtfl.^etiiailfl' 
fa  Charles  H.  pi-ofeffing  their  fubjef^dn  ^id^te^atky  tt 
his  thsgtfiy,  a^  Yblicking  a  royal  charter;  Md  ^ilhi 
Windir^,  c!q;  M^io  had  beeft  chofen  ^omtidr^  J#aii 
ippc^fattd  to  rfegbtisttc  the  afiair  with  ttie  kki^.  He^fiiC^ 

1662.  te^edaitd  tiitiyal  charter  was  obtaihedj  toi^HliltifligttitB 

^Y/  t^  edfinfcs  for  tier  one  body  corpontte  «tnd  ffblMci. 
Wfe#  ftu^  tobk  the  affair  ifij  and  for  feme  tim*  dJs 
fcRricd  titfc  linloh.    But  dftictiltie^  were  amicably  fctSed 

I  eSs*  ^  hSky  ihii  -the  cblonite^  tinited  liy  'ftgrecmettt. 

•  The  rdyal  charter  feftabiilhfed  a  puit  derftocracj^i 
EVcJy  ^5(J%er,  aB  well  ddiberath^e  as  aftivie,  was  iriveltod 
in  thfe  ffibfemen  of  Idle  (Corporation  -or  thetr  delegates, 
fcMihfe  idlbny  was  uitder  no  tjbligation  to  ccnnmunicttee 
Wit  aifts  df  their  local  legiflattire  to  die  king.  .  h  wlB 
fke  fente  as  to  die  rtfyal  charter,  granted  die  iiext  ywtf 
to  Ricfde  IfiMi  and  Providence  Pkntafiom  ♦. 

z685.  In  5^tdy  various  articles  xjf  high  mifdctrieandr  %efe 
«Mbftfcd  againft  the  goverrior  &nd  coWpany  df  Coft- 
iSidaosir-iaA  ttders  were  -^vea  -to  ifiue  a  writ xtf  jw 
ifforrmh  ferdiwrdi  agairift  diie  ecdony.  The  neit  year 
t^^'Wtks  ykcrtftin/Td±(y  Mr.  R^  andtrftef -ihcm 

a  *ird  in  ^etJember.  This  is  ^aken  notice  of  by-flie 
governor  iihd  rdmpary  in  -their  letter  'of  J*i.  ^ 
'leWS-y,  Whitfein  tlicy  mferiddn  thcfr  readinefi  te  &bttik 
tdhisniajefty's'ttyd  Cbmih^  and  Hmt^  <'  itkte^ 
ebi^<^ -diem  ii^th  the  other  cdOnks  and  ^\^ 
Sir  EiKkM '^bOroSj  it  ^lild  be  hiOre^eiiflnglhu'ftb 

*  Chalmen's  Tolidcol  Anoals^  under  CobneRicttt  vA  lUidde- 
Iflatid* 

be 
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Ijped  wth  any  other  provinpe."    Such  profdTcd 

fS^^fl  I>rQh^b)^  prevf nt^d  the  j^n^  wwrantu^  bein^ 

with  effed:^  s^ncj  prodppe^  4n  order  tq  i^n^rps 

}t  the  furcender  of  the  charter  and  tjie  rubmilTion 

^  .polony.     Sif  Edrnund,  went  to  Hartfard  in  Qdo- 

It  wj^cii  at  night  he  p^fpeftcd  the  charter  would 

tcx\  fnitendereji  intp  his  hands,  the  candle  was 

k.  .oi*|: ,  and  the  ,c}igrter  withdrawn  from  the  tablc^ 

I  off  and  fecrcted  by  one  of  the  company :  lyjiQie 

j^ififfY  fervice  was  after^-ard  rewarded,   by  the 

il  aflembly  with  five  Ihillings,   agreeable  to  the 

Ifnpic  nciawers  of  the  people.    He  hsrwcy^v pub- 

■  \a  the  general  court  hi^  orders  an4  comnjiQlpn, 

evfry  one  tacitly  obeyed,     lip  diflblvcd  the  for- 

pyjenjmem,  and  aflwpn^d  the  adminiftratiop,  re- 

g  '}^pi  Ui3  iegiflative  cpjjjijcil  ,the  late  governor  juid 

jjy,  J&y  fhe  betoer  caijying  qn  tlje  lyjifinpfs  j^jf  the 

r.     The  ^ubfeq,vwj  rf voJ.ution  ip  pQgl^d  brought 

rs  ba^,  after. a  while,  to  itheir  fbrpipr  courie;  as 

gil  .validity  of  the  chanter  wa^  adniixj:c(^. 

B  peopling  of  thefe  three  laft  coloyfties  wa,s  QW»^ 

r  to  «he  Puritan  Mimjlcrsy  ss^4^^  b^9g  Gkaced  at 

repaired  to  New  Engknd,  that  they  nught  enjoy 

^  .9jf  ^CQoTeience^  .a,ic^d  (^ey  afi»  riieo?  yail  Jayp- 

3f  xt^c^r  4*ieod?  s^d  fey^reps.    T^y  aa?ai^t;fi^ 

c^ity^qwn  Jj^eforp  X64;  >  ^ari<^  tfeiough  ^^  weKf)l» 

f  of.iive^ceat^lejjji^  fkcyhs^f 

^areof  esw*i.t;h^  if^^r^ndg^h^^ 

t-periffd;,  andwerexnenof^nriwcy^ 

l^ip^ferig^v^,  a^eftiot^tepre^cj^.ex?^ 

ip  the  .dodi^^iiiq?  of  ;l;ie  .4^V^S!^  .^^  ^%¥^^>  ^^  .^" 

much  to  jpronipte  ji  ^rqforijai^^jika  jjf  ^(p^ryiers  in 

D  2  their 
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their  feveral  parilhes.  Many  planters,  who  accom- 
panied or  followed  them,  were  gentlemen  of  confidera- 
ble  fortunes  and  of  no  mean  education,  who  fpent  their 
eftates  in  New  England,  and  were  at  the  charge  of 
bringing  over  many  poor  families,  that  were  not  able 
of  themlelves  to  bear  the  expenfe  *.  The  body  of  Isuty 
and  clergy, .  colleftively  confidered,  furniflies  fuch  a 
glorious  conftellation  of  charafters,  as  would  employ 
the  pen  of  a  firft-rate  writer  to  do  them  juftice ;  notwith- 
ftanding  what  has  been  above  remarked  of  their  govern- 
mental miftakes. 

The  dangers  to  which  the  New  England  colonies  were 
early  expofed,  induced  them  to  think  of  confederating 
for  their  mutual  fafety.  Articles  were  drawn  up  in 
1638;  but  they  were  not  finifhed  and  ratified  till  the 
1643-  feventh  of  September  1643;  from  which  time  we  are 
l[^^'  to  look  upon  Plymouth y  MaJfachuJettSy  ComeBlicut  and 
New  Haven  as  one  body,  in  regard  to  all  public  traiif- 
aftions  with  their  neighbours,  though  the  private  affairs 
of  each  colony  were  fiill  managed  by  their  own  coiirts 
and  magiftrates. 

Pafs  we  on  to  the  fetdement  of  the  other  New  England 
colonies. 

Mr.  Roger  JVilliamSy  who  lucceeded  Mr.  SkeltoHy  upon 
his  deceafe,'  as  paftor  of  the  church  at  Salem,  being 
banifhed  from  the  Maflachufetts,  repaired  with  twetw 
1 63  J.  companions  to  the  Narraganfet  country,  and  had  land 
given  him  by  tjie  Indian  Sacbeni  Canonicus  5  of  whom  he 
afterward  purchafed  the  large  traft,  lying  between 
Pawtucket  and  Pawtuxei  rivers  (the"  great  falls  and  the 
little  falls;  as  the  Indian  names  fignify,)  and  ftilcd  it 
"  ♦  Ncalc's  Hiftory  of  Ne*w  England,  Vol.  I.  214—217. 

Providence 


AME.RICAN       RE  V  O  L  U  T  I  O  N.  JJ 

)tdence  "  from  a  fenfe  of  God's  merciful  Providence 

dm  in  his  diftrefs."     The  audiority  and  power  of 

ntonomyy  another  Sachem,,  and  his  uncle  Canonicus^ 

I  all  the  Indians  round  to  aflift  him  and  his  few  af- 

tes,    "When  the  determinations  of  the  Maflachufctts 

ral  court  (occafioned,  by  what  they  called  antino- 

\  difputes)  banifhed  many  and  induced  others  to 

:  the  colony,  the  heads  of  the  party  were  entertained 

friendly  manner  by  Mr.  fPlUiams\   who  advifed  1638, 

I'to  feek  a  fettlement  on  Rhode  I/land^  and  was  very 

omental  in  procuring  it  of  tlie  Indian  Sachems. 

hey,  to  the  number  of  eighteen,  incorporated  them- 

s,  and  began  fettling  the  ifland.     The  plantations 

:  and  at  Providence  increafed  apace,  owing  to  the 

al  fentiments  of  die  firft  fetders:  and  in  1643  Mr. 

lams  went  to  England  as  agent,  and  obtained  ^'  a  1644. 

and  abfolute  charter  of  incorporation  of  Providence  J^' 

Rhode  IJland  Planutions,  empowering  them  to  rule 

ifelves,  by  that  form  they  might  voluntarily  agree 

I."    They  agreed  upon  a  democratic.    Mr.  Williams 

J   claims    die  honor  of  having  been  the  firft  le- 

tor  in   the  world,    in  its  latter  ages,    who  efFec- 

y  provided  for,   and  eftablilhed,   a  free,  full,  and 

lute  liberty  of  confcience.     This  was  the  chief  caufe 

\united  the  inhabitants  of  Rhode  IJland  and  thofe  of 

pdence^  and  made  them  one  people,  and  one  colony. 

i  foundation  principle  on  which  this  colony  was  firll 

pd,  was,  that  "  every  man  whojuhmits  -peaceably  to  the 

authority^  may  peaceably  worjhip  God  according  to  the 

iieJ  of  his  own  confcience  without  molejiation.''     When 

{Colony  was  applied  to  in  1656  by  die  four  United 

fdes  "  to  join  them  in  taking  effeftual  .methods  to 

D  3.  fupprefs 


ftinh  Kc^  pr<ipagtt(ca  m  Ac  ccmW&7>"  the  kflftWblf 

1663,     xCifl§[  'dnspf'lef  II,  ^Shtj^  $H  'Itelfic  xni^rpcr,  '^^iicb^ 

1"^^   die  .e<)fi%  15^  iyiade  a  bddjr  corpdratfe  and  polKic,  b^ 

jfhe  nkftie  of  'thi^  Gdvmor  and'Cepfpafij^  4f  fbfi  EflgX^ 

toUny  "of  libodf  $dnd  and  Providetfde  TUintdHms  in  NM 

England  in  \^f^ca,    TKe  c|i^fter  f^feiYe(J  oiftly  aflc^^ 

•    ^nge  to  the  kiftg,  \^Cho\it  the  irn?Heft  ftare  of  the  lew 

^fl^ive  tfr  earfGUtive  pd*>frrs\ 

;685.     A  'iTrit  of  ^fet?  ufaff^o  wasifTuefi  dtit  a^mft  the  (»? 

loriy,  Whicti  Vhs  l^rdilght  Ifdrie  ^6,  r6»<J,    Tl>e^Jrffem^iy . 

flet^njiiftM  riot  t6  ftand  -fuit,     After  the  rc^fohition, 

they  vi^crc  jailldWftd'by  govei-rifirfcrit  to  rdurttc  ihfcir  char- 

••    ter,  no  judgpriehtliaving'bcen  ^en  ag;ainft  it.         '    ' 

Hciv  f&ni0ire  ahd  the  Moifi  i*crc  fettted'8ll>6ut*dih 

krhd  had  dbtkiited  ptc'nts  j  Uiid  whdfe  %d€\vs  Verc  t6  ttr- 
rfch  theitii^lyes,  by  the  fiftiirig  'trade  at  fea,  and  :fh% 
Jbeaver  trade  affioifc.  Kcligibn  had  lijdc  concern  iik 
the  feftleifients :  but  it  had  fiJnit  in  the  flfomion  6[^ 
^xefer,  oh  tKe  river  Pafcafaj^f'a;  •^fiieh  Was  began  \J^ 
^r.  ^I^Sfi'tii/rtght  (a  minifter  baiiiifh^^  ffftrn'tiiic  NfdlEi- 
chuictts,  on  xdouik'6f'iKemuh6  %rid| 

which  the  colony  was  coriVulfed,)  and  V^  a  ntJttlbifr.df 
liis  idhefcrits.  TKey  Tormina  'tHgtaiTelfes  ititb  %  hbdf 
"f6Mc.  *nffefe  'btKcr  fflftlh^  gCvertimehts  ^tte  dfi) 
*d    >li(h(^'6n't»ic1>i7inclics'6fthe  f^^  Tlrtft 

e/nhiihcs,  'bcihg  tiltogfeth^r  Vohmftiiy,  liad^lib  fiifctr. 
jrite*t«>'th<fr'C6titimiliri&  J  and  the  iHcril-ictdc»ii*effe 

^  too 
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divided  in  opinion  to  form  any  gqod  general  plan  of 
p^nent  adouniftroxipn.  Therefore  the  more  Qonr 
-ate  among  them  treated  widi  the  MaOachufetcs^ 
ic  taking  diem  under  its  protedion;  which  fully 
d  the  wiil;Les  of  that  colony>  as  it  4flrorded  the  head^ 
;  the  pj^rcunity  of  realizing  die  conHrudion  they 
put  upon  a  claufe  of  tliei^  charter,  by  which  they 
ided  tjieir  line,  lb  as  to  comprehend  both  Ne^ 
pfi>ire  and  the  Main.  The  builoe($  terminated  ia 
incorportion  of  the  two  colonies,  99.  condiuon  th^Vt 
inhabitants  of  each  fiiould  enjoy  equal  priyi)eges. 
^  connnued  long  united,  and  wece  of  one.  heart  and 
\  in  clvU  and  religious  affairs  *.  Wh^n  ieparatcd 
he  king's  commitfiipn  for  die  gover^meqt  of  Nei^ 
fjhirey  the  new  aHqmbly  at  their  firft  meeting*  ii>  a 
r  of  March  2.5,  i68o,  to  the  governor  of  the  Mat  i^gg, 
lifetts,  to  be  cprnmunicated  to  the  general  court, 
^d  th^r  full  fatisfac^on  m  die  pail  conuedtion;  a 
{ful  fenfe  of  the  ca^e  x^ysx  had  bee^  exerofed  aw 
3  \  god  of  their  having  been  well  gpverpef}  •  and  an 
^med  ^^s&^^y  that  a  mumal  corrd^ndeace  betwe^en 
>  iftigbft  be  fettled  \. 

Ujj^  ^owps  in  tthp  province  9f  Maki^  after  a  dme,  fcU 
.a  fl^te  qf  .CQfifuAon.  T^  Maflachufetts  toqjk  th^ 
»^W0.tfy3  fer  e(VQp\iraging  <ljc  diQpftlidon  which  pre^ 
id  io  jiQ4^  qf  fibe  i{i(ial)i^ts  to  .fiU>mit  to  their  ju- 
iEtion;   and,  to  ^^bir9(sud  :Cheir  compliance,  graniied  i652« 

y%  iv  ti^y  .W«e  ,all  f^^niwn  i^un  taking  the  oath, 
teas  ..^^  Yibffit  fife  ^  one  could  he  n^e  fi;ee, 
;(s  he  Yf^  A  .<ihl^h  member.     The  province  was 

[HuttbisCon'i  Vii&Qgy,  Vol.  I*  f*  26^.  ^  Ibid.  p.  5x8, 

D  4  made 
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made  a  county,  by  the  name  of  Torkjhire:  and  the  towns 
Tent  reprefentatives  to  the  general  court  at  Bojion.  Though 
the  major  part  of  the  inhabitants  were  brought  to  con- 
fent  to  this  regulation,  great  oppofition  was  made  by 
fome  principal  perfons,  who  feverely  reproached  the 
Maflachufetts,  for  ufing  force  in  order  to  reduce  the 
province:  but  the  people  experienced  the  benefit  of 
it,  and  were  contented.  They  continued  in  union 
'-vnth  the  Maflachufetts  until  1665,  when  a  fhort  fepara- 
tion  commenced. 

You  have  now  a  (ketch  of  the  fettlement  of  all  New 
En^and:  It  would  have  been  far  more  cbncife,  had  it 
not  been'  nec^flary,  to  correft  the  miftakes  frequently 
committed,  by  thofe  who  publifli  on  the  fubjeft;  and 
to  remove  the  reproaches  call  upon  the  bulk  of  the  in- 
habitant's,' oh  account  of  their  religious  pmfeffion. 
Whether  there  was  any  material  difference  between 
them  and  the  other  colonies,  in  regard  to  the  opinion 
they  entertained  of  their  civil  rights,  you  will  be  able 
'to  obferve  in  the  courfe  of  your  reading.  Their  judg- 
ment in  relpeft  to  the  exercife  of  parliamentary  powers 
over  them,  may  be  further  known  by  what  Randolph 
wrote  concerning  the  Maflachufetts,  in  his  narrative  and 
letters,  after  the  reftoration ;  from  whence  **  //  Jeems  to 
have  hem  a  general  opinion  that  aSls  of  parliament  had  no 
other  forcey  than  what  they  derived  fron^  alls  pajfed  by  the 
general  court  to  eftablijh  or  confirm  them.'* 
1 616.  RanJLolph  declared; "  No  law  is  in  force  or  eflieem  there, 
but  fuch  as  are  made  by  the  general  courts  and  there- 
fore it  is  accounted  a  breach  of  their  privileges,  and  a 
betraying  the  liberties  of  the  commonwealth  to  urge  the 
obfervation  of  the  laws  of  England:' ^^^^.  No  oath  (hall 

be 
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irged,  6t  required  to  be  talcen  by  arty'  perTdn,  but 
bath  as  the  general  court  hath  confidered/  allowed, 
required."—**  There  is  no  notice  taken  of  the  aft 
avigation,  plantation,  or  any  other  laws  niade  in 
vid  for  thcTCgulation  of  trade."—"  AH  nations  have 
'liberty  to  come  into  their  ports,  and  vend  their 
modities  without  any  reftraint ;  in  this  as  well  as 
her  things,  that  government  would  make  the  world 
vc  they  are  a  free  ftate,  and  do  aft  in  all  matten 
pdingly."^— "  The  magiftrates  have  continually  diC- 
ed  his  mjgefly's  command  in-  his  royal  letters  of 
i,  64,  6^,  66,  and  thofe  of  March  laftj  everrefcrv- 
to  thcnafelves  a  power  to  alter,  evade  and  dilannul 
law  or  command  not  agreeing  with  their  humor, 
le  abfolutc  authority  of  their  government,  acknow- 
ing  no  fuperior." — "•  He  (the  governor)  freely  de- 
jd  to  me,  that  the  laws  made  by  your  majefty  and 
-  parliament  obligcth  them  in  nothing,  but  what 
Bb  with  the  intereft  of  the  colony ;  that  the  legifla- 
power  is  and  abides  in  thtm/olely  *." 
'he  Majfachufetts  general  court,  in  a  letter  to  their  1679. 
its,  mentioned,  that  not  being  reprcfentcd  in  parlia- 
.t,  they  looked  not  upon  thcmfelvcs  to  be  impeded 
heir  triade  by  the  afts  of  trade  and  navigation,  and 
thefe  could  not  be  obferved  by  his  majefty  Vlubjefts 
faflachufctts  without  invading  their  liberties  and  pro- 
ics,  until  the  general  court  made  provifion  therein 
I  law,  which  they  did  in  Oftober.    'Notwithftanding 

Sec  Hutchinfon's  CoUeftion  of  papers,  p.  477 — rjo5.  !The  Maf- 
rietts  affembly  in  their  anfwer  to  gov*^rnor  Hmchinfon  in  1773 
e '  the  above  paffages  in  fuch  a  manner  and  to  fuch  a  purpofe,  as 
Efo  theur  opinion  of  the  tnitii  of  what  Randolph  declared* 

fuch 


nadc^  be  fM^Sh/^  kk  Bpftoa  bfr'  iieab  jof  4iwib  «p4.  tf 
daAmdti'  Amk^  corp^lw)^.  to  4J^:fl9WP«ffiff«ll9 

dfilfr  obierved.  Wiiica  jk^  F!^^  ^wnd  thifwfehKff  jf 
dfvsgp:  of  ^tjm  «wt4»%  ^^i^^  ^ffili^ecd  upoi^  iiv:h  eqopi^ 
t^atvm  gC  tbeir  ^  lof  trade».  a&JK)  jsukc  theBp.juxQc4 

x^3*iiM\[28^JNav.  >  xiS83i  and  the  next  ygir  a  wr)(;<)f 
^'  Jm^  'f§tiai  v«&.  pro&outed  ia  the  court  43f  ch^aoegr 
s^gainft  the ^venu)r  andcoinpany,  afid  ji^dgmeot givtn^ 
diatdicchajci3^J9icuildJ^  Coo&lcxisig  the 

temper  i^i  Chwrks  IL  it  j^  rad^  ja^ttar  of  aftoojifhr 
fnenL  t'l^ar  thp  ieotiDiciits  aimI  ^C3onl^]&  of  .the  Mafliu- 
cbuiett^  gavomnent  414  iwt  pra^qhe  lww4»itwattc.ithp 
dnrt»*  nycb  fooocrr.  Howovrer  i9Qct)fyiQg>  Tft  ^ 
would  have  boM  .nMrrfirudi9ijt»  tprhikve  deoUoed  0{|9r 
tending  wkh  the  :kiiigi  when  they  knew  dial  j(hgr  ^luft 
be  vanqniflifidt  tfaaa  xivtuaUy  to  bid  him  defimcQ. 
Such  jCbbcDiffiooi  mig^  not  haiite  .fanred  them  fit>m  tjbe 
latbitEaiy  ^yenunent  that  fiiilowed,  biit  coiild  ^lav^ 
iicen  c/  no  difii^ndcc^  fhad  th«re  not  been  aXublcqiicnt 
mcdutioa:  .that  event. takiqgjda^  it  would hw:ebeeii 
exdsmely  faoMfkiaL  Xbqr  iinight  haw  boen  aiUowed 
^otreiuonrdiftir  charter,  w»dy,  if  jiot  whoUy. 

Before  we  proceed  to  die  foudiward,  let  it  be  notedt 

1672*  tnsc  m  167*^  ihc'IBng^nh  parliament  enaifted  by  l^fnf^ 

'^  Tliat  ff  iu^  veflel,  -which  by  Jaw  may  ande  .ip  tbp 

fJart^^hQa^  fi^ll  jikc  j|n  boaid  'ABV.eAumemcd.'OiRiM 

modides, 
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i!^,  aiid  a  botA  (hfttt  noc  have  been  given  wch 
ittst  fedftiicjr  to  unkde  them  in  £ngjlaiid>  tfane 
.ite  mvdered  tb  his  majeftf)  for  fugan,  cobdcod, 
ecv  Yiocoa  nut,  indtg^^  logwood,  fttfttc^  cotton  wmA^ 
ifVtea)  dunks  numdoned  in  tkt  law,  to  be  paid  in 
ip^M  in  the  plmfittioAS,  and  ta  Aach  ofikeit  as 
4p6  atf^iilited  tt>  cdkd):  the  fione:  aftid  fiir  their 
r  o^ieiftioA,  it  is  'en2ded>  that  -die  whole  bufindt 
4>e  is\dtt3Lgbi,  and  the  ifinpofts  be  levied  bjr  cifiieM 
ttfKid  j^  the  CDtf«d)ifik)ii0n  «f  die  ct^Ofias  in  £qg«^ 
^  This  16  l!heigt^  aft  that4lir^K)fedciiftcM»)sxin^ 
^  ^dtoie>  «b  ^  regultfrly  ctilkiSted  hf  oolmial 
Me  ^9Lcm.  Bi3t  the  b«ft  ftffeOed  cdkme^ 
iilto^,  \%^ma  «&d  Mafj4atid,  <x)niiddnng  ^ 
df  thcdfc  richer  as  incimrifteift  with  dieir  pphilege^ 
efbti^Vie  cf  dMir  hi^t  <:oiiliineyce,  hefitaced  » 
(^r«ki^«he^<mfion6^^Aietows;  and  trafficked 
fda  iN>flMkif>  iMbareMr  hope  of  gain  diredbed  their 
\jkti6l^.  Chitfks  il.  rcfmiMmled  diem,  and  ihk 
ibbrs  gliVe  Itendhig  iilfliruSliOhs  ^upMi  the  head,  bdt 
wt  effeft  *. 

brWnor  JficMfiH  of  Maiyfand  Wrdte  to  the  board 
tide,  Augift  ^698,  *«  I  have  obftffved  thdta  giwfc 
\f  ptopleih  -aH  theib  provinces  and  colonies,  e^e*- 
f  in  thdfe  Under  jK-oprietifies,  and  the  two0tto% 
r  Contteifticat  tmd  -Rhode  Ifland,  think  •  that  no  tow 
teglfcd  oiigHt  to  'be  in  force  and  binding  oo^em 
oUt  tirtir  own  corifentj  for  they  fooUflUy  fay,  they 
k  no  feprefettcatives  ferlt  frdtn  th^mfelves  to  tbepai^ 
Iftft'of  -Engkhd :  and  they  look  upon  oil  laws  made 
Bngfelnd,  that  piit  any  reftraint  ujion  them, -to-be 

"*  Chalmers's  Political  Annals,  p.  '313. 
\'  great 
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Cc^M^kut  and  iVifv  HiveH  eontthu£d  f^  4SS&Btk  <^ 
loniips  Ibr  maiijr  years.  At  length  the  gehiwa  fedOit^Sf 
Connfefticut  determined  to  jirefer  an  addi^efi  ifei  .^tkll^ 
fa  Charles  H.  pi-ofeffing  their  fubjefltldn  3xA^»fikf  'i» 
hh  thsgcftjr,  ^  ^blickmg  a  royal  charter;  *Hd  ^dhH 
Wiiiaiii^,  fefij;  i^Tlo  had  betti  chdfen  gorortlcr,  ^vraA 
ippc^httd  to  riegdthltc  the  sfiair  wiA  ttie  khi^.  i?Ee  Aife^ 

1662.  tded^aftd  itoyai  charter  was  obtained^  coi^liltiflg^dift 

fj]'-  tW6  eoi&ntes  for  tver  one  bddy  coipontte  and  jJbliHa. 
WFfe*r  Mi^  tWdk  the  af&ir  ifl  $  and  for  fomfe  time  a?- 
fcfiitcd  tile  imlon.    But  dttecaltie^  were  amicjfcly  fetSed 

I  eSs.  tct  hft,  trnfl  'the  cblohiei  imited  fey  ttgreemettt. 

•  The  r6y4l  charter  eftabiiihfed  a  puife  democrary. 
EVe*Jr  ^$6^,  as  well  deliberath^c  ^s  aftivie,  was  iiweftei 
in  thfe  (tttmen  of  tihe  'corporation  ^r  theh-  delegates, 
fctdithtexrolony  was  uhder  no  xjbligatton  to  conrutiunicatt 
the  aJSte  df  their  local  legiflatait  to  Ae  king,  .  It  ww 
Bfc  fente  lis  td  iitr&^al  charter,  granted  die  next  yttxt 
to  laode  IJkiHd  and  Providence  Phmatiom  *. 

i6%s.  In  Jtily  virions  artides  -of  high  mifdelxiteancir  Imt 
cbMbftfed  iigaJnft  the  goverrior  imd  cortrpany  df  Coft- 
ift!6ticot^-4ifid  trfdcrs  were  i^vWn  to  tfftie  a  writ  ttf  jw 
ivarrwitv  TorthwMi  agairift  diic  ecdony.  The  next  year 
tivoHwksi*a«fehTdi:iy  Mr. -R^^  andafterthcm 
k  third  in  ^Jcdember.  This  is  taken  notice  of  by  (he 
govcrfior  and  -cdmpaiy  in  their  better  'of  Jtfn.  s^ 
'leWS-y,  iiflkSNan  they  nifciitMin  Aot  readinefe  to  futttrnt 
tb his nnajefty's^ltyd  commands}  and  iihat,  ''  if  kiirtt 
toiijdni^em't^th  the  dther  colonies  and  ^Vihcte^iindifr 
Sir  EdtiiiM  JbOros^  k  ^Khiki  be  hMire^eafinglhan« 

*  Chilmen's  Tolidcal  Annals^  under  CcmnefUcut  uA  Klibde- 
IBati<L 

be 
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incd  with  anf  other  provinpe."  Such  profeffcd 
1fSi9n  pro.baWy  prevpnt^d  the  yw  v:arrantu\  being 
uted  with  eiitft;  :^nci  produced  $n  order  to  Anviros 
epC  the  fucccnder  of  the  charter  and  Uie  lubmiinon 

colony.  Sif  Edniund.  wt^nt  to  Uartfard  in  Qfto- 
jut  wj)cn  at  night  he  f  ;^pefted  the  cliartcr  would 
deei^  ilfrrendcrcd  into  his  hands,  the  candle  was 

oitt,  4nd  the  cjaarter  withdrawn  from  the  tablc^ 
I  o6r  and  fecreted  by  one  of  the  company :  whpie 
wiinvy  feryicc  was  aften^'ard  reyrarded,  by  the 
1  aflembly  with  five  (hillings,  agreeable  to  die 
imple  nawncfs  of  the  people.    He  however  pub  - 

^n  the  general  court  his  orders  ancj  commiQlpni 

every  one  tacidy  obeyed.  He  diflblvcd  the  for- 
oyienwaent,  and  ^ffupnfd  the  adnwnillration,  re- 
I  \x^  bis  legiflative  cpiiijijcil  .the  Jate  governor  gund 
^,  ibr  fhe  better  carr>'ing  on  the  l?ijfini?fs  ^i  the 
\  The  fubfc^vW  rf  voJ.ution  in  pngl^d  brought 
%  bac)t,  after  a  while,  to  their  forwr  courlc;  as 
KjU  -yaUdity  x>f  ihc  charxer  wa^  adn wcj. 
I  peopling  of  thefe  three  laft  colonics  wa^  ccwjing 
•  to  the  Puritan  Mim/icrs^  sshPp  b^^g  Glenced  at 

repaired  to  New  EnglnrJ^  diat  thq^  nught  enjoy 
\gf  coafcience^  and  (^cy  after  riiea;i  vail  Jagm- 
)f  ^ofip  ^iend^  ^d  iayqr^s.     Tj>ey  amayncs^ 
e^ity-Jey^n  beforp  1164;  >  afl^  though  al|l  wex^  j^ 
f  of  the  ;greac^  ^9^!^^  ^  ab.ilivc;s,  ^ey  l}aiii  a 
^reof  esu^.th{kn  ^iQ&of  tbd^ 
j;f>eri94>  and.were  men  of  curiwc^x  fc^ 
|j^in^feri9ys,  affeftiot^te  preachers,  ex^ 
IP  the  .doctrixics  of  ;^ie  .^yrqh  of  ^ngknd,  |^nd  ^- 
^much  to  jpronij«  jf  ^^oxT^i^r^^  jjf  ^jp^crs  in 
D  2  '"      their 
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^  fer  defraying  thq  jcquifitr  ehai^  of  f«wer«iw«|  ^ 
a  limited  time.**    The  legiflature  was  coofmcd^i^Mttf 

^AHmore  in  Axiguft'  i<84,  itheii  k  CTphsmd  th^  lafta^ 
ThtSi  feem  to  iiamiMa  lihe  011)7  ^I0miliy^s  £ji))^p^ 
»  A€  fpfacflutkin. 

Wiieti  iSie  dck^  became  king  of  Eoglgnd,  he  itfef^ 
to  ^M^itm'iiargnnttfif  pririlrge^  iK$4Dl|ietif 

had  agrcad.  He  cSafaiiAiieci  4  7i^  tyntrm]r>  and  f^vk^ 
Ncsw-Toi  once  xnene  «>  ^  ckptew^We  p$«(ii$jpi)  ©f  1 
coaqqewij  pnmiadQe. 

Hei9j&fpfy  wfekh  wai5  ^  *^i:w  from  the  DMtfh(^ff^ 
iwrc  caofidotrf  as  hwng  flte  right  to  j||iy  0f  jfecjr  feftfer 
meats  in  thcfe  paits  $>f  America)  was  ];i)(Elude(}  in  {^ 
grant  to  the  lixkc  of  Tork^  Tb^  ^at^  difpofed  ef  % 
to  Locd  JSn'iefy  wd  Sir  Ga^v^e  Caritr^t  $  w}>q^  bei^  iloj^ 

1664,  proprietors,  for  the  better  fetjiw^eot  of  k,  i^ef4  »P9» 
yoeitain  coniitiaiions  jof  ^goMsmm^oi;,  Ip  ^Wj^  re^ed^ 
chat  the  eaftem  parts  Mw  iboo  ^^^^tfi^  ^g^f^^^ 
One  of  die  ftipdatioos  was,  ^  aq  <(ii«ji^$ed  ^ppfoff, 
at  any  .time,  fiiall  he  any  wa]^  dfnokft^,  ^u/^iOk^j  4i(r 
^qweted  or  calied  into  ^queiliofi^  ior  i^y  >^eref[K^  j# 
4)pbion  or  ptafticein  matters  ^ .isi^^gs^  c^cfiff^jf^mf^, 
'utho  does  not  a^bjally  .diftm^  ijs^  jcivjtl  ^^oe  fff  fifp 
paMfance;  but  all  mad  tyefyfy§h  fn^l^  m^  Jwrfg«K> 
tnay,  'fixMSi  (tiaie  Jto  ttioie,  w^  at  ^1  ^iff^s,  &6^4W^ 
fuHyitaice  and  .o^qy  Jiis  ;and  tb€»r  ^dgs^eiitp  anjd  fipf^ 
fciences,  in  HiotteFS  of  *c^igion,  tbcy  hfk^^g^  i^t^^ffir 
iekfes»peacpablf  and  .quietly,  and  jnot  ^i^ifi^B  H^rty 
to  XicmxmAMk,  nor  to  the  qiyil  ii^ury  tor  jWfiwaqi  (^ 
tm^banoe  of  ^odiecs^  /aityUm,  ftame;,  fr  cluH^  .cquft^in^ 

49  \ib9  'cmttrary  ilMr^of  in  ^  itnfi  i»o*mfij/tfniuig  ^*^' 
♦  Smith's  Hiftory  of  Ncw-Jcrfcy,  p.  513. 

The 
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lbr&  jnUpitotts  fbffhef  tkgreed,  "^  forthe  bmer 
iqr  of  ^  ^  ifUifibkitMs  in  die  provifkce*^TKat 
Ihr  im  /^  <i»|^^  Kok  %vnt9L  to  m  imposbd^  iNgr 
m/hm^  fiUfiifyy  4alb^j  nffeffmenU  ^  ^  ^^  ^ 
%ifper^  upon4fiy  coUmr  vr  preknce,  ttpm  thejmdfn* 
WHd  MaiaUMs  tbiUify  4abet  tbm  whai  Jhdlttim^ 
iy  ^e^aufbority  md  tmifmt  if  the -gmerM  t^emhij **** 
t  can  more  ftrong^  exprefs  the  dien  opinion  of 

Berkely  and  Sir  George  Carteret^  as  to  the  parlia- 
h  haTiflg  no  light  to  tax  the  inhabitants  of  the 
tiee>  poSefTed  by  them  as  lords  proprietocs ! 
M-d  Berkehf  fold  his  moiety  of  the  province  «o  Jolm  1674. 
i^^  in  tnift  fer  Edward  ByUinge  and  his  affigns. 
'^wiHCh  the  pnDprietors,  £.  S^Uinge,  ffiVliam  Pemip 
m  UlHimey  Nkhehs  Luces ,  and  Edmrnid  Wmmer^  of 
(mIM'  perfua!(iQn>  agreed  with  Sir  Gtor^  CerUrH  1676* 
r  a-^Sil^fion ;  and  that  his  meiety  <hot4d  be  cafled 

E^ft'Jerfey  and  theirs   New  W^-Jerjey.     The 

fmi«t  teipcaing  die  mft  impofatg  or /offering  t9  be 

y-My^iox,  &c.  vras  adopted:  the  oflier  ftipulation 

^ded  fomewtefct  differently— .^*  No  men,  nornum- 

f  "men^upon^Mrrdi,  fatth  "power  or  audioriry  to  rtte 

knetk*$  coiifeieiices  in  rdigious  matters ;  dierefere  k 

KifartfbA^  4i^ed  'and  ordained,  that  ^no  porfen  hht    ' 

|b&  'vibjtMfycwrj  widiin  the  ^rovhrce,  at  any  ^me  or 

I  he^e^er,  Yhall  -be  wy  mttys,  'upon  any  pretence 

Ibever^  edlled  in  qiieftion,  or  in  the  le^  punifflmd 

ibtt,  «ci<her  in  perfbn,  crftate  or  ^privilege,  &r  tdtt 

k>f  Ins  opinion,  judgment,  faith  or  wcnihip^towarda 

I  in  mtettters  of  religion ;  'but  that  all  tod  every  fuch 

|n  lemd  p6iTon$,  may 'from  time  to  time,  unfl  afall 

p»  freely  and  fully  have  and  eqj^jy  'his  and  their 

•  Ibid.  p.  5x7, 
[  judgments, 
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judgments,  and  ^the  exercife  -  of -their  confciences,  in 
matters  of  religious  worfhip,  throughout  ^all  .the  pro-* 
vince  *."  It  was  alfo  agreed,  ^^  that  all  eleftions  be 
not  determined  by  the  common  and  coijfufed.w^y  of 
cries  and  voices  -,  but  by  putting  ball^  into  ballotiog 
boxeSj  to  be  provided  for  that  purpofe,  for  tjie  pre- 
vention of  all  partiality,  and  whereby  every,  man  may 
freely  choofe  according  to  his  own  judgnient  and  honefl: 
intention  f." 

Soon  after^  many. queers. reforted  to  Weft-^JerJej  from 
England,  and  the  countryfilled  apace.  But  the  people . 
early  experienced  the  dreadful  efFefts  of  arbitrary  power. 
M^or  Androsy  the  governor  of  New-York^  impofed  lo 
per  cent,  on  all  goods  imported  at  the  Hoar-kUl  J,  and 
demanded  5  per  cent,  of  the  fettlers  at  arrival  or. after-, 
ward,  though  neither  Weft-Jerjeyy  nor  the  Hoar-killy  wa? 
legally  under  his  jurifdidion.  They  complained  of  the 
hardlhip  from  the  firft,  but  bore  it  patiently,  till  about 
1680. '1680,  when  appUcation  was  made  to  the  dukeof  York^ 
who  referred  the  matter  to  the  council,  where  it  refted 
for  a  confiderable  time,  and  then  was  reported  in  theii: 
favor,  and  the  duty  ordered  to  be  difcontinued.  Among 
the  arguments  ufed  by  MeflTrs.  William  Pem,  George 
Hutchinfon  and  others,  chiefly  if  not  all  quakers,  in  the 
paper  prefented  to  the  duke's  commifTioners,  were  thefe, 
"  Powers  of  government  are  exprefsly  granted,  in  the 
conveyance  Lord  Berkely  made  us ;  for  that  only  could 
have  induced  us  to  buy  it  5  and  the  reafon  is  plain,  be- 
caufe  to  all  prudent  men,  the  government  of  any  place 
*  Smithy  p.  528,  J29.  +  Ibid.  ^^6* 

%  Corrupted  by  time  iato  Whon-kilL  The  names  of  many,  riven, 
b  New- York  government  particularly,  terminate  with  kill,  whick 
means  both  river  and  rivulet. 

is 
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bore  inviting  than  the  foil ;  for  what  is  good  land 
tout  good  laws ;  the  better,  the  worfe.  And  if  we 
n  not  affure  people  of  an  eafy  and  free,  and  fafe 

felment,  both  with  refpeft  to  their  fpiritual  and 
y  property,  that  is,  an  uninterrupted  liberty  of 
Iftence,  and  an  inviolable  poffcflion  of  their  cfvil 
|s  and  freedoms,  by  a  juft  and  wife  government,  a 
ir  wildernefs  would  be  no  encouragement ;  for  it  were 
Idnefs  to  leave  a  free,  good,  and  improved  country, 
lant  in  a  wildernefs;  and  there  adventure  many 
&nds  of  pounds,  to  give  an  abfolute  tide  to  another 
in  to  tax  us  at  will  and  pleafure.  Natural  right  and 
kn  prudence  oppofe  fuch  doibrine  all  the  world 
i  as  fays,  *'  that  people,  free  bylaw  under  their  prince 
bue,  are  at  his  mercy  in  the  plantations  abroad." 
Iking'js  grant  to  the  duke  of  York,  is  plainly  re- 
ive to  the  laws  and  government  of  England.  Now, 
jumbly  conceive,  it  is  made  a  fundamental  in  our 
Btution  and  government,  that  the  king  of  England 
bt  juftly  take  his  lubjefts  goods  without  their  con- 
[  this  needs  no  more  to  be  proved  than  a  principle ; 
^s  indigene,  an  home-born  right,  declared  to  be 
lly  divers  ftatutes^  as  in  the  great  charter,  ch.  29, 
54.  Ed.  III.  ch.  2  i  again  25  Ed.  ch.  7  *.  To  give 
lie  power  of  making  laws  is  to  change  the  govern- 
fcj.  to  fell  or  rather  refign  ourfelves  to  the  will  of 
ller;  and  that  for  nothing:  for  we  buy  nothing  of 
luke,  if  not  the  right  of  an  undifturbed  colonizing, 
•  ho  diminution,  but  expedtadon  of  fome  incrcafc 

rhe  manufcript  copy  contains  a  number  of  authorities  from 
wi,  Fortefquc,  the  Petition  of  Right,  &c.  Sec  Smith,  p.  izo, 
Dte. 
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of  thofe  freedoms  and  priyileges  enjoyed  in  our  own 
country.  .  We  humbly  fay,  that  we  have  not  loft  any 
part  of  our  liberty,  by  leaving  our  country  j  but  wc 
tranfplant  to  a  place,  with  exprefs  limitation  to  eredt  no 

.  polity  contrary  to  the  eftablifhed  government  (of  Eng- 
land), but  as  near  as  may  be  to  it ;  and  this  variation 
is  allowed,  but  for  the  fake  of  emergencies  -,  and  that 
latitude  bounded  with  thefe  words,  for  the  good  of  the 
adventurer  and  planter.  This  tax  is  not  to  be  found  in 
the  duke's  conveyances,  but  is  an  after  bufinefs.  Had 
the  planters  forefecn  it,  they  would  fooner  have  taken 
up  in  any  other  plantation  in  America—  [a  plain  inti- 
mation that  no  fuch  tax  was  impofed  in  any  other  Ame- 
rican plantation.]     Befide,    there   is   no  end  of   this 

""power  i  for  fince  we  arc  by  this  precedent  afleffed  with- 
out any  law,  and  thereby  excluded  our  Englifh  right  of 
common  affent  to  taxes  i  what  fecurity  have  we  of  any 
thing  we  poffefs  ?  We  can  call  nothing  our  own^  but 
are  tenants  at  will,  not  only  for  the  foil,  but;  for  all  our 
perfonal  eflates ;  we  endure  penury,  and  the  fwcat  of 
our  brows,  to  improve  them  at  our  own  hazard  only. 
This  is  to  tranfplant  from  good  to  bad,  ^bis  Jbrt  of 
conduSi  has  dejlroyed  government^  tut  never  raifed  me  to 
^ny  true  greatnejs  *.*' 

The  paper  prefented  to  the  duke's  commifBoncrs, 
evidently  proves,  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  thefe  gentle* 
men,  who  were  quakers,  that  no  tax  could  be  juftly 
Impofed  upon  the  inhabitants,  without  their  pvm  coo- 
feat  firft  had,  and  by  the  authority  of  their  own.geiKnil 
aflembly.  The  report  of  the  council  in  favor  of  the 
aggpcved>  and  die  rehef  that  followed,  were  virtualk 

•  Smith,  p.  if^— 123.   , 
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iceificMQS  to  the  feme  purpMt.   Tliis  will  uot  be  judged 

lllly  unprecedented  by  thofe  who  are  acqu^ted  with 

lu  happened  relative  to  the  county-palatine  and  city 

"fbejier  in  the  35th  year  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  ^SM* 

ft  inhabitants  complained  in  a  petition  to  the  king> 

\  for  want  of  knights  and  burgcfles  in  the  court  of 

lament,  they  fuftained  manifold  damages,  not  only 

their  lands,  goods  and   bodies,    but   in   the  civil 

;  politic  governance  and  maintenance  of  the  common*- 

iHh  of  their  faid  county :  and  that  while  they  had 

n  always  bound  by  the  adts  and  ftatutcs  of  the  £ud 

ft  of  parliament,  the  fame  as  other  counties,  cities 

\  boroughs,  that  had  knights  and  burgcfles  in  faid 

rt,  they  had  often  been  touched  and  grieved  with 

and  ftatutes  made  within  the  faid  court,  as  well  de- 

Itory  unto  the  moft  ancient  jurifdiftions,  liberties  and 

likges  of  the  faid  county-palatine,  as  prejudicial  unto 

^commonwealth,  quietnefs  and  peace  of  his  majefly'is. 

lefts.    They  propofcd  to  the  kbg,  as  a  remedy,  that 

Duld  pleafe  his  highnefs,  that  it  be  enafted,  with  the 

%t  of  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  by  the 

imons  in  parliament  aflembled,  that  from  the  end  of 

ifeflion  the  county-palatine  fhall  have  two  knights 

the  (aid  county,  and  likewifc  two  citizens  to  be  bur- 

es  for  the  city  of   Chefter.    The  complaint  and 

Ipdy  were  thought  to  be  fo  juft  and  reafonable,  that 

relief  for  which  they  prayed  was  granted,  and  they  were 

nitted  to  fend  reprefentatives  to  parliament,  to  guard 

ir  intercfts  and  to  fccure  their  liberties  and  privileges- 

The  reafons  for  my  pafling  from  the  Jerfeys  to  Vir- 

ia  will  foon  be  obvious, 

E  ^      .     :  Virptjis 
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•  Firgipfia  was  the  original  name  for  all  the  EnglUh 
North  American  continental  claims^  ^ven  in  honor  to 
the  virgin  queen,  Elizabeth.     King  James,  being  ap* 

:-  -    plied  to,  granted  letters  patent  to  a  body  of  gentlemen 

a  606.  on  the  6th  of  April,  1606,  with  powers  to  divide  them- 
(elves  into  two  diftinft  companies,  the  one  confiftbgof 
London  adventurers,  called  the  firft  or  fouthem  colony 
of  Virginia ;  the  fecond  or  northern  colony,  compofed 
of  merchants  belonging  to  Briflx>l,  Plymouth^  and 
Exeter,  The  territory  granted  to  the  firft  or  fouthem 
C€>bny  was  generally  called  Virginia^  without  any  dif- 
tinguifliing  q)idiet ;  and  retained  that  name  after  the 
fecond  or  northern  colony  obtsuned  the  name  of  New- 
England  in  1614, 

The  London  company  applied  their  attention  im- 
mediately to  the  forming  of  a  fetdement,  and  &nt  off  a 
hundred  and  ten  emigrants,  who  arrived  on  the  coafl:  <sf 

1607.  Virginia  April  a9th,  1607 :  a  party  landed  on  the  pro^ 
montory,  called,  in  honor  of  the  prince  ofWaks,  O^ 
Henry ;  afterward  proceeded  to  and  took  po0eflion  of  a 
peninfula  in  James  driver,  and  began  a  fetdement  at 
JameS'town.  The  inftruftions  given  by  the  company 
of  propriptors,  when  they  fent  out  their  fecond  fiippty 
the  following  year,  ihow  that  the  moft  aftive  projeAors 
in  England  had  for  their  chief  objedfcs  difcovcry  and 
gain,  rather  than  colonization.  *  ■ 

1609.'  A  new  charter  was  obuanefd :  many  of  the  firft  nobi- 
lity and  gentry  were  added  to  the  former  proprietors) 
and  were  incorporated  by  the  name  of  "  The  Treafiver 
^tfid  Company  of  adventurers,  of  the  city  of  LimdoRr  for 
the  firft  colony  of  Vii^nia."  To  them  was  granted  in 
tdbfolute  property  the  lands  ^extending  from  Cape  Gom« 

ion 
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ft  along  the  fca-coj^  fouthwand  200  miles,' from  the 
nc  promontory  200  miles  northward,  and  from  the 
iantic  weftward  to  the  South-fea.  The  company  was 
ipowered  to  make  wdinances  for  the  colony,  und  fw 
»fe  on  the  feas  going  thither.  There  was  granted  to 
t  trealurer  and  company  and  their  afligns,  a  freedom 
gn  all  fubfidies  in  Virginia  for  2 1  years,  arid  from  all 
[x)(itions  on  importaticMis  and  exportations  to  and 
m  England,  or  any  other  of  the  king's  dominions, 
except  only  the  five  pounds  in  the  hundred  due  for 
loms,"     little  was  conceded  to  the  emigrants  by 

charter;  and  much  conferred  on  the  corporadon. 
c  colonifts  were  to  be  governed  by  the  ordinances  of 
orporadon  refiding  in  England,  in  which  they  were 
;  rcprefented,  and  over  the  deliberations  of  ^ich 
y  had  no  control.  The  powers  of  the  corporation 
«  indeed  controlable,  as  it  was  fubjedb  to  the  fuper- 
mdence  of  the  courts  of  juftice  within  the  realmt 
kh  could  compel  it  to  aft  2^;reeable  as  well  to  the 
nt,  arto  the  laws  of  the  ftate.  -     ' 

The  adventurers,  warmed  with  ^Iden  dreams  of 
ht  riches,  foon  fitted  out  nine  ihips,  with  500  emi- 
pts,  and  every  neceflary  for  the  eftablifhment  of  a 
manent  cotony,  excepting  fuitable  encouragement  to 

fettlers.  Lord  Delaware  was  appointed  captain- 
leral  for  life.  Qnjy  feven  vcflels  arrived  fafc. 
When  Mr.  Smith,  who  had  governed  the  cobny, 
parted  for  England,  he  left  behind  him  500  perfons, 
yrhom,  what  with  bad  management,  diffenfions, 
icks  from  the  Indians,  wafte  of  provifions,  which  occa- 
led  a  famine,  &c.  there  remained  only  fixty  of  all  ages 
\  fexes,  at  the  expir^tipji  of  fix  months.  When  Sir 
E  .3  tbomns 
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i5io-^^4tr'Girfftfitiic  lieutcnaiit^goviernor  airriycd  in'Maf, 
4uid'ik^'t4ic.cajamit6iis  fit^^^  of  affairs,  hccondudcd 
on  embaricmg;lte  colomffisand  failing  fi*  England ;  bdt 
bcfope  hp/OQrtd  pfpoeed  to  fest^*  Lord  DjeIa0are,  arrived 
w?h,!tti|^ftips>  bringing. abundant  fuppUesi- and  car- 
ried batli  ^tk  him  tt>' Jtoies-town  the  feeWc  remains  <)f 
thecoloity..  He  foon  rc-eftablilhed  nidttfif3j,but  hk 
iiealthrobHglng  hinn,  be  failedrlw.Ei^fibnd  the  b^inning 

X  6i  I .  of  (Sb*'  6ibfet|uent  ytarj  fearing  about ,  ^cx>  colonifla, 
p6fieflfed  of  headfeh,  pfehty,  land  peace^with  their  ncigh^ 
boufst  '^Aib«-  his  departure  they  rclapfcd  i  btrt  his  fuc* 
'ceilbfy  Sir  "Tbcmas  Da/i^  arriving  in  May  -with  niorc 
(eniigraotii  cattle,  and. provifion  for  a  year,  thiiigs  ifttt 
#gain.reftoiTed.  This  fame  year .  the  adv!criturcrs  obr 
jtained  a-n^^^^-filwrtflr,  by  which  .^he  tm>  formers  \9cre 
confinnfid):  and  they  had,  al|o^  granted  to  tbemall  the 
iijaads  filiated  ia.the  ocean,  within  jqo  Icfigufes  bf  ai^ 
part  of  dte  /Yii^ia^oafl:,  The  coipjration  was. now 
€0niidef^)y;:iie9r ;n)odeUed,  aod^m  order ^ttirprdaibie 
the  effedual  fetdement  of  the '^fdantafcioil)  Jicnfe  im 
given ,tO:'Operf^//M^  in  any  part  ofrEn^and;  ^Thc 
lotteries  *ak)he,  ^  which  were  the  firftewr- granted  •in 
fngland^  bnoii^  a9>oobL  intO'  thor^emnpany's  tpetsu 
£my%  M  length,  being  cpnfi^ensd  ^  a  narionat  evitd 
they  sutrafted  the  notice  of  partiamem,  were  preibmed 
by  the  commons  as  a  grievance,  and*  m'Mal'ch;  1620, 

fufpended-by'an  order  of -councils. ' 

Sir  Tkmas  Gatismzs  difpatched  widr  (k  krge  ihijps, 
carrying  ,300  cdonifts,  i<!>0'€iatde,  smd  ufeful  fupplies: 
He  arrivM  in  Atiguft:  aiidpardesnlifererchtoiitfiDm 
James-town  to  form  diftiiit'  fttdcfrnems.    He  petumcd 

1614.  the  be^ntungof  i6i4^^alidtiie  adminiftra^n  derolvtd 

once 
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:c  more  on  Sir  Thomas  DaUy  to  whom  the  Virginians 
e  the  introduftion  of  landed  property.  In  1 6 1 5,  fiftjr  1 61  j. 
es  of  land  were  granted  to  every  emigrant  and  his 
rs,  and  the  fame  quantity  to  every  perlbn  imported 
others.  Dale  failed  for  England  in  the  beginning  of 
[6,  giving  up  the  truft  to  Sir  George  Teardlcf^  as'^^^* 
mty  governor,  and  in  riiis  year  the  cultivation  of  to- 
co was  introduced.  It  was  originally  carried  from 
bago  to  England.  Mr.  ArgaU  a  new  deputy,  arrived 
Vlay,  16 17.  He  publifhed  a  variety  of  edifts,  andi6«7' 
\  guilty  of  thofe  wrongs  and  oppreflions,  that  the 
ifurer  and  council  appointed  TeardUy  Captain-general^ 
i  empowered  him  to  examine  into  and  redrefs  gricv- 
5CS.  Sir  George  arrived  April,  16 19,  bringing  with  1 619 
1  fcveral  inftruftions  favorable  to  freedom,  and  foon 
iared  his  intention  of  calling  a  general  aflembly,  which 
re  the  greateft  joy  to  men,  who  had  been  hitherto 
ge£ted  to  the  arbitrary  orders  of  their  prince,  to  the 
Brefted  ordinances  of  an  Englifti  corporation,  or  to 
'}  edi6fcs  of  a  haughty  governor ;  and  who  enjoyed 
|ie  of  thofe  liberties  which  Englilhmen  claim  as  their 
Ih-right. 

In  June,  Yeardlcy,  purfuant  to  his  inftruftions  from 
If  company,  iffued  writs  for  the  eledion  of  delegates, 
kd  burgefles.  The  colony  had  been  divided  into 
len  hundreds  or  dlftinft  fcttlements,  which  feemed  to 
joy  fome  of  the  privileges  of  boroughs ;  and  froni 
ts  circumftance  the  democratic  branch  of  the  aflembly 
it  been  called  to  this  day  the  houfe  of  burgefles,  thmigh 
impofed  almoft  entirely  of  the  reprefentatives  of  coun- 
^.  The  aflembly,  formed  of  the  governor  and  council 
^•ftate,  who  were  appointed  by  the  treafurcr  and  com- 
j  E  4  pany, 

i 

I 
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pahy,  and  of  the  burgeflcs  chofcn  by  the  peo{de>  mit 
together  in  one  apartment;  and  tranfadted  affairs  like;tl|C 

^  parlianient  of  Scotland  of  old,  which  mode  cohdnued  tiU 
after  the  reftoration  of  Charles  II.  Thus  convened,  and 
thus  compofed,  the  legiflature  "  debated  aU. matters 
thought  expedient  for  the  good  of  the  whole/'  The 
laws  were  tranfmitted  to  England,  for  the  approbadon 
of  the  treafurer  and  company,  without  wbofe  confirima^ 

^  tion  they  were  of  no  validity.  The  introdudion  of  an 
aflembly  was  attended  with  the  happieft  effeft?.  :  The 
emigrants,  for  the  firft  time,  refolved  to  fettle  them- 
felves,  and  to  perpetuate  the  plantation.  The  ai&mhly 
thanked  the  company  for  their  favor,  and  begged  them 
"  to  reduce  into  a  compendious  form,  with  his  m^efl^'s 
approbation,  the  laws  of  England  proper  for  Virgiiuai 
with  fuitable  additions ;"  giving  as  a  reaibn,  '^  that.it 
was  not  fit  that  his  fubjefts  fhould  be  governed  by  any 
other  rules,  than  fuch  as  received  their  influence^from 
him.''  This  year  the  treafurer  and  council  reciiyed  a 
letter  ''  commanding  them  to  fend  a  hundred  diflblvM 
perfons  (convifts)  to  Virginia."  They  were  accordingly 
tranfported ;  "  and  were  at  that  period  very  accepiJihlc 
to  the  colonifts,"  though  the  unlimited  pra&ice  of 
emptying  the  Englilh  jails  on  the  American  cond* 
nent  has  of  late  years  been  complainedof  as  a  nuiiance. 
1610.  The  fubfequent  year  muft,  on  account  of  the  intio^ 
duftion  of  African  Jlaves  into  the  colonies,  be  ftigma* 
tized  as  a  much  viler  aera.  The  Hollanders  were  ix)t 
then  precluded  by  any  law  from  trading  with  the  coIo«- 
nies.  A  Dutch  veffel  carried  to  Virginia  a  cargp.of 
negroes,  and  the  Virginians,  who  had  themfelves  juft 
emerged  from  a  ilate  of  flavery^  became  chaigpBifcflc 

with 
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reducing  their  fellow-men  to  the  condition  of 
cs. 

I  July,  die  treafurer  and  company  carried  into  exc-  162U 
wn  a  rcfolution  formerly  taken,  for  eftablilhing  a 
cr  conftitution  for  the  colony.  The  ordinance  they 
d,  declared,  that  there  fhould  be  two  fupremc 
icils  in  Virginia,  the  one  to  be  called  the  council  of 
i  to  be  appointed  and  difplaced  by  the  treafurer 
company,  and  which  was  to  advife  the  governor 
overnmental  affairs  j  the  other  was  to  be  denomi- 
1  the  general  aflembly,  and  to  confift  of  the  governor 
council,  and  of  two  burgcffes,  to  be  chofen,  for  the 
int,  by  the  inhabitants  of  every  town,  hundred,  and 
;ment  in  the  colony.  The  affembly  was  to  detcr- 
:  by  the  majority  of  the  voices  then  prefent,  and  to 
t  general  laws  for  the  colony,  refcrving  to  the  go- 
or  a  negative  voice.  They  were  to  imitate  the  laws 
cuftoms,  and  judicial  proceedings  ufed  in  England. 
*o  a6ts  were  to  be  in  force  till  confirmed  by  the 
ftal  court  in  England :  on  the  other  hand,  no  order 
lie  general  court  was  to  bind  the  colony,  till  affented 
nf  the  affembly."  The  company  having  offered 
tory  to  thofe  who  Ihould  either  emigrate  themfelves, 
(igage  to  tranfport  people  to  the  colony,  found  this 
zy  fo  fuccefsful,  that  upward  of  3500  perfons  emi- 
ed  to  Virginia  during  this  and  the  two  preceding  years. 
*his  year  was  remarkable  for  a  maflacre  of  the  colo-  'fe^- 
\  by  the  Indians^  which  was  executed  with  the  utmoft 
ilty,  and  without  any  regard  to  age,  fex,  or  dignity, 
/ell  concerted  attack  on  all  the  fetdements,  deftroy- 
in  one  hour,  and  almoft  at  the  fame  inftant,  347 
ibns,  who  weredefencelefs  and  incapable  of  making 

refiftance. 
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refiftancc)  The  emigrants^  iiot30i^ithibmdif%  die  ordm 
they  had  received,  had  never  been  folicitous  to  cultWBBt 
the  good-will  of  th^  natives,  and  had  neither  aOced 
penniflion  when  &ey  occupied  their  coundy ,  nor  gi?tii 
a  price  for  their  valuable  property,  idiich  was  vidkmdy 
taken  away.  The  miferies  of  famine  were  foon  ibpcr^ 
added  co  the  hoirors  'Of  nniaflacce.  Of  eighty  plantations^ 
which  were  fitting  sq>ace,  only  eight  reniained ;  and-^ 
the  numbers  which  had  been  traniported  thither,  no 
more  than  about  1800  furvived  thofe  manifdddi&fterSk 
Frequent  complaints  having  been  made  to  king 
James  of  the  oppreflSons  of  the  treaftirer  and  com- 
pany, and  the  before-mentioned  calamities  being  atfri* 
buted  to  dieir  miibondu£b  or  negleft,  it  was  detemiincd 
chat  a  commi0ion  Ibould  iiSlie  to  inquire  into  the  afiairs 
of  Virginia  and  the  Somer-ifles,-  &om  the  earlieft:  fedde^ 
ment  of  each.  UpM  the  report  of  the  OHnmiflloiiers, 
die  king  concluded  on  giving  a  new  diarter^  and  re- 
quired of  the  company  the  furrender  of  fermer  grants^ 
which  being  reiuied,  a  writ  oi  fuo^warrahPo  iflkcsd  in 

1625.  November,  agak^  the  patents  erf  the  corpora^idh : 'and 
judgment  was  given  by  the  court  of  Itu)g's-beliGk  againft 

1624*  the  treafurer  and  company,  in  Trinity-tenUr  -i6a4. 
Thefe  proceedings  **  were  (o  conformable  tt^  the  general 
ftrain  of  the  arbitrary  adminiftration  of  thit  reign,  diat 
they  made  little  impreffi^n  at  the  time,  thoijgh  Ac  Vir- 
ginia company  was  compofed  of  perfens  of  ^  firft  qua- 
lity, wealth,  and'conlcquence  in  diehadon.'*  Hie^ccMa- 
pany  probably  would  Tiot  have  exercifed  {o  tame  and 
flibmiflive  a  fpirit,  had  they  not  been  wholly  dtfappoint- 
ed  in  their  vifionary  profpe6b,  and  met  with  confider- 
able  loffes,  inftead  of  acquirbg  enormous  profits*   They 

had 
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Dbtained  from  individuals,  ivho  fported  in^their  lot-- 
I  from  the  hope  of  fuddcn  riches,  ^119,000:  but 
ranfportation  of  more  than  9000  En^ifh  fubjefb 
coft  Aem  £.  150,000.  They  did  not  however 
Ion  the  colony  in  its  diftrefs,  while  they  continued 
poradon.  Timely  fupplies  were  fent  fVom  England 
ic  Virginia  fetders,  which  fo  animated  them,  that 
carried  on  an  offeniive  war  againft  the  Indians, 
led  them  into  their  faftncflcs,  and  drove  them  fix)m 
eighbourhood  of  thofe*  rivers,  where  they  had  fixed 
own  plahtations. 

I  to  king  Jantesy  he  "  aflfuredly  confidered  the  co* 
I  as  acquired  by  conqueft ;  and  that  they  ought  to 
olden  of  his  perfon,  independent  of  his  crown  or 
kral  capacity ;  and  might  be  ruled  according  to  his 
t  will,  by  prerogative :  and  he  endeavoured,  agree- 
to  the  ftrange  ceconomy  of  his  reign,  to  convert 
I  into  a  mere  private  eftate,  defcendable  to  his  per- 
.  heirs  ♦/' 

he  Virginia  company  being  diffolvcd,  James  took  -  ' 
tolony  under  his  immediate  dependence,  wluch  oc- 
lied  much  confufion.  Upon  his  death  king  Charles,  i625« 
1^  of  the  fame  judgment  with  his  father  as  to  the 
Irnment  of  Virginia,  determined  to  tread  in  the 
k  ftcps.  In  May  he  named  a  new  governor  and 
licil  for  Virginia,  and  invefted  them  with  an  autho- 
f  fully  legiflative  and  arbitrary.  They  were  em- 
fered  to  make  and  execute  laws,  to  impofe  taxes, 
^enforce  payment.  Neither  the  commiffion  nor 
tftions  mentioned  exprefsly,  or  even  alluded  to  an 

Chalmers's  Political  Annals  under  the  head  of  Virginia,  for 
f  of  the  preceding  and  fabfcquent  articles  refpe^ng  that  colony. 

aflembly. 


pO  c; T  H  E    M-J  &  T- (Ml  T    O  IT    TTM  F     ' 

aflerribly^  to  the  laws . of ' Enghnd,  or  to  tke ; aftJaif 
the  provincial  Jcgiflaturc,  as  a""  rule'  of  :gove|ninjaHJt 
The;i^  w^re  required  to  tUm^ort  coloniftB  into'EDg^id^ 
to  be  pum(hed  there  for  Climes  <:ommit|^  in  ^ifg^^ 
This  fyftem  inciieafed  the;  colonial  (Ufl^tii^^  irindi 
continutd  for  years^  till  therVirginian*' received  a  tettor 
containing  the  royal  aflurailc^idiat  ^^  all  their  eftat^^Uvd^ 
freedom',  and  privileges,  (iKSUkl  be  enjoyed  by  themii 
as  ektenAve  a  nrnnmr,  99:  they  enjoyed  them  before  dit^ 
recalling  rf  the  company>  patent."  On  this  they  wcr? 
reconciled,  and  began  again  to  exert  thenoi^^  19 
making  improvements,  *r^  :        -     •>  '  ' 

Being  left  for  fomc  years  in  a  manner  to  ^ei|iii|f«^ 
they  increafed  beyond -expe6bition*  They  reinafaiiril 
under  the  adminiftration  of  their  late  governors,  iiid 
other  officers,  ¥fho  rdpedled  their  privileges  'be^^ai^ 
they  loved  die  colony^ ,  Th^  governor^  ^ont  Chai^ 
had  been,  anxious  to  af^int,  had  no  c^portunity  .<if 
cxercifing  thofe  ill^al  and  extraordinary  pow^:s  mnli 

1617*  which  he  had  been  inv^M.  His  deaiii  in  iSaj  |iuc 
an  end  to  his  audiority,  and  prevented  ^  colanjr^ 
feeling  its  foU  extent*    His  fucceflbr  y§/m  Hmvey^  eS^ 

t6»9.was  nominated  in  March  1629;  and  his  ocrinnufltei 
and  inftniftions  were  preciiely  the  &me  widi  diofe  of 
the  former.  He  departed  foon  after  for  Virginia.  The 
fpirit  of  his  adminiftration  was  an  exaft  coimt3er{Nut  of 
what  had  too  long  prevailed  in  En^and.  He  was  fe* 
vere  in  his  extortions,  proud  in  hk  councils,  uiyuft  and 
arbitvary  ineverydepaitnientof  hkgovermnenr.  Hie 
Firgmums^  raufed  almoft  td  madneE  by  oppcrflioiH  ieiaed 
and  ient  him  fxifono*  to  England,  a<xonq»nied  with 

two 
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deputies,  to  reprcfent  their  grievances  and  his  mif- 
oft.      His  behaviour  was  (b  thought  of,   that  he 
lonored  with  a  new  commiflion  which  confirmed 
rr  powers,  and  he  was  lent  back  to  Virginia  in 
1637.    After  that,  his  government  was  fo  excef-  i637- 
oppreffive  and  cruel,  that  the  complaints  of  the 
ifts  became  at  Jength  too  loud  to  be  longer  ne- 
rd, and  his  commiflion  was  revoked  in  Jan.  1638-9. 163^. 
ighis  ten  years  adminiftration,  the  Virginians  were 
rather  as  the  vafials  of  an  eaftem  defpot,  than  as 
Sts  entitled  to  Englifli  liberties ;  but  it  is  to  their 
tj  that,  having  tailed  the  fweets  of  a  fimpk  govern- 
,  they  oppoied  with  a  firm  fpirit,  during  the  reign 
harles,  the  attempts  of  thofe  who  endeavoured  to 
e  she  patents,  and  to  reftore  the  corporation. 
r  fFiUiam  Berkely  was  appointed  governor  the  be-  iSjt* 
iig«of  1639.     His'  inftru£Bons  evidenced  a  pro- 
Ms  change  in  colonial  policy,  which  mud  be  partly 
)ed  to  the  then  date  of  affairs  in  England.    He  was 
led  to  fummon  all  the  burgefies  of  the  plantations^ 
knth  the  governor  and  council  were  to  conftitute 
■rand  aflcmbly,  with  power  to  make  a&s  for  the 
tnment  of  the  colony,  as  near  as  might  be  to  the 
fof  England— to  c^ufe  fpeedy  juftice  to  be  admi- 
to  ^,  according  to  Englifli  forms— and  to  forbid 
Ic  with  foreign  vcffels  except  upon  neceffity. 
were  the  Virginians  reftored  to  that  fyftem  of 
>m,   which  they  had  derived  from  the  Virginia 
ly,  and  which  the  writ  of  quo  warranto  had  in- 
in  the  fame  ruin  with  the  corporation  itfelf. 
ril  diffenfions  however  took  place,  which  were  im- 
by  wligious  differences,  and  inflamed  by  afts 

made 


made  to  prohibit  the  preachmg  of  the  dq&riMs  of  .^ 
purkan$.  The  diftontent^  party  pptkued  B^peotim 
to  the  hmife  of  co&unoQ^j  «  thernsMnnt  of  the  i£R»ftlbi^i 
'  *'  pntlHiRg  for  the  ifflaEM^ioii  of  the  ancieiM:  patents  Md 
oHporatioa  govenmiait*"-  B]at  the  gfwerner>  coofi^tf^ 
luid  bui^flb»*  no  Ibg^n^  htitii  of  the  tr$ui&£^ioii^  fkaa 
they  xtMSmmtd  ^fk  x^Vm  ^yotwal  of  it.  Tiny  Jjtm 
alio  ait  «ddrefs  to  IfM^CkayU^^  acknowledge  Uil 
bounty  and  &ror  toward  tbeun,!  and  earneitiy  deSdng 

1642.  to  coatimie  under  hia  toimediaoe  prot^^n.  In  ^64^ 
Acy  declared  m  the  jforrn  <€  an  aft,  **  Aat  they  were 
bom  under  monarchy^  and  Would  never  degenemtetfiwn 
die  condition  of  theif  biith^^  by  beitag  fuL^eft  u^mf 
odier  government/'  Nothing  couM  be  more  accept^fcte 
than  this  9&y  which  being  i»eiented  to  thektng  at  jKM^ 

,  drew  from  him  an  tn^mr,  in  whidi^he  gave  them  the 
fdileft  afiurances>  that  tiiey jftioukl  be  always^irtMptcdbtiely 
dependent  upon  the  ci^o^m,  and  that  the  Ibrm  of  go^ 
vemment  &ould  never  be  changed* 

They  rcmwned  linalterably  attached  to  the  eaufe  of 
their  fovere^.  But  when  the  Gomn^ons  of  England  fa^ 
triumphed  over  their  European  opponent3,  their  i^tieniioti 
was  turned  to  the  plantations  -,  and  an  ordinance  was  pafled 

1650.  in  06tober  1650,  *'  for  prohibiting.tradiB  widi5<jrAiift«li 
Virginiaj  Bermuda,  and  Antego.^'  It  recited^  diat  ^' in 
Virginia,  and  other  places  in  America^  tthore  arettoltt* 
nies,  which  were  planted  at  the  coft,  and  fettled  by  Akf 
people,  and  by  the  audunity  of  this  riation,  whic^obg^ 
to  be  fubordinate  to,  and  dependent  upon  £2^ttQdp#* 
that  they  ever  have  been,  and  ought  to  be,  fubjc^io 
fuch  laws  and  regulations  as  arcy  or  ihadl  be  made)by 
the  ^li^n)ent--^tbat  divers  aAs  of.  jrebdHon  kax&kmA 

conunitted 
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mitted  by  noany  peribns  inhabiting  Virginia,  whereby 
hsv€  iet  up  chemiebres  in  €>ppofition  to  this  conunoa^ 
du"  It  therefore  declared  them  *'  notorious  rob* 
and  traitors."  Feribns  in  power  generally  reafon 
againft  thofe  who  oppofe  their  authority,  and  dif- 
the  legality  or  equity  of  their  meafurcs,  whatever 
It  be  their  own  iendments  when  in  a  lower  ftadon^ 
prhik  aggrieved  by  fuperiors.  The  ordinance  au- 
eed  the  council  of  ftate  to  fend  a  fleet  thither,  and 
rant  commifiions  to  proper  perfons  to  enforce  to 
ience  all  fuch  as  ftood  o{^)offed  to  the  authority  of 
MnenL  In  confequence  hereof  commiffioners  were 
btedy  and  a  powerful  fleet  and  anny  detached^  to 
(c  all  their  enemies  to  fubmiflion.  They  were  to 
heir  endeavours,  by  grantmg  pardons  and  by  other 
efiil  arts,  to  induce  the  coloniib  to  obey  the  itate  of 
land:  but,  if  diefe  means  fliould  prove  inefieftual» 
^they  were  to  employ  every  a6t  of  hoftility ;  to  fiec 
i  fervants  and  flaves  of  nmfl:ers  oppofing  the  go- 
JKient,  that  would  ferve  as  foldiers  to  fubdue  them ; 
K>  caufe  the  afts  of  parliament  to  be  executed>  and 
be  to  be  adminiftered,  in  the  name  of  the  common-  .  ;. 
pu  After  the  arrival  of  the  commiflioners  with 
kaval  asvi  military  force,  the  Virginians  refufed  to 
till  ardcles  of  furrender  had  been  agreed  upon, 
ich  it  was  ftipulated,  "  The  plantation  of  Vir- 
and  all  the  inhabitants  thereof,  fhall  enjoy  fuch 
and  privileges  as  belong  to  the  free  people  of 
The  general  aflcmbly,  as  formerly,  (hall 
tene,  and  tranfadt  the  affairs  of  the  colony.  The 
Be  of  Virginia  fhall  have  a  free  trade,  as  the  people 
pgland,  to  all  places,  and  with  all  nations.     Vir* 

ginia 


$4  THEHISTORYOFtHB 

ginia  fhall  be  free  from  all  taxes,  cuftoms,  and  in)po« 
fitions  whatfoever  J  and  none  ihall  be  impofed  on  them 
withoxit  confent  of  the  general  affembly;  and  neither 
forts  nor  caftles  fhall  be  ereded,  nor  garrilbns  main- 
tained without  their- confent  *." 

The  hardfhips  the  Virginians  experienced  fixmi  rc- 
ftridtions  on  their  trade  xinder  Oliver  Cromwell,  tc^ether 
-with  their  attachment  to  the  royal  family,  induced 
them  to  feize  the  occafion  of  the  death  of  the  protec- 
tor's governor,  for  applying  to  Sir  fFilUatn  Berkefyy  who 
had  lived  privately  during  the  revolutions  of  the  day, 
to  refume  the  governriient  of  the  colony,  to  which  he 
confented,  on  their  fblemnly  promifing  to  venture  their 
lives  and  fortunes  with  him  for  Charles  II,  Before 
they  had  heard  of  the  death  of  Cromwell,  Charles  was 
procl^med  by  them  king  of  England,  Scotland,  Ireland; 
and  Virginia.  During  the  diftreffes  to  which  the  royalifts 
were  expofed  in  England  prior  to  this  event,  they  reforted 
to  that  colony,  fo  that  Virginia  contained  about  30,00a 
perfons  at  the  reftoration.  Sir  William  Bericely,  in  his 
anfwer  to  the  inquiries  of  the  lords  of  the  committee 
1671.  of  the  colonies  writes,  June  20,  1671,  "  there  arc 
40,000  perfons,  men,  women,  and  children,  2000  black 
flaves,  and  6000  chriftian  fervants  for  a  fliort  time.'* 
You  will  not  have  your  good  opinion  of  him  heightened 
for  his  adding — *^  I  thank  God  there  are  no  free  fchools,' 
nor  printing,  and  I  hope  we  (hall  not  have  them  Acfe 
hundred  years.  For  learning  has  brought  difobedience* 
and  herefy,  and  feds  into  the  world,  and  printing  ha^ 

*  filaiid's  Inquiry  into  the  rightt  of  the  Britiih  colonies* 

(iivulged 
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lilged  them  and  libds  againll  the  beft  government 

ikeep  us  fix)m  both*  V* 

fbu  will  remark,  that,  however  zealous  the  Virginia 

nrere  to  honor  die  Charles's  with  their  loyalty,  they 

ky  declined  complimendng  king,  commonwealth, 

^rotedor,  with  their  liberties. 

$»ylami  comes  now  to  be  confidered. 
Ir  George  divert  was  one  of  the  original  aflfociates 
le  great  Virginia  company,  and  contimicd  a  mem* 
rtT  diat  corporation  during  its  exiftence:  and,  as 
tary  of  ftate,  he  afted  as  one  of  the  committee  of 
cU  for  the  affairs  of  the  plantations  while  James  I. 
w  Sir  George,  in  his  reign,  having  thought  proper 
iter  his  religious  fentiments  and  embrace  popery, 
tuoufly  avowed  the  change.  The  king  pleafed 
his  fincerity,  granted  him  a  part  of  Newfoundtgnd^ 
\i  the  French  at  length  obliged  him  to  abandon. 
»msgefty  further  teftified  his  regard,  by  creating 
brd  Baltimore  of  Ireland.  King  Charles^  to  com- 
Ite  for  hb  lofs  of  the  Newfoundland  territory,  gave 
a  grant  of  the  country  on  the  north  fide  of  the 
feak'4^. 

is  lordfbip  died  April  15,  163a,  before  the  patenf  ^^ji. 
made  out;  on  which  his  fon  Cecil  took  it  out  in 
wn  name  the  June  following.  Charles,  m  honor 
I  royal  confort  Henrietta  Maria,  named  the  colony 
f^Und;  and,  being  defu-ous'  of  gratifying  the  pro- 
iry  all  in  his  power,  invefted  him  with  as  much, 
signty  as  could  yhsSL  confiil  with  an  immediate  iub« 
n  to  the  crown  of  England.  His  lordlhip,  with 
jQfent  of  the  freemen  or  their  delegates,  whom  he 

*  Chilffien's  Political  Annab*  under  Vixginia* 
)L.h  F  was 
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was  required  to  alfemble;  for  that  purpofe^  raght^jnak^ 
laws  of  what  kind  foever  for  the  prpvijice,  fcrttwil  tl^sj 
were  not  repugnant,*  but  agreeable?  toj  the  juiilpr\idcpce 
and  rights  of  the  realm  lOjf  .fjrigiand:;  ^ad  "^  ^**-  ^^ 
thoriz^d.  to  exjspu.te  the  a£b  of  tlije  .^c>i>bly»  .  Ti)^^ 
was  no  claufe  in  the  charter  obliging  hipEi- to  tr^^ifiivig 
their  afts  to  the  king  for  apprgbation  or  dilfcnti  ijor 
any  faving  of  the  royal  intei:f(?rejQce  in  the  goyeinffxcnt 
of  the  colony,     Charles  referved  to  himfelf,  and  hisi 
heirs  for  ever,  impofts,  duties,  and  cuftoms,  whic|^  the; 
colonifts  were  bound  to  pay  i  but  declared  ki  the  fame 
charter,  "  Wc,   our  heirs  and  fucccflbrv  fhal^  at  noi 
time  fet  and  make,  or  ea^^fe  to  be  fet^  any  impofy^qq^ 
cuftom,  or  taxation,.. on  the  inhabitants  of  the  prQyiotfCSij 
f6r  their  lands,  goods,  tenements,  or'chattels,  within,  the 
ftid  province^''    By  this  claufe  the  king  covenanted,  foe 
himfelf>  heirs, -and  fucccflbrsy  that,  having  refervedfor  ever 
the  impofts,  duties>  and  cuftoms>  he  would  not  contri- 
bute toward  fettmg  upon  the  inhabitants  any  impc^on,. 
ctiftom,  or  taxation,'  for  theh*  lands,  goods,  tenements,  or 
chattels,  within  the  laid  province;  and  therein  bound  bodt: 
himfelf  and  them,  not  to  aflent  to  any  bill  fubjeding  the- 
^*L'  iilhabitantsto.an  internal  taxation  by  an  extemjj  kgiflariion. 
-:  The  firfc«m^radon  confifted  of  two  hundred  gentle^' 
men  of  ^conftderabJe  fortune  and.  rank,  with  didrvad^* 
hlsrents,  4:MoBy.  Roman  Catliolicks,  who  helped 'p.GnjojT' 
libicity  '^  CDn(cience,:  under  a  proprietary  of  Jthdr  own 
pmfeffiofi;  .•Thejf.iailed  from  England  in.  November^: 
163^.  and:  landrd.ia  Maryland  the  beginning  of  o^^^j. .  .Go^. 
vdm6r.  Cah^  Jarother  ta  locd  JBaltimfnTe-,  vecy  miSdY^ 
and  ^foSdf  purchs&dt  by:.pn:fents  of  various;  gGKxU^tbc:; 
rights  of  tlKt.  Iodiao%  wkI  .witih  thck  freeueonitnt  took 
^-  i  ^oftffion 
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fcffion'bf  their  town,  which  hi^  tailed  St.iMafy-^g. 
t  country  was  fettled  with  (6  mucheafc,*  jQid^fin*. 
ed  -With  fo  many  conveniences,  that  cnoigraifts  ttf- 
Cd  thidief  in  foch  numbers,  that  the  colony  idbll 
me  populous  and  flourifliing,  A  third  alBembly  of 
Bcn  was  held  at  St.  John's  in  February  1638-^5^  i6j9» 
i  im  a6t  was  paflcd,  "  for  eftabKlhmg  the  hbufe  of 
abiy/'  It  enafted,  that  riiofe  who  (hall  be  efcfted 
Kuit  to  writs  iffued,  fhall  be  called  burgeffts,  and 
fopply  the  place  of  the  freemen  who  chofe  them— 
the  gentlemen  fumtiioned  by  the  fpecial  writ  of  fhi 
rictary,  and  thofe  freemen  who  fhall  not  have  voted 
ly  of  flie  deftions,  together  with  the  governor  and 
tary,  fhall  be  called  "  the  houfe  of  afTembly"— 
«11  itifts  affentedf  to  by  diat  body,  fhall  be  deemed  *  ' 
t  funac  force,  is  if  the  proprietary  and  frdemen 
bc«i>  pei'fofKcHy  prtfent.  Slavery  feems  toh^d 
flan^arty  eftabiiJhment  in-  Maryland,  for  art  ift 
b  aflimbly  defcribes  "  the  peopk'*  to  confift  of  all 
Ian  inhabitants,  ^^  (laves  only  excepted."  Thi 
tuting  kws  which  were  paflfcd  by  the  Yirginiahsi* 
[after  rfiis  period,  againft  the  puritans,  made  tfte* 
'  emigrate  in  confidcrable  numbers  to  Maryland,- 
ftey  mig^t  c^njoy,  under  a  popifh  proprietary,  that 
jr*  of  confciehce  of  which  they  were  deprived  fcy 
rproteftatfjts.  * 

1642  the  burgcfTes  "  defired  that  they  might  be'i642» 
Ited,*  and  fit  by  themfelves,  and  have  a  negatives- 
was  their  ptogrefl  in  entertaining  juft  conception^ 
feir  own  democratic  rights.  The  governor  did  not: 
:  their  requeft ;  but  they  were  afterward  niore  fuc- 
A,  The  aiRmbly  of  164^  w&  afiuredly  divided* ifi^^* 
F  2  into 
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into  two  partSy  and  tranfa£ted  bufinefs  in  the  form  ef 
an  upper  and  lower  houfe*  That  affembly  which  con- 
vened in  April  enafted,  diat  no  perfons  profefTing  to 
l^elievc  in  Jefus  Chrift  fliall  be  molefted  in  refpcft  of 
their  religion,  or  in  the  exercife  thereof,  or  be  compelled 
to  the  belief  or  exercife  of  any  other  reli^on  againil 
their  confent,  fb  that  they  be  not  unfaithful  to  the  pro- 
prietary, or  confpire  againft  the  civil  government— that 
thofe  reproaching  any  with  opprobrious  names  of  re- 
ligious diftinftion,  fhall  forfeit  ten  (hillings  to  the  per- 
fons injured — that  any  one  (peaking  reproachfully  agsunfl: 
tlic  bleffed  Virgin,  or  the  apoftles,  fhall  forfeit  five 
pounds*-but  blafphemy  againft  God  fhall  be  punifhed 
with  death. 
'*5^'  In  1650  a  law  was  pafTed  "  for  fettling  this  prefent 
affembly."  It  enafted,  that  thofe  who  were  c^kd  by 
fpecial  writ  fhall  form  the. upper  houfe— that  thofe  who 
were  chofen  by  the  hundreds  fhall  compofe  the.  lower 
hpufe-^and  that  a][l  bills  which  fhall  be  affented  to  by 
die.  two  branches  of  the  legiflature  thus  eftablifhed, 
and  affer^t^d  to  by  the  governor,  fhall  be  deemed  the 
laws  of  the;  province^  and  have  the  fame  effedt  as  if  the 
freemen  were  perfonally  prefent.  There  was  alfb  pafled 
*'  an  aft  againft  raifmg  money  without  the  confent  of 
the  affembly."  If,  mentipned,  "That  no  taxes  fhall  be 
affeffed  ^r  levied  on  the  freemen. of  the  provmce  with^. 
out  their  own  confent,  or  that  of  their  deputies,  firft 
declared  in  a  general  affembly."  The  printed  words 
and  early  date  of  this  Maryland  aft  demand  particiilar 
noiice.  The  aAs  of  the  .general  affembly  and  governor 
were  of  the  fame  force  m  their  own  province,  as  a&s  of 
parliainent  in  England;  and  could  not  be  repealed  with- 
out 
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the  concurring  aflcnt  of  the  proprietary,  or  his  de- 

r,  with  the  other  two  cftates. 

'arolina  follows  Maryland  in  the  order  of  exiftence. 

.  few  adventurers  emigrated  from  the  Maflachufetcs, 

fettled  round  Cape  FeoTy  about  the  time  of  the 

irarion.    They  confidered  mere  occupancy,  with  a 

jfer  from  the  natives,  without  any  grant  from  the 

;,  as  a  good  tide  to  the  lands  i^ich  they  poflefled. 

y  deemed  themfelves  entitled  to  the  fame  **  civil 

tkges"  as  thofe  of  the  country  whence  they  had 

^ted.    For  years  they  experienced  the  complicated 

ries  of  want.      They  folicited  the  aid  of  their 

itrymen :  and  the  general  court,  with  an  attention 

humanity  which  did  it  the  greateft  honor,  ordered 

xtenfivc  contribution  for  the!  •  relief.     But  the  final 

mient  of  the  province  was  effefted  equally  through 

rapacity  of  the  courtiers  of  Charles  II.  and  his 

I  facility  in  rewarding  thofe,  to  whom  he  was  greatly 

btcd,  with  a  liberality  that  coft  him  litde.    The 

ence,  which  had  been  ufed  on  former  occaflons,  of 

Sus  zeal  for  the  propagation  of  the  gofpel  among  the 

bnsy  was  fuccefsfully  employed  to  procure  a  grant 

he  immenfe  region,  lying  between  the  36*  of  north 

bde,   and    the    river  St.  Matheo  under  the  31% 

ibh  24,  1663,.  this  territory  was  ere&ed  into  a  pro- <^J* 

\t  by  the  name  of  Carolina;  and  conferred  on  Ixyd 

)^mbmy  the  Duke  of  yilimarle,  Lord  Craven,  X-ord 

Jiriigf,  hord  J/bley,  Sir  George  Carteret,  Sir  JobnCollet<m^ 

j  {Sir  ff^iUiam  Berkeley,  as  abfelute  lords  proprietaries 

fever,   faving  the  fovereign  allegiance  due  to  the 

fn.     The  charter  feems  to  have  been  copied  from 

;  of  Maryl^d,  fo  extenfive  in  its  powers,  and  fo 

F  3  no)^ 


noble  in: its.  privileges.    The  noblemen  held  ^cir  fiiflr 
meeting  in  May;  and,  at  the  defire  of  the  New  England, 
people  above-mentioned,  publiftied  propofals  to  all  that 
iVQuld  plant  in  Carolina.     They  declared,  that  all  per- 
fons  fettling  on  Charies-river,  to  the  fouthward  erf  Cape 
Eear,  Ihould  have  power  to  fortify  its  banks,  taking: 
the  oath. of  alkgiance  to  the  king,  and  fubniitting  to- 
the  government  of 'the  proprietaries — that  the  emigrants 
might  prefent  to  .them  thirteen  perfons,  in  order  that 
.  they  mi^t  .appoint  ^  governor  and  a  council  of  (ix  for 
tl^ree^ear3— -th^t  an:a(Iembly,  compofed  of  the  governor>> 
the  council,,  and  delegates  of  the  freemen^  Ihould  hfp 
caHed  as  foon  as  circtimftances  would  alloW:^  with  power 
ta  make  laws,,  not  contrary  to  thofe  of  Englaad>  nor  of 
any. validity  •  after  the  publication  of  the:  diffcnt  of  the 
proprietaries-^that  every  one  fhould  enjoy  the.  moftper- 
fefl:  j&eedom  in  religion— that  during  five  years,  evCTjr 
ff^eflftan  ^lhould  be  allowed  one  hundred  acres  oif  land; 
andTfifty  for.  every  fervant,  paymg  only  an  half-penny* 
iih>  atre-— and  that,  the  fame  freedom  from  cuftoms^- 
MCliith  had'  been  confirmed  by  the  royal  charter,^  ihould 
bfe  allowed  to  every  one. 

The  proprietaries  appointed  Sir  JVilliam  Berhleyyiiicn 
governor  of  Virginia,    general  fuperintcndent  of  the 
'    "  affairs  of  the  county  of  Albemarle,  within  the  bounda- 
rfes-of  which,  a  fmall  plantation,  of  die  New  Englandcrs  * 
pk>bably,  had  been-  eftablifhed  for  fome  years,  on  the- 
nordi  eafterri  ihores  of  the  river  Chowan.     Sir  William 
Berkeley  repaired  ta  the  county,  confirmed  and  granted 
lands  oh  the  conditions  before-mentioned,    appointed 
Mr.  Drunimond  the  firft  governor,  and  likewife  •other: 
o&rers,  and  thcji  returned  to  Viiginia^     ■ 
^^--  •         ^  The 


The  affemblf  of  1666,  being  diflirisfied  witTi  tRe 
lures  *  by -which  they  hdd  their  lands,  petitioned  the 
>pnetarie^:that  the  people  of  Albemarle  might  hold 
!ir  poffeflfions-  on  -the  fame  terms  on  which  the  Vir- 
lians  enjoyed  theirs,  and  were  gratified.  • 

TKc  prdprietarles  appointed  John  Teamansy  a  refpeflra-  i66j 

planter  of  Barbadocs,  commander  in  chief  of  Clai 

idon  county,  ftretching  from  Cape  Fear  to  the  river 

Matheo;  and  he  was  it  the  fame  time  created  a 

>onet.      To  Icciire  its  profperity,   the  fame  powers 

re  conferfed,  and  the  fame  conftitution  eftabliihedi 

thofe  which  had  made  Albemarle  happy.  ' 

A  fettlement  was  alfo  now  projefted  to  the  fouthward 

Cape  Romain,  i?^hich  acquired  the  name  of  Cartercr. 

ms  a  variety  of  feparate  and  independent  colonies, 

ih  of  ^ich  had  its  own  government,  its  own  aflembly; 

<>wn  tiiftoms  and  laws,  were  eftablifhed  in  Carolina. 

III  Jtine  the  proprietaries  obtained  a  fecond  chzxf/ift 

fch  recited  and  confirmed  the  former.     TJie/wre 

ibled  to  make  laws  for  the  province,  with  the. 

■the  freemen  or  their  delegates :  and  likewife  to^ 

feS  of  honor  by  tRe  creation  of  a  nobility.     No  one 

^gative  of  the  crown  was  referved,  Mcept  the  fove- 

||;n  dominion.  • 

Samuel  Stevens    elq;    was  appointed    governor  of  1667. 

Ibcmarle  in  Oftobcr,    and  was   cornmanded   to  aft 

jteeable  to  the  advice  of  a  council  of  twelve,  the  oni 

K'Sf  'which  he  was  to  appoint,  the  other  was  to  be 

lofefi  b^  the  aflembly.'    The  aflembly  was  to  be  coniii 

Med  of  the  governor,  the  council,  and  t^\'elve  delegates 

(cffen  annojally  by  the  freeholders.    Varices  regulations 

JlJvideH  for  the  fecurity  of  property:    and"  no*  taxes 

*  '       '      ^  F  4  were 
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were  to  be  impofed  without  the  confcnt  of  th?  affembljr. 
The  proprietaries  might  mean  no  more,  than,  that  nei- 
ther they,  nor  the  governor  and  council,  fhould  impofe 
taxes  without  the  confent  of  the  afiembly:   but  die 
mode  of  expreffion  tended  to  confirm  the  pec^le  at 
large  in  the  opinion  of  their  being  exempted  ihxn  all 
taxes  which  had  not  the  confent  of  their  own  aflembty. 
The  fettlers  had  their  lands  confirmed,  and  granted  to 
be  now  held  by  the  free  tenure  of  foccage,  expreffing 
a  certain  rent  and  independence.    All  men  were  declared 
entitled  to  equal  privileges,  on  taking  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance to  the  king,  and  of  fidelity  to  the  proprietaries. 
1669.     It  was  not  till  1669  that  an  affembly  conftituted  as 
above-mentioned  was  convened ;  when  it  was  enaded— 
*'  none  (hall  be  fued,  during  five  years,  for  any  caufe 
of  aftion  arifing  out  of  the  country — and  none  fhall 
accept  a  power  of  attorney,  to  receive  debts  contra&ed 
abroad."     Hence  this  colony  was  long  conlidered  as 
the  refuge  of  the  criminal,  and  the  afylum  of  the  fugi^ 
tive  debtor. 

The  proprietaries,  at  length  difTatisfied  with  every 
fyftem  which  they  had  hidierto  devifed  for  the  govern- 
ment of  their  province,  figned,  in  July,  a  body  of  y}^- 
damental  conjlitutions  compiled  by  the  celebrated  Loch^ 
gpivmg  as  a  reafon,  "  That  we  may  eflablifh  a  govern- 
ment agreeable  to  the  monarchy  of  which  Carolina  is  a 
part,  and  may  avoid  making  too  numerous  a  democracy." 
By  this  edi£l  a  palatine  was  to  be  chofen  from  among 
the  proprietaries  fpr  life ;  who  was  to  ad  as  prefident  of 
the  palatine  CQprt^  cpmpofed  of  the  whole ;  which  was 
intruded  with  the  execution  of  the  powers  of  the  char- 
ter.   A  body  pf  hereditary  (lability  was  crealed,  an^ 

denominate^ 
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ominated  landgraves  and  caciques  i  die  former  were 
be  invefted  widi  four  baronies^  each  confifting  of 
X»  acres;  die  latter  to  have  two,  contMiing  one 
'  6f  that  quantity :  and  thefe  eftates  were  to  defcend 
I  the  dignities  infeparably.  There  were  to  be  as 
ly  landgraves  as  counties ;  and  twice  as  many  caciques, 
no  more.  Two  fifths  of  the  counties,  ftyled  figni- 
I  and  baronies,  were  to  be  poflfefied  by  the  nc^ility  $ 
iodier  three  fifths,  called  the  colonies,  were  to  be  left 
iDg  the  people. 

The  provincial  legiflature,  dignified  with  the  name  of 

lament,  was  to  be  biennial,  and  to  confift  of  die 

^rietaries,  alias  landgraves,  or  the  deputy  of  each, 

be  cacique  nobility,  of  the  reprelentatives  of  the 

jbolders  of  every  difhift,  who  were  to  meet  in  one 

itment,  and  every  member  to  enjoy  an  equal  vote : 

[no  bufiiiefs  was  to  be  propofed  till  it  had  been  de* 

il  b  the  grand  council,  whofe  duty  it  was  to  pre- 

^  bills  for  the  parliamentary  confideration.    The 

^  council  was  to  be  compofed  of  the  governor,  the 

lity,   and  the  deputies  of  the  proprietaries,  thelc 

abfent ;  and  was  invefted  with  the  executive  of 

ce.    The  church  of  England  alone  was  to  be 

a  public  maintenance  by  parliament ;  but  every 

Ip'egation  might  tax  its  own  members  for  the  lup* 

\  of  its  own  minillers ;  and  to  every  one  was  allowed 

freedom  in  religion.    However  the  moft  de- 

flavery  was  introduced,  by  invefting  m  every 

jj(  the  prc^)erty  of  his  negro  *. 

^hefe  conftitutions,  confifting  of  120  articles,  and 

jtaining  a  great  variety  of  perplexing  regulations, 

^"        f  Locke's  Works,  Vo|.  IV.  p.  519,  &c.  1779. 

i  were 
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were  declared  vo  be  die  farrcd  and  lindtehitfle  injle"bf 
,  govennrient  iri  CarpHna  for  everr  and: yet  they  l^ert 
jievqr  akogeriier.  adopted;  The  parties;  engaged  in  xhh 
aft  of  legiflation  Ihould  have  refleded,  that  the  inh^ii 
tants.  had  fctded-ori  condiCibns,  ^hich  it  was  no  'longtf 
inriicir  ppwcr  to  abrc^ate  ;  and  that,  in  the  fornn^  <lf 
gOT)Cl-Ament  \irtiich  had  beenraftually  eftabliftied,  thi 
people  had-  acquired  an  intereft  whieh^couldnocbe  tdceft 
a:w!aywkhout  tfeeir  confent. 

1670.  A  number  of  emigrants  were  fent  -in  Januiwy,  uhdcr 
WUiiam  S^fyle'j  Efq;  apppihted *g6verr)6r  of  that  part  of  the 
coaft  i^ch*  U^s  foiith-wdftward  of  Capfe-Garteret,  to  ferrii 
a  colony  at  l^rt-Royal.  They  arrived  fafe :  arid-  as  it 
was  found  impradiqableto  conform  to  the  corrfStution^i 
it  was  determined  to  teep  as  clofe 'to  thenri  as  poffible: 
Sayie  dyings  SSf-Johtf  Z'eama^s  had  his  cJommandex- 

t67i.tendcd  to'and  over  this  colony,  in  Auguft,  i-6*fi:  "Thli 
year,  piantersreforted frbmClarenddn  on  the^ndrtl^ ahd 
Port-Royal  on  the  fouth,  to  the  b^nks- of  Aflileji-rl*^; 
for  the  convenience  of  pafture  and  tillage  5  aild  latd  Ofl 
the  firft  high  land  the  foundation  of  old  Charies-Towtii 
The  proprietaries'  promulgated  temporary  laws,  titt 
through  a  fufficient  nurAber  of  inhabitants,-  govcrhifaftit 
<;ould  be  adminiftered  accortiing  ta  the  fundamental 
conftitutions.  The  temporary  laws  wet*  of  no  long 
^Juration,  being  derided  by  a  people  Without  whole  cohi 
fent  they  had  been  eftablifbed.  *         '-    ' 

2674.  \  -In  May,  Jofepb  Wtjh  efq;  was  appointed  governor  of 
the  fouthern  colony,  in  the  room  of  Sir  John  Ycamans; 
with  whiofe  condudk  the  proprietaries  were  diffatisfied. 
But  Ac.  difficulty  of  eftablilhing  the  colony  was 'riot 
wcrcome.fpr  years i.-Oot-tiU  people  repairdct  to  it  at 
V  :  v  their 


riav^n  exptnce,  and  men  of  cftate  ventured  thidier 

leF  th«  foil  perfuafion  of  being  fwrly  treated.    In  ^^^* 

e£kation  of  fuch:  trefacment^   the  difieot^rs^   bein^ 

&il^-  by  perfecutiotis  in  England,  and  dreading  i 

ASh  &cc6(S>r^  emigrated  to  Carplina  in  great  num^ 

»,  and  made  a  confldel-able  part  df  the  inhabitants.- 

ey  acc|uired  die  honbr  of  introducing  religion  into 

province^  white  they  ftrengthened  it  alfo  by  their 

fenal  acceflions.     But  the  promifmg  appearances  o^ 

country  inviting  over  many  of  a  very  different  ftatt^y 

T  la  while  difturbancf 9  followed.       r  .      >« 

The  planCK^  being  informed^  that  the  Oyjier'poijgfy  (o 

ghtfblly  formed  by  the  confluence  of  the  riversr 

iky  and  Cooper,  was  more  convenient  than  what 

f 'fixed  upon  eight  years  before,  and  Ae  proprietaries 

iduraging  dieir  inclination^   they  began  to  rem*ov«V 

t  in  the  ftil^quent  y«ar  laid  the  foundation' of  €hM68o. 

jfehtvGharka-tDwn,  and  built  thirty  houfes.     It  wa9 

!tmdy  declared  the  port  for  the  purpofes  of  traffic; 

l*thc  -capUiil  for  the  adminiftnation  of  govemmenfc     . 

Mas- long  unhealthy;  but  the  a^acent  countty  being 

k  cleared  and  cultivated,  it  Is  ^allowed  to  enjoy  the 

lib  fetubrious  air  e(  Garolinisi*     ■  -  ■ 

irhough  the  proviriee-,  had  beeii  formed  int6hiahi#sf 

rbareiSes,  it  was  not  till-i68i,-Aftt"itwas  dividedi68«* 

b  three  counties.     In  the  Auftmin-  of  this  year;-  get' 

taor  Weft  held  it  parliament;  and  afterward  irrimedii' 

ly  refigned  his  adminiftration  to  Mr.  Jofeph  Moi«6n".* 

lence  commenced  a  reiterated;  cKai^  of  governors;* 

irle.  Weft,  Quarry,  Moreton,  were  focceflively  ap- 

bted.-   There  was  a  fimilar  change  of  every  public 

icer^    Thefe  changes  produced  turlxilency  and^aftion. 

*-'  V  But 
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But  prior  to  this  period,  an  infurreftion  broke  out  in 
t6^^.  the  colony  of  Albemarle,  in  December,  1677.  At  the 
end  of  two  year's  fuccefsful  revolt,  Culpeper,  who  was 
deeply  concerned  in  the  bufinefs,  was  difpatched  with 
another  perfon  to  England  with  a  promife  of  fubmiflion  to 
the  proprietaries,  on  certain  conditions.  When  about 
to  return,  after  executing  his  truft,  he  was  impeached 
by  the  commiflioners  of  the  cuiloms,  for  adting  as  col- 
fcapr  wthout  their  authority,  and  embezzling  the  king's 
revenue  in  Carolina.  He  was  feized  on  board  a  veflel 
1680^  in  the  Downs,  brought  back,  and  m  Trinity-term,  1680, 
tried  by  virtue  of  the  ftatute  of  Henry  VIII.  on  an  in- 
dictment of  high-treaibn  committed  without  the  realm. 
The  famous  Lord  Shaftefbury,  then  in  the  zenith,  of  his 
popularity,  appeared  on  his  behalf,  and  reprefented,  con- 
trary to  the  mcrfl  undoubted  fafts,  "  That  there  never 
had  been  any  regular  government  in  Albemarle,  that 
its  diibrders  were  only  feuds  between  the  planters,  which 
could  only  amount  to  a  riot.''  On  this  Culpeper  was 
acquitted.  He  is  the  firft  cobniil  who,ai^>eai:is  to  have 
been  regularly  tried  in  the  court  of  King's-bench  upon 
that  ftatute  * :  but  he  was  not  tranfported  from  America^in 
order  to  trial.  His  acquittal  induced  the  [H-opriet^es  to 
reiblve  upon  governing,  in  future,  according  to  the  portion 
of  obedience,  wjiich  ti^e  infurgents  (hould  be  diipoftd 
to  yield*  They  rccommendefl,  however,  an  he^Ung 
diipoQaQn^  But  the  perfons  bearing  the  chief  fway> 
^^  ft^^^^  ^^^  much  by  a  vindictive  fpirit,  pro- 
ceeded againit  their  opponents  by  imprifonment,  fine, 
and  banifhment.  The  fcenes  of  anarchy  produced  by 
thefe  meafqres  were  not  changed,  nor  (he  condition  of. 
f  Cltalmers's  FoUticsd  Annab,  B,  If  p.  537,  ^jSt    . 

7  the 
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[  colony  mended  by  the  arrival  of  governor  S^tb 
bel,  in  1683,  who  was  fent  in  hope  of  quiecing  the  ^^3* 
brders  by  his  authority,  as  he  had  purchafed  Lord 
umdon's  (hare  of  the  province.  He  was  guilty  of 
t  bribery,  extortion,  injuftice,  rapacity,  breach  of 
ft,  and  difobedience  of  orders,  for  five  years,  that  the 
labitants,  driven  almoft  to  defpair,  fcized  him  with 
iew  of  fending  him  to  England  to  anfwer  to  rficir 
nplaints:  but  upon  his  intreaties,  and  offering  to 
wnnit  their  mutual  accufations  to  the  next  ailembly, 
y  accepted  his  propofal.  The  affembly  gave  judg- 
snt  againft  him  in  all  the  above-mentioned  particulars, 
i  conipelled  him  to  abjure  the  country  for  twelve 
mths,  and  the  government  fw  ever. 
Cbarles^town  having  been  made  the  provincial  port, 
*  firft  coUedor  was  eftablifhed  there  in  1685.  The  16^5. 
ircmor  and  council  were  at  the  fame  time  ordered, 
3Not  to  fell  to  fhow  their  forwardnefs  in  aflifting  the 
Be&ion  of  the  duty  on  tobacco  tranlported  to  other 
lonies,  and  in  feizing  fhips  that  prefumed  to  trade 
Utrary  to  the  afts  of  navigation."  Little  regard  was 
id  to  orders  fo  contrary  to  the  views  of  every  one. 
CI  illicit  trade  was  not  only  praftifcd,  but  juftificd 
ider  a  claufe  of  the  patent,  wbicb  the  people  believed  to 
,if  fuperwr  force  to  the  law.  Though  the  royal  grant 
'•1665  was  pafled  fubfequent  to  the  a6t  of  navigation, 
t  prefent  exemption  was  infilled  upon,  with  the  fame 
Jrit  that  it  was  contended  during  this  reign,  tliat  a  king 
-,  England  may  difpenfe  with,  the  law.  The  principle 
■  the  Carolinians,  and  the  doftrine  fo  fafhionable  at  the 
wrt  of  James,  were  therefore  exai5tly  the  fame. 

James 


1 686. :  Jams.  .CoUetta,  e(q;  ar  proprietftiT;  ism  'sppokiM  gd» 

>:  :. ;  y^rnoFi  m  A%uft,  The  neirt  year  hd  caUefl  an  ^iSRaoBhlf^ 
[ft  which  ,h6  a»d  hasi  party  took  upon  thefti  to  pi^  fiidi 
laws  as  loi):  Jiinl  the.  aJSTediens  of  ^e  pedpld^  f  'D«frili|; 
the  ferments,  tjijkt  fc^Uowedj  Seth  Sdilie^  wb()m'i«tf  h^^ 
feen  -baniib^  ifom  A&emafky  fuddeufy  ahrnred  at 
Gharles-iowtv  Caumenaoced  by  a>  powerful  part^r^vand 
{nrdyming  on  his-powers  as  a^pr^rietarj'^y  be  feized  thfe 

1690.  reins  of  government  in  ^^690,^  notwithftanding  the  op> 
pofition  of  governor  and  council.  A  general  retom  of 
ooembers  was  procured/  who  read^y  fandlified  by  dieir 
y^  whatever  Was  dilated  by  thofe  diit  had^fltus 
acquired.power.  Cdleton^  whofe  condtift  had  been 
far  from  blamele&>  was  tofi^ntiy  impedlched  of  lugh 
crimes  and  mifdemefliiors^  'dk&bled  frdm  faok&ig'  Imy 

^,  office^  and  :baiiifhed;  Othm-  were  finedj  nnpASkmA§ 
and*  expelled  ^e  province. .  The  prc^ietarfes-appoinfted 

.2692. a  new.gqivernqr  ^ ^a^d  the  next  year»  upofi  dio.ivqnifi^ 
tjonsr  (^.'theC4K)ti^ 

oB  Ixmy  the  fmdamMal  xmftilHSi^Uf  which  fiur  fixMai 
having.anfwer6d  their  endj  introduced  only  difladsft&iony 
and  diforders,  that  wert  not  cured  tilT  the  final  diffi>-> 
lution  of  the  proprietary  government  ♦.  The  dperatioA 
and  fate  of  Mr.  Locke's  fyftem  may  convince  tis  of  tlu9 
truths  that  a  p^on  ^^  may  defend  the  principled  oi 
liberty  and  the  rights  of  mankind^  with  ^eac  fMUde* 
and  iuccefs  $  and  yet  after  all^  when  called  upon-  co  prcK 
duce  a  plan  of  le^flation>  he  may  aftonifl)?  die  woridk 
with  a  fignal  abfurdity  f ."  *     ^ 

;t  M(^:  of  what  b  bid  upon CaioKiiau  taken  fiofflC^^ 
litical  Anoals,  under  the  head  of  .diat.province..  •  ' ::       " 

i  A  Dd&ce  of  tht  Anoerican  Coinftitationi  of  Gov^nment,  by 
John  Adami,  efq;  p.  365, 

Governor 
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}QPrfspi!QBt  '^cbdale'  arrived  at  Carcdina  in  Atigtift.  1695* 
managed  :wth.  great  prudence^raad  fiicceeded  ib  wel) 
LtbdUTcmbljr.voted  him  an  acWrcfs  of  thanks.  ..Be 
&GCQfxkd  ^jr  JnJepbBlcAe  etq;.  whofcicntiments  wcR» 
iberal^  that,  -though"  a  .di^ntcr^  he  prevaifcd  with 
aflfejnhiy  m  Tcttic  1 5a  L  prramum  tipon  the  q>ilcopal' 
ifter.pf:  Gharlcsrtowa-  for  ever,  .ancj  likewife  tor  for-^: 
.hiro  wijh,  a,gQod  houfey  a  glebe,  and  tvw)  fcrvants^ 
ery  different fpirit  v/rought in  the carlof  Bath,'.wh«i  ,ly\t 
Euceqeded  to.  ibe.pQ^yer  of  .p^datinc,.  and  becaine  170U 
ft  proprietary.    :Beiog  a  zcak)t;  for.  the  dxarch  x)£: 
;larid^  he  was  ambitious  jof  efl:abUfhing  its  wdrfhi^^ 
.of  .ea^udiog  JiQn--epifcc^aliaii^  from  4  Ihare  in^thHfi^  >:\^ 
ernmeot  of  .CaroiiDa ;  a  funilac:  principle  was  at  thae' 
6  tfeaj^rcvakrtt  in  Eoghtnd:*^ :  i^is'  viewi?  were  fecond- 
)y  the;  pjiiabdenei^  o£.  g^vibmor  MMry  who  was  after* 
tilc.iucQEcded.faySir.iytf/i/^^irf.y^  Then  die 

Kihly.  bcin^  jcoavencd,  a  l?ill  wasr  brought  in  foi'  th^' 
K.  .cfiiifl;ual  prefcacrotiort  of ^  thc.gowftmmem,  by  ne-I 
ling,  .all  pdHoM  cfaof^  ^nonbesr^if  the  ail^blv;  «c^' 
|brm  JMj  T^ixgiotiaMarftiip,  rand  receive  the  Iticftiriwnt'* 
^  Lord'&'ftippcr/  JBccdrdingi^  ta  \Ae  tjfegft  df-'the^ 
lch.of.£ag}and./  B^  tsbis^a&v  aitdil!entets.^^e'diP^ 
jiik^  ihmi  fittiog:  ia-^e^affianbly,.  'di>yugli:Sega||^ 
jbed,  .andtbex:a2id3icbte^w]io.hadjhelgreit 
jibicesi  after  the  difiqimfifi»d.dflSnCfe^*^^'4W^brtleti-^^ 
jttd.^  ^hcpaffing*  of'this^.aia:^wa^  :iawcatifllitutiowl^> 
toppreffive.    .  Another  bi&'was^paffcd  for  eftablUlmi^  -"i : :  ^ 
l^iK  .  wctffKip  in;  :thc^  pravijncey  according  ta^lflS*- 
b^ch  of  England,  and  alfo  for  the  ereflin^  €>f'<5b^^^- 
,  maintenance    of   miniftpr^    -4^4    5.1?^-  ,buildyig  of 
ItvenieHt  parronages/    Both  tliefe  lafl's^wei  e ' afterward 
p '  •  - .   -  '•    4.  figned 
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figned  and  fetded  by  John  Lord  Granville,  then  paladne, 
for  himfelf  and  the  odier  proprietors.  In  confequence 
of  the  laft  aft,  many  oj^reflions  were  comnnittcd  by 
the  government  againft  the  dUTenters;  yAio  labored 
under  thefe  and  other  grievances,  till  the  matter  at 
length  was  brought  before  the  houfe'of  lords,  who, 
having  fully  weighed  the  fame,  addrefied  the  queen  in 
favor  of  the  Carolinians ;  and  the  laws  complained  of 

1706.  were  declared  null  and  void. 

An  Indian  war  having  broken  out  in  Carolina,  and  the 
proprietaries  finding  themfelyes  unable  to  maintain  it, 
againil  the  In^ans,  while  thefe  were  fupported  by  the 

1728.  French  and  Spaniards,  refbhred  to  furrender  their  charter 
to  the  crown.  One-eighth  of  the  province  belonged  to 
Lord  Carteret.  The  proprietors  of  die  other  feven- 
eighths  were  to  receive  for  their  ceflion  17,500!.  to- 
gether with  5000 1.  more,  due  to  them  from  the  province 
on  account  of  outftanding  debts.  The  furrender  and 
payment  was  confirmed  by  4  Britifh  aft  of  parliament, 
wherein  was  a  claufe,  referving  alway  to  Jcim  Lord 
Carteret^  his  heirs,  executors,  adminifixators,  and  alfigns, 
all  fuch  eftate,  right,  and  dtle  to  pne-eighth  part  of  the 
jhare  of  the  faid  provinces  or  territories,  and  to  one* 
eighth  part  of  all  arrears,  as  was  his  due.  After  paifing 
the  ad,  the  Britilh  government  applied  itfelf  in  cu'neft 
to  encourage  diis  colony,  and  Roberf  Johnjoriy  efq;  was 
appointed  governor,  and  continued  fuch  till  he  died  in 

173^.  1735  i  in  which  year  Carolina  was  divided  into  two  co- 
lonies. North  and  South,  and  each  placed  under  a  fepa- 
rate  ^jovernor  ♦. 

*  The  Modem  Univerlal  Hiilor>%  Vol.  XL.  1763. 

Pennfylvama 
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^ennfylvama  and  the  Delaware  Counties  next  demand 
attention.  Mr.  William  Penn;  one  of  the  joint  ptir-' 
ers  of  the  weftern  part  of  the  Jcrfeys,  having  received 
moft  cxaft  information  of  the  country  to  the  weft- 
I  of  the  Delaware,  while  engaged  in  the  adminiftra- 
of  the  joint  purchafe,  became  defirous  of  acquiring 
3arate  eftate. 

[e  prefented  a  petition  to  Charks  II.  in  June,  ftatlng  ,533. 
only  his  relationftiip  to  the  late  admiral ;  but  that 
/as  deprived  of&a  debt  due  from  the  crown,  when 
exchequer  was  fliut.  He  prayed  for  a  grant  of 
s,  lying  to  the  northward  of  Maryland  and  l^tift- 
I  of  the  Delaware ;  and  added,  that,  by  his  intereft, 
lould  be  able  to  fettle  a  province  which  might,  in 
:,  repay  his  claims.  Having  the  profpcft  of  fuccefs, 
opied  from  the  charter  of  Maryland  the  (ketch  of 
tent  which  in  November  was  laid  before  the  attorney- 
tral  for  his  opinion.  Penn  had  the  fame,  objeft  in 
'  as  I<ord  Baltimore  had,  the  guarding  againft  the 
tions  of  prerogative,  which  experience  had  taughf 
i  were  very  inconvenient.  The  attorney-general  de- 
xi  the  claufe  of  exemption' from  taxation  illegal: 
chief  juftice  Nordi,  being  of  the  fame  opinion,  and 
rving  its  tendency,  added  the  faving  of  the  authority 
he  Englilh  parliament,  fo  that  it  Was  ftipulatcd  by 
cing,  for  himfelf  and  his  fucceffors,  "  that  no  cuftom 
ther  contribution  (hall  be  laid  on  the  inhabitants  or 
■  eftates,  unlefs  by  the  confent  of  the  proprietary,  or 
crnor  and  aflfembly,  or  by  all  of  parliament  in  Englmd.*' 
'he  next  year  the  patent  was  granted,  in  confideration  1681. 
«  the  merits  of  the  father,  and  the  good  purpofes  of 
fon,  in  order  ta  expend  the  Englilli  empire,  and  to 
'OL.  I.  G  promote 
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promote  ufeful  eommodities."  It  was  provided  by  fit 
claufes,  that  the  fovereignty  of  the  king  fhould  be  pre- 
ferved  -,  and  that  afts  of  parliament,  qonceming  trade 
and  navigation  and  the  cuftoms,  be  duly  obferved. 
Penn  was  empowered  to  aflemble  the  freemen,  or  their 
delegates,  in  fuch  form  as  he  fhould  think  proper,  for 
raifing  money  for  the  ufes  of  the  colony,  and  for  making 
ufeful  laws,  not  contrary  to  thofe  of  England,  or  ithe 
rights  of  the  kingdom.  A  duplicate  of  the  afts  of  the 
affembly  was  to  be  tranfmitted  witWn  five  years  to  the 
king  in  council,  and  the  afts  might  be  declared  void 
within  fix  months,  if  not  approved. 

The  novel  introduftion  of  the  claufe  fiibjefting  the 
inhabitants  of  Pennfylvania  to  taxation  by  aft  of  patiia-- 
rnent,  might  afford  an  argument  againft  being  fo  taxed, 
to  all  tlie  colonies  whofe  charters  contained  no  fiich 
claufe.  Dr.  Franklin  being  afked,  when  examined  by 
the  houfc  of  commons,  in  the  time  of  the  ftamp.aft, 
"  Seeing  there  is  in  the  Pennfylvania  charter,  an  expreik 
refervation  of  the  right  of  parlian^nt  to  lay  taxes  there, 
how  could  the  affembly  affert,  that  laying  a  t^  on  them 
by  the  ftamp  adb.was  an .  infringement  of  their  rights  ?" 
anfwered,  "  They  underftand  it  thus— »By  the  fame 
charter  and.otherwife  they  are  entitled  to  aU  the  privi- 
leges and  Jiberties  of  Englifhmen.  They  find  in  the 
g-^at  charters  and  the  petition  and  declaration  of  rights, 
that  one  of  t^e^  privileges  of  Englifh  fobjefts  is,  that 
they  are  Jiot  to  be  taxed,  but  by  their  own  confent: 
they  have  therefore  reHed  upon  it,  fi-om  the  firft  fettle- 
ment,  that  the  parliament  never  would  or  could,  by 
colour  of  that  claufe,  tax  them  till  it  had  qualified  iriclf 
for  the  exercife  of  fuch  right,  by  admitting.reprefenta- 

tives 
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;s  from  the  people  to  be  taxed."  You  will  recoUeft 
/-ernor  Nicholfon's  writing  in  1698,  "  a  great  many 
)ple  in  all  the  colonies,  efpecially  in  thofe  under  pro- 
staries,  think  that  no  law  of  England  ought  to  l^ 
ding  to  them  without  their  own  confentj  for  they 
lifhly  fay,  they  have  no  reprefentatives  fent  from 
mfelves  to  the  parliament  of  England."  [p.  43.] 
The  Pennfylvanians,  it  may  be  noted,  were  not  dc- 
•ed  by  the  patent  to  be  Englifh  fubjefts.     There  was 

exprefs  ftipulation,  as  had  been  inferted  in  all 
er  colonial  patents,  **  that  the  Pennfylvanians  and 
ir  defcendants  fhould  be  confidered  as  fubjefts  born 
[lin  the  realm  ;'*  for  the  lawyers  who  revifed  it,  con- 
ircd  fuch  declarations  as  nugatory,  fince  they  were 
Irred  by  law  *.  If  the  right  of  the  Englifh  parlia- 
nt  to  tax  the  colonies  could  alfo  have  been  inferred 
law,  why  was  not  the  exprefs  refervation  of  that  right 
ifidered  likewife  as  nugatory  ? 
lil  May,  Penn  detached  Mr.  Markham,  his  kinfman, 
h  a  fnftall  emigration,  in  order  to  take  pofleflion  of 

country,  and  prepare  it  for  a  more  numerous  colony. 
ne  was  taken  to  order  an  humane  attention  to  the 
^ts  of  the  Indians. 

The  frame  of  government  for  Pennfylvania  was  pub-  x682» 
led  in  April.     It  was  forced  from  the  proprietary  by 
Snds,  who  would  not  have  fettled  his  country,  unlefs 
ilified  in  whatever  they  demanded.     It  underwent  a 
iilar  fate  with  the  conftitutions  of  Locke ;  and  after 
Wi^ty  of  alterations,  was  at  length  wholly  laid  afide,. 
i  a  firiipler  form  eftabliflied.    As  a  fupplement  to  the 
ttie,  there  was  publifhed,  in  the  fubfequent  May,  a 
^  Chalmers's  Political  Annals,  under  the  head  of  Pennfylvania. 
^  G   2  bodv 
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body  of  laws  agreed  upon  in  England  by  the  adven- 
turers, which  was  intended  as  a  great  charter  i  and  does 
honor  to  their  wifdom  as  ftatefmen,  to  their  morals 
as  men,  and  to  their  l^irit  as  colonifts. 

Mr.  Penn  defirous  of  carrying  his  region  foutkward  to 
the  Chefapeak,  was  continually  folicitirig  the  duke  of 
York,  for  a  grant  of  the  Delaware  colony.  The  pfince 
at  length  wearied  out,  conveyed  in  Auguft  the  town 
of  Newcaftle,  with  a  territory  of  twelve  miles  round  i 
as  alfo  that  tradl  of  land  extending  fouthward  from 
it  upon  the  Delaware  to  Cape  Henlopen.  It  was 
known  to  both  parties,  that  the  title  of  what  was  now 
granted  was  extremely  exceptionable,  as  the  duke  c6uld 
transfer  no  other  right  than  mere  occupancy  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  legal  claim  of  Lord  Baltimore.  Penn,  how- 
ever, who  was  intent  on  his  own  intereft  in  thofe  parts, 
immediately  affumed  the  powers  of  jurifdiftion. 

When,  for  the  firft  time,  he  arrived  on  the  banks  of 
the  Delaware,  Oftober  the  24th,  he  found  them  inha- 
bited by  3,000  perfons,  compofed  of  Swedes,  Dutch, 
Finlandersi,.  and  Englifh.  Not  only  his  own  colonifts, 
but  the  reft,  received  him  with  joy  and  refpedt.  He 
was  accompanied  thither  by  about  2000  emigrants^ 
who  being  either  quakers  or  other  diffcnters,  wiftied  tc^ 
enjoy  their  peculiarities  and  religion,  in  a  country  that 
offered  a  peaceful  afylum  to  the  perfecuted.  Mr.  Penn 
immediately  entered  into  a  treaty  with  the  Indians,  and, 
agreeable  to  the  bilhop  of  London's  counfel,  purchafed 
from  them  as  much  of  the  foil  as  the  circumftances  of 
the  colony  required,  for  a  price  that  gave  themfaus- 
faftion :  he  alfo  fetded  with  them  a  very  kind  corrcf- 
pondence.     In  December,  he  convened  the  firft  afletpbly 

at 
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Chefter,  confifting  of  feventy-two  delegates  from  the 

counties,  into  which  they  had  divided  Pennjylvania 

I  the  Delaware  colony,    foon  after  denominated  the 

itories.     The  inhabitants  propofed  that  the  deputies 

jht  ferve  both  for  the  provincial  council  and  general 

mbly  J  three  out  of  every  county  for  the  former,  and 

t  for  the  latter.     Their  propofals  were  pafled  by  the 

mbly  without  hefitation  into  an  acl  of  fettlement. 

e  perfons   returned  were  declared  to   be  the  legal 

ncil  and  affembly,  and  every  county  was  empowered 

end  the  fame  number  in  future,  which  in  the  fame 

nner  fhould  conftitute  the  legiflature  -,  and  after  the 

[ition  of  a  few  other  explanations,  the  modified  frame 

government  was  folemnly  rccognifed  and  accepted. 

en  an  aft  was  pafled,  annexing  the  territories  to  the 

vince,  and  communicating  to  the  one  the  lame  pri- 

tges,    government,  and  laws,    as  the  other  already 

Dyed.     Every  foreigner  who  promifed  allegiance  to 

king,  and  obedience  to  rhe  proprietary,  was  at  the 

ic  time  declared  to  be  a  freeman,  and  entitled  to  his 

lits.     By   the   legiflarive  regulations,   eftabliftied  as 

damentals  by  this  afiembly,    faftors  who  wronged 

ir  employers  were  to  make  fatisfaftign  and  ^ne -third 

T-^not  only  the  goods,  but  the  lands  of  th/e  debtor 

re  fubjcftcd  to  the  payment  of  debfs^-evcry  thing 

Ich  excited  the  people  to  rydenefs,  cnielty,  and  irrc- 

bn,  ivas  to  he  difcouraged  and  feverely  punifhed — no 

ffon  acknowledging  one  God>   and  living  peaceably 

'fcciety,   was  to  be   molefted   for  his  opinions  or 

|i^ce,'Or  to  be  compelled  to  frequent  or  maintain 

f  miniftry  whatfoever.    It  was  a  principle  of  the  great 

)^er>    ■*  that  children  fhaU  be  taught  ibmc  ufeful 

'  "G  3  tradcj 
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tradCi  to  the  end  that  none  may  be  idk,  but  the  poor 
may  work  to  live,  and  the  rich,  if  they  become  poor, 
may  not  want." 

Penn,  diffatisfied  with  the  a<Sb  of  fettlement,  without 
(JifBculty  created  a  fecond  frame,  agreeing  partly  with 
tjie  firft,  modified  according  to  the  aft  of  fettlcment  in 
certain  particulars,  and  in  fome  meafure  effentially  dif- 
ferent from  both :  to  which  he  procured  the  affent  of 
tjie  next  affembly,  in  1683  ^  but  which  in  time  fliarecl 
the  fate  of  the  former. 

168^..  ■  He  departed  for  England.  The  moft  violent  dif- 
fenfions  foDowed  almoft  inftandy  upon  it,  the  provincial 
council,  and  the  affembly  contending  eagerly  with  regard 
to,  their  mutual  .privileges  and  powers.  Tranquility  was 
not  reftored  by  the  deputy  governor  Blackwell,  who 
entered  upon  his  governrnent  in  December  1688, 

2685.  Toward  the  clofe  of  this  year  Mr.  Penn  obtained  a 
new  grant  of  the  Delaware  colony,  which  he  had  been 
folicitrng  for  fome  time. 

i688.  The  Peniylvanians  and  their  rulers,  when  Blackwell 
entered  upon  his  adminiftration,  were  fo.  much  engaged 
.  ip  their. owa  contefts  and  pgrfuits,  and  fo  aftuated  by 
t^e  principJes  of  their  fuperior  [the  proprietary,  whofe 
attactinnehts  to  James  IL.^uring  thofc  days  are  well 
known]  that  they  feem.  to  have  difregarded  that  fignal 
revolution  whi<:l)  transferred  tjicir^aUi^giance  and  Pcnn- 
lylvania  to,  the^  prince^  and  prinicefs  of  Ojpapge :  /or  the 
very  laws  and  .gov^ernm^t^pf  the  lyovi^ce^  5vere  ad- 
miniftei:ea  iri  tljQ  name^9^,the  ,^bdicated  monardi,  long 
after  WiUja^Vand.Mag'  had  b^eA.for^ija^  proclaimed 
in  Qtlier  colonies.     .  .   •         .   , 

.     -  4    •»- 4i    ••   •       •     •    ,.     •      .  ,      JLC 
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It  is  A  fingtslarity  ?n  the  Riftory  of  iJris  province,  that 
neidicr'ifs  various  4^ms,  'nor  its'fundarrienta}  laws, 
were  -communicated  to  the  king  for  diflcnt  or  approba- 
tion, diough  ftrongly  trifbreed  *. 

Pcnn^s  adhwence  to  Janies  carried  him  to  fu'ch  lengths, 
that  hfe  was  confidered  as  an  inveterate  enemy  to  the 
protcftant  eftablifhmeht^  and  was  for  fome  time  excepted 
out  of  the  afts  pf  grace  publilhed  by  William^  and 
Mary;  who  appointed  colonel  Fletcher y,hj  the  fame 
commifiion,  governor  b6th  of  New-^ork  and  Pennljl- 
vania.  In  the  commilfion  no  marmer  of  regard  feems 
to  have  been  had  to  the  original  charter.  But  when 
the  aflembly  met,  though  fixteen  fhort  in  number  to 
what  had  been  before  ufuial,  through  the  change  made  in 
the  writSi  they  pafled'  a  vote,  nem.  cm.  **  That  the  lavTs 
of  this  provmce,  which  were  in  force  and  praftice  before 
the  arrival  of  this  prefent  governor,  are  ftill  in  force : 
and  that  die  alHembly  have  a  right  humbly  to  move  the 
governor  for  a  continuation  or  confirmation  of  the  fame." 
That  and  fubfequent  aflemblies  fhowed  fuch  a  fi^ed  de- 
termination to  fecure  their  rights,  that  neither  governor 
nor  lieutenant  governor  could  bring  them  to  bend  to 
their  wiflies. 

In  1696  Penn  had  fo  well  managed  matters  at  the  ^^9^* 
court  of  England,  that  he  was  reftored  to  his  right  of 
naming  a  governor:  and  in  the  beginning  of  1700  he  ii^o. 
went  to  Pennfylvania  in  perfoA.    After  the  meeting  of 
fcvcral  aflemblies^  he  convened  one  in  September  1701,  i?*^'* 
and  informed  them  of  Ae  iridifpenfable  necefllty  he  was 
tiijdcr  of  going  to  Engl  tod,  to  obviate  fome  ill  offices 
done  hf  his  and  their  enemies  with  die  government 
*  Chalmerses  Annab* 

G  4  there  i 
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trade,  to  the  end  that  none  niay  be  idle>  but  the  poor 
may  work  to  live,  and  the  rich,  if  they  become  poor, 
may  not  want." 

Penn,  diflatisfied  with  the  aft  of  fettlement,  without 
difficulty  created  a  fecond  frame,  agreeing  partly  with 
the  firft,  modified  according  to  the  aft  of  fettlcmcnt  in 
certain  particulars,  and  in  fome  meafure  eflentially  dif- 
ferent from  both :  to  which  he  procured  the  affent  of 
the  next  affembly,  in  1683  ^  but  which  in  time  fharcd 
the  fate  of  the  former. 

1684.  He  departed  for  England.  The  moft  violent  dif- 
fenfions  followed  almoft  inftantly  upon  it,  the  provincial 
council  and  the  affembly  contending  eagerly  widh  regard 
to  their  m.utual  privileges  and  powers.  Tranquility  was 
not.  reftored  by  the  deputy  governor  Blackwell,  who 
entered  upon  his  government  in  December  i688, 

i6S^.  Toward  the  clofe  of  this  year  Mr.  Penn  obtained  a 
new  grant  of  the  Delaware  colony,  which  he  had  been 
folicitihg  for  fome  time. 

1688.  The  Penfylvanians  and  their  rulers,  when  Blackwell 
entered  upon  his  adrniniftration,  were  fo  much  engaged 
in  their. own  contefts  ancj  pgrfuits,  and  fo  aftuatcd  by 
the  principles  of  their  fuperior  [die  proprietary,  whofe 
attacfenaehts  to  James  IL  during  thofe  days  are  weU 
known]  that  they  feem.  to  have  difregarded  that  fignal 
revolution  whi^h  transferred  tjicir.  allegiance  and  Pcnn- 
fylvania  to,  the, prince,  and  prinicefs  of  Orange:  for  the 
very  laws  an^.  ^venjm^pt  of  the  province^  were  ad- 
miniftered  in  the  name.ojC.t|\e  abdicated  monardi,  long 
after  Willia;i)  .and. Mary  had.  been  formally  proclaimed 
in  Qther  colonies.  .    . 

...    ■'.^.    .  f     .    ,.     .        .It 


AMERICAN     -RE  VOLUTION.  8 

It  is  a  fingukrity  in  the  hiftory  of  this  province,  that 

ihcr  its  various  fyftems^   nor  its*  fundamental  laws, 

re  communicated  to  the  king  for  diflent  or  approba- 

n,  though  ftrongly  enforced  ♦. 

Pcnn's  adherence  to  James  carried  him  to  fuch  lengths^ 

t  hfc  i?as  confidered  as  an  inveterate  enemy  to  the 

yftftaht  eftablifhment,  and  was  for  fome  tinne  excepted 

t  of  the  afts  of  grace  publiflied  by  William  arid 

ary;  who   appointed  colonel  Fletcher^  by  the  fame 

ntimiilion,  governor  both  of  New- York  and  Pennfyl- 

lia.     In  the  commiflion  no  manner  of  regard  feems 

have  been  had  to  the  original  charter.     But  when 

J  aflembly  met,  though  fixteen  fhort  in  number  fo 

lat  had  been  before  ufual,  through  the  change  made  in 

;  writs^  they  paffed  a  vote,  nem.  con.  **  That  the  laws 

this  province,  which  were  in  force  and  praftice  before 

t  arrival  of  this  prefent  governor,  are  ftill  in  force : 

3  that  the  aflembly  have  a  right  humbly  to  move  the 

ivcrftor  for  a  continuation  or  confirmation  of  the  fame." 

hat  and  fubfequent  aflcmblies  fhowed  fuch  a  fi^ed  de- 

(mination  to  fecure  their  rights,  that  neither  governor 

Ir  lieutenant  governor  could  bring  tliem  to  bend  to 

ttr  wifhes. 

;"In  1696  Penn  had  fo  well  managed  matters  at  the  ^^9' 
Ihrt  of  England,  that  he  was  reftored  to  his  right  of 
lining  a  governor:  and  in  the  beginning  of  1700  he  itcc 
bit  to  Pennfylvania  in  perfoA.     After  the  meeting  of 
(rcral  aflemblies,  he  convened  one  in  September  1701, 1701 
h)  informed  them  of  the  indifpenfable  neceflity  he  was 
|der  of  going  to  England,  to  obviate  fome  ill  offices 

rby  his  and  their  enemies  with  the  government 
*  Chalmers's  Annals. 

G  4  there; 
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of  the  aflembly  met-*-that  the  firft  article,  relating  to 
liberty  of  confcience,  Ihall  be  kept  without  any  altera- 
tion invicrfabljr  for  ever — and  that  William  Pcnn,  for 
himfelf,  Gfc.  does  fdennnly  declare,  that  neither  he,  ^ir. 
AaB'  do  any  thing  wherdjy  the  iiba:ries,  in  this  charter 
contained,  nor  any  part  thereof,  (hall  be  infringed ;  and 
Aat  if  any  thing  Ihall  be  done  by  any  perfon  contrary 
•thetfetOi  it  fhall  be  held  of  no  effe6h 

This  new  eonftitution  differed  greatly  from  the  ori- 
'giiftif.  The  governor  might  nominate  his  own  councB, 
■and  -he  was  left  fingk  in  the  executive  part  of  the  go- 
^rernment,.  and  had  liberty  to  reftrain  the  legiflative,  by 
tcftifing  his  affent  to  their  bills.  The  aflembly,  on  die 
other  hand,  acquired  the  important  privilege  of  pro- 
pounding laws,  as  wdl  as  of  amending  or  rejedHng 
tiiem ;  but  -though  this  new  coiAttution  was  thankfully 
accepted  by  the- province,  it  was  unanimoufly  rejeftcd 
by  the  territories;  end  .affairs  ftood  in  this  untoward 
ftate  when  -the  propfietary  failed  'fcM*  England.  TJic  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  province  and  thofe  of  the  territories 
divided^  and  a<5ted  as  two  diftin<£i:  bodies:  and  die  at- 
.    tempts  to  unite  them  proved  ineffedhjal. 

The  territories  confided  of  the  three  counties,  New^ 
cafiUy  Kent  J  and  Sujfex  on  the  Delaware,  and  are  com- 
monly known  by  the  name  of  the  three  Lower  Comaies 
tn  the  Delaware. 

Notwithftanding  Mr.  Penn  is  celebrated  as  die  wifeft 
of  legiflators,  the  affembly,  about  the  year  1704,  unani- 
moufly pame  to  nine  refolutions,  in  which  they  complain 
with  great  grief  of  him,  "  for  undermining  his  own 
foundations ;  and  by  a  fubde  contrivance,  laid  deeper 
than  the  capacities  of  fomc  could  fariiom,  finding  a  way 

to 
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ay  afide  the-afl:  of  fetjlcmcnt,  and.diflfolvc  his'feeond 
rter  ♦."  He  was  likewife  charged  with  having  €X- 
:ed  from  the  province  great  liims  of  monejc.  They 
nplained  alfo  of  the  abufes  of  furvcyors,  therdepks 
the  courts,  and  jaftices  of  the  peace,  who,  they  laid,  * 
e  all  put  in  by  the  proprietary,  fo  that  he  became 
own  judg9  in  his  own  caufe.  Theiie  and  odierinat* 
were  the  heads  of  a  repreientation,  or  rather  remon-* 
nee,  drawn  up  and  fent  to  Mr.  Penn  then  in  fing-* 
^,  in  which  he  is  reprefented  as  an  oppreflbr,  ahd  as 
(fying  his  word  in  almoft  every  relpedt  with  the  po* 
cials  f. 

The  difpu te$  which  fubfifted  inPennfylvania  were  greatly 
rmented  by  theintemperanceof  thequakersthetnfelv^s, 
p,  notwithilanding  all  their  zeal  for  liberty  of  confcienoei 
fecute4>  r^ut  or  ibon  after  1694,  George  Keith 
^  had*  be^n  one  of  their  moft  f^supious  preachers)  upon 
,  .con]^n>vi\g  to  the  church  of  ;£j;igland ;  and  went  fo 
^  as  to  thrQiy  hi^  into  priibn^  They  apologized  fin: 
ar  condu£b  by  pleading,  that  thiy  did  not  puni(h  him 
:  his  r^ljigio^s  p^ivriples,  bgt  fyc  having  infulted  the 
jfL  governzpent  %.  If  this  was  a  good  [dbea,  the  New 
Ig^ders  m.ight  ^n  great  advantages  from  it,  in 
idicatjng  theniiiblves  as  to  many  of  the  ieverides  they 
l^ti&d  upgn  the  quakers,  who  infulted  their  civil  go- 
mments,  beypnd  what  will  be  eafily  credited  by  thoie» 
^  have  not;  ktd  the  opportunity  of  knowing  the  tranf- 
|fpi)S  of  tha(  period,  or  are  not  acquainted  with  the 
l^ye  language  of  fome  of  the  then  leaders  of  that 


dwloiw's  Aapals,  p.  6^4.  +  The  modem  Univ«if4 

)iy.  Vol.  'KJJlk  p/ 1 9;  1764.  t  Ibid,  p.  20, 

denomination 
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dcnomination-i-languag?  which  the  body  of  modern 
quakers  will  not  vindicate.  .     * 

It  only  remains  to  give  a  concifc  account  of  the  fettle- 
mcnt  of  Georgia. 
1732.  In  1732  a  number  of  gentlemen,  confidering  the  vaft 
benefit  that  might  arife  from  the  trad  of  land  lying  be- 
tween the  Savannah  and  the  river  Alatamaha^  pe« 
titicmed  the  king  for  a  charter,  which  was  accordingly 
granted  on  the  ninth  of  June.  They  meant,  that  the 
country  (hould  be  made  a  bulwark  for  the  fouthern  co- 
lonies againft  the ,  Spaniards  i  and  Ihould  give  employ- 
ment to  numbers  of  people,  who  were  burdenfome  at 
home  to  their  friends  and  pariflies.  The  charter  con- 
ftituted  them  a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  truftees  for 
cftabliihing  a  colony,  by  the  name  of  Georgia,  including 
the  country  from  the  moR:  northern  ftream  of  the  Sa- 
vannah, to  the  mod  fouthern  ftream  of  the  Alatamtaha. 
The  corporation  wa&  to  fubfift  for  21  years;  and  after 
the  expiration  of  diat  term,  the  governor  and  all  officers 
were  to  be  appointed  by  the  crown. 

Toward  the  end  of  Auguft  Sir  Gilbert  Heathcotc 
reconunended,  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  to  the  dire£^ors 
of  the  bank,  the  interefts  of  the  colony.  His  ipeech 
had  the  defired  efFcft,  and  the  members  of  the  court, 
after  his  example,  contributed  largely  toward  the  under- 
taking, as  did  great  numbers  of  the  nobility,  gentry, 
clergy,  and  others;  and  the  parliament  gnmted  1 0,000 /• 
By  the  beginning  of  November,  about  a  hundred  and 
fixteen  colonifts  prefentcd  thcmfelves,  mpft  of  them  la- 
boring people;  and  were  fumifhed  with  working  too|s 
of  all  kinds,  ftores,  and  fmall  arms.  Mr.  OgUib&rfe^ 
one  of  the  truftees,  gencroufly  attended  the  firft  fct  of 

fmigrant$ 
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grants  to  Carolina^  where  they  arrived  in  good  hesdth 
the  15th  of  January  following.  The  Carolinians  1 735* 
le  them  a  prefent  of  100  breeding  cattle,  befides 
s,  and  twenty  barrels  of  rice  j  and  fumilhed  them 
I  a  party  of  horfe  and  with  fcout  boats,  by  the  help  of 
ch  they  reached  the  Savannah,  where  Mr.  Oglethorpe, 
miles  up  the  river,  pitched  upon  a  fpot  for  a  town ; 

on  February  the  9th  the  building  of  the  firft  houfc 
inacnced.  The  colonifts  were  moft  generoufly  aflTiftcd 
the  Carolinians  and  their  governor.  Colonel  Bull, 

only  with  their  purfes,  but  their  labor,  in  raifing 

new  town,  named  Savannah  from  the  river. 

At.  Oglethorpe  was  waited  upon  by  a  numerous  depu- 

>n    fronri   the   Lower    Creek    nation,  with    whom 

concluded    a   treaty;    and  loon  after  fat  out  for 

irks-town  on  his  return  to  England,  where  he  ar-* 

sd  in  1734,  bringing  with  him  feveral  Indian  chiefs  i734- 

1  a  war  captain.     But  before  the  end  of  March  this 

X,  more  emigrants  to  the  amount  of  fix  hundred,  were 

ler  fent  over  by  charity,  or  went  at  dieir  own  expence. 

5n  the  30th  of  Oftober  the  Indians  embarked  for 

|r  own  country,  having  had  an  allowance  while  in 

odon  of.  20 1,  a  week,  of  which  they  fpent  litde,  as 

1^  commonly  eat  and  drank  at  the  tables  of  perfons 

.the  hig^eft  diftinftion.     They  moreover  received 

fcnts  to  a  very  confiderablc  amount.     They  em- 

ked  at  Gravefend  in  a  {hip  which  carried  over  a 

lEiber  of  Saltzburghers,  being  German  proteftants, 

|p,  with  others  of  their  countrymen  that  foUowed, 

jled  on  the  Savannah  a  town  they  called  Ebenezer, 

1  which  by  their  habits  of  induftry  and  fobriety  foon 

fame  confiderabk.     The  Georgians  made  a  furprifing 

r  ^  progrefs 
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emigrants  to  Carolina,  where  they  arrived  in  good  heisdkh 
on  the  15th  of  January  foUoviring.  The  Carolinians  i735» 
made  them  a  prefent  of  loo  breeding  catt)€f»  befides 
hogs,  and  twenty  barrels  of  rice  j  and  fiirniflied  them 
with  a  party  of  horfe  and  with  fcout  boats,  by  the  help  of 
which  they  reached  the  Savannah,  where  Mr,  Oglethorpe, 
ten  miles  up  the  river,  pitched  upon  a  fpot  for  a  town ; 
and  on  February  the  9th  the  building  of  the  firft  houfe 
commenced.  The  colonifts  were  moft  generoufly  affifted 
by  the  Carolinians  and  their  governor.  Colonel  Bull, 
not  only  with  their  purfes,  but  their  labor,  in  raifing 
the  new  town,  named  Savannah  from  the  river. 

Mn  Oglethorpe  was  waited  upon  by  a  numerous  depu- 
tation from  the  Lower  Creek  nation,  with  whom 
he  concluded  a  treaty;  and  foon  after  fat  out  (or 
Charks-town  on  his  return  to  England,  where  he  ar-' 
rived  in  1734,  bringing  with  him  feveral  Indian  chiefs  i734« 
and  a  war  captain.  But  before  the  end  of  March  this 
year,  more  emigrants  to  the  amount  of  fix  hundred,  were 
either  fent  over,  by  charity,  or  went  at  dieu-  own  expence. 

On  the  30th  of  06lober  the  Indians  embarked  for 
their  own  country,  having  had  an  allowance  while  in 
London  of .  20 1.  a  week,  of  which  they  fpent  little,  as 
they  commonly  eat  and  drank  at  the  tables  of  perfons 
of  the  higheft  diftinftion.  They  moreover  received 
prefents  to  a  very  confiderable  amount.  They  em- 
barked at  Gravefend  in  a  (hip  which  carried  over  a 
number  of  Saltzburghers,-  being  German  prote(tants, 
who,  with  others  of  their  countrymen  that  followed, 
fettled  on  the  Savannah  a  town  they  called  Ebenezer, 
and  which  by  their  habits  of  induftry  and  fobriety  foon 
became  confiderable.  The  Georgians  made  a  furprifing 
^  progrefs 
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dcnomination-i-language  which  the  body  of  modem 
quakcrs  will  not  vindicate,  . 

It  only  remains  to  give  a  concifc  account  of  the  fettlc- 
mcnt  of  Georgia. 
J732*  In  173a  a  numberof  gentlemen,  confidering  the  vaft 
benefit  that  might  arife  from  the  trad  of  land  lying  be- 
tween the  Savannah  and  the  river  Alatamaha,  pe« 
titioned  the  king  for  a  charter,  which  was  accordingly 
granted  on  the  ninth  of  June.  They  meant,  that  the 
country  (hould  be  made  a  bulwark  for  the  fouthern  co- 
lonies againft  the ,  Spaniards  -,  and  fhould  give  employ- 
ment to  numbers  of  people,  who  were  burdenfome  at 
home  to  their  friends  and  parifhes.  The  charter  con- 
(lituted  them  a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  truftees  for 
eftabliihing  a  colony,  by  the  name  of  Georgia,  including 
the  country  from  the  moft  northern  ftream  of  the  Sa- 
vannah, to  the  moft  fouthern  ftream  of  the  Alatamah^ 
The  corpor*ation  was  to  fubfift  for  21  years;  and  after 
the  expiration  of  diat  term,  the  governor  and  all  officers 
were  to  be  appointed  by  the  crown. 

Toward  the  end  of  Auguft  Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote 
recommended,  in  the  ftxongeft  term$,  to  the  dire£lors 
of  the  bank,  the  interefts  of  the  cotony.  His  ipecch 
had  the  defired  efFedt,  and  the  members  of  the  court, 
after  his  example,  contributed  largely  toward  the  under- 
taking, as  did  great  numbers  of  the  nobility,  gentry, 
clergy,  and  others;  and  the  parliament  granted  1 0,000 /• 
By  die  beginning  of  November,  about  a  hundred  and 
fixteen  colonifts  prefentcd  thcmfelves,  mqft  of  them  la- 
boring people;  and  were  fumilhed  with  working  too|s 
of  all  kinds,  ftores,  and  fmall  arms.  Mr.  OgUthrfe^ 
one  of  the  trufteesj  gencroufly  attended  the  firft  fet  of 

emigrant) 
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igrants  to  Carolina,  where  they  arrived  in  good  hesdth 

the   15th  of  January  following.     The  Carolinians  i73> 

de  them  a  prefent  of  100  breeding  cattlej  befides 

[s,  and  twenty  barrels  of  rice  j  and  fumiflied  them 

ii  a  party  of  horfe  and  with  fcout  boats,  by  the  help  of 

ch  they  reached  the  Savannah,  where  Mr.  Oglethorpe, 

miles  up  the  river,  pitched  upon  a  fpot  for  a  town  j 

on  February  the  9th  the  building  of  the  firft  houfc 

imenced.   The  colonifts  were  moft  generoufly  aiTifted 

the  Carolinians  and  their  governor.  Colonel  Bull, 

only  with  their  purfes,  but  their  labor,  in  raifing 

new  town,  named  Savannah  from  the  river. 

Ar.  Oglethorpe  was  waited  upon  by  a  numerous  depu- 

on   from   the   Lower    Creek   nation,  with    whom 

concluded   a   treaty;    and  foon  after  fat  out  (or 

urks-town  on  his  return  to  England,  where  he  ar-* 

sd  in  1734,  bringing  with  him  feveral  Indian  chiefs  i734* 

1  a  war  captain.     But  before  the  end  of  March  this 

r,  more  emigrants  to  the  amount  of  fix  hundred,  were 

ier  fent  over,  by  charity,  or  went  at  dieir  own  expence. 

Dn  the  30th  of  Oftober  the  Indians  embarked  for 

It  own  country,  having  had  an  allowance  while  in 

ndon  of .  20 1.  a  week,  of  which  they  fpcnt  litde,  as 

Y  commonly  eat  and  drank  at  the  tables  of  perfons 

the  hig^eft  diftinftion.     They  moreover  received 

fcnts  to  a  very  confiderable  amount.     They  em- 

ked  at  Gravefend  in  a  (hip  which  carried  over  a 

pber  of  Saltzburghers,  being  German  prote(bnts, 

p,  with  others  of  their  countrymen  that  foltowed, 

fled  on  the  Savannah  a  town  they  called  Ebenezer, 

\  which  by  their  habits  of  induftry  and  fobriety  foon 

»me  confiderable.     The  Georgians  made  a  furpri(ing 

r  ^  progrefs 
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progrcfe  in  clearing  their  lands  and  building  their 
iKnifes ;  and,  as  an  encouragement,  the  Britilh  parlia- 
ment granted  rfiem  a  fupply  of  2(6,000/.  ^hich,  with 
very  great  private  donations,  was  expended  upon 
ftrehgAening  the  Ibuth  part  of  Georgia.^  This  being  a 
neceflary  fervice  for  the  colony,  the  truftees  pitched 
upon  the  highlanders  of  Scotland,  160  of  whom  went 

1735.  over  in  1735,  fetded  thcmfelves  upion  Altamaha  river, 
and  gave  the  name  of  Darien  to  a  fort  they  built  there^ 
to  which  they  afterward  added  a  fmall  town  called  New 
Invemefi. 

1736.  In  February  Mr.  Oglethorpe,  with  about  300  paf. 
fengers  on  board  two  fhips,  anchored  in  the  road  of 
Savannah.  He  foon  began  building  another  town  named 
Fredciri^a. 

1 737-  A  nrtifunderftanding  fiibfifting  between  the  courts  of 
^  London  and  Madrid,  and  advice  being  fent  from  Soudi 
Carolina  to  Britain,  that  the  Spaniards  at  St.  Auguftinc 
and  thft  Havannah  were  making  preparations  for  attack- 
ing Georgia,  the  government,  at  the  recjueft  of  the 
truftees>  lent  thither  a  regiment  of  6<:)6  men,  any  of 
whom  at  the  end  of  fevcn  years  might  have  a  regular 
difchargc,  and  be  cntided  to  a  grant  of  twenty  acres  of 
land.  The  parliament  this  year  granted  the  colony 
another  fupply  of  20^000  /.  which  enabled  the  truftees 
to  fend  over  a  frefh  ertibarkation  of  ptrfecuted  pro- 
teftahts. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  between  Engfcmd 
anfd  Spain,  Mr.  OgKdiOfpe,  being  inveftcd  with  a  gerie- 
raKs  command,  proceeded  with  a  body  of  troops  to  at- 
tack St.  Auguffine  in  1740^  but  tht  expcdhlion  pr6vtd 
unforttHiatfe: 
^     .       5  In 
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[n  174a  Georgia  was  invaded  by  about  5000  Spaniards  1742. 
I  Indians  from  St.  Auguftinc,  in  about  fifty  veflels 
earious  kinds,  who  were  repulfed  by  the  general  at 

head  of  the  Engliih  forces,  and  a  fmail  body  of 
ians.     Had  the  Spanifh  defcent  proved  fuccelsful, 

Carolinians  muftr  have  been  in  imminent  danger: 

the  general's  good  conduft  fecured  them,  and  he 
rived  congratulatory  letters  of  thanks  from  feveral  of 

American  governors,  for  his  great  and  important"^ 


rices*. 


>n  the  review  of  what  you  have  read,  you  will  note, 
t  the  coloniits  were  very  early  in  declaring,  that  they 
l^t  not  to  be  taxed, -but  by  their  own  general  courcs, 
I  that  they  confidcrcd  fubjeftion  to  the  afts  of  a  paF- 
nent  in  which  they  had  no  rcprefcntativcs  froin  them- 
«s,  as  a.  hardlhip-— that  like  true  born  En^iflMVi^)^ 
tn  grievoufly  opprefied  by  governors  or  othersi  they 
fttd,  depo&dy  and  banifhed;  and  would  not  be 
ieted  tiU  grievances  complained  of  were  redreiled--^ 
I  that  not  a  colony,  Geoi^a  excepted,  was  fetded  at 
i-  expence  of  govermnent.  Toward  the  fettlement  of 
^  laft^  padiament  gxsuited  56000/.  at  three  difierenc 
^iods« 

*•  Modem  Umverfal  Hiffoiy,  Vol.  XL-  p.  45Jt— 4^1*  i.7^> 
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LETT    E    R        IL 

Ro^buiji  July  9,  177I. 

THE  prefent  kttef  begins  with  fome  fpecial  colonial 
tranfaftions  fubfequent  to  the  glorious  revolution. 
Upon  mform^tion  of  thcacceflion  of  William  and 
Mary,  the  fort  at  New  York  was  feized  by  the  rabble, 
while  the  lieutenant  governor  Nicholfon  and  the  council 
w^ted  with  anxiety  for  orders  to  proclaim  their  new 
foverei^.  On  this  occafion,  Jacob  Leifler  placed  him- 
feU"  at  the  head  of  the  infurgents ;  and  notwithftanding 
the  proteft  of  the  council,  poffeffed  himfelf  by  force  of 
a  letter  tranfmitted  by  king  William  to  the  lieuj^enant 
governor,  or  to  fuch  as  for  the  time  execute  the  law, 
and  inftandy  afllimed  the  name  and  exerted  the  autho- 
rity of  governor.  He  convened  two  feffions  of  aflcmbly 
in  1690,  which  paffed  various  laws.  But  colonel 
Sloughter,  who  had  been  appointed  governor  in  Auguft, 
1691. 1689,  arriving  in  March,  1691,  Leifler  was  made  pri- 
fonef,  and,  with  others,  condemned  for  treafon  and 
murder :  he  and  his  principal  advifer  were  executed.  A 
legal  general  aflembly  was  now  convened.  The  pre- 
caution taken  in  the  declaration  and  bill  of  rights,  by 
the  convention  and  parliament,  to  ftate  the  claims  of 
Englishmen,  might  naturally  induce  the  Yorkers  to  pro- 
pofe  fbmewhat  fimilar  for  themfelves,  had  there  been  no 
prior  propenfity  to  that  bufmefs.    But  the  prevailing 

opinion 
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iinion  of  the  colonifts  naturally  diftated  to  them  the 
zing  of  the  prefent  favorable  opportunity.  The  New 
3rk  general  affembly  paffed  "  an  aft,  declaring  what 
:  the  rights  and  privileges  of  their  majefties  fubjeds 
thin  the  province."  The  law  enads,  "  That  the  fu- 
sme  legiflative  power  and  authority  under  their  ma- 
des,  fhall  for  ever  be,  and  refide  in  a  governor  and 
iincil  appointed  by  their  majefties,  their  heirs  and  fuc- 
Ibrs  i  and  the  people  by  their  reprefentatives  met  and 
jvened  in  general  affembly."  It  further  enafts,  "  That 
aid,  taxy  tallage,  &c.  whatjoever,  JkaU  be  laid,  ajfejfed, 
iid,  or  required,  of  or  on  any  their  majefties  JuhjeHs  . 
^hin  the  province,  &c.  or  their  eftates,  upon  any  manner  of 
mr  or  pretence  whatjoever,  but  by  the  aSl  and  confent  of 
^governor  and  council,  and  reprefentatives  of  the peopU^ 
teneral  ajfembly  met  and  convened^'  This  memorable 
j^was  a  virtual  declaration,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
lony  had  a  right  to  be  reprefented  in  affembly,  and 
pyed  it  not  as  a  privilege,  through  the  grace  of  the  . 
jwn  *.  Six  years  after,  in  1697,  a  negative  was  put 
pn  the  a£l,  probably  by  the  regency,  while  the  king 
fi  abfent,  which  was  from  April  the  26  th,  to  the  mid- 
\  of  November,  when  he  returned  after  the  peace  of 
^ick  was  fetded. 

The  Majfachufetts  petitioned  for  a  renewal  of  their 
Tner  charter,  but  it  could  not  be  obtained  \  and  many 
iibns  were  afligned  for  not  granting  it  j  among  the 
\y  its  giving  them  no  power  to  lay  taxes  and  raife  mo* 
!jr,  elpecially  on  inhabitants  not  being  of  the  cpnipa*  , 
\y  and  on  ftrangers  coming  to  or  trading  with  thenu 
pe  of  the  'Chief  ads  of  delinquency  alleged  in  the 

*  William  Smith's  Hiftory  of  New  Ywk,  p.  7j« 

iVoL.  !•  H  writ 
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writ  (^ fcire  facias y  iffued  againft  their  former  charter, 
was,  their  having  levied  money  of  the  inhabitants. 

1 69 1.  King  ff^illiam  and  queen  Mary  granted  a  new  charter, 
in  which  Plymouth^  die  Mainy  Acadia  or  N(yva  Scotia^ 
and  the  tra6b  lying  between  Nova  Scotia  and  the  Main^ 
were  annexed  to  and  made  a  part  of  the  Majfachujetts. 
it  was  complained  of,  as  being  not  much  more  than  a 
fhaddW  of  the  old  ;  feeing  that  the  appointment  of  Ae 
govtrhor,  lieutenant  governor,  fecretary,  and  all  the 
officers  of  the  admiralty,  was  vefted  in  the  crown;  that 
die  power  of  the  militii  was  wholly  in  the  hands  of  his 
rhijcfty's  gbvcfnor  as  captain  general ;  that  all  judges, 
jufticcs,  tod  fheritfs,  were  to  be  nominated  by  the  go- 
vernor with  the  advice  of  the  council ;  that  the  gover- 
ned h^  a  negative  upon  the  choice  of  counfellors ;  that 
all  law5  cnafted  by  the  general  aflembly,  were  to  be  fent 
home  for  the  royal  approbation  or  difallowance ;  and 
that  no  laws,  ordinances,  eledions,  or  a6ts  of  govern- 
ment wharfbever,  were  to  be  of  any  validity,  without 
the  Gonfent  of  the  governor  fignificd  in  writing.  The 
new  charter,  however,  conferred  on  the  inhabitants  a 
number  of  very  important  privileges,  and  was  to  be  pre- 
ferred to  the  old  in  many  refpefts.  They  were  informed 
by  the  beft  civilians,  that  their  religious  liberties  were 
fbr  ever  fecored ;  and  that  they  could  be  touched  by  no 
tax  Or  law,  but  of  their  own  making  j  which  had  a  good 
efFe(9;  in  quieting  them  under  the  variations  to  ^cfa^ 
they  objtaedv 

1 692.  The  .ftrft  aft  of  the  Maffachajetts  legiflature,  after  the 
arrival  pf  the  charter,  was  a  kind  of  Magna  Chorta,  al^ 
ferting  and  fettmg  forth  their  general  privileges,  and 
this  claufe  was  among  tiie  xdk^  <*  No  aid^  tax^  tallage^ 
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ifejmmt^  cufiGm^  loan^  benevoUnciy  or  impifitmi  'wbatfo^ 
liTy  Jhail  be  laid,  affefftd^  impofsdi  or  kviid  on  my  of  bU 
ajejiy's/ubji£lsy  or  their  eftateSy  on  any  pretence  whatever, 

0  by  the  a^  and  cmjent  of  the  governor,  councHi  and  rer 
tfentatives  cf  the  people  affembled  in  general  eoUrt**  The 
»iieral  court  paflcd  others  favorahk  to  VihtxVf,  which 
tre  perufed  by  the  nninifters  of  England  at  a  diftant 
riod  i  and  with  die  preceding,  difallowed  of  by  the 
gency  in  1695.  In  December  the  reafons  of  this  dif- 
at  were  tranfmitted  to  the  governor  and  council-  The 
flowing  extraft  from  the  letter  fent  by  the  committed 
'  plantations  is  fubjoined,  becaule  of  its  being  fo  ex- 
prdinary  and  decifive :  "  Whereas,  by  the  a6t  for  fe- 
ring  the  liberty  of  the  fubjeft,  and  preventing  illegal 
iprifonments,  the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  is  required 

be  granted,  in  like  manner  as  is  appointed  by  the 
tute  of  31  Charles  II.  in  England,  which  privilege 

1  not  as  yet  been  panted  in  any  of  his  m^efty's  pkoh 
dons  I  it  was  not  thought  in  his  majefiy's  abfehce, 
tt  the  faid  adt  fhould  be  continued  in  force^  and  there- 
e  the  lame  hath  been  repealed." 

The  above  extraft  makes  this  a  proper  place  ipr  men- 
ning,  that  the  ancient  colonifts  b^iijg  deftitutc  of  pcr- 
lal  Security,  for  want  of  an  Habeas  Corpus  aft,  wci« 
ibmc  provinces  gricvoufly  oppreflcd.  Edwaxd  R«a- 
Iph,  lurvcyor  general  during  the  reign  of  WiUiaxn  IjlJ. 
urefented  their  condition  to  the  boaid  <)(  tr^jie  MBttd^ 
00 ;  and  among  other  beAefici^l  regulations,  he  «- 
iunended  "  That  it  being  tbs  pntQic^:  flf  |p9iQp»on 
impriion  the  fobjeas  without  baij^  the  Hj»te  €*- 
f  a<a  ihould  be  extended  as  jfuUjr  tQ  ^  a)lQ^k3$L4Ni  it 
n  England."    It  was  accprdin^J^ fpc^  after  cortfated 

TA  1  on 
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toa  Virjgihia  by  queen  Anne.  The  council,  in  their  ad- 
drcfs  faid  upon  the  occafion,  "  We  the  council  of  Vir-» 
ginia  acknowledge  your  majefty's  late  favor,  in  allow- 
ing us  the  benefit  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  aft,  and  in  ap- 
pointing courts  6f  oyer  and  tenniner,  for  the  more  Ipcedy 
execution  of  jtrftice,  and  relief  from  long  imprifon- 
ments."  The  lower  houfe  in  theirs,  faid,  "  We  the  bur- 
geffes  now  aflcnnbledi  do  befeech  your  majefly  to  ac- 
cept our  fincere  thanks,  for  your  many  favors  beftowcd 
on  your  fubgefts  of  this  colony.  We  fhall  not  pretend 
to  enumerate  the  particulars,  nor  can  we  omit  irienti- 
oning  thefe  lately  communicated  to  us  by  your  majcf- 
ty's  royal  inftrudticms  to  your  governor,  wherein  you 
have  afferted  to  your  fubjefts  their  legal  rights  and  pro- 
perties, by  allowing  them  the  Habeas  Corpus  aft  ♦." 

The  cxtenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  aft  to  the  plan- 
tations by  Queen  Anne,  appears  to  have  been  only  by 
inftrudlions  to  the  governors,  and  not  by  any  aft  (^parlia- 
ment. By  what  prerogative  could  flie  extend  diat  aft 
to  the  colomfts,  were  they  not  before  endded  to  its  be- 
nefit ?  If  endded,  it  was  unjuft  in  any  power  to  deny 
thenl  the  advantage  of  the  aft;  and  die  royal  fevor 
to  the  Virginians  confifted  folely  in  the  qtjccn's  'mfferting 
to  her  phjetts  their  legal  rights  and  properties^  (as  the  bur- 
gcffes  expreffcd  themfelves)  by  giving  fuitabk  dneftions 
on  the  bufineis.  The  high  fenfe  of  colonial  liberty  ex- 
hibited by  the  Tork  and  Maffacbufetts  general  courts, 
*was  oppofed  by  the  Englijh  government. 
1696.*  Ah  aft^^eas  pafled  by  die  parliament^  declaring  that 
'^^AHiiws,  tiye'-laws,  ufages  and  cuftoms,  irfiidi  (hall 
^"iq^  prafticr  m  any  (^tiie  plantations,  repugnant  tb 

»  » 
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ly  law  made  or  to  be  made  in  diis  kingdorp  relative- 
the  faid  plantadons,  fhall  be  void  and  of  none  effeft." 
There  might  be- no  defign  on  the  part  of  the  minif- 
f  of  taxing  any  of  the  colonies;  but  about  1696,  a  J696. 
mphlet  was  publifhed,   recommending  the  laying  a 
rliamentary  tax  on  one  of  them.     It  was  anfweredby 
o  others  much  read ;  which  totally  denied  the  power  of 
ring  the  colonies,  becaufe  they  had  no  reprefcntation 
parliament  to  give  confent.     No  anfwer,  public  or^ 
ivate,  was  given  to  thefe  pamphlets ;  no  cenfure  paffed 
K)n  them ;  men  were  not  ftarded  at  the  doftrine,  as 
iier  new,  or  illegal,  or  derogatory  to  the  rights  of 
rliament  *, 

Though  the  parliament  might  not  then  claim  the  ' 
jht  of  taxing,  they  claimed  the  right  of  puniihing  difi- 
edience  to  their  laws,  with  the  lofs  of  charter  privileges^ 
the  I  ith  of  William  III.  an  a6t  was  paffed  for  the  trial  iS<jq. 
pirates  in  Americay  in  which  there  is  the  followmg 
ijufe,  "  Be  it  further  declared,  that  if  arty  of  the  gp^ 
mors,  or  any  perfon  or  perfons  in  authority  there,  fhall 
^ufe  to  yield  obedience  to  this  ail,  fuch  refiifal  is  hereby 
clared.  to  be  a  forfeiture  of  all  and  every  the  charters 
aqte4  for  the  government  or  propriety  of  fuch  planu* 


Severity  is  ftamped  upon  the  very  face  of  the  afti  iq 
iaking  the  difobedierice  of  a  goyerngr,  t^e  forfeTcorc  of 
charter^  meant  to  fecure  the  liberties  pf  thoufahds, 
iio  might  not  have  any  the  leaft  power  of  preventing 
ch  difobedience.  The  proprieties  and  charter  colp- 
cs  were  fb  difinclined  to  admit  of  appeals  to  his  ma- 
[ty  in  council,  and  were  thought  fo  to  thirfl  after  In- 

♦  JiOyd  Camden's  fpecch  in  Ap^8 .n^^t..  .    »     jl.*\ 
H  3  d^pen- 


^701,  ^'(^eit  )g(^  tij|l6^  di$  parfiament^  amd  a  Mi  thereijfien ' 
\xro\i0it  jEftto  th*  hiH^  of  lords  for  rc-ynltaig  the  rig^t 
(bf  goirt^f«<[flt'm  thofe  cpbnfes  to  die  crcmti;  bat  bet- 
tftr  eoim^  l^rcff'ttfeei,  an4  matters  were  left  unakered^ 
S.6me  »rc  fdf  barfh^g  ^  a  priccdcAt  for  dxe  {wKaiment*? 
raiftjfig  ^reviniit  from  t^  colonies,  what  was  paflfed  in 

1710.  t^iOf  M^f  ••*  Aft  4ft  for  eftablxfiiing  a  gencfsd  poft- 
ptRcc  for  ilill  li^  majeQiy's  dominions,  and  for  £btding  9 
weekly  fuih  oiit  of  the  revenues  thereof,  for  the  fcrvice 
pf  the  wl^r  and  other  her  niajefty's  occafions/*  :  B^  dii§ 
a<^  the  pottage  of  England,  Scotland,  Ireland,  tad 
Amerjjpa  werje  eonfoUdated,  to  the  end,  that  a  general 
poft-oliie?  mi^t  bib  eftabtifhed  through  Grej)t  Britain 
3iid  Ir^l^d,  her  colonies  and  plantations  in  North  Ame-. 
rici  and  the  Weft  Indies,  isuld  all  her  other  domihiionSy 
in  Ibch  ftjanper  as  might  be  moft  beneficial  to  the  pto- 
jjfc;  and'tth«c  the  fevenw  arifihg  fjDfti  the  60  office 
ifu^t  te  better  impfovied.  The  cohfolidarion  rtide  a 
liew  a£^  nccefllfy ;  ^d  aJSTorded  d^  opp^^mief  ti  uAt 
Viwicirig  fee  rates  of  tttters.  Thp  weekly  ftim  adptanimed 
to  7661.  tadlwft  to  be  paid  oQt  of  the  revtntje  fejr  3? 
yws :  iAc  pa^ifhent  #a^  rhade  peippetual  in  the  (Mr8 
year  of  her  iucceffi)r,  haying  been,  foon  after  ^jtuibtd^ 
9^fit6pti^d  y  another  £^  0#s|rd  pij^ 
fthjft  af  fee  fer  (Af,  ^e  frjuiicipal  of  2^662,100],  iiftock 
^jSmfimthithmoil^  of  th£  piiBlic.  By  ^e  ^,  fee 
p^-rii&i'  dIrfHng  fee  mdl,  wm.ey<wriptxdll6^  pny^ 
tog^  J9ii^  »r  paifo^  feefoties  in  "Ndrai  America, 
«d4^  fe^T^  tq  a  pena^'of  fife 

poun^,-9f  fii^<^^ 
Jkhit  tfyr  daMWUlf 

Wh»N 
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Whatever  power  over  the  colonies,  the  parligmeat 
light  exercife  in  the  aft,  the  diffinnilarity  between  this 
}d  the  (ngfix  aft,  pafled  in  1764,  will  not  admit  pf  tb<{ 
•rnner's  being  quoted,  with  propriety,  as  a  precedent  .fpr 
le  latter.  The  colonifts  were  in  no  wife  uneafy  at  it, 
id  confidered  not  the  American  poftage  in  the  light  (^ 
1  internal  tax,  defigned  for  the  raifing  q(  a  reveaytf 
om  them ;  for  it  was  but  a  few  comparatively  wi\9 
ere  afiefted  by  it ;  and  diefe  were  accgmmod^ted  in 
e  conveyance  of  their  letters,  received  a  firfl  c^juiva- 
(it  for  the  poftage  of  them,  and  were  not  bP^nd  Vf 
nd  them  by  the  public  poil,  whea  they  preferrf  (i  A 
ivate  conveyance. 

In  refpeft  to  the  readinefs  q(  the  colooie^  tg  .c^- 
)erate  with  each  oth^r  and  the  mpl^er  ^puntryi  v%f 
^  general  good,  they  manifefted  (he  Cuxie  as  iWOjlJ^ 
quired. 

The  Maffachnfetts  general  court  wrpte  xq  the  femal  jgio- 
Sfvemors  of  the  neighbourijoi^  colonies,  dcfunig  tdkcfci 
fe  appoint  commifliooers  <<  to  meet,  9dviie,  mism^ 
ude  upon  fuitable  methods  in  aflifting  eafb  other,. i^ 
le  fafety  of  the  whole  land."  The  governor  of  A^ 
urk  was  f  ec^uefted  to  fignify  due  iame  xq  Mar^M^  #nd  • 
jBts  acyaceot* 

,  The  commifliKtfiacs  poet  on  the  lij:  pf  May*  at  tfetio^  May 
"^*,  ^  were  ftiled  a  Cotup^e/s,  as  may  be  cpncludcd^Q^„. 
poi  ^e  £gApwin^  Pf r^aph  in  Mr.  Smgbt(m*%  JeSBe^£^<« 
LoflErfjer  Wp  1^93>  V^  l<ord  Notti^kim  * :  'M  Qwva 
ave  further  p  ap^uawi  ypur.lpi:dfi«p,  that  thtjgs^^ajs» 
t  ilew  Tari  havip^  written  \»tQ  his  c^elicjucy  the  150- 
(tiaori^e,  f^Uyieg his  appwuunent  ef  a meettq^ {^ 

J  *  Hutchinfon's  Hiftorj*,  V^l.  IL  p,  74, 
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New  Torky  upon  the  firft  Wednefday  of  this  month,  of 
commiflioncrs  from  the  fcvcral  governments  of  New 
England,  Virginia,  &c.  to  concert  and  agree  upon  a  cer- 
tain quota  of  men  and  money,  for  the  defence  KXAtbmtf^ 
$cc.  in  obfervahce  of  their  majefties  commands }  it  hap-^ 
pcncd  to  be  at  fiich  a  time,  and  under  fuch  a  conjuric-- 
Cure  of  aflyns  here,  that  no  meet  perfons  could  be  pro^  ■ 
cured  to  attend  /&«/  Congre/s.'*  It  does  not  appear,  that 
there  was  any  congrefs  between  the  two  periods.  It 
may  alfo  be  oMferved,  tHat  the  firft  was  procured  ai  die 
jnotion  of  the  Majfachufetts  general  court,  formed^  from 
fhe  neceffity  of  the  day,  upon  the  vacated  charter,  be- 
fore a  new  one  was  granted;  and  that  the  motion  ori-^ 
ginated  in  the  court,  fron^  zeal  for  the  common  fafcty 
if  the  colohies,  without  ariy'interpofltion  of  their  ma- 
jefties  command:  We  meet  with  iio  congrels  prior  tQ 
what  was  thus  procured.  .         ^ 

17^  *  At  the  delire  of  colonel  Vetch,  there  was  a  congrefi 
ii,    6?  fevcral  gcJvcfhorsi  ^di  fome  of  their  eouhdl  and 
aiihltit^;  to  cdhfidt  upon  the  intended  e3q>e<£tibn  iigiiinft 
'€dna2d,'  zaA  to  relblye  oq  niethods  for  fecuriiig  the 
frpnti^srs,-     ''*     '   -^    -.  ^ 

q'^'*  '   The  lAaJJachuJetts  houfe  of  affembly,  at  the  motion 
3u    of  lieutenant  general  Ntcholfon,  advifed,  to  a  congreft 
of  her  majeft^-s  governors,  attended  with  ftich'  perlbfts 
.'as  the  goveramients  might  appoint/  The  council  1^ 
•.  pomted  xstOy  and  the  houfe  three,  oiit  of  ^th«r  rc^^JcfflByc 
bodies,  tQ  attend  the  govcmbr  tp^6bhgrefiy'1Hdcdlilf« 
pears  to  have  met  afterward  at  Mw  I/mdmr    '  '*  ' 

But  thou^  the  condiift  of  die 'ik&^lq^^  inrtiidr 
fxertioni  for  the  general  gboSi  was  l)%hly  €i|mtta6»^ 
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de,  their  behaviour  afterward,  in  their  own  colonial 
Fairs,  under  governor  Sbute^  was  greatly  cenfured. 
The  houfe  of  atfembly  attempted  to  take  from  colonel  1722. 
hute^  thofe  powers  in  matters  relative  to  the  war,  which* 
donged  to  him  by  the  conftitution,  and  to  veft  dicm 
[  a  committee  of  the  two  houfes.  They  by  degrees 
•quired,  from  the  governor  and  council,  the  keys  of 
ie  treafury ;  and  no  monies  could  be  iflued,  not  fb 
iuch  as  to  pay  an  exprefs,  without  the  vote  of  the  houfe 
ir  that  purpofe;  whereas,  by  the  charter,  all  niooies 
we  to  be  paid  out  of  the  treafury,  "  by  warrant  from 
>c  governor,  with  advice  and  confent  of  the  council/* 

The  miniftry  were  greatly  offended  at  the  govem<H-*$ 

feing  made  uneafyj    for  colonel  Sbute  was  known  at 

|mrt  and  the  offices  of  ftate,  under  the'charadker  of  • 

pry  worthy  gendeman,  of  a  Angular  good  temper,  fitted 

f  make  any  people  under  his  command  happy.     When, 

icrefore,  they  found  the  contrary  in  the  Maffacbu/etts^ 

iey  concluded,  that  the  people  wiftied  to  have  no  go* 

prnor  from  Great  Britain^  but  wanted  to  be  indepen^ 

ent  of  the  crown.     The  cry  of  the  city  of  London  nm 

xeedingly  againft  them;  and  a  fcheme,  that  had  been 

g  planned  for  taking  away  the  charter,  had  nearly 

n  executed;  but  was  fortunately  fiaiftrated  by  the  in- 

tigable  pains  of  Mr.  Dimmer,   their  then  agent. 

icir  own  council  at  home  were  obliged  to  a  confefl^on 

their  illegal  proceedings.    An  explanatory  chaxtCPijti^ 

prepared,  propofed,  and  accepted.  '  Had  it  not  been  ]"*• 

cepted,  the  defign  was  to  have  fubmitted  to  the  con- 

leration  of  the  Britifh  legiflature,  .*^  What  further  pro^ 

ion  may  be  neceflary  to  fuppgrt  and  jp^tferv^  h^;i3Mf 

jetty's 
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}t&y'f  fKi^rity  in  the  colony,  and  prevent  (imiiar  in- 
vafion^  of  hk  prerogative  for  the  future  *." 

It  h^  h6tn  uAial  to  give  inftrudions  to  the  feveral 
govttrfiQp$,  to  Feepmmen4  to  the  aflemblf,  the  eftjibUih- 
iftg  <>f  4  ialapy  fuitable  to  the  dignity  of  their  poft ;  but 
thi  hmdk  had  always  declined  con^idying,  prudently  ap* 
j^henfive,  th^t  disagreeable  con&quences  might  enfue, 
&om  ihe  independency  of  the  governor  on  the  people 
oyer  tt^honm  he  was  placed.  Thefc  inftru&ions  were  re- 
netved  when  governor  Burnet  was  appointed  to  the  chair, 
who  adhering  to  thenij  andfhowing  a  fixed  determina- 
tion not  to  psM  with  governmental  rights,  warm  diiputes 
fpUo^K^  between  him  and  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives ; 
whole  treatment  of  him  was  fo  unwarrantable,  that  the 
1719*  council  board,  within  a  week  after  the  affair,  expreffed 
their  concern  at  the  unbecomii^  and  undutiful  treatment 
given  to  his  excellency,  in  tho  meffage  of  the  houfe,  on 
the  fi^  of  December. 

In  divers  inftances,  they  (bowed  fuch  a  difpofition  to 
encroach  upon  die  prerogative,  to  wrangle  with  their 
governors,  and  to  difpute  with  the  crown,  that  the  mi- 
mftry,  alkd'odier  perfons  in  public  ofEces,  as  is  natural 
fer  thofe  who  look  for  fubmiffivc  compliance,  were 
much  irritated  i  and  improved  to  the  utmoil;  all  dd- 
vamages  to  excite  prejudices  againft  them. 

It  was  fogg^fted,  that  they  were  aiming  at  indepen^ 
4m66i  and  jcakHifies  were  raifed  in  the  minds  of  fomei 
tlMC  fM»'«  w^  danger  of  the  fx^M^s  fottiog  vp  6» 

^  Hat^iisifim's  Hifioiy^  VoL  IL  p«  27 1^  290^  294,  321.  and  gpiy, 
iittiefi  Sptt&k  fo  tUMSiflkhttfemgenc^cdtiit,maieMaffitthi^^ 
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lemfelves.  Ncvcrthclcfs,  it  was  certjun  that  fuch  s 
heme  appeared  to  the  whole  country,  wild  and  citnu 
igant ;  beeaufe  of  the  univcrfal  loyalty  of  the  ptofAe, 
jyond  what  was  to  be  found  in  any  other  part  of  dui' 
ritifti  dominions,  together  with  the  infancy  of  die  co^ 
nies,  ^d  their  being  diftin£t  from  one  another  in 
mts  of  government,  religious  rites,  emulation  f£ 
ade,  and,  con&quently,  their  affeftions ;  fo  that  it  wM  ^ 
9t  fuppofable,  th^t  they  could  unite  in  fd  dang^ous 
1  enferprife  *. 

However,  when  the  Maffdchufetu  petitioned  the  hoiife 
f  commons,  praying  that  they  might  be  heard  by 
Bunfel  Oil  the  fubjeft  of  grievances,  the  houfe  took  Aat 
ppoftunity  of  difeovering  how  jealous  it  was  of  the 
ingdom's  fupremacy,  and  uncontrollaWe  authority  over 
le  ccrfonys  for  the  commons  having  confidered  the 
totter,  refc^ved  ^^  That  the  petition  was  frivolous  and 
;roundlefs,  a  high  infult  upon  his  maj^cfly's  govemnient« 
hd  tending  to  Jhake  eff  the  defendency  of  the  faid  colony 
(pon  this  kingdom,  to  which,  in  law  and  rights  tbef 
wgif  to  he  JuhjOi:' 

The  colonies  might  objcft  to  fomc  aft-s  paflcd  re- 
^6Hng  them,  partieularly— The  ^  prohibiting  the 
totting  down  of  pitch  and  tar  trees,  not  being  widUn  % 
fence  or  eheloftiFe^^The  aft  proMbking  the  exporteition 
if  hats  made  in  the  eotemcs,  even  ffom  one  cofony  to 
Itaother  \  ahd  feftndniiig  aff  makei^  c^  hats*  6om  tatniig 
Ii6rithan  ^o  apprentices  at  a  time,  or  a«y  for  kfelhaR 
Ijven  years,  and  ehtndfy  frewi  empkjying  negroes  in  the 
^riincfs--^The  aft  for  the  mwe  eafy  pecovery  of  ^ebis 

♦  Maffachufetts  Records  for  1729  and  i73i*    Hutchinfon's  Hift 

r.  Vol,  %  p-  J5S,  360—363, 
in 
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in  his  majefly's  plantations  and  colonics  in  America, 
which  made  houfes,  lands,  negroes,  and-other  real  cftates 
affets  for  the  payment  of  debts.  It  waspaffed  in  1732, 
upon  the  petition  of  the  Englifh  merchants  trading  to 
die  colonies,  who  complained,  that  in  Virginia  and  Ja- 
maica, a  privilege  was  claimed  to  exempt  their  houfes, 
lands,  tenements,  and  negroes,  from  being  extended  for 
debt :  the  lords  of  trade  at  the  fame  time  reprefentcd, 
that  the  affemblies  of  thofe  colonies  could  never  be  in- 
duced to  diveft  themfelves  of  thefe  privileges  by  any 
aft  of  their  own.  But  whatever  objedtions  were  made 
to  the  above  a£ts,  no  general  meafure  was  adopted  to 
obtain  their  repeal.  They  continued  in  being ;  but  the 
hatters  aft  was  difregarded ;  and  methods  were  devifed 
for  felling  the  prohibited  trees,  when  the  neighbourhood 
•  wanted  a  fupply.  The  operation  of  the  aft  defigned 
for  the  benefit  of  creditors,  was  too  often,  as  in  other 
countries,  weakened  or  evaded  by  the  diihoneft  debtor. 
Men  of  iprinciple  gave  themfelves  little  concern  about 
its  exiftence, ,  as  they  had  nothing  to  fear  from  it,  and 
knew  that  the  fame  was  intended  to  prevent  perfons 
bemg  cheated  out  of  their  property. 

The  fugar  colonifts  combined  together,  and  obt^uned 
W  aft  againft  the  trade  carried  on  from  the  Britifh 
northern  provinces  to  the  Dutch  and  French  colonies^ 
for  foreign  rum,  fugar,  and  molafles*  The  aft  paflcd 
n  i733>  ^^^  l^d  ^  d^ty  of  nine -pence  a  gj^on  on  mm, 
fix^pence  a  gallon  on  molaffes,  and  five  pounds  on 
every  hiindred  weight  of  fugar,  that  came  not  from  the 
Britifh  Wefl-India  iflands,  and  were  brought  into  thq 
northern  colonies;  It  was  profefTedly  defigned  as  a  pro^ 
hibition  from  the  foreign  iflands;. but  did  QQt.anfwer« 

It 
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It  was  found  expedient^  and  for  the  general  benefit,  to 
admit  of  the  n^olafles,  &c.  being  moftly  run  into  the 
colonies,  without  infifting  upon  the  duties,  or  making 
frequent  feizures.  The  aft  unhappily  produced  an  ille- 
gal Qnrit  of  trading ;  but  was  continued  by  fubfequcflt 
ones  down  to  176 1 5  when  the  duty  on  the  molafles  was 
reduced  to  three-pence,  to  prevent  its  being  run  any 
longer.  The^aft  did  not  appropriate  the  monies  to  be 
raifed  by  the  duties,  fo  that  when,  in  length  of  time, 
there  was  a  fum  in  the  hands  of  the  receiver  worth  re- 
mitting, a  demur  enfued  as  to  the  application  of  it. 

The  monies  produced  by  this  and  other  afts,  wene 
not  confidered  as  real  Y^at^j-,  either  by  the  colonies  or 
the  mother  country.  But  fome  perfons  wiftied  to  have 
taxes  impofed  upon  them,  which  would  neceflarily  pro- 
duce many  good  pofts  and  places  in  America  for  courti- 
ers ;  and  during  the  war  with  Spaiuy  which  broke  out  in 
1739,  ^  fcheme  for  taxing  the  Britijh  colonies  was  men-  1739. 
tioned  to  Sir  Robert  Walple.  He  fmiled,  and  faid, 
"  I  will  leave  that  to  fome  of  my  fucceflbrs,  who  have 
more  courage  than  I  have,  and  are  lefs  friends  to  com- 
merce than  I  am.  It  has  been  a  maxim  with  me,  dur- 
ing my  adminiftration,  to  encourage  the  trade  of  the 
American  colonies  in  the  utmoft  latitude;  nay,  it  has 
been  neceflary  to  pafs  over  fome  irregularities  in  their 
trade  with  Europe :  for,  by  encouraging  them  to  an  ex- 
tenfivt  growing  foreign  commerce,  if  they  gain  500,000!. 
I  am  cofivinced,  that  in  two  years  afterward,  full 
250,0001.  of  their  gains  will  be  in  his  majefty^s  exche- 
c|uer,  by  the  labor  and  produce  of  this  kingdom,  as 
immenfe  quantities  of  every  kind  of  our  manufedhircs 
go  thither  J  and  as  they  increafe  in  their  foreign  Ame- 
rican 
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in  his  majefly's  plantations  and  colonies  in  America, 
which  made  houfes,  knds,  negroes,  and-other  real  eftates 
aflets  for  the  payment  of  debts.  It  waspaffed  in  1732, 
upon  the  petition  of  the  Englifh  merchants  trading  to 
the  colonies,  who  complained,  that  in  Virginia  and  Ja- 
maica, a  privilege  was  claimed  to  exempt  their  houfes, 
lands,  tenements,  and  negroes,  from  being  extended  for 
debt :  the  lords  of  trade  at  the  fame  time  reprefentcd, 
that  the  affemblies  of  thofe  colonies  could  never  be  in- 
duced to  diveft  themfelves  of  thefe  privileges  by  any 
aft  of  their  own.  But  whatever  objeftidns  were  made 
to  the  above  afts,  no  general  meafure  was  adopted  to 
obtain  their  repeal.  They  continued  in  being  j  but  the 
halters  aft  was  difregarded  j  and  methods  were  devifed 
jfor  felling  the  prohibited  trees,  when  the  neighbourhood 
•  wanted  a  fupply.  The  operation  of  the  aft  defigned 
for  the  benefit  of  creditors,  was  too  often,  as  in  offher 
countries,  weakened  or  evaded  by  the  diftioneft  debtor. 
Men  of  principle  gave  themfelves  litde  concern  about 
its  cxiftence, ,  as  they  had  nothing  to  fear  from  it,  and 
knew  that  the  fame  was  intended  to  prevent  perfons 
bemg  cheated  out  of  their  property. 

The  fugar  colonifts  combined  together,  and  obtained 
m  aft  againft  the  trade  carried  on  from  the  Britifli 
northern  provinces  to  the  Dutch  and  French  colonies^ 
for  foreign  rum,  fugar,  and  molaffes.  The  aft  pafled 
m  173  Ji  and  laid  a  duty  of  nine -pence  a  gallon  on  rum> 
fix^pence  a  gallon  on  molafTes,  and  five  pounds  on 
every  hundred  weight  of  fugar,  that  came  not  fix)m  the 
Britifh  Weft-India  iflands,  and  were  brought  into  thq 
northern  colonies;  It  was  profefledly  defigned  as  a  pro-> 
hibition  from  the  foreign  iflands i. but  did  qpt.anfwcr. 

It 
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It  was  found  expedient,  and  for  the  general  benefit,  to 
admit  of  the  n^olaffes,  &c.  being  moftly  run  into  the 
colonies,  without  infifting  upon  the  duties,  or  making 
frequent  feizures.  The  aft  unhappily  produced  an  ille- 
gal Ipirit  of  trading ;  but  was  continued  by  fubfequeitt 
ones  down  to  176 1 ;  when  the  duty  on  the  molafles  was 
reduced  to  three-pence,  to  prevent  its  being  run  any 
longer.  The  aft  did  not  appropriate  the  monies  to  be 
raifed  by  the  duties,  fo  that  when,  in  length  of  time, 
there  was  a  fum  in  the  hands  of  the  receiver  worth  re- 
mitting, a  demur  enfued  as  to  the  application  of  it. 

The  monies  produced  by  this  and  other  afts,  wem 
not  confidered  as  rczl  taxes,  either  by  the  colonies  or 
the  mother  country.  But  fome  perfons  wifhed  to  have 
taxes  impofed  upon  them,  which  would  neceflarily  pro- 
duce many  good  pofts  and  places  in  America  for  courti- 
ers ;  and  during  the  war  with  Spairiy  which  broke  out  in 
1739,  ^  fcheme  for  taxing  the  Britijh  colonies  was  men-  1739. 
tioned  to  Sir  Robert  JValpok.  He  fmiled,  and  faid, 
"  I  will  leave  that  to  fome  of  my  fucceflbrs,  who  have 
more  courage  than  I  have,  and  are  lefs  friends  to  com- 
merce than  I  am.  It  has  been  a  maxim  with  me,  dur- 
ing my  adminiftration,  to  encourage  the  trade  of  the 
American  colonies  in  the  utmoft  latitude;  nay,  it  has 
been  neceffary  to  pafs  over  fome  irregularities  in  their 
trade  with  Europe :  for,  by  encouraging  them  to  an  ex- 
tenfive  growing  foreign  commerce,  if  they  gain  500,000!. 
I  am  convinced,  that  in  two  years  afterward,  full 
250,0001.  of  their  gains  will  be  in  his  majefty*s  exche- 
(Juer,  by  the  labor  and  produce  of  diis  kingdom,  as 
immenfe  quantities  of  every  kind  of  our  manufadhires 
go  thither  J  and  as  they  increafe  in  their  foreign  Ame- 
rican 
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in  his  majefly's  plantations  and  colonies  in  America, 
which  made  houfes,  lands,  negroes,  and-other  real  cftates 
affets  for  the  payment  of  debts.  It  waspaffed  in  1732, 
upon  the  petition  of  the  Englifh  merchants  trading  to 
the  colonies,  who  complained,  that  in  Virginia  and  Ja- 
maica, a  privilege  was  claimed  to  exempt  their  hoiifes, 
lands,  tenements,  and  negroes,  from  being  extended  for 
debt :  the  lords  of  trade  at  the  fame  time  reprefcntcd, 
that  the  affemblies  of  thofe  colonies  could  never  be  in- 
duced to  diveft  themfelves  of  thefe  privileges  by  any 
aft  of  their  own.  But  whatever  objeftidns  were  made 
to  the  above  a£ts,  no  general  meafure  was  adopted  to 
obtain  their  repeal.  They  continued  in  being ;  but  the 
hatters  aft  was  difregarded ;  and  methods  were  devifed 
&r  felling  the  prohibited  trees,  when  the  neighbourhood 
'  wanted  a  fupply.  The  operation  of  the  aft  deligned 
for  the  benefit  of  creditors,  was  too  often,  as  in  odier 
'  countries,  weakened  or  evaded  by  the  diihoneft  debtor. 
Men  of  iprinciple  gave  themfelves  little  concern  about 
its  exiftence, ,  as  they  had  nothing  to  fear  from  it,  and 
knew  that  the  fame  was  intended  to  prevent  perfons 
being  cheated  out  of  their  property. 

The  fugar  colonifts  combined  together,  and  obtained 
4Vn  aft  againft  the  trade  carried  on  from  the  Britifh 
northern  provinces  to  the  Dutch  and  French  oolonies^ 
for  foreign  rum,  fugar,  and  molaffes.  The  aft  pafipd 
^^  173  Ji  and  laid  a  duty  of  nine -pence  a  gs^Uon  on  ruin> 
fix-pence  a  gallon  on  molafTes,  and  five  pounds  on 
every  hundred  weight  of  fugar,  that  came  not  from  the 
Britifh  Wefl-India  iflands,  and  were  brought  into  thq 
northern  colonies;  It  was  profefledly  defigned  as  a  pro-- 
hibition  from  the  foreign  iflands i. but  did ijQt.anfwcn 

•  It 
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It  was  found  expedient,  and  for  the  general  benefit^  to 
admit  of  the  n^olafles,  &c.  being  moftly  run  into  the 
colonies,  without  infifting  upon  the  duties,  or  making 
frequent  feizures.  The  aft  unhappily  produced  an  ille- 
gal ^rit  of  trading ;  but  was  continued  by  fubfequciR 
ones  down  to  176 1 5  when  the  duty  on  the  molaiies  was 
reduced  to  three-pence,  to  prevent  its  being  run  any 
longer.  The^aft  did  not  appropriate  the  monies  to  be 
raifed  by  the  duties,  fo  that  when,  in  length  of  time, 
there  was  a  fum  in  the  hands  of  the  receiver  worth  re^ 
mitting,  a  demur  enfued  as  to  the  application  of  it. 

The  monies  produced  by  this  and  other  afl:s,  wem 
not  confidered  as  real  taxes,  either  by  the  colonies  or 
the  mother  country.  But  fome  perfons  wiftied  to  have 
taxes  impofed  upon  them,  which  would  neceffarily  pro- 
duce many  good  pofts  and  places  in  America  for  courti- 
ers ;  and  during  the  war  with  Spain,  which  broke  out  in 
1739,  ^  fcheme  for  taxing  the  Britifh  colonies  was  men-  1739. 
rioned  to  Sir  Robert  Walpole.  He  fmiled,  and  faid, 
"  I  will  leave  that  to  fome  of  my  fucceflbrs,  who  have 
more  courage  than  I  have,  and  are  lefs  friends  to  com- 
merce than  I  am.  It  has  been  a  maxim  with  me,  dur- 
ing my  adminiftration,  to  encourage  the  trade  of  the 
American  colonies  in  the  utmoft  latitude;  nay,  it  has 
been  neceffary  to  pafs  over  fome  irregularities  in  their 
trade  with  Europe :  for,  by  encouraging  them  to  an  ex- 
tenfive  growing  foreign  commerce,  if  they  gain  500,000!. 
I  am  convinced,  that  in  two  years  afterward,  foil 
250,0001.  of  their  gains  will  be  in  his  majefty^s  exche- 
<Juer,  by  the  labor  and  produce  of  diis  kingdom,  as 
immenfe  quantities  of  every  kind  of  our  manufadhires 
go  thither  5  and  as  they  increafe  in  their  foreign  Ame- 
rican 
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in  his  majefty's  plantations  and  colonies  in  Aniericaj 
which,  made  hotifes,  lands,  negroes,  and-other  real  eftates 
affets  for  the  payment  of  debts.  It  waspajflfed  in  173a, 
upon  ^e  pcddon  of  the  Englifh  merchants  trading  to 
the  colonies,  who  complained,  that  in  Y irgima  and  Ja* 
maica»  a  privilege,  was  claimed  to  exempt  their  hou&% 
lands,  tenements,  and  negroes,  ^om  being  extended  lor 
debt:  the  lords  of  trade  at  the  fame  time  reprefenced, 
that  die  aflemblies  of  thofe  colonies  could  never  be  in- 
duced to  diveft  themfelvcs  of  thefe  privileges  by  any 
ad  of  their  own.  But  whatever  objeftidns  were  made 
to  the  above  a£b,  no  general  meafure  was  adopted  to 
obtain  their  repeal.  They  continued  in  being  ^  but  jdie 
hatters  a£t  was  difregarded ;  and  methods  were  deyifed 
fi>r  felling  the  prohibited  trees,  when  the  neighbourhood 
'  wanted  a  fupply.  The  operation  of  the  a£t  dcfigned 
fi>r  the  benefit  of  creditors,  was  too  often,  as  in  oiiher 
countries,  weakened  or  evaded  by  the  diihoneft  debtor., 
Men  of  principle  gave  themfelves  litde  concern  .about 
its  exigence,,  as  they  had  nothing  to  fear  from  it,  and 
knew  that  the  fame  was  mtended  to  prevent  perfons 
being  cheated  out  of  their  property. 

The  fugar  colonifts  combined  tojgether,  and  obtained 
an  afk  againft  the  trade  carried  on  from,  the  Britiih 
northern  provinces  to  the  Dutch  and  French  cplonie^ 
for  foreign  rum»  fugar,  and  mola0es«  The.  aft  .pflflbd 
ia  i733f  ^d  ^^  ^  d^7  of  nine -pence  ag^Uon  on  ruqi^ 
fix-pence  a  gallon  on  molaiTes,  and  five  poupds  oa 
every  hundred  weight  of  fugar,  that  came  not  fitun.  the 
Britifh  Weft-India  iflands,  and  were.hroug^  into  d>q 
northern  colonies;  It  was  profefledly  defigned  as  a  pro* 
hibition  firom  the  5>reign  iflands;, but  did  i)0^«qiiwer« 

It 
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t  was  found  expedient,  and  for  the  general  benefit,  to 
dmit  of  the  nwlaffcs,  &c.  being  moftly  run  into  the 
olonies,  without  infifting  upon  the  duties,  or  making 
requent  feizures.  The  aft  unhappily  produced  an  iUe- 
;al  fpirit  of  trading ;  but  was  continued  by  fubfequcflt 
ncs  down  to  1761 ;  when  the  duty  on  the  niolafles  was 
educed  to  three-pence,  to  prevent  its  being  run  any 
Dnger.  The  aft  did  not  appropriate  the  monies  to  be 
aifed  by  the  duties,  fo  that  when,  in  length  of  time, 
here  was  a  fum  in  the  hands  of  the  receiver  worth  re- 
nitling,  a  demur  enfued  as  to  the  application  of  it. 

The  monies  produced  by  this  and  other  a6b,  were 
lot  confidered  as  real  taxes,  either  by  the  colonies  or 
:he  mother  country.  But  fome  perfons  wilhed  to  have 
raxes  impofed  upon  them,  which  would  neceffarily  pro- 
iuce  many  good  pofts  and  places  in  America  for  courti- 
ers ;  and  during  the  war  with  Spain j  which  broke  out  in 
1739,  ^  ftheme  for  taxing  the  Britijh  colonies  was  men-  1739. 
doned  to  Sir  Robert  fValpole.  He  fmiled,  and  faid, 
"  I  will  leave  that  to  fome  of  my  fucceffors,  who  have 
more  courage  than  I  have,  and  are  lefs  friends  to  com- 
merce than  I  am.  It  has  been  a  maxim  with  me,  dur- 
ing my  adminiftration,  to  encourage  the  trade  of  the 
American  colonies  in  the  utmoft  latitude;  nay,  it  has 
been  ncceflary  to  pafs  over  fome  irregularities  in  dieir 
trade  with  Europe :  for,  by  encouraging  them  to  an  cx- 
tenfivt  growing  foreign  commerce,  if  they  gain  5oo,oooL 
I  am  cofivinced,  that  in  two  years  afterward,  full 
'250,0001.  of  their  gains  will  be  in  his  majefly*s  exche- 
cjueir,  by  the  labor  and  produce  of  this  kingdom,  as 
immenfe  quantities  of  every  kind  of  our  manufadhircs 
{go  thither  5  and  as  they  increafc  in  their  foreign  Amc- 
?  rican 


lican  trade»  more  of  otsr  produce  wiU  be  waiited.  Tkb 
is  taxing  them  move  agreeabty  to  their  ^^wft  conftitution 
tndours/' 

Had  ^e  Ickeme  for  tttkig  the  colonm  bttii  ai^ 
e|i  it.T^ouki  have  occai|omd  a  ftrment^  that  muft  faavjc 
fiOKMcd  ttiofe  txeirttdns  in  die  common  €au&^  wkich 
^ffore  ^«n  iiito  by  ilie  New  EngloHdirs^  e^cially  the 
Bof^meff^  ib  th^  inturibitmis  of  t}ie  Magkcbttfitts  fUtf  are 
ImliLieiidjf  caHcd. 

^  'War  betfig  4tc|ifl3«d  s^ainft  Spam^  a  requifition  of 
tro(^  ifas  Aiade  lo  the  MaffacbufettSi  and  a  larger  num- 
ber r^iJN  Md  embarked  on  his  majefly's  iervice  than 
^va^  re(|oiFed)  of  whom^  fcarce  one  in  fifty  rctamed. 

'744*  Upon  receiving  the  declaradon  of  war  with  Frmciy  the 
fpneral  court,  then  fitting,  made  immediate  provifion  iox 
^atfing  fo^ce$  for  4mutfriis  in  Nova  Scotia:  they  happily 
arrived  in  feafon,  and  were  the  probable  oiealisof  favii^ 
^  country.  Divers  tunet  afterward,  Nw^  Scciia,  wl^^ 
attacked  by  the  French,  was  retieved  by  the  Bay-in«i 
fe  that  duiing  that  unpro^erous  war,  pdlefiiQir  was 
always  feq>t  of  it  for  the  crown  of  Great  Britain* 

174^  iBiK  ^  naoft  important  fervice  to  be  mentioned^  is 
^  ^du£tion  of  Louiflmrgb.  Governor  Sbhief%  heart 
Vis  let  uj]ioa  efie£ting  it.  He  prevailed  upon  die  cwo 
jhoniis  X(^)aj  diamfelves  under  an  oath  of  feoecyi  aqd 
ihen  commuf^catfld  his  plaa  of  the  eiqiedition.  A  <Mt^ 
i^MMec  WW  appointed  to  €xx&Aef  it^  and  wierc  jbywyl 
^s  19  defiberiMing.  After  nunurtf  oaafideraobp,  ^a 
V^jffri^  4iftpprQ^d  of  the  prop^al.  The  jr^poit  9«s 
•CflBf!^  ai)4  4hi  niembers  of  the  couitiaid  aQ40  «0 
itg/9i^  9f  dbf9  Qipeditipn.  ^f  the  gdwivioril  «lfti- 
•M#  m^f^Yf  4&wcU  as  wkjh  hisapprQJ|^«|^jfit^ 

nom 
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irom  a  number  of  mcarcbants  was  prefeated  to  the  hou& 
»f  repre^tadyes^  prayi^  ^  re-confideratbn  of  their 
rote,  and  their  agreemeRt  to  the  governor's  propoiaL 
L  fecond  cottMnkcce  report^  in  favor  of  it.  The  re- 
port was  debated  in  the  houfe  the  whole  day.  It  is  re- 
markable, that  Mr.  Oliver*  fell  down,  and  broke  his 
!g,  while  going  to  the  houfe,  with  a  foil  defign  of  op»- 
ofing  the  expedition.     His  prefencc  would  have  mode 

majority,  and  overfet  it ;  but  this  accident  occafioned 
lis  abfence ;  and  upon  the  divifion  in  the  houfe  at  night, 
lie  numbers  were  equal.  The  fpeaker,  Thomas  Hutck^ 
iftmy  efq;  f  was  c^led  upon  to  give  the  cafting  voce ; 
diich  he  did  in  favor  of  it,  though  he  oppofed  it  whm 
a  the  committee.  He  was,  probably,  prevailed  vsgoik 
bus  tri  vote,  that  he  might  fecurc  the  favor  of  the  go^ 
wnor,  and  render  himfelf  the  more  popular. 

The  point  being  now  fetded,  tiiere  is  an  immedi^  !*»• 
inion  of  both  parties ;  and  all  are  equally  zealous  in 
arrying  the  defign  into  execution.  Meflcngers  are 
li^atchcd  as  far  as  Ptmjjfhaniay  to  entreat  the  junction 
£  the  feveral  governments  in  the  expedition.  AU  Of* 
jufe  themfelves,  except  CtmneHicuty  New  Hamffi>irey  and 
fc&^  Ifiand.  >  The  firft  agrees  to  raile  500  men>  dite 
dier  two  300  each.  Conneaicut  and  Rkodi  ykud  cmHh 
bit  aliby  tiiat  dieir  colony  (loops  fiiaU  be  tm^i^ff^  as 
ruifers. 

The  time  for  preparing  is  fiiort.  But  &e  wikitel' 
l»t)yes  fo  favorable,  that  dl  kiitdi  of  out-door  buiSiili^. 
s  carried  on  as  wdl,  and  with  as  great  diQ>atch,^  «  at 
by  oAer  feafbn.  The  appoiftfement  rf  a  geherd  effic^ 
s  of  the  utmoft  ci)«feq«enee.  He  muft  be  acceptaUfe 
^  The  pfeftnt.Iieat.  jgovcrnor  f 1 772.]  \  T%c  prcfcat  goTcmor  [i 77*-] 
t  3  to 
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to  the  body  of  the  people  s  the  inliftment  depends  upcif 
this  circumftance.  It  is  not  eaiy  to  find  a  peribn^  thw 
qualified,  willing  to  accept.  Colonel  Peppirrell*  has  the 
qS^v  from  the  governor  i  but  is  rather  preifed  into  die 
fcrvice,  than  engages  voluntarily.  His  example^  in  quit- 
ing  for  the  prefent  his  extenfive  mercantile  bufinefs^  has 
confiderable  influence ;  and  induces  inferior  officers,  and 
even  private  foldiers,  to  quit  their  finaUer  concerns,  for 
the  fervice  of  their  country.  Governor  Wentworth>  of 
New  Hampihire,  offers  afterward  to  take  the  command 
of  the  expedition.  Two  or  three  gendemen  of  pru- 
dence and  judgment,  are  confulted  upon  the  occafion, 
.by  governor  Shirley,  who  finds  them  clearly  of  opinion, 
that  any  alteration  of  the  prefent  command  would  be 
attended  with  the  greateft  ri(k,  of  entirely  difgufting  both 
the  MafTachufetts  ailembly  and  foldiers  f .  By  the  efibrti 
of  a  general  exerdon  in  all  orders  of  men,  the  arma- 
i\pr.  ment  is  ready,  fails,  and  arrives  at  Canfo  the  fourth  of 
^ .  April.  ,  The  Bay-men  confifl  oi  3,250  troops,  exclufive 
of  commifTion  officers.  The  New  Hampftrire  forces^ 
304,  including  officers,  arrived  four  days  before.  The 
CmneSkuti  being  516  inclufive,  arrive  on  the  twenty- , 
iifth.  The  .300  Rhode  glanders  do  not  arrive  till  die 
place  has  furrendered.  , 

Toward  the  end  of  the  mondi,  commodore  Warm 
arrives  from  the  Weft  Indies,  with  a  fixty  gun  fbip»  and 
two  of  forty;   and  j<nns  another  of  forty,  which  had 
leached  Canjo  the  day  before,  in  confequence  c^  his.orr 
nders,  received  while  under  ^  from  Pmjmotuk  14  ^^w 
Ham0^€  on  her.  way  to  Britain.^    The  men  oC.iQur 
iail  immediatdjr  to  cruife,  before  Lout/burg.    The  focfMa 
•  Grandfather  of  the  prefent  Sir  WiUiam  Feppenell  [1787.} 
+  Governor  Shirley's  Letter  of  February  16,  1744; 

IboQ 
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bon  follow,  and  land  at  Cbapeaurouge  bay  the  laft  day  of 
Ipril.  The  tranfports  are  difcovered  from  the  towri 
irly  in  the  morning,  which  gives  the  inhabitants  the 
Ht  knowledge  of  the  defign. 

^  The  fecond  day  after  landing,  400  men  march  round, 
fchind  the  hills,  to  the  north-eaft  harbour,  where  they 
fet  about  midnight,  and  fire  all  the  houfes  and  ftore- 
^fes,  until  they  come  within  a  mile  of  the  grand  bat- 
ty.    The  clouds  of  thick  fmoke^  proceeding  from  the 
ftch,  tar,  and  other  combuftibles,  prevent  the  garrifon's 
Ifcovering  the  enemy,  though  but  a  few  rods  diftant. 
liey  cxpeft  the  body  of  the  army  upon  them,  and  de- 
irt  the  fort,  having  thrown  their  powder  into  a  well ; 
kt  the  cannon  and  fhot  are  left,  and  prove  of  fervice 
•the  Americans.     A  party,  lefs  than  twenty,  come  up 
?the  battery  the  next  morning  early  5  and  feeing  no 
ps  of  men,  fufpeft  a  plot,  and  are  afraid  to  enter, 
t  length,  an  Indian^  for  a  pint  of  rum,  ventures  in 
aic  through  an  embrafure,  and  difcovers  the  ftate  of 
to  the  reft,  juft  as  a  number  of  French  are  relanding 
irecover  pofTeflion.     The  army  has  near  tr^'o  miles  to 
anlport  their  cannon,  mortars,  &c.  through  a  morafs. 
lis  muft  be  done  by  mere  dint  of  labor.     The  hardieft 
i  ftrongeft  bodies  are  employed,  and  the  fervice  per- 
med, agreeable  to  the  advice  of  major  Ezekiel  Gil- 
m  of  Exeter,    who   having  been  ufed  to  draw  the 
fts  over  the  fwamps,  propofed  making  fleds  to  put  the 
mon,  &c.  upon,  and  then  yoking  the  men  together 
draught.    The  men  know  nothing  of  regular  ap- 
)aches.     They  make  merry  with  the  terms,  zigzags 
1  epaulements\  and  taking  advantage  of  the  night,- 
on>  void,  of  art,  in  their  own  natural  way. . 
V^OL.  I.  I  While 
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While  the  forces  arcbufy  aftiore,  the  men  of  wsijr^  aiid 
other  veffels,  are  cruifing  off  the  harbour,  when  the 

May  weather  permits  5  and  on  the  eighteenth  of  Mayi  cap- 
ture a  French  fixty-four  gun  fhip,  having  560  men  oa 
board,  and  ftores  of  all  forts  for  the  garriibii.  This 
pria,  with  the  anival  of  other  Britifh  ihip$>  mokes  die 
commodore's  fleet  eleven  by  the  twelfth  of  Juae,.  c<m- 
iiftirtg  of  a  64,  four  of  60  guns,  one  of  50/  and  free  of 
40.  It  IS  given  out,  that  an  attack  will  be  n^adeby 
*"  fca  with  the  fhips,  on  die  eighteenth,  while  the  arniy 
do  the  like  by  land.  Whether  a  general  ftonn  is  rtsSj 
intended  or  not,  the  French  feem  to  exped  its  femi  the 
preparations  on  board  the  men  of  war,  and  do  not  inctine 
to  ftand  it.  On  the  fifteenth,  a  flag  of  t^ce  is  £mt  to 
the  general,  defiring  a  ceflfation  of  hoftifities,  that  Aey 
may  confider  of  articles -for  a  c^|)itulation.  Time  is  al- 
"  lowed  J  but  their  articles  ar6  rejefted  by  the  general  and 
-commodore,  and  others  offered,  which  are  aec^tcd 
by  the  French,  andhbftages  exchanged.     The:Cf9  is 

June  delivered  up  on  the  liventeenth.  But  as  it  is  a  tiftif  to 
expefl:  veflels  frotifi' all  parts  to  Lou^imrghyti^'JFfVnch 
flag  is  kept  flying  as  a  decoy.  Two  Eafl:  Indiib  iiid 
one  South  Sea  fhip,  of  die  value  of  600,000  LfterMog, 
are  taken  by  the  lquadron,'at  the  mouth  of  the  bailKilU', 
into  whidi  they  undoubtedly  meant  to  enter. 

The  weather  proved  remarkably -fine  durifig^M^fiege; 
the  day  after  the  f^ender,  the  rains  began  ea^  ^<lMlli« 
Rued  ten  days  inceflantly,  which  would  uwiD\ilpiedly 
have  proved  fatal  to  the  expedition,  Hiid  not  ^^^Q^pldiH. 
latbn  prevented.  It  is  not  of  material  etiNequeMMNfer 
us  to  detemune,  whether  the  lajEid  or  fea  f^itmJmi^  ^ 
g-eateft  (hare  in  the  rcduftion  of  Loai^p^btwffiMycr 
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would  have  Jucceeded  alone.  But  there  was,  certainly, 
the  ftrongeft  evidence  of  a  generous,  noble,  public  fpirit, 
in  the  New  Englandersy  which  firft  inclined  them  to  the 
undertaking,  and  of  a  firmnefs  of  mind  in  the  jM-ofe- 
cution  of  it ;  for  the  labor,  fatigue,  and  other  hard- 
fliips  of  the  fiege,  were  without  parallel  in  all  preceding 
American  operations  *.  The  paying  of  the  charges  of  this 
expedition  in  1748,  leffens  not  the  merit  of  the  Nmr 
England  attempt ;  for  they  began  it  when  they  had  no 
promife,  arid  very  litde  profpeft  of  being  reimburfcd/  "**< 
Had  it  not  fucceeded,  they  would  not  have  been  rcim- 
burfed,  and  muft  therefore  have  been  involved  in  the 
greateft  diftrefs.  This  they  forefaw,  and  yet  cheerfully 
ran  the  rifk  for  the  public  fervice.  It  would  have  coft 
the  crown  double  the  fum  paid  the  New  England  go- 
vernments, to  have  fent  an  armament  from  Great  Bri- 
tain for  the  reduftion  of  the  fame  place.  The  colonies 
met  TOth  a  heavy  lofs,  not  eafily  repaired,  in  the  de- 
ftruAion  of  the  flower  of  their  youth,  by  camp  fev«^, 
other  ficknefles,  the  hardfhips  and  diftreffes  of  the  fiege. 
Of  how  much  importance  Louifburgh  was  in  the  opi- 
nion c^the  French,  appeared  from  their  demanding  two 
hoftages  of  die  -firft  nobility  in  Britain,  as  pledges  for. 
ks  rcftitution.         - 

Should  you  hereafter  read,  "  The  leading  men  in  the 
governmmt  <^  th#  -MaffachufettSj  having  been  guilty  of 
entail)  mal-pra^ities,  for  which  they  were  in  danger  of 

•  ■  -       ^  ~ 

*  Hutchinfon^^BSftory,  Vol.  II.  p.  ii.07 — ^4.20.  The  above  ac- 
count varies  from  Hutchinfon's,  being  correfted  in  fome  inftances, 
from  a  numufciiptcopy  of  the  Hiftory  of  the  Rcduftion  of  Louifburgh, 
fent  by  Mr.  Shirley  to  the  duke  of  NewcafUe;  and  Imprpved  jb  other* 
from  information  given  me. 

I  2  being 
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I  being  called  to  an  account,  projefted  the  expedition 
;   againft  Cape  Breton^  in  order  to  divert  the  ftorm :  and 
;   proving  fuccefsful,  the  Englilh  nation  was  fo  overjoyed^. 
I    that  they  forgot  every  other  idea  in  the  general  tranf- 
;    port,  fo  that  the  planners  and  conduftors  of  the  expe- 
dition, inftead  of  being  called  to  account  for  former 
mifdemeanors,  found  themfelves  carefled  and  applauded'^ 
—believe  it  not«— efpecially  Ihould  the  writer  give  "  this-= 
pubHc  notice,  I  build  nothing  upon  the  prefent  narra- 
tion ;  and  I  only  offer  it  (becaufe  n.ot  corroborated  by 
fufficient  evidence)  as  a  probable  cafe,  and  as  my  own 
opinion  */'    Should  he  be  a  D.  D.  you  may  think  it 
would  have  been  well  for  him  to  have  recolledkled  the 
complaint  of  Jeremiaby    '*  I  heard  the    defaming  of 
many  j  report,  fay  theyy  and  we  will  report :"  and  fo  to 
have  been  filent  on  the  head  of  Cap  Breton.     Should 
you  judge  it  uncharitable  to  retort  upon  him ;  yet  you- 
.  may  deem  it  juft  to  remind  him  of  his  own,  do  you 
find  him  ufing  fuch  like  expreffions  as  thefe,  •'  As  I 
never  believed  Dr.  Franklin  in  any  public  matter,  cx-» 
cepting  in  his  eledtrical  experiments,  I  was  refolvcd  to- 
fee  with  my  own  eyes,  whether  what  he  advanced  was 
true  or  not,  having  a  ftrong  fulpicion  that  he  fibbed  dc*^ 
Cgnedly,   like   Sir  Henry  Wotton^%  embaffador,^  pMi^ 
caufa  \r  - 

But  to  return,  the  year  after  the  redudtion  of  Louif- 

J  746.  burgh,  Great  Britain  entertained  the  defign  of  reducing 

Canada^'y  and  requifitions  were  made  to  the  colonies, 

from  New  Hampfhire  to  Virginia  inclufivc.     It  was 

expeded,   that  they  fliould  raife  at  leaft  5000  mcn^ 

♦  See  the  Poftfcript  of  Dean  Tucker's  humble  addxcfi.       ' 
^  Tlie  Dean's  letter  to  Edmund  Burke.  Efq;  p,  27* 

they 
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they  voted  8200 ;  and  the  Majfacbufett^s^  to  the  amount 
of  3500,  were  ready  to  embark  by  the  middle  of  July, 
about  fix  weeks  from  the  firft  notice  *.  Though  the 
expedition  was  not  profecuted ;  this  did  not  leffen  the 
merit  of  the  colonies,  in  preparing  to  fecond  the  views 
of  the  Britifti  government. 

No  fooner  were  the  diftrefles  of  war  Clofed,  by  the»74'* 
renewal  of  peace ;  than  the  colonifts,  particularly  of 
New  England^  were  alarmed  with  the  report  of  an  jlme* 
tican  epifcopacy ; .  which  it  was  the  moft  earneft  defirc  of 
Dr.  Thomas  Seeker^  late  archbilhop  of  Canterbury^  to 
cftablifli.  The  Doftor,  when  bilhop  of  Oxford^  in  his 
fermon  before  the  Society  for  propagating  the  golpel,  &c# 
^*  began  thofe  inveftives  againft  the  colonifts  and  their 
religious  character,  which  have  been  unwarily  continued, 
and  were  founded  entirely  upon  mifinformations,  and 
mifreprefentations  of  interefted  perfons>  the  miffionaries 
clpecially,  who  found  their  account  in  abufing  better 
fehriftians  than  themfelves  f."  This  conduct  had  no; 
the  Icaft  tendency  to  reconcile  them  to  the  projeft,  but 
the  direft  contrary;  and  argued  a  fecret  bitternels  of 
(pirit,  which  promifed  no  great  moderation,  if  the  fchemc 
of  epifcopifing  fucceeded.  The  talk  of  introducing 
bilhops  into  America,  was  very  warm  among  the  epiiC- 
Copalians  in  Conne&icut  \  and  it  is  not  an  uncharitable 
conjecture,  that  it  originated  from,  or  was  promoted 
by  the  zeal  of  bilhop  Seeker.  During  the  height  of 
the  converlation,  a  worthy  divine,  now  at  Rhode  Ifland, 
had  the  hopes  of  a  bilhopric  held  out  to  him,  to  in*^ 

*  Hutchinfon's  Hiflory,  Vol.  II.  p.  414. 

+  See  a  colkdion  of  letters  and  efTays  ii>  favor  of  public  liberty, 
\s^  three  vols,  pjrinted  fpr  Wilkie,  Vol.  III.  p.  34,  42% 

}  3  4uce 
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duce  him  to  turh  epifcopaUan,  though  without  cficdt; 
The  colonifts  had  reafon  to  dread  the  introduftion  of 
cpxfcopacy,  for  it  could  not  be  thought,  it  fhould  come 
unaccompanied  with  fuch  a  degree  of  civil  power,  as 
wouW  at  Icngdi  trample  upon  the  rights-  of  other  deno^ 
minations.  An  extenfive  and  united  hierarchy,  how-» 
CVcr  hamcd,  when  armed  with  civil  authority  and  in 
alliance  with  ftate  power,  is  a  dangerous  engine,  if  under 
the  direftion  of  a  crafty  politician.  The  feilure  of  the 
epifcopifing  projed,  at  this  period,  might  be  owing  in  a 
great  meafure,  to  the  part  the  diffenting  deputafim  afted 
upon  the  occafion :  for  which  the  reprefentatives  <rf  the 
Maflachufetts-bay  returned  them  their  thanks,  in .  ^ 
mef&ge  figned  by  the  fpeaker  *•  But  though  the  <5o* 
l6nics  weix  relieved  from  this  caufe  of  uneafinefs,  they 

1750;  trere  laid:  under  another,  ty  the  parliament's  paffing  aa 
aft,  ena6ting,  "  That  from  and  after  the  twenty-fo\ttth 
of  June,  1750,  no  mUj  or  other  engine,  for  JHitmg  Of 
rolling  of  ironi  or  any  plating  forge j  to  work  widv.  a  tik 
hammer  J  or  ixtfjkmace  for  making  fteel,  jQiall  be  cre6t-i 
ed  i  or,  afitir  fuch  ereftion,  continued  in  any  of  his  md^ 
jejtfs  colonies  in  America.^* 

The  four  New  England  colonies  however,  had  no 
juft  reafon  to  complain,  when  the  power  of  parfiamexit 

i75r.paffed  an  aft  "  to  regulite  and  reftrain  paper  biDs  of 
credit  in  faid  governments,  and  to  prevent  die  iame 
being- legal  tenders  in  payment  of  money  j"  as  they  had 
made  the  aft  abfolutely  neceflary,  that  fo  Brittih  crc^ 
ditors  might  be  fecured  from  being  defrauded  by  a  leg^ 
tender  of  a  depreciated  and  depreciating  paper  currency. 

*  See  a^Mlt  acctrain  of  the  |^t>6ediiAgs  of  the  depatatibQ,  p.  ^ 

The 
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The  year  after  the  peace,  a  grant  of  600,000  acres 
of  the  fineft  American  land,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  Ohioy  was  nnade  out  to  certain  noblemen  merchants 
and  others,  of  Weftminjier  London  and  Virginia^  v^o 
aflbciated  under  the  title  of  the  Ohio  Company.  The 
governor  of  Canada  obtained  early  intelligence  of  it  1 
and  was  alarmed  with  the  apprehenficn,  that  a  fcheme 
was  in  agitation,  which  would  for  ever  deprive  the  French 
of  the  advantage  arifing  from  the  trade  with  the  Twigh- 
tweesy  and  cut  off  the  communication  fo  beneficial  to 
the  colonies  of  Loutfiana  and  Canada.  He  wrote  there- 
fore to  the  governors  of  New  Ibrk  and  Pennsylvania, 
acquainting  them,  that  the  Englifh  traders  had  en- 
croached on  the  French  territories,  by  trading  v/ith  their 
Indians;  and  that  if  they  did  not  defift,  he  Ihould  be 
obliged  to  fcize  them  wherever  they  were  found.  ^  This 
was  the  firft  time  that  either  French  or  Britifti  had  pre- 
tended tb  any  exclufive  trade  with  any  IndianSy  or  efven 
the  declared  friends  and  allies  of  either  j  for  it  was  ej?- 
prelsly  ftipulated  by  the  treaty  of  Utrechty  that,  on  both 
fides,  the  two  nations  fhould  enj6y  full  liberty  of  going 
and  coming  among  the  IndianSy  of  either  fide,  on  ac-. 
count  of  trade ;  and  that  tfee  natives  of  the  Indian  couri- 
tries  fliould,  with  the  fame  liberty,   refort  as  they  pleafed, 

j  to  the  Britijh  or  French  colonies,  for  the  purpofc  of 
trade,  without   any  moleftation  from  either  the  Britifli 

i  or  French  fubjefts. 

!       The  Britijh  Indian  trade  had  been  carried  on  moftly 

:-  with  Pennfyhaniay  by  the  river  Sujquebarma :  a  great  pai*t 
of  it  was  now  to  be  diverted  into  another  channel  by  the 
Ohio  company;  who  by  opening  a  waggon-road  through 

I  the  country,  and  building  a  truck-houfe  at  WilVs-creek^ 

I  4  were 
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were  providing  for  its  being  carried  into  Virginia^  by  the 
Patomak.  I'he  Pennfylvania  traders,  jealous  of  the  Ohio 
company,  were  upon  the  watch  to  injure  them,  which 
foon  offered^  when  Mr.  Gift  was  enfiployed  by  the,  com- 
pany, in  furveying  the  lands  upon  the  Ohioj  in  or^ler  to 
their  procuring  600,000  acres  of  the  beft  and  moft  con- 
venient for  the  Indian  trade.  He  carefully  concealed 
his  defign  from  the  Indians,  who  were  no  lefs  fulpicious 
and  inquifitivcj  and  being  jealous  that  he  meant  to 
fetde  their  lands,  made  ufe  of  threats.  They  were  not 
pacified,  till  there  was  delivered  to  them  a  pretended 
meflage  from  the  king  pf  Great  Britain*  The  Pennfyl- 
vania traders,  actuated  by  revenge,  informed  both  French 
and  Indians,  what  v/as  the  fervice  on  which  he  was  em- 
ployed i  and  while  he  was  on  his  progrefs,  in  the  Ipring 

17 J'- of  175 1,  fome  French  parties  with  their  Indians,   put 
the  governor  of  Canada's  menace  into  execution,  and 

'7J3«feized  the  Briulh  traders,  who  were  trading  among  the 
TwigktiVeeSy  and  carried  them  to  a  fort  they  were  build- 
ing on  the  fouth-fide  of  lake  Erie.  The  Britifh  alarmed 
at  the  capture  of  their  brethren,  retired  to  the  Indian 
.  towns  for  flielter,  and  the  Twigbtwees,  refenring  the  vio^ 
knee  done  to  their  allies,  affemblcd  to  the  number  of 
five  or  fix  hundred,  and  fcoured  the  woods  till  they 
found  three  French  traders,  whom  they  fent  to 
Pennfylvania,  The  French  however,  determined  to 
perfift;  and  proceeded  to  build  a  fecond  fort,  about 
fifteen  miles  fouth  of  the  former,  upon  one  of  the  branches 
of  the  Ohio.  They  alfo  erefted  a  fort  at  the  conflux  of 
the  Ohio  and  IVabacbe  j  and  thus  completed  their  de- 
figned  communication  between  the  mouth  of  the  il^ 
Jiffippi  and  the  river  Stf  Lawrence,    Nothing  wa^  iufgift 

7  by 
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by  the  Pennfylvania  government,  fo  that  the  French 
continued  to  ftrengthen  themfclves  without  interruption; 
and  encouraged  by  the  little  notice  taken  of  their  vio- 
lence, began  to  feize  and  plunder  every  Britilh  trader 
they  found  on  any  part  of  the  Ohio. 

Repeated  complaints  were  made  to  lieutenant  gover- 
nor Dimviddie  of  Virginia  i  and  as  the  Ohio  company, 
whofe  exiftence  depended  upon  flopping  the  French  en- 
croachments and  pretenfions  on  that  river,  had  great 
influence  there,  that  colony  was  prevailed  upon  to  aft 
with  fome  vigor. 

The  lieutenant  governor  having  informed  the  houfc 
of  burgeffes,  on  the  firft  of  November,  that  the  French 
had  erefted  a  fort  on  the  Ohio,  it  was  refolved  to 
fend  fomebody  to  Mr.  St.  Pierre^  the  French  comman- 
dant, to  demand  the  reafon  of  his  hoftile  proceedings, 
and  to  require  him  at  the  fame  time,  to  withdraw  his 
forces.  Major  Wajhington^  who  was  of  age  only  on  the 
eleventh  of  the  preceding  February,  offered  his  fervice 
on  this  important  occafion.  The  diflance  he  had  to  go, 
rwas  more  than  four  hundred  miles;  two  hundred  of 
which  lay  through  a  tracklefs  defert  inhabited  by  In- 
dians ;  and  the  feafon  was  uncommonly  fevere.  Not- 
withftanding  thefe  difcouraging  circumflances,  the  major 
attended  by  one  conipanion  only,  fat  out  upon  this  ha^ 
zardous  enterprife.  He  travelled  from  Winchefler  on 
foot,  carrying  his  provifions  on  his  back.  Upon  his 
arrival  at  the  place  of  deflination  and .  delivering  his 
mefiage,  the  French  commandant  refufed  to  comply^ 
-denied  the  charge  of  hoftilities,  and  faid  that  die  coun- 
try belonged  to  the  king  of  France  j  that  no  Englifh- 
inan  had  a  right  to  trade  upon  any  of  its  rivers  i  and 

tliat 
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that,  therefore,  he  wouM  feize  according  to  orders,  and 
fend  prifoners  to  Canada,  every  Englilhmian  that  Should 
attempt  to  trade  upon  the  Ohio  or  any  of  its  branches. 
Before  major  fVafiington  had  got  back,  or  the  Virgi- 
nians had  heard  of  the  French  commandant's  iniwer, 
they  fent  out  prefer  people,  provided  with  mate^als 
for  crefting  a  fort  at  the  conflux  of  the  Ohio  and  Mmmt^ 
gabela^  whom  he  mtt  on  his  rcturu.  After  eKCcflive 
hardlhips  and  many  providential  efcapes,  during  his 
long  and  tedious  undertaking,  he  arrived  fafc  at  WU^ 
liamjburgh  and  gavq  an  account  of  his  hegotiation  to  Ac 
houfe  of  burgefTes,  the  fourteenth  of  February  following. 
Ere  the  Virginians  had  finifhed  their  fort,  the  French 
came  upon  them,  drove  them  out  of  the  country,  and 
erefted  a  regular  fort  on  the  very  Ipot  where  they  had 
been  at  work.  The  confent  of  the  Indian  warriors  had 
not  been  gained  by  die  Virginians,  or  they  would  hwe 
fupported  the  Britilh  againft  the  French  attack. 

Thefe  proceedings  of  the  French  galled  tht.Bri^ 
miniftry.  The  Ohio  company,  whofe  ichemes  were 
now  demoliflied,  was  dieir  fondling.  They  <50uld  not 
fubmit  to  have  their  friends  fo  treated  -,  and  there^Mre 
no  fooner  had  they  the  news,  than  it  was  refolved  to  in* 
ftru6t  the  colonies  to  oppofc  the  French  encroachments 
by  force  of  arms.  The  inftruftions  were  received  at 
1754.  Virginia  eaiiy  in  the  f^ng  of  1754.  The  Vii^imans 
applied  to  the  other  colonies  for  additional  troops,  Ci^ 
tain  James  Mackay  wth  his  independent  comprnf^ 
upon  the  firft  order,  .marched  with  the  utmbft  cacpedi- 
tion  from  South  Carolina  to  their  afliftance.  Without 
waiting  for  two  independent  companies  from  New  Yc^kj 
who  were  likewifc  ordered  to  affift  them,  the  Virgimans 

refolved 
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efcJved  by  thcmfelves  with  Klackay's  company,  to 
ippofe  the  French  encroachments  j  and  fent  <rfF  that 
nd  tJircc  hundred  men  raifed  by  the  colony,  under  the 
rommand  of  lace  major,  but  now  colonel  Wafhingtoo. 
In  engagement  enfued  between  a  party  of  French  from 
brt  Du  ^efne,  whom  colonel  Waftiington  attacked  and 
iefeated,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  May  s  which  put  Mr* 
ie  Villier  upon  marching  down  againft  him  with  900 
men  befides  Indians,  and  attacking  him  on  the  third  ci 
fuly.  Wafhingtonr  made  fo  brave  a  defence  behind 
I  fmall  incomplete  entrenchment,  called  fort  iVirr^wjfjj 
diat  Villier  feeing  what  defperate  men  he  had  to  deal 
with,  and  defirous  of  faving  his  own,  offered  him  an  ho- 
norable capiuilation  j  but  the  French  officer  was  careful, 
in  forming  the  articles,  to  throw  the  blame  of  the  war 
upon  the  Britifli,  and  to  make  it  thought  that  they  were 
the  aggreffors. 

The  lords  commiffioners  for  trade  and  plantations^ 
had  alio  recommended  to  the  feveral  colonies,  to  ap- 
|)oint  commiffioners  to  meet  each  other.  Their  lord- 
Ihips  dcfigned,  that  there  ftiould  be  a  general  league  of 
fiiendlhip,  between  all  the  colonies  and  the  Indians,  in 
his  majefty's  name.  The  Maffachujetts  general  court  not 
only  acceded  to  the  propofal,  but  both  houfcs  defired 
his  excellency,  governor  Shirley^  "  to  pray  his  majefly,  AprU 
that  affairs  M^iich  relate  to  the  fix  nations  and  their  al-  '^•. 
Kes,  may  be  put  under  fomc  general  direftion  as  his 
tnajefty  fhall  think  proper ;  that  the  feveral  governments 
may  h  obliged  to  bear  their  proportions  of  defending 
his  majefly's  territories  againft  the  encroachments  of  the 
French,  and  the  ravages  and  incurfions  of  the  Indians." 

5  ^  gc- 
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July.  A  general  meeting  of  the  governors  and  chief  men 
from  fevcral  of  the  colonies,  was  held  at  Jlbanyi  At 
this  congrefs,  the  commifTioners  were  unanimoufly  ci 
opinion^  that  an  union  of  all  the  colonies  was  abfolutely 
neceflkry  for  their  common  defence.  The  plan  was,  in 
Ihort,  "  That  a  grand  council  fhould  be  formed  of 
members  to  be  chofen  by  the  aflcmblies,  and  fcnt  from 
^1  the  colonies ;  which  council  together  with  a  gover* 
nor  general  to  be  appointed  by  the  crown,  fhould  be 
empowered  to  make  general  laws,  to  raife  money  in  all 
the  colonies,  for  the  defence  of  the  whole."  It  was 
drawn  up  by  Mr.  Hutchinfon ;  was  accepted,  and  fent 
home.  Had  it  been  approved  and  eftabliflied,  Britijb 
America  diought  itfclf  fufficiently  able  to  cope  with  the . 
French  without  further  afliftance ;  feveral  of  the  colonies^ 
in  former  years,  having  alone  withftood  the  whole  power 
of  the  enemy,  unaffifted  not  only  by  the  mother  coun* 
try,  but  by  any  of  the  neighbouring  provinces.  A 
Jlamp  aSl  was  talked.of  among  the  commiffioners,  of  which 
number  was  Mr.  (now  Dr.)  Franklin,  onp  of  the  three 
from  Pennfylvaniaj  and  it  was  thought  a  proper  mode 
of  taxing  J  under  the  apprehenfion,  that  iji  its  operation 
it  would  affedt  the  feveral  governments,  fairly  ahd  equally* 
The  idea  of  a  damp  aft  had  been  held  out,  {o  early  as 
1739,  ^"  ^^^  publications  drawn  up  by  a  cjub.of  Ame- 
.  rican  merchants,  at  the  head  of  whom  were  Sir  William 
Keith,  governor  of  Pennfylvania,  Mr.  JoflfUa  Gee  and 
many  others.  They  propofed,  for  the  protedion  of  the 
Britifli  traders  among  the  Indians,  the  raifing  a  body  of 
regulars,  to  be  ftationed  all  along  the  weftern  frontier 
of  the  Britilh  fettlements;  and  that  the  expence  lhoyl4 
be  p^d  from  the  monies  arifing  from  a  duty  op  ftampt 

paper 
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iper  and  parchment  in  all  the  colonies,  to  be  laid  on 
lem  by  aft  of  parliament.  The  congrefs  plan  was  not 
jreeable  to  the  views  of  miniftry ;  and  another  was 
ropofed— "  That  the  governors  of  all  the  colonics,  at- 
nded  by  one  or  two  members  of  their  refpeftive  cotin^ 
Is,  fhould  affemble,  concert  meafures  for  the  defence 
i"  the  whole,  ereft  forts  where  they  judged  proper,  and 
ife  what  troops  they  thought  neceflary,  with  power  to 
raw  upon  the  Britilh  treafury  for  the  fums  that  fhould 
t  wanted  -,  and  the  treafury  to  be  re-imburfed  by  a  tax 
id  on  the  colonies  by  ad  of  parliament."  When  you 
re  reminded,  that  the  governors  and  councils  were 
Wefly  of  the  king's  appointing,  you  will  be  apt  to  view 
le  fcheme,  as  a  moft  fubtile  and  dangerous  contrivance, 
)  provide  for  favorites,  to  fap  the  liberties  of  the  Annie- 
icans,  and  eventually  to  chain  them  down  to  the  moft 
bjeft  flavery.  Had  the  congrefs  plan  met  with  the 
Duntenanoe  of  miniftry,  it  might  have  been  adopted 
fter  a.whije ;  though  of  that,  it  appeared,  there  could 
t  no  certainty ;  for  when  the  governor  laid  it  before 
|te  Majfachujetts  aflembly  in  061:ober,  the  aflembly  de- 
jfcrmined,  not  to  give  it  the  leaft  countenance.  The 
linifterial  plan  was  tranfmitted  to  governor  Shirley ^  who 
fas  known  to  be  for  the  Britilh  parliament's  laying  the 
pi.  It  was  communicated  by  him  to  Mr.  Franklin, 
ben  at  his  native  place  Bofton,  who  foon  returned  it 
rtth  a  few-lhort  remarks,  and  the  next  day  fent  the  go* 
lernor  the  following  letter,  viz. 

^^  Sir,  JVedneJday  mornings  Dec,  1754. 

;  I  mentioned  it  yefterday  to  your  excellency,  as  my 
toinion,  that  excluding  the  people  of  the  colonies  from 
(  .  aU 
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an  Iharc  in  the  choice  of  the  grand  council,  would  pro- 
bably give  extreme  dxfratisfa£tion>  as  well  as  the  taadog 
them  by  an  aft  of  parliament,  where  diey  have  no  re- 
prefentative.  In  matters  of  general  concern  to  the  peo- 
ple, and  efpecially  where  burdcm  are  to  be  laid  upon 
dicm,  it  is  of  ufe  to  confider,  as  well  what  they  will  be 
apt  to  think  and  fay,  as  what  they  ou^t  to  think ;  I 
fliall  therefore,  as  your  excellency  requires  it  of  tx^ 
briefly  mention  what  of  either  kind  occurs  to  me  on 
this  occalion. 

Firft,  they  will  fay,  and  perhaps  with  juftice,  that  the 
body  of  the  people  in  the  colonies  are  as  loyal,  and  » 
firmly  attached  to  the  prefent  conftitution  and  reding 
6mily,  as  any  fubjefts  in  the  king's  dominions  : 

That  there  is  no  reafon  to  doubt  the  readinefs  and 
\nllmgnefs  of  the  reprefentatives  they  may  choofe,  to 
grant  from  time  to  time  fuch  fupplies  for  the  defence  of 
die  country,  as  (hall  be  judged  neceflary,.  fo  far  as  chcir 
abilities  will  ^Uow : 

That  the  people  in  the  colonies,  who  are  to  fed  the 
Inunediate  mifchiefs  of  invafion  and  conquefl:  by  an 
enemy,  in  the  lofs  of  their  eflates,  lives  and  l&erdes, 
are  likely  to  be  better  judges  of  the  quantity  of  forces 
tieceflary  to  be  raifed  and  maintained,  ferts  to  be  built 
and  {bpported,  and  of  their  own  abilities  to  bear  Ae 
expence,  than  the  parliament  g[  England  at  fo  greats 
difUnce : 

That  governors  often  come  to  the  cdooies  merdy  tt> 
.  make  fortunes,  with  which  they  intend  to  return  to  Bri- 
tain; afe  not  always  men  of  tjhe  bed  abilities  «r  inte- 
grity ^  iiave  many  of  them  no  ellates  hfire»  nor  i«qr  oa* 
tural  aiime&k)A$  with  us,  that  Ihould  make  thtm  k»r^ 

tily 
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tily  concerned  for  our  welfare  j  and  might  poflibly  be 
fond  of  raifing  and  keeping  up  more  forces  than  ncccf- 
fary,  from  the  profits  accruing  to  themfelves,  and  to 
make  provifion  for  their  friends  and  dependants : 

That  the  counfellors  in  moft  of  the  colonies  bemg 
appointed  by  the  crown,  on  the  recommendation  of  go- 
vernors, are  often  of  fmall  eftates,  frequently  dependent 
on  the  governors  for  offices,  and  therefore  too  much 
under  influence : 

That  there  is,  therefore,  great  reafon  to  be  jealous 
of  a  power  in  fuch  governors  and  councils,  to  raife  fuch 
fums  as  they  fhall  judge  neceflary,  by  draft  on  the  lords 
of  the  treafury,  to  be  afterward  laid  on  the  colonies  by 
adl  of  parliament,  and  paid  by  the  people  here ;  fincc 
they  might  abufe  it,  by  projeding  ufelcfs  expeditions, 
hara£Qng  the  people,  and  taking  them  from  tlieir  labors 
to  execute  fuch  projefts,  merely  to  create  offices  ami 
employments,  and  gratify  their  dependants,  and  divide 
profits : 

.  That  the  parliament  of  England  is  at  a  great  diftance, 
fubjed  to  be  mifmformed  and  mifled  by  fuch  governor* 

:  arid  councils,  whofe  united  interefts  might  probably  fc- 

^  cure  them  againfl  the   eflfeft  of  any  complaint  from 

I  hence : 

;     That  it  is  fuppofed  to  be  an  undoubted  right  of  Eng- 
liflamen^  not  to  be  taxed  but  by  their  own  confent  given 

;  through  their  reprefcntatives : 

f      That  the  colonics  have  no  reprefcntatives  in  parlia- 

•  ment: 

That  to  propofe  taxing  them  by  parliament,  and  re- 

,  fufe  them  the  liberty  of  choofing  a  reprefentative  coun- 

;  cil,  to  meet  in  the  colonies,  and  confider  and  judge  of 

the 
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the  ncccflity  of  any  general  tax,  and  the  tjuantum,  fhowtf 
a  folpicion  of  their  loyalty  to  the  crown,  or  of  their  re- 
gard for  their  country,  or  of  their  connmon  fcnfe  and 
underftanding,  which  they  have  not  deferred : 

That  compelling  the  colonies  to  pay  money  without 
their  confent,  would  be  rather  like  railing  contributions 
in  an  enemy's  country,  than  taxing  Englijhmen  for  their 
own  public  benefit : 

That  it  would  be  treating  them  as  a  conquered  peo- 
ple, and  not  as  true  Britifh  fubjeds : 

That  a  tax  laid  by  the  reprefentatives  of  the  colonies 
might  eafily  be  leflcned,  as  the  occafions  (hould  leflen; 
but  being  once  laid  by  parliament,  under  the  influence 
of  the  reprefentations  made  by  governors,  would  pro- 
bably be  kept  up,  and  continued  for  the  benefit  of  go- 
vernors, to  the  grievous  burden  and  difcouragement  of 
the  colonies,  and  prevention  of  their  growth  and  in- 
creafe : 

That  a  power  In  governors  to  march  the  inhabitants 
from  one  end  of  the  Britifh  and  French  colonies  to  the 
other,  being  a  country  of  at  leaft  1,500  fquare  milesj 
without  the  approbation  or  confent  of  their  reprefenta- 
tives firft  obt^ned,  might  occafiori  expeditions  giievous 
and  ruinous  to  the  people,  and  would  put  them  upon  a 
footing  with  the  fubjefts  of  France  in  Canada,  that  now 
groan  under  luch  oppreflion  from  their  governor,  who 
for  two  years  paffed,  has  haraffcd  them  with  long  and 
deftrudbive  marches  to  the  Ohio : 

That,  if  the  colonics  in  a  body  may  be  well  governed' 
by  governors  and  councils  appointed  by  the  crown  with- 
out reprefentatives,  particular  colonies  may  as  wcB,  or 
better,  be  fo  governed :  a  tax  may  be  laid  on  them  til 
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by  adb  of  .parliament  for  fupport  of  government,  and. 
their  affemblies  be  difmiffed  as  an  ufelefs  part  of  the 
conftitution: 

That  the  powers  propofcd  by  the  Albany  plan  of  unbn, 
to  be  vefted  in  a  grand  reprefentative  council  of  the 
people,  even  with  regai^d  to  military  matters,  are  not  fo 
great  as  thofc  the  colonies  of  Rhode  IJland  and  Con-- 
neSiicut  ^are  entrufted  with  by  their  charter,  and  have 
never  abufed  :  for  by  this  plan,  the  prcfident  general  is 
appointed  by  the  crown,  and  controls  all  by  his  negative |. 
but  in  thefe  governments,  the  people  choofe  the  gover- 
nor, and  yet  allow  him  no  negative : 

That  the  Britifli  colonies  bordering  on  the  French, 
are  properly  frontiers  of  the  Britilh  empire;  and  the: 
frontiers  of  an  empire  are  properly  defended  at  the  joint 
expence  of  the  body  of  the  people  in  fuch  empire.  It 
would  now  be  thought  hard,  by  aft  of  parUament,  to 
oblige  the  cinque  ports,  or  fea  coafts  of  Britain,  to 
maintam  the  whole  navy,  becaufe  they  are  more  imme- 
diately defehded  by  it ;  not  allowing  them  at  the  fam^ 
time,  a  vote  in  choofing  thd  members  of  parliament : 
and  if  the  frontiers  in  America  muft  bear  the  expenca 
of  their  own  defence,  it  feems  hard  to  allow  them  no 
(hare  in  voting  the  money,  judging  of  the  neceflity  and 
fum,  or  advifing  the  meafures : 

That  befides  the  taxes  neceflary  for  the  defence  of 
die  frontiers,  the  colonies  pay  yearly  great  fums  to  the 
mother  country  unnoticed ;  for  taxes  paid  in  Britain,  by 
:he  landholder  or  artificer,  muft  enter  into  and  increafe 
:he  price  of  the  produce  of  land,  and  of  manufafturea 
made  of  it ;  and  great  part  of  this  is  paid  by  confumers 

Vol.  !•  K  in 
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in  the  colonies,  who  thereby  pay  a  confiderable  port  e^ 
the  Britifh  taxes.  ^ 

We  are  reftrained  in  our  trade  with  foreign  nations  i 
ahd  where  we  could  be  fupplied  with  any  manufafture 
cheaper  from  them,  but  muft  buy  the  fame  dearer  from 
Britain,  the  difference  of  price  is  a  clear  tax  to  Britain.. 
We  are  obliged  to  carry  great  part  of  our  produce  di- 
reftly  to  Britain  j  and  wherein  the  duties  there  laid  upoa 
it  leflfen  its  price  to  the  planter,  or  it  fells  for  lefs  than, 
it  would  in  foreign  markets,  the  difference  is  a  tax  paid 
to  Britain.     *  '^ 

Some  manufafturcs  we  could  make,  but  are  fortudden. 
and  muft  take  of  Britifh  merchants ;  the  whole  price  of 
thefe  is  a  tax  paid  to  Britain. 

By  our  gready  increafing  the  demand  and  confump- 
tion  of  Britifh  manufa6tures,  their  price  is  cpnfiderably 
raifed  of  late  years :  their  advance  is  clear  profit  to  Bri- 
tain, and  enables  its  people  better  to  pay  great  taxes ; 
and  much  of  it  being  paid  by  us,  is  a  clear  tax  ta 
Britain. 

In  fhort,  as  we  are  not  fufFered  to  regulate  our  trade,, 
and  rcftrain  the  importation  and  confumption  ofBritifh 
fuperfluities,  (as  Britain  can  the  confumption  of  fordgrv 
fuperfluities)  our  whole  wealth  centres  finally  among  the 
merchants  and  inhabitants  of  Britain ;  and  if  we  make 
them  richer,  and  enable  diem  better  to  pay  tSeir  taxes, 
it  is  nearly  the  fame  as  being  taxed  ourlclves,  and* 
equally  beneficial  to  the  crown.,  Thefe  kind  of  fecon- 
dary  taxes  however,  we  do  not  complain  of,  though 
we  have  no  fhare  in  the  laying  or  difpofing  of  them '« 
but  to  pay  immediate  heavy  taxes,  in  the  laying,  ap- 
propriation,. 
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)ropriation,  and  difpofition  of  which  we  have  no  part, 
jid  which,  perhaps,  we  may  know  to  be  as  unneceffary 
s  grievous,  mull  feem  hard  meafure  to  Englijhmen^  wh6 
lannot  conceive,  that  by  hazarding  their  lives  and  for- 
unejs,  in  fubduing  and  fettling  new  countries,  extending 
he  dominion,  and  increafing  the  commerce  of  their 
fiother  nation,  they  have  forfeited  the  native  rights  of 
)rit(ms^  which  they  think  ought  rather  to  be  given  them 
5  due  to  fuch  merit,  if  they  had  been  before  in  a  ftate 
f  flavery. '  Thefe,  and  fuch  kind  of  things  as  thefe,  I 
pprehend,  will  be  thought  and  faid  by  thfe  people,  if 
le  propofed  alteration  of  the  Albany  plan  Ihould  take 
lace.  Then  the  adminiftration  of  the  board  of  gover- 
ors  and  councils  fo  appointed,  not  having  any  reprc^ 
mtative  body  of  the  people  to  approve  and  unite  in 
5  meafures,  and  conciliate  the  minds  of  the  people  to 
lem,  will  probably  become  fufpefted  and  odious: 
Migcrous  animofities  and  feuds  will  arife  between  the 
[)vemors  and  governed^  and  every  thing  go  into  con- 
ifion. 

Perhaps  I  am  too  apprehenfive  in  this  matter  j  but 
mng  freely  given  my  opinion  and  reafons,  your  excel- 
ncy  can  judge  better  than  I  whether  there  be  any 
eight  in  them ;  and  the  fliortnefs  of  the  time  allowed 
le,  will,  I  hopej  in  fome  degree,  excufe  the  imperfect 
3ns  of  this  fcrawl. 

With  thegreateft  refpeft  and  fidelity,  I  have  the  ho- 
)r  to  be,  your  excellency's  moft  obedient  and  moft 
imble  fervant, 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN." 

K  2  Thefe 
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Thefe  letters  might  be  tranfmitted  to,  and  might 
difpofe  the  miniftry  to  decline  urging  their  plan  of 
-uniting  and  governing  the  colonies ;,  but  Mr.  Shirley 
wrote  to  governor  Wentworth  of  N&-W  Hamfjhtey  May 
31,  1755 — "  I  may  affure  your  ex:cellency,  from  eveiy 
letter  I  have  of  late  received  from  Sir  Thomas  Robin- 
Ibn,  I  have  reafon  to  think  that  his  majefty  hath  a  de- 
pcndance  upon  a  common  fund's  being  raifed  in  all  his 
colonies  upon  this  continent,  in  proportion  to  their  re- 
fpeftive  abilities,  for  defraying  all  articles  of  expence 
■  entered  int^  for  their  common  defence ;  and  that  fuch 
an  one  muft,  in  the  end,  be  either  voluntarily  raifed,  or 
elfe  afiefled  in  feme  way  or  other."  The  miniftry  dif- 
covered  a  difpofitioli  to  raife  a  revenue  in  them,  which 
Nov.  induced  the  Majfachiijetts  general  court  thus  to  inftruft 
their  agent;  "  It  is  more  efpecially  expefted,  that  you 
oppofe  every  thing  that  Ihall  have  the  remoteft  tendency 
to  raife  a  'revenue  in  the  plantations,  for  any  public  ufes 
or  fervices  of  government:"  he  wrotje  to  them  the 
twenty-ninth  of  May  following,  "  The  inclinations  I 
have  reafon  to  think  ftill  continue  for  raifing  a  r^enue 
out  of  the  molaffes  trade."  The  alarming  ftate  of  pub- 
lie  affairs  might  divert  die  miniftry  from  purfuing  their 
inclinations. 

It  had  been  concluded  to  take  efFefVual  meafures  for 
driving  the  French  from  the  Ohio  \  and  for  the  redudkion 
of  Ningaray  Crown  Pointy  and  their  forts  in  Nova  Scotia, 
General  Braddock  was  accordingly  knt  from  Ireland  to 
\'irginin,  with  two  regiments  of  foot;  and  when  ar- 
rived, and  joined  by  the  reft  of  the  forces  deftincd  for 
that  fcrvlcc>  found  himleif  at  the  head  of  about  2,200 

men. 
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iicn.     He  had  bravery,  but  wanted  other  qualification^ 
:o  render  him  fit  for  the  fervice  to  which  he  was  ap- 
x)inted.     His  feverity  prevented  his  having. the  love  of 
:he  regulars  :  his  haughtinefs,  the  love  of  the  Ameri- 
:ans ;  and  what  was  worfe,  difgufted  the  Indians,  and 
ed  him  to  defpife  the  country  militia,  and  to  flight  the 
idvice  of  the   Virginia  officers.      Colonel  JVajbington 
^arneftly  begged  of  him,  when  the  army  was  marching 
for  fort  du  ^lejne^  to  admit  of  his  going  before,  and 
fcouring  the  •woods  with  his  rangers,  which  was  con- 
temptuoudy  refufed.     The  general  had  be^  cautioned 
by  the  duke  of  CiimlerlcrJy  to  guard  againft  a  furprife ; ' 
and  yet  he  pufl:cd  on  heedlefsly  with  the  firft  divifion, 
confifting  of  1400  men,  till  he  fell  into  an  ambufcade  of  J75^^ 
400,    chiefly  Indians,  by  whom  he  was  defeated  and  9. 
mortally  wounded,  on  die  ninth  of  July.     The  regu- 
lars were  put  into  the  greattft  par.ic,  and  fled  in  the 
utmoft  confufion  i  the  militia  had  been  ufed  to  Indian 
fighting,  and  were  not  fo  terrified.     The  general  had 
difdainfuUy  turned  them  into  the  rear :  they  continued 
in  a  body,  unbroken,  and  fervcd  under  colonel  tVaJIj- 
it?gton  as  a  mofl  ufeful  rear-giiard ;  covered  tlie  retreat 
of  the  regulars,  and  prevented  their  being  entirely  cur 
qff. 

Previous  to  this,  and  agreeable  to  the  views  of  the 
Britifh  miniftry,  the  Majfachiijetts  afTembly,  who  had 
never  been  remifs  upon  the  profpeft  of  a  French  war, 
railed  a  body  of  troops,  vvhich  were  fent  to  Nova  Scotia^ 
to  aflifl:  lieutenant  governor  Lawrence  in  driving  the 
French  from  their  feveral  encroachments  within  that 
province.  The  fecrecy  and  djfpatch  ufed  in  this  fervigp 
was  rewarded widi  fuccefs. 
.  '  ,K  3  The 
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The  expedition  againft  Niagara  was  entrufted  with 
goventor  Shirley ;  but  failed  through  various  caufes. 

Sir  William  (then  colonel)  Johnfon  was  appointed  to 
go  againft  Crown  Point.  The  delays,  flownefs,  and  de- 
ficiency of  preparations,  prevepted  the  feveral  colonics 
joining  their  troops  till  about  Auguft.  Meanwhile  the 
aftive  enemy  had  tranfported  foipces  from  France  to 
Canada^  marched  them  down  to  meet  the  provincials, 
and  attacked  them ;  but,  meeting  with  a  repulfe,  loft  fix 
hundred  men,  befides  having  their  general  baron 
Diejkauy  wounded  and  made  prifoner. 

The  Majfacbufetts  the  next  year,  raifed  a  great  anna- 
,  ment  to  go  againft  Crown  Pointy  but  Lord  Loudm  on 
his  arrival,  did  not  think  it  proper  that  the  forces  fhould 
proceed.  Afterward  a  temporary  mifunderftanding  took 
place  between  his  lordlhip  and  the  general  court;  from 
his  apprehending,  that  they  thought  a  provincial  law 
neceffary  to  enforce  a  Britilh  aft  of  parliament,  and  were 
willing  to  difpute  upon  that  fubjeft.  He^ietermined  to 
have  no  difpute,  but  that  the  troops  under  his  command 
fllould  be  quartered  agreeable  to  what  he  thought  the 
public  good  required ;  and  wrote  to  governor  Pawnallj 
11  SI'  ^^  I  have  ordered  the  mefTenger  to  wait  but  48  hours  in 
15.  Bojlon;  and  if,  on  his  return,  I  find  things  not  fettled, 
I  will  inftantly  order  into  Bcjlon  the  three  battaKons  frt>m 
New  York,  Long  Ifland,  and  Connefticut;  and  if 
more  are  wanted,  I  have  two  in  the  Jerfeys  at  hand, 
befide  three  in  Pennfylvania."  Notwithftanding  dus 
declaration,  on  December  the  fixth,  the  legiflature  piiflcd 
an  aft,  which  led  him  to  conceive,  that  he  was  tinder 
an  abfolute  neceffity  of  fetding  the  point  at  once,  and 
therefore  he  ordered  the  troops,to  march.    .The ^general 

court 
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court  finding  how  matters  were  going,  did  not  venture 
upon  extremities,  but  became  pliable ;  fo  that  his  lord-. 
Ihip  wrote,  December  26,  "  As  I  can  now  depend  upon 
the  afiembly's  making  the  point  of  quarters  eafy  in:  all 
time  coming,  I  have  countermanded  the  march  of  the 
troops."     The  general*  court  were  certainly  terrified  1 
and  to  remove  all  unfavorable  impreflions,  faid  in  the 
clofe  of  their  addrefs  to  the  governor,  "  The  authority  |75^* 
of  all  adts  of  parliament,  which  concern  the  colonies,  '6. 
and  extend  to  them,  is  ever  acknowledged  in  all  the 
courts  of  law,  and  made  the  ruk  of  all  judicial  proceed- 
ings in  the  province^     There  is  not  a  member  of  the 
general  court,  and  we  know  no  inhabitant  widiin  the 
bounds  of  the  government,  that  ever  queftioned  this 
authority.     To  prevent  any  ill  confequences  that  nmay 

g  wife  from  an  opinion  of  our  holding  fuch  principles,  we 

r  now  utterly  difavow  them,  as  we  fhould  readily  have 
jionc  at  any  time  paft,  if  there  had  been  occafion  for  it. 

.and  we  pray  that  his  lordfhip  may  be  acquainted  there- 
with, that  we  may  appear  in  a  true  Ught,  and  that  no 
impreflions  may  remain  to  our  diiadvantage."  How- 
ever  they  might  not  queftion,  whether  the  authority  of 

;^s  of  parliament,  concerning  and  extending  to  the 
colonies,  was  made  the  rule  of  all  judicial  proceedings 
in  the  province;  yet  you  are  not  to  infer  from  thtir 
diiavowal  of  the  contrary  principle,  that  they  admitted 
the  right  of  parliament,  either  to  impofe  internal  taxes, 

>  or  to  control  their  colonial  government. 

When,  happily  for  the  Britifh  nation,  the  great  Mr- 
Pin  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  niiniftry,  the  face  pf 
affairs  was  foon  changed  j  the  war  was  profecuted  with 
unexampled  fuccefs,  and  the  enemy  at  length  driven  out 

K  4  of 
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of  America.     But  the  frequent  delays  given  to  the  railing 
of  the  neceffary  fupplies,  elpecially  in  the  proprietary 
governments,  through  the  refufal  of  their  governors  or 
couhcils,  to  admit  that  the  eftates  of  the  proprietors 
ftiould  be  taxed,  led  Mr.  Titt  to  tell  Mr.  Franklin^  that 
when  the  war  clbfed,  was  -he  in  the  miniftry,  he  fhould 
take  meafures  to  prevent  its  being  in  the  power  of  the 
colonies,  to  hinder  government's  receiving  the  fupplies 
that  were  wanted ;  and  he  added,  that,  was  he  not  in 
the  miniftry,  -he  would  advife  his  fuceeffors  to  do  it. 
What  thefe  meafures  were,  he  did  not  mention.     But 
1760.  toward  the  clofe  of  1759,   ^^  ^^^  beginning  of  1760, 
Mr.  Tin  wrote  to  Francis  Fauquier  efq;  lieutenant  go- 
vernor of  Virginiay   and  mentioned  in  his  letter,  that 
though  they  had  made  grants  to  the  colonies,  yet,  when 
the  war  was  over,  they  ftiould  tax  them  in  order  to  raije 
a  revenue  from  them.     Mr.  Fauquier y  in  his  anfwer,  ex- 
prefled  his  apprehenfion^  that  the  meafure  would  occa- 
fion  great  difturbance.     The  anfwer  might  divert  Mr. 
Pitt  from  his  intention.     Many  months  before,  the  pre- 
fer        fentLord  Camden  then  Mr.  Pratt ^  faid  to  Mr.  Franklin j 
in  a  courfe  of  free  converfation,  '*  For  all  what  you 
Americans    fay    of   your    loyalty,    I    know  you    will 
one  day  throw  off  your  dependence  upon  this  coun- 
try y  and,  notwithftanding  your  bdafted  affeftion  to  it, 
will  fet  up  for  independence."     The  other  anfwered, 
"  No  fuch  idea  is  entertained  in  the  mind  of  the  Ameri- 
cans ;  and  no  fuch  idea  will  ever  enter  their  heads,  un- 
lefs  you  grofsly  abufe  them."     "  Very  true,  (replied 
Mr.  Pratt)  that  is  one  of  the  main  caufes  I  fee  will 
happen,  and  will  produce  the  event." 

•  The 
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The  colonies  in  general,  and  the  Maflachufetts  in 
particular,  complied  with  the  requifitions  of  the  miniftcr, 
and  ihowed  themfelves  ready  to  fupport  his  plans  for  the 
reduftion  of  the  French  power.  To  aflift  and  encou- 
rage their  extraordinary  exertions,  the  parliament  granted 
them  during  the  war,  at  different  periods,  no  lefs 
than  £.  1,031,666.  \2s.  ^d.  But  though  the  large  im- 
portation of  fpecie  annually,  did  not  anfwer  one  half  of 
their  expences,  it  was  dill  of  fuch  benefit  to  each  go- 
vernment, that  they  cheerfully  feconded  the  views  of 
miniftry.  Upon  application  from  admiral  Saunders^  the 
fquadron  employed  againft  Louijburgh  and  ^ebec'y  was 
fupplied  by  500  feamen  from  the  Majfachufetts ;  befide, 
many  were  at  feveral  times  impreffed  out  of  vefleis  on 
^  the  fifliing  banks.  The  colonies  loft  by  the  war,  25,000' 
of  their  robuft  young  men,  exclufive  of  failors.  The 
'  Majfachufetts  continually  raifed  the  full  number  of  troops 
affigned  them :  nor  was  it  to  be  afcribed  to  the  peculiar 
addrefs  of  Mr.  Pownall^  who  guided  them  with  a  filkcii 
cord,  and  by  praifing  them  plentifully,  and  flattering 
their  vanity,  did  bufinefs  with  them  in  an  cafy 
manner;  for  it  was  -the  fame,  after  he  was  fucceeded  ,^5^^ 
by  governor  Bernard.  Befide  their  annual  quota  of  ^"^* 
men,  in  fome  years  of  the  war  they  garrilbned  Louil-^ 
burgh  and  Nova  Scotia,  which  gave  the  regular  forces 
opportunity  for  retaining  Canada.  The  whole  coft  they 
were  at  upon  thefe  accounts,  and  for  fcouting  companies 
fent  into  the  Indian  country,  and  for  two  armed  vefleis 
built  and  maintained  for  the  protection  of  the  trade, 
amounted  to  ;C-754>593-  loj.  iod\  fterling.  In  this 
fum,  the  expence  of  many  forts  and  garrifons  on  the 
frontiers  is  not  included.     Add,  that  no  eftiir.ate  can  be 

made 
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inadc  of  the  coft  to  individuals,  by  the  demand  of  per- 
fonal  fervice.  They  that  could  not  ferve  in  perfon> 
who  were  much  the  greater  number,  when  it  came  to 
their  turn,  were  obliged  to  hire  fubftitutes  at  a  high  pre- 
mium* They  alfo  who  could  not  be  imprefled,  to 
lighten  the  burdens  of  others,  advanced  largely  for  en- 
couraging the  levies.  Moreover,  the  taxes  were  ex- 
ceeding heavy.  A  Bofton  gendeman,  of  reputation  and 
fcx-tune,  fent  one  of  his  rate  bills  to  a  correipondent  in 
JU>ndon,  for  his  judgment  on  it^  and  had  for  an- 
iWcr,  "  That  he  did  not  believe  there  was  a  m.an  in  all 
£,nglandy  who  paid  fo  much  in  proportion  toward  the 
fupport  pf  government,"  Such  was  the  affeflifnent  of 
the  town  in  one  of  the  years,  that  if  a  man's  income 
was  ^.60  per  annum,  he  had  to  pay  two  thirds  or  £.40, 
mid  m  that  proportion  whether  the  fum  was  nu>rc  or 
kfi;  md  if  his  houfe  or  land  was  valued  at  ^^-200  per 
tnnum,  he  was  obliged  to  pay  ^.72.  He  had  alfo  to 
pay  for  his  poll,  and  thofe  of  all  the  males  ki  his  houie^ 
more  than  16  years  old,  at  the  rate  of  14^.  3^*  each ; 
and  to  all  muft  he  added,  the  part  he  p^d  of  the  auiSd 
on  tea,  coffee,  rum^  and  wine  *.  Other  towns  and  co- 
lonies might  not  have  been  affejOTed  fo  exorbitandy»  but 
ibme  muft  certainly  have  been  burdened  with  taxes. 

•  The  above  ftatement  of  expences  is  thought  to  benKM-e 
correft  than  what  gov.  Bernard  tranfmitted,  in  his  letter 
of  Auguft  I,  1764,  to  the  lords  qf  trade,  ;n  which  he 
wrote,  *'  From  1754  to  1762,  the  fums  iffued  amount 
to  £.  926,000  fterling ;  out  of  which  deduft,  received 
by  parliamentary  grant,  ^.  328,000  i  and  the  ordinary 

♦  Dr.  Chauncy's  thanksgiving  fermon  for  the  repeal  of  the  ftanp- 
aft  in  a  note* 

expences 
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expences  of  government^eftimated  at^.  108,000,  there 
remains  £.  490,000,  that  is  near  £.  500,000  fterling  ex- 
pended by  this  province  in  the  extraordinary  charges  of 
the  war  within  eight  years.  An  imnnenfe  fum  fw  fuch 
a  fnnall  ftate !  the  burden  of  which  has  been  grievoufly 
felt  by  all  orders  of  men.  Whereas  if  we  compare  this 
with  the  fouthern  governments,  Pennfylvania  for  in* 

[  flance,  which  has  expended  litde  more  than  they  have  . 
received  from  parliament,  and  Maryland  which  has  ex- 
pended fcarce  any  thing  at  all,  we  cannot  fufficiendy 
admire,  the  inequality  of  the  burden  between  one  pro- 
vince and  another.  And  when  Pennfylvania  has  iu)t 
been  prevented  by  domeftic  diffenfions,  and  have  as  it 
were  done  their  beft,  they  have  fcnt  to  the  field  only 
a,700  mcuj  when  this  province  has  lent  5,000—5,500, 
and  one  year  7,000.  And  nptwithftanding  the  vaft  fuma 
this  province  has  railed,  it  has,  by  fevere  taxations,  kept 
its  debt  under." 

The  firft  part  of  governor  Bernard's  adminiftration 

!  was  agreeable  to  the  Majfacbufetts  general  court.  The 
two  houfes,  in  anfwer  to  his  fpeech,  faid,  "  It  gives  H^'* 
us  pkafure  to  fee,  that  the  civil  rights  of  the  people  are 
not  in  danger  i  nor  are  we  in  the  leaft  degree  fufpiciQus, 
that  they  ever  will  be  under  your  excellency's  admi- 
niftration.  The  experience  we  have  had  of  your  excel- 
lency's dilpofition  and  abilities,  encourage  us  to  hope 
for  a  great  (hare  of  public  happinefs  under  your  admi- 
niftratbn.'-'  The  next  year,  the  governor  told  them,  at 
the  clofe  of  the  feffion,  "  The  unaninaity  and  dilpatch  1762. 

f  with  which  you  have  complied  with  the  requilitions  of  ^^^^ 
his  majefly,  require  my  particular  acknowledgment." 
In  his  Ipeedv  to  the  new  court,  he  faid,  "  Every  thing  May 

that^> 


14^  THE      HIStOIlY     OF     THE 

that  has.  been  required  of  this  province,  has  been  molt 
readily  conriplied  with." 
17^3*  Both  houfes,  in  their  addrefs  to  hinn,  expreffcd  them- 
31.  felvesthus:  "We  congratulate  your  excellency  upon 
that  unanimity,  which  your  excellency  recommends,  and- 
which  was  never  greater  in  the  province  than  at  this 
time."  The  governor  at  the  clofe  of  the  feflion,  de- 
clared his  great  fatisfaftion  in  having  obferved,  that  the 
unanimity  they  aflured  him  of,  had  fully  evidenced  it- 
felf  throughout  all  their  proceedings.  But  the  lieutenant 
governor  Mr.  Btitchinjon^  gained  after  a  while  too 
much  afcendency  over  him,  and  encouraged  him  in  the 
purfuit  of  wrong  meafures,  highly  oftenfive  to  the  co- 
lony. He  had  indeed  done  him  an  irreparable  injury,' 
Rot  long  after  his  coming  to  the  chair.  Colonel  James 
Otis  (who  was  repeatedly  returned  (or  Barnfiaple  m  Ply-^ 
mouth  county,  notwithftandirig  the  ftrenubus  efforts 
which  had  been  made  to  prevent  it,  on  account  of  his 
fiding  with  government)  being  a  lawyer,  had  been  pro- 
mifed  by  Mr.  Shirley,  when  in  the  chair,  to  be  made  a  • 
judge  of  the  fuperior  court,  upon  an  opportunity's  offer- 
ing. The  firfl  vacancy  which  happened,  was  filled  up 
by  the  appointment  of  the  fecretary's  fon  in  law  5  for 
which  Mr.  Shirley  apologized,  by  pleading  a  promife 
made  to  the  fecretary,  and  his  having  forgotten  the 
former  one.  Mr.  Otis  was  fatisfied  with  a  frefh  alTurance 
of  the  next  vacancy,  which  was  confidered  by  him  in 
the  light  of  a  governmental  promife ;  and  it  was  ex- 
pefted  that  whenever  a  new  vacancy  happened,  Mr. 
Otis  would  be  appointed.  There  was  no  new  vacancy 
till  a  (hort  time  after  governor  Bernard  entered  upon  his 
adminiftration,  when  chief  juftice  Sewall  died.     Upon 

thi^ 
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this  death,  Mr.  Jamss  Otis  the  fon,  of  whom  there  wiU 
be  a  call  to  make  frequent  mention,  exprefftjd  himfelf 
as  follows :  "  If  governor  Bernard  does  not  appoint  my 
':    father  judge  of  the  fuperior  court,  I  will  kindle  fuch  a 
is   fire  in  the  province  as  ihall  finge  the  governor,  though 
^  I  myfelf  perifh  in  the  flames/'     Mr.  Hutchinfon  how- 
ever,   hurried   to   Mr.  Bernard,   procured  a  promife, 
which  being  once  given  the  governor  would  not  rctraft, 
and  got  himfelf  appointed  chief  juftice,  by  which  he 
gratified  both  his  ambition  and  covetoufnefs,   his  two 
ruling  paffions.     The  friends  of  government  regretted 
the  appointment,  foreboding  the  evils  it  would  produce. 
The  governor  loft  the  influence  and  fupport  of  colonel 
Otis.     The  fon  quitted  the  law-place  he  held ;  would 
never  be  perfuaded  to  refume  it,  or  to  accept  of  ano- 
ther ;  joined  himfelf  to  the  party  which  vfas  jealous  that 
the   views  of  adminiftration  were  unfavorable  to  the 
rights  of  the  colony,  and  ftxxxl  ready  to  oppofe  all  en- 
croachments; and  foon  became  its  chief  leader.    He 
•  fignalized  himfelf,  by  pleading  in  a  moft  mafterly  man- 
!■  ner,  againft  granting  writs  of  affiftance  to  cuftom-houfc 
officers.     Thefe  writs  were  to  give  them,  their  deputies, 
i  &c.  a  general  power  to  enter  any  houfcs,  &c.  that  they 
would /^j  they  Jujpe£led.     The  cuftom-houfe  officers  had 
received  letters  from  home,  direding  them  to  a  more 
ftrenuous  exertion  in  colleding  the  duties,  and  to  pro- 
cure.#rrits  of  afliftance.     I'he  idea  of  thefe  writs  excited 
a  general  alarm.     A  ftrong  jealoufy,  of  what  might  be 
eventually  the  effeft  of  them  upon  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  commenced.     They  might  prove  introduftory 
to  the  moft  horrid  abufes ;  which  the  meancft  deputy 
of  a  deputy's  deputy  might  pra6life  wicli  impunity,  upon 

a  mer- 
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a  merchant  or  gentleman  of  the  firft  characlcr;  and 
th«tJ  would  be  the  greater  danger   of  fuch  abufes> 
by  reaibn  of  the  immenfe  diflance  of  the  fcene  of  a^on 
■     from'thc  feat  of  government.    The  t«ee  of  the  com- 
/      plainant  would  not  be  heard  three  thdufand  mites  off^ 
;       after  the  fervants  of  government  bad  deafened  the  ears 
\       of  adminiflratioa  by  mifreprefcntations.    From  this  pe- 
)      riod  may  be  datedy  the  fixed>  uniform,  and  growing  op- 
pofition,  which  was  niade  to  the  minifterial  plans  of  en- 
croaching upon  the  original  rights  and  long  eitablifhed 
cuftoms  of  the  colony.     In  1761,  the  officers  of  the 
coftoms  sqjplied  to  the  fuperior  court  for  fuch  writs". 
The  great  oppofition  that  was  made  to  it,  and  the  argu- 
ments of  Mr.  Otisy  dilpofed  the  court  to  a  refufal ;  blit 
Mr.  Hutcbmfony  who  had  obtained  the  place  of  chief 
jufticc,  prevailed  with  his  brethren  to  continue  the  caufe 
till  next  term ;  and  in  the  mean  time,  wrote  to  Eng- 
land, and  procured  a  copy  of  the  writ,  and  iufficient  evi- 
dence of  the  pradicc  of  the  exchequer  there,  after  which 
like  writs  were  granted.    But  before  this  was  efie£led, 
Mr.  OHs  was  chofen  one  of  the  rcprefcntatives  for  BdftoKi 
hf  the  influence  of  the  friends  to  liberty ;  whofe  jea- 
loufies  tiiere  and  elfewhere,  afterward  increaled  apace^ 
upon  hearing  that  the  Britifh  officers  infifled  frequentlj^ 
upon  the  neceflity  of  regulating  and  reformings  as  they 
ftiled  it,    the  colonial  governments ;   and  that  certain 
travellers  were  introduced  to  particular  perfbns  wiA  a — 
J  762* "  This  is  a  gendeman  employed  by  the  earl  of  Bute  to 
travel  the  country,  and  karn  what  may  be  proper  to  bt 
done,  in  the  grand  plan  of  reforming  the  American  go* 
vemments.''    It  was  underftood,  that  their  bufinefs  was 
to  make  thorough  obfervation  upon  the  ftate  of  the 
4  country. 
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eoontiy,  that  fo  the  miniftry  might  be  enabled  to  judge 
what  regulations  and  alterations  could  fafely  be  made  in 
the  police  and  government  of  the  colonics,  in  order  to 
their  being  brought:more  efFefttjally  under  the  govern- 
ment of  parlianaent.  They  were  alfo  as  much  as  pof- 
fible,  to  conciliate  capital  and  influential  charaftcrs,  to 
minifterial  meafures  Ipeedily  to  be  adopted.  The  Britilb 
miniftry  have  been  greatly  miftaken,  in  fuppofing  it  isf 
the  fame  in  America  as  in  their  own  country^  Do  thcf 
gain  over  a  gentleman  of  note  and  eminence  in  the  co^' 
lonies^  they  make  no  confiderable  acquifition.  He  takes 
few  or  none  with  him ;  and  is  rather  defpifed^  than  ad- 
hered to  by  former  friends.  He  has  not,.  ^  in  Britain^ 
dependants  who  muft  aft  in  conformity  to  his  nod,  la 
New  England  efpecially,  individuals  are  fo  independent 
of  each  other,  that  though  there  may  be  an  inequality 
in  rank  and  fortune,  every  one  can  a6t  freely  according 
tQ  his  own  judgment. 

But  nothing,  it  may  be,  excited  a  greater  alarm  vx 
the  breafts  of  thofe  to  whom  it  was  communicated,  thaa . 
'  the  following  anecdote^  viz.  The  Rev.- Mr.  WhitefieU^ 
.  ere  he  left  Portfmoutb  in  New  Hampfhirey  on  Monday 
■  afternoon^  April  the  fecond  1764,  fent  for  Dr.  Langdm  i>j^ 
I  and  Mr.  Haven>  the  congregational  minifters  of  the  ^P^ 
i;  town,    and  upon  their  coming  and  being  isriione  with 
♦  him>  faid,  "  I  can't  in  confcience  leave  the  town  with- 
:  out  acq«ftinting  you  with  a  fecret.     My  heart  bleeds  for 
\  America.    O  poor  New  England !    There  is  a  deep  kid 
plot  againift  both  your  civil  aild  religious  liberties^  and 
they  will  be  loft.     Your  golden  days  are  at  an  end.     You 
have  nothing  but  trouble  before  you.     My  information 
'  <;omes  from  the  beft  authority  in  Great  Briiaifu     I  was 

allowed 
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fidl  from  thfnce  for  the  Havannah,  the  New  Englanders, 
whofe  health  had  been  much  imp^fed  by  fervicc  and 
Ac  cKmate,  were  fent  off  in  three  fhips,  to  their  na- 
tive country  for  recovery.  Before  they  had  completed 
riieir  voyage,  they  found  themfelves  reftored,  ordered 
the  fhips  about,  fleered  immediately  for  the  Havannah, 
arrived  when  the  Britifh  were  too  much  reduced  to  ex- 
peft  fuccefs,  and  by  their  junftion  ferved  to  immorta- 
lize afrfcfh,  the  glorious  firft  of  Auguft,  old  ftile,  in 
the  furrender  of  the  place  on  diat  memorable  day :  they 
exhibited,  at  the  fame  time,  the  moft  fignal  evidence 
of  devotednefs  to  the  parent  ftate.  Their  fidelity,,  ac- 
tivity, and  courage,  were  fuch  as  to  gain  the  approba- 
tion and  confidence  of  the  Britifh  officers  ♦. 

As  to  the  religious  part  of  the  plan,  recoUeft  what  has 
been  already  mentioned  of  archbifhop  Seeker ;  car^lly 
•perufe  Dr.  Mayhew's  noted  anfwer  topneof  hispuWica* 
tions,  and  what  is  related  concerning  him  in  the  coUedion 
of  papers  above  quoted ;  and  you  wiD  fcarce  doubt,  **  but 
that  it  was  the  metropolitan's  intention  to  reduce  all, the 
Britifh  colonics  under  epifcopal  authority/'  Remember 
ialfo,  that  the  bifhop  of  Landaffin  his  fermon  rf  1766, 
aflures  us,  that  the  eftabliflment  of  epjtofpacy  bein^  ob- 
tained, ^*  the  American  church  will  go  out  of  its  inftnt 
ftate  J  be  able  to  fland  upon  its  own  legs ;  ^md,  without 
foreign  help,  fupport  and  fpread  itfclf;  and  then  this  fo- 
cieiy  will  be  hrmght  to  the  baffy  ijfue  intended^,  Mr» 
"Whitefield  faid  upon  it,  in  his  letter  to  Dr.  JXi»lii^ 
"  fuppofing  his  lordfhip's  afTertions  true,  then  I  fear  jc 
Vill  follow,  that  a  fociety,  which  fihce  its  firft  ipftitittiMt. 

*  From  Brooke  Woodcock  cfq.  of  Saffron  Waldcn,  trtio  fovtl  at 
the  takin£^  of  Belleifle,  Martinico,  and  the  Havannah^ 
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hath  been  looked  upon  ai  d  fiekty  for  pt^pagatif^  tie 
gofpd^  hath  been  all  the  t^^hile  rather  a  fidety  for  propa^ 
gating  epifcopacy  infortipt  partsJ'  » 

This  letter  will  cloft  with  a  few  more  articles  of 
information.       Among    the    original    inftrudtionj    to 
Benning  Wentworth  efq;   governor  of  New  Ihmpfinre^ 
figned  June  30th  176 1,  the  27th  fays,  "  You  are  not 
to  give  your  aflent  to,  or  pafs  any  law  impofing  du- 
ties on  negroes  imported  into  Nem  Hampjhire  :**  Ibmc  of 
the  colonies  were  for  difcoura^ng  the  introduftion  of 
negroes  j  for  which  purpofe  they  wifhed  to  lay  a  duty 
upon  them.     The  69  th   contains  the  following  direc- 
tion, "  No  fchool-mafter  to  be  henceforth  permitted  to   r 
come  from  England  vnxhovit  the  licence  of  the  bifhop;  / 
iuid  lid  other  perfon  now  there,  or  that  fliall  come  frcAi  ' 
<)tker  pmiy  fliall  be  adnnitted  to  keep  fchool  without 
yodr  Utfence  firft  obtained/' 

A   law  paifed  in  the  Majfacbufetts  entitled,  ^•A^i?^ 
aft  to  incorporate   certain  perfons,  by  the  name  cf  Feb, 
Itbi  JMity  for  promo fing  CbriJHan  Knowledge  among  the 
JiuSms  U  North  America  I   but  was  difallowed  at  the  ^ 
court  of  St.  James's  the  aoth  of  May  1763.    Mr.  Ji^  : 
^per  A&udait  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Bowdoin  of  April  % 
vfS^  -writes,  "  So  k>ng  ago  as  the  10th  of  I^ecembtf, 
1 V9M  told  at  the  plantati(>n  ofRce,  dutt  this  ad  was  op*- 
'p6fed  by  the  afchbilhop  and  the  focierjr  for  propagating 
the  gf^pel.    Mr.  Pownatl  told  me,  that  the  bill  would 
not  pafs  J  that  the  lords  would  not  difpute  the  laudabfer 
ftrfs  of  the  defign,  but  there  were  political  reafonj  i(x 
not  confirming  it;  that  the  people  might  apply  the  itto- 
ney  to  oppofe  the  miffionaries  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land.    I  anfwered,  I  wifhed  that  the  fociety  for  propa* 

I-'  2  gating 


I 


14$  T  H  fi     H  I  S  TO  R  Y     O  F     T  H  E 

gating  the  gofpel  had  employed  their  miffionarics  more 
among  the  Indians,   than  they  had  hitherto  doyic  in 
North  America.^'    From  what  paffed,  the  real  reafons 
'for  difallowing  the  bill  may  be  gathered* 
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* '  ^3*  Tk  JT  ^.  Ifrael  Mauduity  the  Majfacbufetts  agent,  gave  early 
^^  notice  of  the  miniftcrial  intentions  to  tax  .the  co- 
lonies  ;  but  the  general  court  not  being  called  together 
till  the  latter  end  of  the  year,  inftruftions  to  the  agcnt> 
though  folicited  by  him,  could  not  be  fent  in  feafon. 

n^i*-  The  houfe  of  reprefentatives  came  to  the  following 
Tefolutions— •"  That  the  fole  right  of  giving  and  grant- 
ing the  money  of  the  people  of  that  province,  was 
vefted  in  them  as  their  legal  reprefentatfves ;  and  that; 
the  impofition  of  duties  and  taxes  by  the  parliament  <^ 
Great  Britain ji  J  Mpon  a  people  who  are  not  reprefented 
in  the  houfe  of  commons,  is  abfolutel^  irrecoocikable 
with  their  rights/'—"  That  no  man  can  juftly  take  tbc 
4>roperty  of  another  without  his  confentj  i^pon  wfaicti 
original  principle,  the  right  of  reprefentation  in  the 
iame  body  which  exefcifcs  the  power  of  making  Uw9 
.for  levying  taxes,  one  of  the  main  pillars  of  the.  Brii^b 
^onjiitutioriy  is  evidently  founded."' 

Thcfc 
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"^  Thefe  rdbltftions  were  occafioncd  by  intelligence  of 
what  had  been  done  in  the  Britifh  honfe  of  commons^^ 
It  had  been  there  debated  in  March,  whedier  they  hadii 
a  rigbi  to  tax  the  Americans  they  not  being  i-eprefented, 
and  determined  unanimoufly  in  the  affirmative.    Not  a 
fingle  perfon  prefent  ventured  to  controvert  the  right^: 
Soon  after,  the  fugar  or  molaffes  adt  was  pafled :  and  April 
^*  it  is  certainly  true,  that  till  then,  no  aft  avowedly  for  ^^ 
the  purpofe  pf  revenue,  and  with  the  ordinary  tide  and 
recital  taken  together,  is  found  in  the  ftatute  book.     All 
before  flood  on  commercial  regulation  and  reflraints  *.'*  • 
It  is  ftiled  **  an  aft  for  granting  certain  duties  in  the 
Britifh  colonies  and  plantations  in  America,  for  conti- . 
nuing  amending  and  making  perpetual  an  a6l:  paffed' 
in  the  fixth  year  of  George  the  fecond,  (entided  an  aft 
for  the  better  fecuring  and  encouraging  the  trade  of 
his  m^efly's  colonies  in  America)  for  applying  the  pro- 
duce of  fuch  duties,  fcf^."     From  its  perpetuating  the 
fugar  adt  of  George  II.  it  is  called  the  fugar  or  mo- 
laffes adl.     It  runs  thus,  «  Whereas  it  is  expedient,  that 
new  provifions  and  regulations  fhould  be  eflablifhed  in 
improving  the  revenue  of  this  kingdom,  and  for  ex- 
tending and  fecuring  the  navigation  and  commerce  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  your  majefly's  dominions  in 
America — And   whereas  it  is  jufl  and  .necefTary,  that 
a  revenue  be  raifed  in  America  for  defraying  the  expences 
of  defending,  protefting,  and  fecuring  the  fame— We 
the  commons,  iic.  toward  raifing  the  fame,  give  and 
grant  unto  your  majefly  after  the  29th  of  September 
1764,  upon  clayed  fugar,  indigo  and  coffee  of  foreignf 
produce— upon   all   wines    except  French — upon   all 

^  Mr.  Burke's  fpccch  on  American  taxation,  April  19,  1774. 

L  3  wrought 
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gating  t;he  gofpel  had  employed  their  mifEonaries  more 
among  the  Indians,  than  they  had  hitherto  dope  in 
North  America^'    From  what  paffed,  the  real  rcafons 
-for  difallowing  the  bill  may  be  gathered^ 
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Roxhury^  Dec.  24,  ijyi* 

•  ■  .     *.  X .  '.     » . 

MR.  I/i-ael  Mauduity  the  Maffachujetts  agent,  gaye  early 
notice  of  the  miniftcrial  intentions  to  tax  thp  co- 
lonies ;  but  the  general  court  not  being  caUed  together 
till  the  latter  end  of  the  year,  inftruftions  to  the  agcnt> 
though  folicited  by.  him,  could  not  be  fent  in  feaibn. 
n^\*  The  houfe  of  reprefentatives  came  to  die  following 
refolutions— ^^  That  the  fole  right  of  giving  and  grant- 
ing the  money  of  the  people  of  that  produce,  was 
veiled  in  them  as  then-  legal  reprefentatives ;  and  that 
the  impofition  of  duties  and  taxes  by  the  parliament  of 
Great  Britain»j)Lipon  a  people  who  are  not  repreicnted 
in  the  houfe  of  commons,  is  abfolutelf  irrecoocileable 
with  their  rights." — "  That  no  man  can  juftly  take  the 
.property  of  another  without  his  confentj  upon  wfaicli 
original  principle,  the  right  of  reprefentation  in  the 
.fame  body  which  exercifes  the  power  of  making  laws 
.for  levying  taxes,  one  of  the  main  pillars  of  the.  hr^^ 
^QyiJiitHtioriy  is  evidently  founded."' 
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^  Thefe  rcfoliftions  were  occafioned  by  intelligence  of 
what  had  been  done  in  the  Britilh  houfe  of  commons^ 
It  had  been  there  debated  in  March,  whether  they  had  '• 
a  right  to  tax  the  Americans  they  not  being  reprefented, 
and  determined  unanimoufly  in  the  affirmative.  Not  a 
fingle  perfon  prefent  ventured  to  controvert  the  right. 
Soon  after,  the  fugar  or  molafles  a£t  was  pailed :  and  April 
^'  it  is  certainly  true,  that  till  then,  no  aft  avowedly  for  5* 
the  purpofe  pf  revenue,  and  with  the  ordinary  title  and 
recital  taken  together,  is  found  in  the  ftatute  book;  All 
before  flood  on  commercial  regulation  and  reftraints  *." 
It  is  ftiled  ^^  an  aft  for  granting  certain  duties  in  the 
Britilh  colonies  and  plantations  in  America,  for  conti* 
nuing  amending  and  making  perpetual  an  aft  pafied' 
in  the  fixth  year  of  George  the  fccond,  (entided  an  aft 
for  the  better  fecuring  and  encouraging  the  trade  of 
his  mjgefty's  colonies  in  America)  for  applying  the  pro- 
duce of  fuch  duties,  fcf^."  From  its  perpetuating  the 
fugar  aft  of  George  IL  it  is  called  the  fugar  or  mo- 
laflcs  aft*  It  runs  thus,  "  Whereas  it  is  expedient,  that 
new  provifions  and  regulations  fliould  be  eftablifhed  in 
improving  the  revenue  of  this  kingdom,  and  for  ex- 
tending and  fecuring  the  navigation  and  commerce  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  your  majefty's  dominions  in 
\  America — And  whereas  it  is  juft  and  neceffary,  that 
5  a  revenue  be  raifed  in  America  for  defraying  the  expences 
^  of  defending,  protefting,  and  fecuring  the  fame— Wc 
(  the  commons,  6?r.  toward  raifmg  the  fame,  give  and 
•  grant  unto  your  majefty  after  the  29th  of  September 
1764,  upon  clayed  fugar,  indigo  and  coffee  of  foreignr 
.    produce — ^upon   all   wines    except  French — upon   all 

*  Mr,  Burke's  fpccch  on  American  taxation,  April  19,  1774. 
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vfTougbt  filkft>  Bengals  ud  ftuB  orwcod  wkh  filk  of 
Per&i»  C}|iii9»  or  £aft-In^  miuiufa&qjre-^rand  all  cal« 
Ucots  ptln(ed»  piinted>  or  ftained  there  (certain  fjpta^. 
fiftd  dutie8)i««-upQn  erery  golbii  of  mola0es  and  finips^ 
kcmg  the  produce  of  a  colony  not  under  due  dominion 
of  his  majefty,  the  fum  of  three-pencN— the  monies 
arifing,  after  charges  c^  railing,  coUeAing,  (^f.  arc  to 
ba  paid  iftto  the  receipt  of  his  majefly*s  Exchequer.^ 
fkali  be  entered  feparate,  and  be  referved  to  be  di^fed 
of  by  pariianncnt,  toward  defraying  the  neccflary  ex- 
penee^  of  defending  &ff.  the  Bridih  colonies."  The 
irording  of  the  aft  might  induce  the  colonics  to  view 
it  as  the  beginning  of  forrows  5  and  they  might  fear 
that  dicparliament  Would  go  on  in  charging  them  with 
luch  taxes  as  it  pkafed^  for  fuch  military  for^  as  it 
fhould  think  prc^n  This  iU  pn^peft  feemed  to 
the  Americans^  boundleis  in  extent^  and  endlefs  in  du-* 
raddm 

Theydbjefted  not  to  tht^  parltameni^s  Hgk  $/  bfj^ 
4u$ids  tu  rignUifi  comment :  but  the  rigbf  of  taxing  Aim 
was  not  admitted.  The  minifierial  plan^  fenc  to  Mr^ 
Shkley  in  17549  occafioned  much  converiktion  on  the 
fubjefty  and  the  common  opinion  was,  that  the  parlja*^ 
nnent  covild  not  tax  them,  till  duly  reprelbnted  in  that 
body,  hecaufe  it  was  not  juft,  nor  agreeable  to  the  na^^ 
ture  €^  the  Engtifli  oonftitudon.  But  diou^  few  or. 
none  were  wilfing  to  admit  the  rigbii  the  generalicf 
Ferfi  cautious  how  d^  denied  the  pawer,  or  die  obit* 
gation  to  fubmit  on  the  part  of  the  AmericaiiSy  when 
ih?  pQwqr  was  exercifed.  £ve<i  Mr.  Otis  tells  us^  ^*  We 
onift  tq^  ou^  to  yield  obedienge  to  ag  a(ft  of  paidi^ 

.     wcnt^ 
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mcftt,  tiiough  erroneous,  till  repealed  *.**  "  The  pcfwer 
of  parliament  is  uncontrollable,  but  by  themielves,  and 
we  muil  obey.  There  would  be  an  end  of  all  :gOYem^ 
ment,  if  one  or  a  number  of  fubordinate  provinces 
fhould  take  upon  themfelves,  ib  far  to  judge  of  die 
juftice  of  an  ad  of  parliament,  as  to  refufe  obedience 
to  it*  If  there  was  nothing  elfe  to  reftrain  fucha  ftep» 
prudence  ought  to  do  it,  for  forcibly  refilling  the  par-f 
]  liament  and  the  king's  laws  is  high  treaion,  There« 
f.  fore  let  the  parliament  lay  what  burthens  they  pkaft 
l;  upon  us,  we  muft,  it  is  our  duty  to  fubmit,  and  ptti« 
i  cntly  to  bear  them,  till  they  will  be  pleafed  to  idievte 
us  f."  He  went  fo  far  as  to  publifh,  «  It  is  certain  that 
the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  has  a  juft  and  equitabk 
right,  power  and  authority,  to  impofe  taxes  on  the  co* 
lonies,  internal  and  external,  on  lands  as  well  as  oil 
trade  %J"  f '  The  fupreme  legiflative  reprefents  the  wk^ 
fbciety  or  community,  as  well  the  dominions  .as  die 
ceakn.  This  is  implie4  in  the  idea  of  a  fupreme  * 
power;  and  if  the  parliament  had  not  fuch  an  autho<- 
rity,  the  colonies  would  be  independent  §."  But  die 
two  lail  quotations  were  extorted  from  him,.throu^ 
fear  of  being  called  to  an  account  for  the  part  he  had 
a6ted,  or  for  what  he  had  before  advanced-  in  princ^ 
converfadon,  or  debate.  His  firft  pamphlet,  ^be  rigbii 
iff  the  British  coltmiesy  which  had  been  twice  read  over 
in  the  houfe  of  aflcmbly  within  the  fpace  of  five  days^ 
I  diough  guanled  by  fome  exprefiions,  had  a  ilrongltn^ 
dency  to  excite  a  powerful  oppofition  to  minifterial 
}.    plans ;  efpecially  where  he  fays,  "  I  cannot  but  obfer^ce 

*  Otis's  Rights  of  the  Britilh  Colonies,  p.  57.  f  Ibid.  p.  59, 

%  His  Vindication  of  the  Britiih  Colonies,,  p.  4.      ^  tbid.  p.  2  x . 
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here,  that  if  the  parliament  have  an  equitable  right  ta 
tax  our  trade,  it  is  indifputablc,  that  they  have  as  good^ 
a  one  to  tax  the  lands  and  every  thing  elfe.  There  is 
no  foundation  for  the  diftindtion  fomc  make  in  Eng- 
land, between  an  internal  and  external  tax  on  the  colo- 
nies */'  Thefe  expreffions  could  not  but  fpread  a  ge- 
neral alarm  through  the  country,  and  inflame  every 
planter  againft  parliamentary  taxation.  The  houfe  had 
fo  high  an  opinion  of  this  pamphlet,  that  they  ordered 
it  to  be  fcnt  over  to  Mr.  Mauduit  with  a  letter,  wherein 
they  ihftrufted  him  to  ufe  his  endeavours  to  obtain  a 
repeal  of  the  fugar  aft,  and  to  exert  himfelf  to  prevent 
^  ftamp  aft,  of  any  other  impofitions  and  taxes,  upon 
tKls  and  the  other  American  provinces.  They  do  not 
appear  to  have  made  any  particular  objeftion  to  the 
term  revenue  introduced  into  the  fugar  aft ;  but  to  have 
confined  their  objeftions  to  the  laying  on  of  the  duty, 
when  they  were  not  reprefented. 

The  aft  difgufted  the  more,  becaufe  of  its*  being  fo 
unfeafonable.  The  duties  were  to  be  paid  in  fpecie, 
while  the  old  means  of  procuring  it  were  cut  off.  The 
miniftry,  refolved  to  prevent  fmuggling,  obliged  all  fea 
officers  ftationed  on  the  American  coafts,  to  aft  in  the 
capacity  of  the  meaneft  revenue  officers,  making  them 
fubmit  to  the  ufual  cuftom-houfe  oaths  and  regulations 
for  that  purpofe.  This  proved  a  great  grievance  to  the 
American  merchants  and  traders.  Gentlemen  of  the 
navy  were  unacquainted  with  cuftom-houfe  laws.  Many 
illegal  feizures  were  made.  No  redrefe  could  be  had 
but  from  Britain ;  which  it  was  tedious  and  difficult  tQ 
obtain,     Befide,  the  American  trade  with  the  Spaniar^s^ 

f  Otis'^  Ri^to  of  ^  3xitilh  Colonics,  p.  ej* 
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by  which  the  Britifh  manufaftures  were  vended  ii| 
return  (for  gold  and  filver  in  coin  or  bullion,  cochi-. 
neal,  6?^.  as  o'ccafion  ferved)  was  almoft  deftroyed  in- 
ftantly,  by  the  armed  fhips  under  die  new  regula- 
tions. The  trade  was  not  literally  and  ftri6lly  accord- 
ing  to  law,  but  highly  beneficial ;  and  a  thorough 
ftatefman  would  have  declined  employing  his  owu 
navy  in  criifhing  it.  The  trade  alfo  from  the  north- 
ern colonies  with  the  French  WeJl^India  iflands  was 
nearly  fupprefled.  Thefe  irritating  meafurc^  flrcngdi- 
cned  the  oppofition  to  the  fugar  a6L 

The  Majfacbufetts  affembly^  who  were  the  firft  repre-  June 
'  fentadve  body  that  took  the  aft  into  confideradon,  or-  '^* 
'    dered,  that  Mr,  Otis  and  four  others  of  the  houfe  Ihould 
.    be  a  committee  in  the  recefs  of  the  court,  to  write  to 
)    the  other  governments,  and  acquaint  them  with  the  in- 
)^   ilrudlions  voted  to  be  fent  to  their  agent;  and  that  the 
\    faid  committee,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  houie, 
\    ihould  dcfire  the  feveral  affemblies  on  the  continent  to 
\  join  with  them  in  the  fame  meafures.     The  committee 
t    ^tended  to  the  bufinefs :  and  the  end  propofed  by  it 
S    was  anfwered  :  committees  were  moreover  appointed  by 
t    divers  other  colonies  to  correfpond  with  the  feveral  afiem- 
\    blies,  or  committees  of  affemblies  on  the  continent.  Thus 
V  ^  new  kind  of  correlpondence  was  opened  between  the  co- 
lonies, tending  to  unite  them  in  their  operations  againil 
minifterial  encroachments  on  their  privileges ;  and  which 
proved  of  great  advantage  to  them  afterward. 

At  the  next  feffion  a  committee  was  appointed  to  con-  qo. 
fider  the  ftate  of  the  province,  as  it  might  be  affedted,  ^4- 
by  certain  duties  and  taxes  laid  and  propofed  to  be  laid 
by  adts  of  parliament  upon  the  colonies.  The  confequencc 
was^  ^  conimittee  of  tlie  council  and  houfe  to  prepare  an 

jtddrefs 
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addicfi  16  the  parikttnefit.  The  Ueoteimt  gwsmoi^ 
Mr.  Hutibk^imy  'who  was  of  the  touncil,  was  diumun, 
but  declined  dra^^ing  up  any.  Several  weit  prdpofM, 
iR^iich  exprefled  m  <b«iig  loms  an  eindufitt  Hg^tin  tte 
aflfemfofy  «>  infipofe  ttaes.  He  urged  the  indecency  aikl 
bad  pdky,  iirfMk  they  had  the  refolutims  of  die  hoofe 
tf  commons  befbre  diemj  ^  fending  an  addreft  aflert- 
mg,  in  etpreft  wonfo,  die  dined  contrary.  Many  diyt 
having  been  Q)ent  tipon  the  bufinefi,  at  thedefite<)f  the 
commitfee^  he  thtrfted  an  addrefi>  'which  confidered  the 
Jole  power  of  taxation  as  an  indu^nce  of  whick  l)iey 
prated  the  c(mtiRe6nce>  and  it  was  unanimvfy  ^gnetd 
tS.  The  petition  doeft  not  intimate  die  leafl:  deniri  ik 
die  ri^dl  parliament  to  xxk  them ;  but  tets  JR>idi  the 
ytipoliey  of  die  k\^  and  the  hardfiiips  brtw^  upim 
the  petidoners^  and  {mys  thatdiey maybe  ftlievtd  finMn 
the  burdens  brought  upon  them  by  the  iugar  aft$  that 
the  prit3eges  of  the  colonies  reladve  t6  dieir  internal 
taxes^  which  they  have  fe  long  ei^ed,  may  be  ftill 
continued  $  or  that  die  confideradon  of  fuch  taxes  ai 
are  prdpofed  tt>  be  laid  upon  the  ccdonies^  may  be  tt^ 
Serred^  nndl  the  petidoners,  in  conjundion  wirii  the 
other  gerremments^  can  have  an  opportunity  to  make  a 
full  reprcfentation  of  the  ftate  and  condition  of  the  co- 
Ionics,  and  the  intettft  of  Great  Britain  with  ri^;ard  to 
diem.  The  proceeding  of  die  general  court  was  np^ 
proved  of  out  of  dt>ors,  until  dicropy  of  the  Ne9  TWk 
addrefs  was  received,  which  was  Ho  high,  that  many  of 
the  fiiends  of  Bberty  were  mordfied  at  their  o#n  con- 
duft,  and  if  poffibfe  wotild\gladly  have  recAlIed  dieir 
own  doings  ♦. 

*  Mr/Hatcbinfon*!  letter  of  Mudi  t»  1766^ 

The 
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The  Mafladnxfett's  petitstoQ  tras  forwarded  by  gover-  Nor. 
nor  Bernard^  «aid  accoo^anied  irith  a  letter  to  lord  ^ 
Halifa^ty  iiiivhtch  he  wrote»  '^  Maflfadxufetts  is  the  onlf 
ooe  of  the  old  colonies^  tbac  I  know  of»  that  enjofi  t 
fpecie  currency.     This  r^e6b  great  honor  upon  the, 
province  itfelf,  as  it  is  a  great  inftance  of  their  prudence;, 
who  took  hokl  of  a  fingukr  opportunity  to  deftroy  their 
paper  HV^ney^  which  other  colooies  who  had  it  equally      ^ 
in  their  power  ne^fbed.    But  I  fear,  that  if  the  great 
fuoiSy  which  are  expe^ed  to  be  rai&d  in  America  are 
to  be  tranfported  to  Great  Britain,  there  will  fbon  be  air 
end  of  the  fpecie  currency  of  die  Maflachufetts ;  which 
will  be  followed  by  a  total  difcouragement  for  odier 
provinces  to  attempt  the  fame  in  future.   In  which  cafe> 
perpetual  paper  money,  the  very  negative  power  o£ 
riches,  ^U  be  ^  portion  of  America.''    After  arguing 
^gainft  the  duties,   from  America's  being  unable,  6r 
want  of  a  fuffident  fpecie  currency,  to  pay  them  with-» 
out  b^ng  drained  of  their  fpecie,  as  it  would  require  m 
dead  ftpck  of  three  years  value  of  the  annual  income 
of  the  revenujes^  he  added,  "  If  due  care  be  taken  to 
confine  the  fak  of  manufactures  and  European  goods 
(except  what  fhaljl  be  permitted)  to  Great  Britain  tnif^ 
all  the:  profits  of  the  American  foreign  trade  will  aecd& 
jarily  centre  in  Great  Britain ;  and  therefore  if  the  firft 
purpofe  is  well  fecured,  the  foreign  American  trade  is 
the  trade  of  Great  Britain.    The  ai^mentadon  and  di-^ 
mimition,  the  exten&n  and  reftridion,  the  profit  and 
lof^  of  it  aU,  fuially  comes  home  to  the  mother  country* 
It  is  the  intereft  of  Great  Britain,  diat  the  trade  to  both 
i    the  Spanifh  and  French  Wcfl  Indies  fhould  be  encou- 
l   .^^ged  as  much  as  may  well  be,  and  the  Britifh  Weft 
?;  $  Indies 
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Indies  fhould  be  taught  that  equitable  maxim.  Jive  and 
let  live.''  It  appeared  to  be  the  decided  opinion  of  the 
gpvernor,  that  the  fending  home  the  produce  of  the 
duties  and  taxes  propofed,  would  take  from  the  Ame- 
ricans the  means  of  trade,  and  render  it  impradbicable 
for  them  to  make  remittances  to  Great  Britain. 

The  Virginia  council  and  houfe  of  burgeffes  peti- 
tioned the  king,  prefented  a  memorial  to  the  houfe  of 
lords,  and  remonftrated  to  the,  houfe  of  commons.  New 
Torky  Rhode  IJlandy  &c.  petitioned.  The  New  Terk  pe- 
tition was  conceived  in  fuch  ftrong  terms,  and  deemed 
fo  inflammatory,  that  their  agent  could  not  prevail  on 
any  one  member  of  the  houfe  to  prefcnt  it. 

The  colonies  denied  i^t parliamentary  right  of  taxation 
many  months  before  any  member  of  the  Britifh  parlia- 
ment uttered  a  finglc  fyllable  to  that  purpofe :  and  the 
American  oppofition  to  the  ftamp-a<3:  was  fully  formed 
before  it  was  known  by  the  colonifts,  that  their  caufe 
was  elpoufcd  by  any  man  of  note  at  home,  as  Britain 
is  filled. 

Befide  the  colonial  proceedings  related  above,  it  muft 
be  noted,  that  the  inhabitants  of  feveral  places  met  and 
agreed,  not  to  buy  any  clothing  (they  could  do  without) 
which  was  not  of  their  own  manufafturing.  Divers 
affociations  alfo  were  formed,  all  of  whom  refolved  to 
confume  as  few  Britifh  manufaftures  as  poffible. 

The  raifing  of  a  revenue  from  the  molaffes  trade,  and 
a  fund  to  defray  the  expences  of  defending  the  colonies, 
were  in  contemplation  nine  years  before  *  5  but  the  refo- 
lutions  taken  by  the  houfe  of  commons,  in  the  be- 

•  Mr.  agent  Bollan's  Icttcn  of  that  date  to  the  Maflachufctt'4 
general  court* 

ginnmg 
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ginning  of  this  year>  might  be  forwarded  by  Mr.  Hujke^ 
an  American^  a  native  of  Port/mouth  in  New  Hampjhire^ 
who  a  (hort  time  before  obtained  a  feat  in  parliament. 
Inftead  of  Handing  forth  a  firm  advocate  for  the  coun- 
try which  gave  him  birth,  he  officioufly  propofed  to  the 
houfe,  laying  a  tax  on  the  colonies,  that  fhould  annually 
amount  to  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  which 
he  declared  they  were  well  able  to  pay :  and  he  was 
heard  with  great  joy  and  attention  *.  He  or  fome  other, 
.recoUeding  that  a  ftamp  a6t  was  talked  of  by  the  com- 
miffioners  at  Albany,  in  1754,  might  fugged  that  mode 
of  taxing,  for  whatever  was  thought,  the  Jlamp-a£l  was 
not  originally  Mr.  Grenville's  f . 

The  difpofition  to  tax  the  Americans^  unlels  tii^y 
•would  tax  themfelves  equal  to  the  wifties  of  the  miniftry, 
was  undoubtedly  ftrengthened  by  the  reports  of  their 
.gaiety  and  luxury,  which  reached  the  mother  country : 
it  was  alfo  faid,  that  the  planters  lived  like  princes, 
while  the  inhabitants  of  Britain  labored  hard  for  a 
•tolerable  fubfiftence.  The  officers  lately  returned,  re- 
prefented  them  as  rich,  wealthy,  and  even  overgrown 
in  fortune.  Their  opinion  might  arife  from  obferva- 
'tions  made  in  the  American  cities  and  towns  during  the 
war,  while' large  fums  were  fpent  in  tlie  country,  for  the 
Support  of  fleets^  and  armies.  American /prodyftions 
were  then  in  great  demand,  and  trade  flouriflied, :  The 
people,  naturally  generous  and  hofpitable,  having 
a  number  of  firangers  among  them,  indulged  them- 

•  Mr.  Sayre's  letter  to  captain  Sear*  of  New  York,  dated  Lofidoii 
7^1  of  February,  1764. 

+  Mr»  Jackfon's  letter  to  Iiegtcnant  governor  Hutchinfon,  Decexnbcr 
z6p  1765.  ...... 

felves 
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fdves  in  manjr  tincommcMi  expchciw*  Whetttbe  war 
<vra»  terminated,  and  diey  had  n6  &rdie(p  af^prdienfidii 
df  danger,,  the  power  of  the  lace  enemy  ki  the  ktfiintrf 
being  toMy  htoken-^^Madai  and  the  back  lands  to  idie 
•Vei^  banks  of  the.Ais^$^;  widt  the  FkrukSy  being  ceded 
to  Great  Britam—k  was  thought  they  totdd  not  wefl 
make  too  muchof  thoife  who  had  fo  contribunrdtO'tineir 
ftcurity.  Pardy  to  do  honor  to  them,  and  partly,  it  is  to 
be  fea^d,  to  gratify  their  own  pridfe,  they  added  to  their 
ihow  ei  phto,  by  borromng  of  neighbours,  and  maiit 
«  great  pamdc  of  riches  in  tfieir  feveral  entertainment*. 
The  plenty  and  variety  of  provifion  and  liquors,  enabled 
them  to  flirnifh  out  an  elegant  table  at  a  owiparativelf 
triffing  esspcme.      ' 

Mr.  GriftvHl/s  intended  ftamp^aft  was  communica^gd 
to  the  American  agents.  Many  of  them  did  not  Oppi^fe 
it.  Half  their  number  were  placemen,  or  dependent  oa 
die  miniftry^  Mr.  Jofepb  SherwoBdy  an  honeft  cpxtkm^ 
agent  fbr  Rbcdd  tjknd^  refufed  his^  a^fencfio  AHfidka^ 
being  taxed  by  z  Britifh  parliament.  Mr.  MauMtr^ 
Maffiurhufetts  agent,  &TOt«d  the  railing  of  the  waimd 
money  by  a  ftamp  duty,  as  it  would  occafion  le&  eB&- 
pence  of  officers,  and  would  include  the  Weft  IndfH 
iflands.  But  die  fcheme  was  poftponed,  and  the 
agents  audiori2ed  to  inform  the  American  affamblkit 
diat  they  were  at  liberty  to  fuggeft  any  odier  w;^  of 
nifing  monies;  and  that  Mr.  Granville  was  ready^  to 
receiTe  propofals  for  ^y  other  tax,  that^mi^  be  eqi»* 
vaknt  in  its  produce  to  the  ftamp-^ax.  The  cofeniea 
feemcd  to  confider  it  as  an  affront,  •  rather  than  a  eom* 
pfimcnt^  He  would  not  have  been  content  with  any 
diing  (hort  of  a  certain  fpecific  fum,  and  pxo^tr  fundi 

for 
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for  the  payment  of  it.    Had  not  the  fums  beeo  aoiWcc^ 

able  to  his  wifliess  he  woidd  have  rejeded  them^  and 

he  would  fcarce  have  been  fatisfied   with  lefk  thari 

300,0001.  per  annum,  which  was  judged  abfolutely  ic* 

ceflary  to  defray  the  whole  expcnce  of  the  army  pro* 

pofed  for  the  defence  of  America :  he.  naight  rather  bore 

cxgedted  that  it  fhould  amount  to  what  Mr.  Hujke  had 

7   mentioned.     No  fatisfaftory  pfopofals  being  made,  he 

;'   adhered  to  his  purpofe  of  bringing  forward  the  ftamp- 

^  1^,  though  repeatedly  prefled  by  iomt  of  his  fnends  to 

h  defil^  while  he  might  have  done  it  with  honor.    Bkb* 

t  ard  Jackfon  eiq;  had  been  cho&n  agent  for  the  Mafik* 

I  chufetts;  he  with  Mr*  hgerJoU^  Mr.  Garth y  and  Mn 

I  Franklin  J  lately  come  from  Philadelphia,  waited  on  Mr* 

GrmrnlUj  the  fccond  of  February,  1765,  by  dcfirc  of  i75j. 

ihc  Golonial  agents,  to  remonftratc  againft  the  ftamp*  |[^^* 

bill,  and  to  propoie  diat  in  cafe  any  tax  muft  be  laid 

upon  America,  the  feveral  colonies  might  be  permitted 

to  la^  the  tax  themfelves.    At  this  interview  Mr.  Jack^ 

Jim  opened  his  mind  freely  on  the  fubjeft;   and  Mn 

^FrankSn,  as  muft  be  fuppofed,  mentioned  that  he  had 

U:  ia  inftniftion  from  the  aflembly  of  Pennjyivania,  to 

afiure  the  miniftry,  that  they  ihould  alway  think  it  their 

duty  to  grant  fuch  aids  to  the  crown,  as  were  fuitabic 

to  their  dxcumftances,  whenever  called  for  in  the  ufual 

conftitutional  manner.     Mr.  Grenville  however,  perti^- 

S.  nacioufly  adhered  to  his  own  opinions ;  and  faid,  that 

I  he  had  pledged  his  word  far  offering  the  ftamp^bill  to  the 

^.  hoi(/i,  and  that  the  houfe  would  hear  their  objeAions^ 

/   &c.  &c. 

I  *  The  bill  wa^  brought  in ;  and  on  the  firft  reading, 
\  Mr.  Charies  Tgwnfend  fpoke  in  it&  favon  He  took  no- 
l  tice 
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tkex>f  ieveraldiings  ttu^  colonel J^^rrd^  had  fiudih  Iiiil 
%eec{ragsunft  itf'«ndthei¥  concluded  n&di  die  fi:d}oW^ 
itig :  or*"*  like  words : . " .  And  now  vsjdll  dicfe  AaerkoBf^ 
cinlcb^en'  planted  by  oisr  care ;  nouriflked  up  bjr  oui^  m^ 
du%enoe,  undl  they  arc  grown  to  s^.degree  o£ih«mgth 
and  opulence ;  and  ]prote6fced  by  our  anm ;  will :  dicjr 
grudge  to  contribute  theu*  mite,;Xo  rdievc  us  £tom..|he 
heavy  weight  of  that  burden  wHch.we  lie  under??.:  :rn 
-  On  this  oolonel  Bisrrexoity  and  after  expiainiiiefiinEie 
pafl&ges  in  his  ^seech^  took.upv^r.  ^(yutmjeni^^\ oisa^ 
diiding  words  in  a  tnoft  ipinted.and  inixnitabfe;  matao^ 
&ying>  *^  ^ey^ planted  ly  y6uR  cdre  7  No,  yoitf  op» 
fiieflicms.  planted  them  in  America.  They  fted  from: your 
tjrranny,  to  a  then  uncultivated  ahd  unho^itable .  coim^ 
try,  .where  they  expofcd  themfdves  to.ahnoft  all  the 
hardihips  ta  which  human  nature  is.  Hable ;  and  among 
others,  to  the  cruelties  of  a/avage  foe,  the  mofi;  fiibtib^ 
'said  I  will  take  upon  me  to  iay,  (lie  moll:  formidable  of 
aay  people  upon  the  face  of  Qod'«.e$ftbi  and  ye^  «c^ 
tuatedby  principles  of  true  Ejiglilh.libefty,  .they  mcit 
all  hardfhips  with.pteaTure,  compared  with  thofe  iiwjr 
fufiered  in  dieir  own  country,  fi-om  the  hands  of  thofe 
thatfhould  have  been  their  friends.— 21^^  nour^beiiip 
ly  YOUR  indulgence  I  They  grew  by  your  ne^& -of 
them.  As  foon  as  you  began  to  care  about  them,  that 
care  was  exercifed  in  fending  perfons  to  rule  them,  in 
one  department  and  another,  who  were,  perhaps,  the 
•deputies  of  deputies  to  fome  members^  .of  this  houfe, 
4ent  to  fpy  out  their  liberties,  to  mifrepreicnt  tj^eit^ac*- 
tions,  and  to  prey  upon  them— men^^  whofe  behaviouwA 
many  occafions,  has  caufed  the  blood  of  tbofe^iwr  ef 
Merty  m*  recoil  within  themr- men  promoted  tp  ijie 

highcft 
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liigheft  feats  of  jufticej  fome  who  to  my  knowledge 
were  glad,  by  going  to  a  foreign  country,  to  efcapg  being 
brought  to  the  bar  of  a  court  of  juftide  in  their  own.— 
They  protected  by  your  arms !  They  have  nobly  taken 
up  arms  in  your  defence;  have  exerted  a  valor,  amidft 
their  conftant  and  laborious  induftry,  for  the  defence  of 
a  country,  whofe  frontier  was  drenched  in  blood,  while 
its  interior  parts  yielded  all  its  little  favings  to  your  emo- 
lument.— And  believe  me,  remember  I  this  day  told 
you  fo,  that  fame  fpirit  of  freedom,  which  actuated  that 
people  at  firft,  will  accompany  them  ftill— but  prudence 
forbids  me  to  explain  myfelf  further.— God  knows,  I 
do  not  at  this  time  fpeak  from  motives  of  party  heat;  what 
I  deliver  are  the  genuine  fentiments  of  my  heart.  How* 
ever  fuperior  to  me  in  general  knowledge  and  experi- 
ence the  relpeftable  body  of  this  houfe  may  be,  yet  I 
claim  to  know  more  of  America  than  moft  of  you, 
having  feen  and  been  converfant  in  that  country. — The 
people,  I  believe,  are  as  truly  loyal  as  any  fubjefts  the 
king  has ;  but  a  people  jealous  of  their  liberties,  and 
who  will  vindicate  them,  if  ever  they  fhould  be  violated 
-i-but  the  fubjeft  is  too  delicate— I  will  fay  no  more." 
Thefe  fentiments  were  thrown  out,  fo  entirely  without 
premeditation,  fo  forcibly  and  fo  firmly ;  and  the  break- 
ing ofF^  was  fo  beautifully  abrupt,  that  the  whole  houfe 
fat  awhile  amazed,  intently  looking  without  anlwering  a 
iford. 

The  Ix)ndon  merchants  trading  to  America,  being 
much  alarmed  on  account  of  their  outftanding  debts, 
petitioned  againft  the  ftamp-aft.  Their  petition  was 
offered  at  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill.  The  rule  of 
the  houfe,  never  to  receive  petitions  againft  money  bills. 

Vol.  L  M  wa« 
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was  tirged*  General  Comvqy  obferved>  that  it  appea)red 
'  tindeniablej  that  the  pradice  was  by  no  mieans  invariftr 
blc  J  at  beft  it  was  but  a  praftice  rf  convenieQce^  fiom 
which  they  ought,  in  the  prefent  inftancej  to  yaiy.  The 
nuniilry  publicly  declared,  ^'  iT^at  it  was  mfaid^4  U 
$fkahltjb  the  power  of  Great  Britain  to  tax  tbecfibrnks" 
They  were  induced  to  make  a  point  of  it,  becaqfemoft 
of  the  petitions  from  thence,  denied  in  th?  flrongeft 
terms,  the  right  of  Britdn  to  impofe  taxes.  It  was 
evident  that  the  miniilerial  forces  would  prevail^  tJift 
petition  of  the  London  merchants  was  therefore  wldw 
drawn.  After  that,  the  others  from  the  colonies  w«re 
offered,  but  rejefted  upon  the  plea  taken  from  the  rule 
of  the  houfe.  During  the  debate  upon  the  bilL  in  dus 
ftage  of  ie^  ^^  general  Conwof  denied  the  right  c£  par« 
liameiit  to  tax  the  Americans,  in  the  moft  perettiptorf 
manner  >  and  urged,  with  great  vehemenbe,  the  manje 
Kardfhips,  and  what  he  was  pleafed  to  caQ,  abiiirdities 
that  would  fdlow  fiom  the  contrary  doftrine  and  pia&r 
tice  ^/''  Aldemian  Beckford  alfo  dilputed  the  nght  of 
parliament^  accordbg  to  Mr.  IngerfoU's  letter. 

The  fupporters  of  the  ftamp-ad  inMed  much  vipoa 
iSne  colonieis  being  vhiualfy  reprefented;  and  mcntioaed 
Leeds;,  Halifax,  Birmingiaff^,  Mdncbejler,  &c.  as  envying 
a  virtual  reprejentation^  Whoever  had  a  recourfe  to  a 
virtual  reprejentatim  oi  the  colonies^  in  vindicacioa  of 
the  parliament's  taxing  them,  therein  acknofidedgqjg 
that  there  ouj^t  not  to  be  taxation  without  reprdEcoU^ 
tion.  But  the  difference  between  Leedsy  Hat^atf^.tijG^. 
and  the  American  colonies,  is  as  wide  as  the  j^kmtk^ 
'  The  landholders  of  thofe  towns  enjoy  a  real  rr]irrl([iiti 
*  Mrrlnjcrfoll's  letter  of  March  6>  1^6%^ 
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tion,  if  their  freeholds  yield  a  certain  annual  income. 
Maiiy  of  the  inhabitants  have  a  choice  in  the  eledion 
of  members,  in  one  place  or  another.     The  general  in- 
terefts  of  the  freeholders  and  tenants,  eledtors  and  non- 
eledprs,  are  fo  interwoven,   that  all  are  liable  to  be 
\    equally  afFefted  by  the  fame  common  taxes.    The  one 
I    pays  the  fame  duty  on  his  fugar,  tea,  coffee,  ^and  choco- 
r  late,   as  the  other.     The  relative  conneftion  between 
I  them,  produces  what  may  be  called,  with  a  kind  of  pro- 
priety, a  virtual  reprejentation  \  anfwering,  though  in  a 
lower  degree,  to  what  the  family  of  a  freeholder  or  free- 
man enjoys.     But  was  all  the  foil  in  the  Britilh  colonies 
a  man's  freehold,  it  would  not  give  him  a  lingle  vote 
for  any  one  member  of  parliament.     There  is  not  an 
individual  in  them,  who  Ihould  he  crofs  the  Atlantic, 
t¥ould  have  a  right  to  vote  in  any  cledlion,  by  virtue  of 
i  any  privileges'enjoyed  in  America,     He  muft  be  a  free- 
holder of  Britain,  or  a  freeman  of  fome  Britilh  city, 
borough,  or  corporation,  and  have  a  Britifh  qualifica- 
'  lion,  before  he  can  eleft  or  be  eledted.     The  interefts 
of  America  and  Britain  are  not  interwoven,  as  are  thofe 
of  Britifh  eleftors  and  non-elc6lors.     If  the  Britilh  par- 
liament impofe  taxes  on  the  Americans,  Britons  do  not 
bear  with  them,  their  part  and  proportion  in  the  feid 
taxes.     The  former  are  burdened,  that  the  latter  may 
be  eafed.     The  monies  raifed  have  the  nature  of  a  tri- 
:  biite,  cxadted  from  a  conquered  people  in  a  llavilh  de- 
I  pendence  i  and  not  of  a  tax  voluntarily  granted  by  the 
i  voice  <rf  freemen,  through  their  own  elefted  reprefen- 
tatives,  paying  foot  and  lot  with  themfelves  for  the  fup- 
^.port  of  government.     Befide,  the  Britilh  parliament  arc 
i'  fo  far  removed  from  America,  that  they  cannot  obtain 
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that  full  information  relpe&lng  the  colonies,  which  ought 
alway  to  accompany  the  exercife  of  a  taxing  poVer. 

When  the  queffion  upon  the  bill,  in  its  laft  ftage,  was 
brought  to  a  vote,  there  were  about  250  for,  and  $6 
agarnft  it.  In  the  houfe  of  lords,  fo  ftrong  was  the 
unanimity,  that  there  was  not  a  (ingle  fyUable  uttered 
Mar.  ^g^^ft  *^  bill ;  and  on  the  twenty-fecond  of  March,  it 
22.  obtained  the  royal  affent.  The  night  after  it  was  paflled* 
Dr.  Franklin  wrote  to  Mr.  Charles  Tbofnfon^^  **  the  fun 
of  liberty  is  fet  5  you  muft  light  up  the  candles  of  in- 
duftry  and  oeconomy."  Mr.  Tbomfen  anfwered,  he  was 
apprehenfive  that  other  lights  would  be  the  confequence, 
and  predided  the  oppofition  that  followed^ 

The  framers  of  the  ftamp-aft  flattered  themfelves, 
that  the  confufion  whieh  would  arife  upon  the  dilufe  of 
writmgs,  would  compel  the  colonies  to  ufe  the  ilamp* 
paper,  and  therefore  to  pay  the  taxes  impofed.  Thus 
they  were  led  to  pronounce  it,  a  law  which  would  txe^ 
xute  it/elf.  Mr.  Grenville  however  appears  to  have  been 
apprehenfive,  that  it  might  occafion  diforders ;  to  pre- 
rent  or  fupprefe  which,  he  projefted  another  bill,  which 
was  brought  iri  the  fame  feilion,  whereby  it  was  to  be 
made  kvwful  for  military  officers  in  the  colonies,  to  quar«- 
ter  their  foldicrs  in  private  houfes.  This  feemed  in- 
tended to  awe  the  people  into  a  compliance  with  the 
other  aft.  Great  oppofition  being  made  to  it,  as  under 
fuch  a  power  irf  the  army,  no  one  could  look  on  hit 
houfe  as  his  own,  that  part  of  the  bill  was  dn^s 
but  there  flill  remained  a  claufe,  when  it  paffed  into  t 
law,  to  obUge  the  feveral  afiemblies  to  provide  qtiartfii^ 
fer  the  foldiers,  andto  furnilh  them  with  firing,  bedding 
candles^  fmaU  beer,  rum,  and  fundry  other  articles,  at 
*  Since  the  fecrcta#y  of  Congrefs* 

lie 
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the  expence  of  the  fevcral  provinces  j  which  continued 
in  force  when  the  ftamp-aft  was  repealed.     It  equally 
militated  with  the  other  againft  the  Annerican  principle, . 
TJba^  money  is  not  to  be  r^ifed  on  Englijh  /ubjeSs  without 
their  confent. 

Whatever  might  be  urged,  government  was  under  no 
necefTity  of  adopting  the  mode  of  taxing  the  colonies, 
for  their  defence  and  the  fecuring  of  the  new  ceded  coun- 
tries. Though  after  the  general  peace,  an  Indian  war 
might  be  continued  or  renewed,  that  was  no  reafon  for 
continuing  Britifh  forces  in  America.  The  colonifts 
were  better  able  to  deal  with  them  than  the  regulars,  • 
The  new  ceded  countries  required  no  great  number  of 
troops  to  fecure  them.  The  colonies  were  at  hand  to 
fupport  the  Britifh  garrifons  in  cafe  aiTiftance  was  want- 
ed i  and  they  had  repeatedly  Ihowed  their  readinefs.upon 
former  occafions.  The  idea  of  a  dangerous  enemy  upon 
the  American  continent  was  at  an  end :  and  the  Britifh 
adminiflration  mufl  have  been  inexcufable,  had  they  not 

!  guarded  againft  the  transferring  of  one  from  Europe. 
It  was  become  futile  to  exclaim-^^*  Shall  it  depend  upon 
the  refolutions  of  a  Philadelphia  alTembly,  whether  our 

;  fellow  fubjefts  fhall  arm  in  defence  of  liberty  and  pror 
perty  ?    Does  the  fate  of  a  whole  continent  bear  any 

I  proportion  to  an  almoft  imperceptible  encroachment 

'  upon  the  jrnportant  privilege  of  an  American,  delibe- 
rating for  a  year  or  two,  whether  he  will  pay  fix-pence 
in  the  pound  to  fave  himfelf  and  family  from  perdition  ?" 
The  danger  of  perdition  was  a  mere  bugbear,  which 
might  frighten  the  ignorant  into  an  apprehenfion,  that 
it  was  abfolutely  neceffary  to  maintain  an  army  in  Ame- 
fjca,  for  the  expence  pf  which  the  colonies  Ihould  be 
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made  to  anfwer :  but  the  Americans  knew  better  dian 
to  ftartle  at  the  Ipe^tre.  Had  no  more  troops  bcwi 
ftationed  upon  the  American  continent  than  circum- 
ftances  called  for,  the  nriiniftry  might  have  obtained  zSt 
the  aids  it  was  reafonable  for  the  colonies,  to  have  ^vea, 
by  the  old  mode  of  requifition.  From  the  time  that 
they  were  firft  cOnfidered  as  capable  of  granting  aids, 
the  conftant  mode  of  obtaining  them,  was  by  requifttim 
from  the  crown^  through  the  governors  to  the  feveral  af- 
femblies:  and  the  minifters,  from  Charles  IL  to  the 
prefent  king,  moft  effeftually  recognifed  the  diftinftion 
between  parliamentary  fupcrintendcnce  and  taxation,  in 
their  requifitions  to  the  colonies  to  raife  men  and  money 
by  afts  of  aflembly.  Had  this  happy  method  been  con- 
tinued, all  the  money  that  could  have  been  juftly  ex- 
pefted  from  them  in  any  manner,  might  have  been 
procured  without  the  leaft  breach  of  that  harmony,  which  ^ 
fo  long  fubfifted  between  the  colonies  and  the  mother 
country :  and  it  was  not  afting  wifely  to  thwart  unnc- 
ceffarily  the  prejudices  of  the  Americans.  But  the  im^ 
pofition  of  taxes  upon  them  might  be  introductory  to, 
or  a  part  of  the  plan  for  overturning  their  civil  and  itK- 
gious  Uberties,  alluded  to  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wlntefieli^ 
before  even  the  fugar-a6t  had  palTed. 

The  ftamp-a£t  having  paffed,  the  colony  agents 
waited  upon  Mr.  Wheatley  by  defire,  who  toW  them^ 
that  Mr.  Grenville  did  not  think  of  fendmg  from  Great 
Britain  ftarap  officers,  but  wifhed  to  have  difcreet^mct 
rcfpeftable  perfons  appointed  from  among  the  inIuM>i- 
tants;  and  that  he  would  be  obliged  to  them  to  pc^t 
out  to  him  fuch  perfons.  Thus  the  agents  were  dr^Kwn 
in  to  nominate.  Dr.  Franklin  recommended  Mr.  Bughn' 

te 
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^td  be  chief  diftributor  of  (lamps  in  Pemtfyhajiia^  and 
Mr.  Cox  in  the  Jerfeys ;  and  being  confulted  by  Mr.  A- 
gerjolly  advifed  him  to  accept,  adding,  go  home  and  tell 
your  countrymen  to  get  children  as  f aft  as  they  can — thereby 
intimating  his  opinion  of  the  oppreflion  the  coloniflg 
;,    were  under,  and  of  their  prefent  inability  to  make  effec*  • 
I    tual  refiftance ;  but  that  they  ought,  when  fufEcicntljr 
I    numerous,  to  fhake  off  the  yoke  and  recover  their  li- 
berty.    It  is  apparent  from  the  recommendations,  and 
the  appointments  made  in  confequepce  of  the  nomina- 
tions, that  the  agents  were  far  from  thinlcing,  that  fuch 
difturbances  would  have  been  occafioned  by  the  llamp-« 
aft,  or  they  would  have  fpared  their  friends.     They  cer- 
tainly cxpefted  the  aft  would  have  gone  down,  and  the 
ftamp-papers  have  been  ufed.     But  it  was  the  reverie. 
A  general  difcontent  through  the  Majfachufetts  difco« 
:  vered  itfelf  immediately  on  the  firft  advice  of  the  aft's 
having  paffed;  but  there  was  no  other  expeftation  among 
;  the  bulk  of  the  people,  than  that  the  aft  would  be  fub- 
initted  to,  and  the  duty  paid  5  and  feveral  who  after* 
ward  oppofed  it  violently,  made  intercft  with  the  diftri- 
"  butor,  that  they  or  their  friends  might  obtdn  appoint-, 
ments*    The  newfpapers  indeed,  groaned  for  the  lofi 
of  liberty  J  however,  nothing  extravagant  appeared  in 
them :  but  the  friends  to  die  claims  of  the  colonies, 
pleafed  with  colonel  Barre's  fpeech,  and  what  he  had  pro- 
jiounced  the  Americans,  affumed  to  themfelvcs  the  tide 
of^SONS  OF  LI3ERTY. 

In  Connefticut,  the  inhabitants  were  quite  inattentive 
to  the  fatal  confequen(;:es  that  the  aft  might  draw  after         ^ 
it  in  fome  diftant  period.     The  judges  thenifelves,  ftye^ 
fal  of  whom  were  of  the  council,  appeared  perfeftly 
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fecyre,  and  :^ere  no  ways  alarmed.    The  Rev*  Mfij 
Stephen  Jobnfon  of  Ljme,  vexed  and  grieved  with  the 
tenap^r  and  incpnfideratcnefs  of  all  orders  of  people,  de- 
terniined  if  poffible  to  roufe  them  to  a  better  way  of 
thinking.    He  confulted  a  neighbouring  gendeman,  an 
Irifhman  by  birth,  who  undertook  to  convey  the  piec^ 
he  might  pen  to  the  New  London  printer,  fo  fecretly  a& 
to  prevent  the  author's  being.difcovered.     Three  or  four 
cflkys  were  publiihed  upon  the  occafion.     The  eyes  of 
,  the  public  began  to  open,  and  fears  were  excited.   Othier 
writers  engaged  in  the  bufmefs,  while  the  firft  withdrew, 
fiaving  fully  anfwered  his  intention.   The  congregational 
minifters  few  further  into  the  defigns  of  the  Britiih  ad-. 
miniftration  than  the  bulk  of  the  colony ;  and  by  their. 
publications  and  cpnverfation,  increafcd  and  flxengthenc4 
the  oppofitipn.     It  became  fo  confiderable,  that  when 
governor  jF>Vri&  propofed  that  he  and  the  counfellor% 
,  fhould  be  fworn  agreeable  to  the  ftamp-adt,   colonel 
^rumhtdl*  went  out  and  refufed  even  to  witnefe  to  the 
tranfaftion.     Others  followed  this  fpirited  exaniple,  and 
only  foiir-'of  the  council  remained.  ... 

'Iti' Virginia  a  general  difpofition . appeared  to  fubmifi 
to  tfi.e  tfamp-aft :  but  George  Jobnjion  and  Patrick  I^my> 
^fqrsl  confulted  together  5  and  afterward,  at  the  dofe  o^ 
the  feffions,  .wJieh  there  was ,  but  a  thin  houfe,  m^^- 
members  being  abfcnt  preparing  to  return  home;,  Mr. 
jieriry  brou^t  in  a.nunjber  pf  refolves.  They  wgrcjqt^ 
follows,  viz.  "  Whereas  the  honorable  houfe  of  opn^-^ 
pQons  in  Englmdy^h^xt  of  late  drawn  into  quefippn  haw 
far  the  general  aflembly  of  this.  .cgJony  hath  power .  t» 
enaft  laws  ^r  laying  of  tax^s  and  iippoiing  dutjji^  j^agr* 
*.Nowgo¥9nioi;TrtimbaU«  ,  / ,.  ^j  ^^^ 
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;^)le  by  the  people  of  this  his  majefty*s  moft  ancient 
colony — ^for  fettling  and  afcertaining  the  fame  to  djl  flitiire 
times,  the  houfe  of  burgeffes  of  this  prefent  ge;>^ra} 
^embly,  have  come  to  the  following  refolves : 

Refolved,  That  the  firft  adventurers,  fettlers  of  tlus 

his  majefly's  colony  and  dominion  of  Firginia,  brought 

with  them  and  tranfmitted  to  their  pofterity,  and  all 

,-   other  his  majefly's  fubjefts  fince  inhabiting  in  this  his 

ij   majefly's  faid  colony,  all  the  liberties,  privileges,  fran- 

^   phifes  and  immunities,  that  have  at  any  time  been  held, 

!   enjoyed,  and  poffefled  by  the  people  of  Great  Britain: 

Refolved,  That  by  two  royal  charters,  granted  by 

king   James   L    the    colonifl:s    aforefaid   are  declared 

and  entided  to  all  liberties,  privileges,  and  immunities. 

of  denizens  and  natural  fubjefts,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 

r  pofes,  as  if  they  had  been  abiding  and  born  within  the 

realm  of  England: 

Refolved,  That  his  majefly's  liege  people  of  this  an- 
■  cient  cplqny  have  enjoyed  the  right  of  being  thus  go- 
verned by  their  own  aflembly,  in  the  article  of  taxes  and 
internal  police  \  and  that  the  fame  have  never  been  for- 
^ted,  or  any  other  way  yielded  up,  but  have  been  con- 
\\  ftantly  recognifed  by  the  king  and  people  of  Britain: 

Refolved,  therefore.  That  the  general  aflembly  of  this 

;.  colony,  together  with  his  majefty  or  his  fubflitutei,  have 

in  thcur  reprefentative  capacity,  the  only  exclufive  right 

and  power  to  lay  taxes  and  imp6fl:s  upon  the  inhabitant 

of  this  colony;    and  that  every  attempt  to  veft  fuch 

power  in  any  other  perfon  or  perfons  whatfoever,  than  the 

J    general  aflembly  aforefaid,  is  illegal,  unconflitutional, 

i    and  unjuft,   and  hath  a  manifefl:  tendency  to  deflroy 

(    Briti/h  as  well  as  American  liberty : 

5  '  Refolved^ 
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Refolved,  That  his  majefly's  liege  people>  the  ioim 
Mtants  c^  this  colony,  are  not  bound  to  yield  ebedkitsed 
to  any  law  or  ordinance  whatever,  dcfigned  t6  impofe 
any  taxation  whatfoever  upon  them,  Other  than  the  IS#s 
or  ordinances  :of  the  gen^^l  aflfembly  aforeiaid :        - 

Refolved,  That  any  perfon  who  fliall,  by  lj)erfdng  or 
writing,  aflert  or  maintain^  that  any  perfon  or  p^rfiriiif^ 
other  than  the  general  aficmbJy  of  this  a)lony,  have  anj^ 
right  or  power  to  impofe  or  lay  any  taxation  oii  Ac 
people  here,  Jhall  be  deemed  an  enemy  to  this  his  ttia^ 
jcfty's  colony/' 

Upon  reading  thcfe  refolves,  the  Scotch  gentleittWr  in 
the  houfe,  cried  out  treafon,  &c.  they  were  howiiVtr 
adopted.  The  next  day,  fbmc  old  members  got  tihtm 
reviled,  though  they  could  not  carry  it  to  rcjeft  thcnu 
As  reinfed  they  ftand  thus  on  the  printed  joumab  of  tbd 
Jioufe  of  burgcffes, 

Tbmfday,  May  30,  1*^^^  . 
*%      Refolved,  THt  Ac  firft  adventurers,  &c,  ic.-  *j| 
pbove: 

Refolved,  That  by  two  royal  charters,  8pe.  fce^ 

Refoh^  That  the  taxation  of  the  peof^e  bf  nilAMNi 
felves,  or  by  perfons  chofen  by  theipfelves  to  repccftlMf 
them,  who  can  only  know  what  taiies  the  people  «ro 
able  to  bear,  or  the  eafieft  method  of  raifingdiem^i  and 
muftthemfelves  bc-AffeAed  by  every  tax  laidohthcr 
people,  is  the  only  fecurity  againft  ^  burdenibme  Haiak 
tion,  and  the  dOftinginihing  charafteriftic  of  BrHiJh  9^ 
dom ;  without  which  the  ancient  confiitution  canhot'eittt 

Refolved,  That  his  majefly*s  liege  people  of  diiaflu# 
moft  ancient  an4  loyal  colony  havcj  without  iotemjtitoa* 

cnjofjftft 
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ttijoyed  the  ineftimable  right  of  being  governed  by  liich 
laws,  refpefting  their  internal  polity  and  taxation,  as  are 
derived  from  their  own  confent,  with  the  approbation  of 
tlieir  fovereign  or  his  fubftitutc ;  and  that  the  fame  hath' 
never  |?een  forfeited  or  yielded  up,  but  hath  been  con-^ 

'    ftantly  rccognifed  by  the  kings  and  people  of  Great 

^    Britain:' 

I       Lieutenant  governor  Farquier  diflblved  the  houfe  of  Join 

E    burgeffes  upon  being  made  acquainted  with  their  rt-'** 

\    folves. 

A  manufcript  of  the  unrevifed  refolves  loon  reached  . 
Philadelphia,  having  been  fent  ofFimmediately  upon  their 
pafling,  that  the  carlicft  information  of  what  had  been 
done  might  be  obtained  by  the  fons  of  liberty.    From 
thence  the  like  was  forwarded  on  the  feventeenth  of 

,  June.  At  New  Tork  the  refolves  were  handed  about 
with  great  privacy :  they  were  accounted  fo  treafonablc^ 
that  the  poffeflbrs  of  them  declined  printing  them  in 
tiiat  city.  The  Irijb  gendeman  alluded  to  above,  being 
there,  inquired  after  them,  and  with  much  precaution 
was  admitted  to  take  a  copy.  He  carried  them  to  Nev^ 
,  Englmid,  where  they  were  publilhed  and  circulated  far 
i  and  wide  in  the  newfpapers,  without  any  referve,  and 
proved  eventually  the  occafion  of  thofe  diforders  which 
afterward  broke  out  in  the  colonies.  Till  they  appeared, 
it  was  thought  that  the  Rhode  IJknders  would  fubmit. 

.  Murmurs  indeed  were    continually  heard;   but  they 
feemed  to  be  fuch  as  would  die  away.    The  Virginia    , 
refolutions  gave  a  (pring  to  all  the  difgufted  s  and  they 
began  to  adopt  different  mealures. 

The  MaJJachuJetts  aflembly  had  hit  upon  a  wife  and  \ 
quiet  mode  of  fccking  redrelS,  before  ever  diey  could 

be 
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^bc  acquainted  with  what  had  been  done  in  Virginia.  It 
was  projefted  and  brought  on  by  Meflts.  Ofis\  father 
and  fon»  They  were  vifiting  at  James' JVarren's  clq; 
of  Plymouth,  a  fon  and  brother  in  law,  he  having  mar- 
ried Mifs  Otis.  The  ftate  of  public  affairs,  and  how  to 
get  rid  of  the  burdens  cx)ming  upon  the  colonies,  were 
the  fubjefts  of  converfation.  fCongreflcs  had  often 
been  held,  and  though  there  was  no  precedent  of  any 
one*s  being  called,  but  at  the  inftance  of  perfons  autho- 
rized or  employed  by  the  miniftry,  excepting  the  firft 
congrefs  we  read  of,  which  was  propofed  bythe  Maffa^ 
,  ibufetts  general  court  in  1690 ;  yet  no  jneafbnable  objeC'* 
tion^  could  be  made  ag^ft  holding  one  upon  the 
prefent  emergency,  iiotwithftanding  it  might. want  tjbi? 
ianftipn  of  adminiftration^  It  was  agreed  to  forward, 
the  meeting  pf  a  con^els  as  a  proper  method  for  obtgiin-- 
ing  the  removal  of  American  grievances.  The  ipatter* 
was  moved  in  the  houfe  of  affembly  i  the  confequenca 

Jonc  was,  an  agreement  that  *'  It  is  highly  expedient,  there. 

^*  fhould  be  ^  meeting,  as  fogn  as  may  be,  of  committees 
from  the  houfcs  of  reprcfentatives  or  burgcfles  in  the 
feveral  colonies,  to  confult  on  the  prefent  circumftancea- 
of  the  colonies,  and  the  difficulties  to  which  they  arc 
and  muft  be  reduced,  and  to  confider  of  a  general  ad- 
drefs~to  be  held  at  New  York  the  firft  Tuefday  of  Oc- 
tober/* Within  two  days,  a  letter  was  drafted  tq  h^ 
fent  to  the  feveral  Ipeakers  5  ^d  ^t  the  clofe  of  a  fort-, 
night,  J^iinfi^  OtU,  jun.  Oliver  Partridge,  and  Ttmotb^ 
Rubles  efqrs.  were  chofen  the  committee  for  the  Maf- 
I  fachufetts.  The  governor,  m  his  account  to  the  lords 
of  trade,  faid,  "  It  was  impoITible  to  oppol^  this  mfii- 
liire  to  any  good  purpofe^  and  therefore  the  friends  cf 

govern-* 
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government  took  the  lead  in  it,  and  have  kept  it  in  their 
handsi  Two  of.  the  three  chofen  are  faft  friends  to  go- 
vernment, prudent  and  difcreet  men,  fuch  as  I  am  af- 
fured  will  never  confent  to  any  improper  applications 
to  the  government  of  Great  Britain."  Lieutenant  go- 
vernor Golden  ^efignedly  prorogued  the  meeting  of  the 
New  Tork  aflembly,  till  after  the  time  appointed  for  the 
congrefs  j  but  the  committee  ordered,  by  the  vote  of 
the  houfe  of  the  eighteenth  of  Oftober  1764,  to  be  a 
committee  during  the  recefs,  to  write  to  and  correlpond 
with  the  feveral  aflemblies  or  committees  of  affemWies 
,on  the  continent,  did  by  virtue  of  that  order,  meet 
in  congrefs  ^  and  the  houfe  afterward  approved  of  their 
conduft,  on  the  twentieth  of  November ;  and  moreover 
rcfolved,  "  that  for  the  obtaining  relief  from  the  ope- 
ration and  execution  of  the  ftamp-a6t,  and  other  a6t$ 
for  levying  duties  and  taxes  on  the  colonies,  hinnble 
petitions  be  prepared  to  the  king,  the  houfe  of  lords, 
and  the  houfe  of  commons,  as  nearly  fimilar  to  thofc 
i  drawn  up  by  the  congrefs  as  the  particular  circumftances 
of  the  colony  will  admit." 

The  aflemblies  of  Virginia^  North  Carolina^  and  Georgia 
were  prevented,  by  their  governors,  having  the  oppor- 
tunity of  fending  committees  to  congrefs.  7he  Majfa-^ 
chujetts-hayy  Rhode-IJland  and  Providence  Plantations ^  Con-* 
fieSlicut,  New  Yorky  New  Jerjey^  Pemjylvaniay  the  Dela^ 
ware  Counties^  Maryland  and  Scuth  Qarolina^  had  their 
refpedtive  committees  prefent  at  the  place  appointed ; 
and  Mr.  Ruggles  was  chofen  chairman.  The  petition 
to  the  houfe  of  commons  being  finifhed  was  figneds 
though  only  by  members  from  fix  colonies ;  the  com- 
mittees from  Connefficutj  New  Torkj  and  South  Carolina, 

pot 
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not  having  been  fuffidendy  eoipowerecL  Mr.  Ri^g^ 
took  leave  of  die  members,  Thurfilay  evening  the 
twenty-fourth  of  October,  and  came  oif  the  nexi  moni* 
ing  without  figning  i  for  whidh  he  was  afterward  cenfimil 
by  the  Majfacbufetts  afibnbly.  Mr«  Otis  was  upoo!  the 
point  of  treipafling  in  like  manner  i  but  was  prevcMfd 
by  the  influence  of  Mr.  SThwos  Lynch  of  the  ^mah  Of- 
oa  Tolma  committee.  The  congrefs  (Molved  on  pax)ber 
^5*  the  twenty-fifthj  havbg  iinifhed  the  bufineis,  to  whidi 
they  had  been  appointed.  The  colonies  that  could 
not  fend  committees,  ftiowed  as  opportunities  offered, 
their  approbation*  of  what  had  been  done,  by  lEbr-- 
.  warding  to  their  agents  petitions  to  the  like  purpoib 
with  that  of  congrefi.  New  Hampftnn  had  esculed 
their  not  fending  to  congrefs,  from  the  tiien  fituation  of 
their  governmental  aff^rs  i  but  the  fpeaker  laying  be* 
fore  the  afiembly  the  proceedings  of  congrefi,  on  No» 
vembcr  the  twenty-fecond,  they  voted  unanimouOy^ 
**  That  this  houfe  do  fiilly  approve  of  and  heartily  join 
in  the  refolves  and  ieveral  petitions  agreed  to  by  the  &id 
general  congrefs  ^  and  that  the  Ipeaker,  with  two  others 
(all  whole  names  are  mentioned)  be  empowered  to  fign 
the  fame  in  behalf  of  this  houfe,  if  not  too  late  i  if  the 
general  petitions  are  forwarded,  in  that  cafe  the  faid  pe- 
titions to  be  fairly  engrofifed,  that  they  fign  them.in  be« 
half  of  the  houfe,  and  forward  them  with  dupUca&ss  to 
.  barlow  Trecotbick  and  John  fVentwcrtb  efqrs.  who  arc 
appointed  fpecial  agents  for  the  houfe,  and  are  empow« 
cred  and  defircd  to  prefent  the  faid  petitions,  fc?r.*'  ^  The 
committee  wrote  to  thefe  agents,  on  December  the  fioithi 
and  concluded  with  faying,  ^^  We  in  this  province  have 
jKit  been  &  boifterous  and  irregular  as  fymt  odier%  aor 

becaufe 
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becai^fe  we  were  inlenfible  of  our  diftrefles ;  but  becaufe 
we  thought  the  prefent  method  molt  likely  to  obtain  re** 
lief/' 

The  Virginia  rcfolves  having  had  their  full  operation, 
and  the  ipirits  of  the  people  being  highly  inflamed,  the 
colonial  difturbahces  break  out  upon  the  following  oc-> 
cafion.  Meflrs.  John  Avery j  jun,  Thomas  Crafts^  John 
Smith,  Henry  IVelleSy  Thomas  Chace,  Stephen  Cleverly^ 
Henry  Bafs^  and  Benjamin  Edes,  to  manifeft  their  abhor-- 
rence  and  deteftation  of  thofe  perfons^  who  they  fup-  ^ 
pofed  were  endeavouring  to  fubvert  the  Britiih  conllitu^ 
tion,  to  enilave  the  colonies,  and  to  alienate  the  afiec- 
tions  of  his  m^efly's  moll  faithful  fubjeds  in  America,. 
.  provide  and  hang  out  early  in  the  morning  of  Auguft  -^"S" 
the  fourteenth,  upon  the  limb  of  a  large  old  elm,  to- 
ward the  entrance  of  Bofton,  over  the  moft  public  ftreet^ 
two  eiBgies,  one  of  which  by  the  labels,  appears  to  be 
defigncd  for  the  ftamp  officer  j  the  other  is  a  jack  boor^ 
with  a  head  and  horns  peeping  out  of  the  top.  Noc 
only  the  ufual  paflengers  pafs  under  it,  but  the  report 
ipreads  and  draws  great  numbers  from  every  part  of  the 
town,  and  the  neighbouring  country.  The  affair  is  left 
to  take  its  own  courfe>  an  enthufiaflic  Ipirit  diffufcs 
itfelf  through  the  body  of  the  fpeftators*  In  the  even-* 
ing  the  pageantry  is  cut  dov/n,  and  carried  in  funeral 
proceflSon,  the  populace  Ihouting,  liberty  and  p'op&ff 
for  ever*^no  JlampSj  &c*  &c.  They  dire6t  their  way  to^ 
a-  new  building,  lately  erected  by  Mr.  Oliver j  which 
they  pull  down,  faifely  fuppofmg  it  to  be  defigned  for 
the  ftamp-office.  They  go  on  to  his  houfe,  before? 
which  they  behead  his  effigy,  breaking  at  the  fame  time 
all  the  windows  next  the  ftreet-  They  then  repair  w 
5  Fort 


Fort  Hill,  on  the  afcent  to  which  ftands  his  hbufe,  iirHcrt 
they  burn  his  efBgy.  After  this  they  return  to  attack 
his  premifes ;  and  many  of  them  with  clubs,  ftaves,  &f^* 
go  to  work  on  the  garden,  fences,  bams,  &?f.  Mr. 
OMver  had  prudently  retired,  leaving  a  few  friends  be- 
hind to  keep  poffeffion  of  the  dwelling :  thefe  commit- 
ting fome  flight  indifcretiohs,  the  populace  are  fo  en-> 
faged,  that  they  force  themfelves  into  the  lower  part 
of  it,  brepk  the  windows    and  deflroy  the  furniture. 

ij.  They  difperfe  about  midnight.  The  next  day  Mr. 
Oliver,  fearful  of  what  may  otherwife  happen,  declares 
that  he  has  written  to' England,  and  refigned.  The 
mob  aflemblc  again  at  night:  and,  after  fome  cxprcf- 
fiohs  of  joy  for  the  refignation,  proceed  to  the  lieutenatit 
governor's,  Mr.  HutchinJon\  houfe,  which  they  befiege 
for  an  hour,  though  in  vain,  infifting  repeatedly  upon 
knowing  whether  he  had  not  written  in  favor  of  the 
ftamp-aft:  at  length,  through  the  influence  of  fonicr 
dilcreet'perfons,  they  withdraw,  and  finifli  their  cvcn- 
mg's  entertainment  at  a  bonfire. 

i6.  Eleven  days  after,  the  diforders  grow  more  enomiojis 
and  alarmbg.  In  the  evening  a  number  of  perfbns, 
dilguifed  and  armed  with  clubs,  flicks,  Cs?r.  collect  iri 
King-flreet,  in  eonfeqpence  of  a  preconcerted  plan. 
They  go  fiHl  to  Mr.  Paxton'Sy  marfliall  of  the  court  o£ 
admu-alty  and  furveyor  of  the  port;  being  aflurcd  hf 
the  owner  of  the  houfe,  that"  Mr.  Paxton  had  quitted  it 
with  his  belt  efFefts ;  and  being  invited  by  him  to  the 
tavern  to  drink  a  barrel  of  punch,  they  accept  the  oflfer, 
and  the  houfe  is  favcd.  Having  finiflied  the  punch,  they 
proceed  to  and  attack  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Wtllicm  Story j 
deputy  regiflicr  of  the  court  of  admiralty  i  breal^  the 

windows^ 
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•Windows  ;  force  into  the  dwelling  ;  ftrip  the  office  of  the 
books  and  files  belonging  to  the  faid  court ;  burn  and 
deftroy  them,  with  many  other  papers  s  injure  and  ruifi 
a  great  part  of  his  furniture. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  fome,  that  the  firft  movers  in  the 
affair  meant  mainly  an  affault  upon  the  hbufe  of  thfe 
deputy  regifter,  who,  by  various  mal-praftices,  had 
made  himfelf  highly  obnoxious  to  perfons  doing  bufi- 
nefs  at  his  office.  But  mobs  once  raifed,  foon  become 
ungovernable  by  new  and  large  acceffions,  and  extend 
their  intentions  far  beyond  thofe  of  the  original  inftiga- 
tors.  Crafty  men  may  intermix  with  them,  when  they 
are  much  heated,  and  direft  their  operations  quite  dif- 
ferently from  what  was  at  fii'ft  defigned. 
•  How  far  the  fcheme  of  the  prefent  mob  extended, 
when  it  firft  collefted,  is  hard  to  fay ;  but  upon  leaving 

.  Mr.  Story'Sy  they  proceed  to  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Benjamin 
Haliowelly  comptroller  of  the  cuftoms  for  Bofton  j  and 

■:  to  the  repetition  of  fimilar  exceffes  to  what  have  been 
juft  committed,  add  the  drinking  and  deftroying  of 
liquors  in  the  cellars,  the  taking  away  of  wearing  appa- 

I  rel,  the  breaking  open  of  defk  and  drawers,  and  the 

^  tarrying  off  of  thirty  pounds  fterling  in  money.  Many 
being  now  inflamed  with  liquor,  and  numbers  having 

I  joined  therh,  they  become  more  riotous,  and  are  ready 
for  any  mifchief.     They  hurry  away  to  Mr.  Hutch'm- 

Jorfs  houfe  with  the  rage  of  madmen.  He  fends  ojT 
his  children ;  bars  his  doors  and  windows ;  and  means 
to  remain ;  but  is  foon  under  the  neceffity  of  withdraw- 
ing, firft  to  one  houfe,  then  to  another,  where  he  con- 
tinues till  four  in  the  morning ;  by  which  time,  one  of 
the  beft-  finifhed  iioufes  in  the  colony  has  nothing  re- 
*  V  OL,  I.  N  maining 
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maining  but  the  bare  walk  and  floors.  Gentlemen  of 
the.  army,  who  have  feen  towns  facked  by  an  enemy, 
declare  they  never  before  faw  an  inftance  of  fych  fury. 
The  rioters  carry  off  about  nine  hundred  pounds  fter- 
ling,  befide  plate,  family  piftures,  houfliold  furniture 
of  every  kind,  and  the  apparel  of  the  lieutenant  gover- 
nor, his  children  and  fervants.  They  alfo  empty  the 
houfe  of  every  thing  whatfoever,  except  a  part  of  the 
kitchen  furniture  ;  and  fcatter  or  deftroy  all  the  manu- 
fcripts  and  other  papers  he  has  been  coUefting  for  thirty 
years  back,  befides  a  great  number  of  public  papers  in 
,his  cuftody.  The  lofs  of  papers  is  irreparable. 
27-  The  next  day  it  was  ftrongly  reported,  by  the  ene- 
mies of  Dr.  Jonathan  MayheWj  that  he  approved  of 
thefe  doings  ^  and  had,  indeed,  encouraged  them,  in  a 
fermon  preached  the  preceding  Lord's  day  on  Gal.  v. 
12,  13.  This  led  him  to  write  immediately  to  Mr. 
Hutchinfon ;  and  in  his  letter  he  condoled  with  hiai, 
*^  on  account  of  the  almoft  unparalleled  outrages,  com- 
mitted at  his  houfe  the  preceding  evening i*  and  faid, 
*^  God  is  my  witnefs,  that,  from  die  bottom  of  my 
heart,  I  deteft  thefe  proceedings ;  and  that  I  am  fin- 
cerely  grieved  for  them,  and  have  a  deep  fympathy  with 
you,  and  your  diftreffed  family  on  this  occafion.  I  did, 
indeed,  exprefs  myfdf  ftrongly,  in  favor  of  civil  and 
religious  liberty,  as  I  hope  I  fhall  ever  continue  to  do ; 
and  fpoke  of  the  ftamp  a<5t  as  a  great  grievance,  like 
to  prove  detrimental,  in  a  high  degree,  both  to  the  co- 
lonies and  the  mother  country ;  and  I  have  heard  your 
honor  fpeak  to  the  fame  purpofe.  Bjit,  as  my  text 
led  me  to  do,  I  cautioned  my  hearers  very  particularly, 
sigainft  the  abufes  of  liberty ;  and  exprefTed  my  hopes, 

that 
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that  no  perfons  among  ourlelves  had  encouraged  the 
bringing  of  fuch  a  burden  on  their  countr7,  notwith- 
ftanding  it  had  been  ftrongly  fufpefted.  In  truth.  Sir, 
I  had  rather  lofe  my  hand,  than  be  an  encourager  of 
fuch  outrages  as  were  committed  laft  night.  I  do  nbt 
think  my  regard  to  truth  was  ever  called  into  queftion, 
by  thofe  that  knew  me  ;  and  therefore  hone  your  honor 
will  be  fo  juft  as  to  give  intire  credit  to  thefe  folemn 
declarations." 

This  fame  day  the  fuperior  court  began  its  term. 
The  chief  juftice,  Mr.  Hutchinfony  attended  in  his  only 
fuit,  and  neceflarily  without  thofe  enfigns  of  office,  fo 
wifely  calculated  to  procure  regard  to  authority ;  while 
the  other  gentlemen  of  the  bench  and  bar  appeared  in 
their  refpeftive  robes.  The  court  refufed  to  do  any 
bufinefs,  and  adjourned  to  the  fifteenth  of  Oftober,  to 
fhow  their  refentment  of  the  infult  offered  the  lieutenant 
governor,  as  well  as  their  fenfe  of  the  anarchy  to  which 
the  governrnent  was  reduced.  Half  a  dozen  of  the 
dregs  of  the  people,  who,  being  taken  up,  refufed  to 
difcover  the  ringleaders,  were  committed.  Three  broke 
jail  and  fled,  againft  one  of  whom  a  bill  was  found: 
againft  the  other  three  in  cuftody  none  was  found  i  for 
'  it  was  not  thought  fafe  to  profecute.  The  temper  of 
^  the  public  would  not  admit  of  it,  without  hazarding 
further  difturbances  j  and  for  that  reafon,  one,  who  was 
»  capitally  charged  with  being  a  principal  in  the  riot,  and 
fecured,  was  finally  difmiffed  by  the  juftices. 

Various  caufes  might  contribute  toward  the  outrageous 
attack  upon  the  houfe  and  property  of  Mr.  Hutchin- 
1  fon.  As  long  ba^k  as  1748,  the  currency  having  de- 
Irpreciated  to  about  an  eighth  of  its  original  value,  he, 

N  2  being 
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being  then  fpeaker  of  the  houfe,  projefted  and  carried 
through  a  bill  for  abolifhing  it,  and  fubftituttng  gold 
and  filver  in  its  place,  which  made  him,  extremely  ob- 
noxious to  feveral,  who  had  lived  by  fraud,  and  were 
much  diflatisfied  ^yith  the  alteration.  They  then  threat- 
ened him  with  deftrudtion ;  and,  retaining  their  rancour, 
are  fiippofed  to  have  been  aiders  and  abettors,  if  not 
aftors  in  the  riot. — A  certain  gentleman  of  great  inte- 
grity, and  who  fills  a  place  in  the  judicial  department, 
with  much  credit  and  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  the  public, 
has  exprefled  a  ftrong  apprehenfion,  that  the  mob  was 
,  led  on  to  the  houfe,  by  a  fecret  influence,  wi?h  a  view 
to  the  deftrudlion  of  ceitain  papers,  known  to  be  there, 
and  which,  it  is  thought,  would  have  proved,  that^th^ 
grant  to  the  New  Plymouth  company  on  Kennebec 
river,  was  different  from  what  was  contended  for  by 
fome  claimants.  The  papers  were  never  found  after^ 
ward.— -But  Mr.  Hutchinjcn  had  certainly  difgufted  the 
people  exceedingly,  by  prompting  the  fuperior  court's 
granting  writs  of  afliftance ;  and  by  fhdwing  him'felf  fo 
ftrenuous  in  fupporting  government,  when  become  odi- 
ous, by  the  meafures  adopted  for  obliging  the  colonics 
to  pay  taxes  in  compliance  with  Britilh  afts  of  parlia- 
ment.— He  was  alfo  ftrongly  fufpefted  of  having  for- 
warded the  llamp-aft,  by  letters  written  upon  the  occa-^ 
fion.  Thefe  circumftances,  co-operating  with  the  ge- 
neral difpoficion  in  the  people  to  tumult,  produced  by  4 
prevailing  perfuafion,  -  tliat  they  were  deprived  of  th^. 
liberties  of  Englilhmen,  will  account  for  the  CKceflive 
outrages  againfl:  him  in  particular.  But  their  enormiiy 
was  alarming.  No  one  knew  who  might  be  the  npa; 
facrifice.  The  town  of  Bofton  therefor^  befide  con-. 
•  \  dcnining' 
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demning  them  the  next  day,  unanimoufly  voted,  "  That 
the  feledt  men  and  magiftrates  be  defired  to  ufe  their 
utmoft  endeavours  to  fupprefs  the  like  diforders  for  the 
future :"  and  for  fome  time,  the  magiftrates  and  private 
I  gentlemen,  the  cadet  and  other  companies,  kept  watch 
at  night  to  prevent  further  violences. 

In  juftice  to  Mr.  Hutchinjon  it  muft  be  obferved,  that 
from  his  letters  to  MefTrs.  Bollany  Jackjon^  and  otiicrs, 
it  appears,  that  he  then  confidered  parliament's  taxing 
the  colonies  as  inconfiftent  with  the  rights  of  die  colo- 
nifts,  and  as  a  mere  adl  of  power,  without  regard  to 
equity.  He  was  at  die  trouble  of  writing  a  pamphlet 
in  1764,  containing  A  brief  ft  ate  of  the  claim  of  the  colo^ 
nieSy  and  the  tntereft  of  the  nation  with  reJpeSf  to  them. 
,  This,  when  he  had  difguifed  it  fo  as  that  it  might  not  be 
fufpefted  to  come  from  America,  he  fent  to  Mr.  Jackfon 
the  agent,  who  was  either  to  fupprefs  or  publifh  it  5  and 
;  he  afterward  exprefled  a  furprife  at  his  not  having  done 
the  latter.     The  following  are  extrafts  from  it. 

^^  The  right  to  new  acquired  countries,  according  to 
;  the  cooftitution  of  England,  two  hundred  years  ago,  was 
^  allowed  to  be  in  the  crown.  The  crown  from  rime  to 
;  time  difpofed  of  thefe  countries,  not  only  to  their  own 

fubjefts  but  to  foreign  princes:  particularly  Acadie  and  / 
\  Nova  Scotia^  when  begun  to  be  fettled  by  Britifh  fubjedts, 
were  ceded  to  France^  although  France  had  no  better  claim 
to  them  than  to  New  England  :  and  Surinam  was  fold 
to,  or  exchanged  with  the  Butch''  He  might  have  ad- 
duced in  proof  of  James  I.  being  of  opinion,  that 
he  had  a  perfonal;  right  to  alienate  at  pleafure  new 
acquired  territory,  his  granting,  in  September  1621, 
Nova  Scotia^  wliich  he  could  not  inherit  but  as  king  of 

N  3  England^ 
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England,  to  Sir  JVilliam  Alexander  of  Menftry,  afccr-^ 
ward  Lord  Stirling,  under  the  feal  of  Scotland,;  and 
his  erefting  it  into  a  palatinate,  to  be  holden  as  a  fief 
of  the  crown^of  Scotland.  Under  the  fame  feal,  and 
in  the  fame  words,  the  grant  was  confirmed  by  Charles  I. 
in  June  1625.  The  legality  of  thefe  grants  appear  not 
to  have  teen  queftioned  at  the  time,  which  indicates  that 
the  prevailing  opinion  of  the  Englilh  correfponded  then  - 
with  that  of  their  fovereigns. 

Mr.  Hutchinfon  goes  on  to  mention,  ^^  American 
lands  in  their  natural  ftate  are  of  no  value :  there  is  not 
any  colony  which  has  not  coft  more  to  make  it  capable 
of  rendering  profit  than  it  is  now  worth." 

"In  the  trading  towns,  in  fome  of  the  colonies  the  laft 
war,  one  fourth  part  of  the  profit  of  the  trade  was  an- 
nually paid  to  the  fupport  of  the  war,  and  other  public 
charges.  In  the  country  towns,  a  farm  which  would  not 
rent  for  twenty  pounds  a  year,  paid  ten  pounds  taxes. 
Was  it  from  parental  afFedlion  to  the  colonifts,  and  to  fave 
them  from  French  vaffalage,  that  Great  Britain  was  ^t 
fuch  expence  \  or  was  it  from  fear  of  lofing  the  advan^ 
tageous  trade  Ihe  had  carried  on  with  her  colonies  ?" 

"  When  there  is  peace  in  Europe,  what  occafion  is 
there  for  any  national  expence  in  America  ?" 

"  It  cannot  be  good  policy  to  tax  the  Anaericans  5  it 
will  prove  prejudicial  to  the  national  interefts*  The  ad- 
vantages propofed  by  the  increafe  of  the  revenue,  a^e 
fallacious  and  delufive.  You  will  lol€  more  than  you 
will  gain.  Britain  reaps  the  profit  of  all  their  trade^  and 
of  the  increafe  of  their  fiibftance." 

«^  Your  commerce  with  the  colonies  will  be  enough 
for  ypu,  fliQuld  you  have  no  comnnerct  elfcwhcre,  if 

you 
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you  encourage  the  colonies  to  increafe  the  confumption 

of  youf  manufaftures  for  fifty  years  to  come,  as  they 

have  done  for  fifty  years  pad ;  and  with  no  more  vthan 

'   reafonable  encouragement  they  will  infallibly  do  it,  and 

(    in  much  greater  proportion." 

i  Though  the  difturbances  began  in  Bojiotiy  yet  they 
were  not  confined  to  the  MaJfachufeUs.  They  broke  out 
in  the  other  colonies ;  and  fo  near  to  the  fame  time,  as 
to  excite  fufpicions,  that  it  was  not  wholly  the  effeft  'of 
accident,  but  partly  of  a  preconcerted  defign.  Rhode 
IJland  and  Providence  Plantations  Ihowed  themfelves 
among  the  foremoft  in  their  oppofition  to  the  ftamp-aft. 

A  gazette  extraordinary  was  publif^ed  at  Providencey  Aug. 
with  Vox  populiy  Vox  Dety  in  large  letters  for  the  fron-  ^^ 
tifpiece ;  and  underneath,  PVbere  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
is,  there  is  liberty.  The  publication  had  a  tendency  to 
prepare  the  people  for  aftion.  Effigies  were  alfo  exhi- 
bited; and  in  the  evening,  cut  down  and  burnt  by  the 
populace. 

About  nine  in  the  morning,  the  people  of  Newport  27. 
I  in  Rhode  IJland  brought  forth  three  effigies,  meant  for 
'  MefC^s.  Howardy  Moffatty  and  Johnjlony  in  a  cart  with 
I  halters  about  their  necks,  to  a  gallows  near  the  town- ' 
I  houfe,  where  they  were  hung ;  after  a  while  cut  down, 
\  and  burnt  amid  the  acclamations  of  thoufands. 

By  the  next  day  there  was  time  enough  to  hear  of  28. 
what  had  been  done  at  Bojicn.  The  people  cplleftcd, 
or  rather  were  muftered  afrelh,  and  befat  the  houle  of 
Mr.  Martin  Howard  jun.  a  lawyer  of  reputation,  and 
a  writer  in  defence  of  the  parliament's  right  to  tax  the 
colonies.  They  deftroyed  every  thing,  and  left  only  a 
fhell.     They  paflfed  on  to  Dr.  Thomas  Mofatt's,  a  phy- 

N  4  fician. 
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ficia^i,  one  who  had  warmly  fupported  in  convierlation 
the  fame  right,  and  behaved  in  like  manner.  They  in- 
tended dQing  it  to  Mr.  Auguftus.  JchnftoHy  bitf  defifted 
upon  perfuafion  ;  and  on  his  coming  to  town^  and  giving 
it  under  hj^  hand  that  he  would  not  accept  the  office  of 
^iftributor  of  the  flumps,  unlefs  the  public  were  fatis- 
fied,  they  became  quiet.  Meffrs.  Howard  and  MofFatt 
haftened  on  board  a  fhip  of  war  for  perfonal  fafety. 

The  commotions  in  ConneSicut  were  not  equally  vio- 
lent:  but  Mr.  IngerjQllvfzs  the  fubjed:  of  exhibition  in 
divers  places. 

Aug.      They  had  their  pageantry  at  Norwich^  which  they 

^^*     committed  to  the  flames,  when  the  day  clofed. 

«6.  They  had  the  fame  at  Lebanon  \  but  before  they  ew- 
cuted  and  burnt,  they  had  the  parade  of  a  mock  trial. 

ti7.  The  next  day  there  was  a  repetition  of  the  like,,  ex-^ 
cepting  the  trial.  At  length  the  refentm^t  againft  the 
ftamp-diftrib^itor  became  fo  general  and  alarming,  that 
he  refigned  his  office. 

A  like  refignation  takes  place  in  New  Torky  fome  time 
in  Augufl,  It  becomes  a  neceffary  point  of  prudence^ 
from  the  fpirit  which  the  citizens  difcover.  The  ftamp-' 
aft  is  treated  with  the  moft  indignant  contempt,  by 
being  printed  and  cried  about  the  ftreets,  under  the  title 
of,  The  folly  of  England  and  ruin  of  America.  .  To* 
•  ward  the.  end  of  Oftober  the  (lamp  paper3  arrive j  and 
Mr.  M'Evers  having  refigned,  lieutenant  governor 
Cjolden  take$  them  into  Fort  George.  Some  extraordinary 
preparations  for  fecuring  them  having  difpleafed  the  in- 
hg-bitants,  joined  to  the  diflike  they  have  entertained  to  . 
Colden's  political  fentiments,  and  its  being  the  day  fiwr 
tl\e  ftamp-aft  to  take  place,  numbers  are  induced  to. 

aflenable 
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affemble  in  the  evening.     They  proceed  to  the  fort 
walls  ;.  break  open  his  ftable ;,  take  out  his  coach ;  and, 
after  carrying  it  through  the  principal  ftreets  of  the  city 
in  triumph,  niarch  to  the  common^  where  a  gallows,  is 
;   ere&ed ,  on  one  end  of  which  they  fufpend  his  effigy, 
;   having  in  his  right  hand  a  ftamped  bill  of  lading,,  and 
I:  in  the  other,  a  figure  for  the  devil.     After  hanging  a 
l^^  confiderable  time,  they  carry  the  whole,  with  the  gallows 
I  intire,  the  coach  preceding,  in  proceffion  to  the  gate  of 
^  the  fort;  from  whence  it  is  removed,  to  the  bqwliog- 
green,  under  the  muzzles  of  the  guns ;  where  a  bonfire 
is  immediately  made,  and  all,  coach  included,  are  con- 
fumed  amid  the  exultations  of  fome  thoufands  of  fpec- 
tators.     They  go  fi-om  henc^  to  major  Jameses  houfe, 
before  known  by  the  name  of  Vaux-hally  which  is  geu- 
teely  furnifhed ;  contains  a  valuable  library  and  many 
curiofities,  and  has  a  handfome  garden  belonging  tp  it. 
\  They  flxip  it  of  every  article,  make  ianother  bonfire,  and 
;  cpnfume  the  whole,  befide  deftroying  the  garden  j  and 
all  becaufe  of  his  being  a  friend  to  die  ftamp-a£t. 

The  next  niorning  a  paper  is  privately  drawn  up,  and  ^°^' 
^ven  to  ,a  man  to  read  from  the  balcony  of  the  coflFee 
hpufe,  to  and  about,  which  the  citizens  are  ufed  to  fre- 
quent :  it  fets  forth  the  neccfl^y  of  being  peaceable,  and 
calls  upon  the  inhabitants  to  turn  out  with  their  arms 
upon  any  alarm,  and  quell  all  riotous  proceedings.  The 
cflfeft  it  appears  to  have  upon  being  heard,  is  fruftrated 
by  captain  Ifaac  Sears,  who  formerly  commanded  a  pri- 
vateer, -and  is  bitterly  fet  againft  the  ftamp-a6t.  Hav- 
ing been  fecretly  informed  in  the  morning  what  is  to  be 
done,  he  is  prefent,  and  tells  the  populace,  who  colle6t 
about  him,  *^  The  intention  of  the  propofal  that  has 

been 
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been  read,  is  to  prevent  our  having  the  ftamp  papers;*' 
and  adds,  "  but  we  will  have  them  within  four  and 
twenty  hours."  He  then  flourilhes  his  hat,  ^d  cries, 
**  Huzza,  my  lads."  They  immediately  comply  in 
loud  fhouts.  He  turns  to  feveral  gcndemen  prefent,  and 
fays,  "  Your  bell  way,  as  you  may  now  fee,  will  be  to 
advife  lieutenant  governor  CcUen  to  fend  the  ftamp- 
papers  from  the  fort  to  the  inhabitants/*  In  the  even- 
.ing  the  mob  aifemble,  and  infift  upon  his  delivering 
them  into  their  hands.  He  hopes  to  fatisfy  them,  by 
declaring  he  will  do  nothing  in  relation  to  the  ftamps, 
but  leave  it  to  Sir  Henry  Moore  to  do  as  he  pleafes  on 
his  arrival.  The  people  are  not  contented ;  they  will 
have  the  ftamps,  or  attempt  taking  th^m  away  by  forces 
which  muft  probably  be  attended  with  much  bloodfhed. 
After  repeated  negotiation,  it  is  agreed,  that  they  (hall  be 
delivered  to  the  corporation;  which  is  accordingly  done, 
and  they  are  depofited  in  the  city  hall,  to  general  fatis- 
faftion.  Te^  boxes  of  the  like,  which  arrive  afterward, 
meet  with  a  worfe  fate,  being  committed  to  the  flames* 

The  deftruftion  of  major  Jameses  houfe,  (fbr  it  was 
reduced  to  a  fhell)  convinced  the  gentleo^en,  who  were: 
ftanding  up  for  the  rights  of  the  colonies,  that  it  was 
neceflkry  to  have  leaders  to  manage  the  mob.  It  was 
therefore  contrived  to  call  the  people  together. 
Nov.  They  met  in  the  fields ;  and  it  was  propofed,  that  a 
comrtnittee  be  appointed  to  open  a  correfpondence  with 
the  other  colonies.  This  was  a  meafure  of  fo  ferious 
and  important  a  nature,  as  to  endanger  the  property  and 
lives  of  the  committee,  elpecially  Ihould  the  ftamp-a& 
be  enforced  and  carried  through ;  and  therefore  there 
was  no  one,  for  more  than  half  an  hour,  who  would 

venture 
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venture  to  accept.     Mr.  James  De  Lancey^  who  had 

joined  the  popular  fide,  in  order  to  fecure  a  feat  in  the 

affembly  at  the  next  general  eleftion,  was  nonninated ; 

but  declined,  pleading  his  being  upon  the  committee  to 

.    converfe  with  the  lawyers,  on  their  proceeding  to  bufi- 

j   nefs  without  (lamps,  inftead  of  fufpending  it,  as  thcj 

I  appeared  to  intend.     At  length,  however,  captain  Sears 

with,  four  others  offered,  and  were  approved. 

They  agreed  among  themfelves  to  fign  all  the  letters 
with  their  feveral  names,  and  to  open  a  correfpondencc 
with  all  the  colonies.  The  Philadelphians  were  requefted 
to  forward  their  enclofcd  lette/s  to  the  more  fouthem 
ftates,  and  the  Bojionians  to  forward  thofe  for  New- 
Hampjhire. 

Here  we  fee   another  fet  of  correlponding  fons  of* 
liberty  originated,  to  ftrengthen  the  oppofition  of  the 
colonies  to  parliamentary  taxation. 

The  commotions  beyond  iV'^w  York  did  not  terminate 
;'  in  fimilar  exceflfes  to  what  had  happened  there,  at  New^ 
porty  and  Bojion  5  but  the  exhibition  of  effigies  in  the 
day,  the  burning  them  at  night,  and  other  marks  of 
dilpleafure,  induced  the  ftamp  officers  to  refign.  Some 
did  it  with  a  better  grace  than  others.  Mr.  George 
Mercer^  diftributor  for  Virgimay  arrived  in  the  evening 
at  Williamjburgh.  The  people  immediately  urged  him  to 
refign.  The  next  day  he  declined  afting,  in  fo  genteel 
a  manner,  that  he  had  the  repeated  acclamations  of  all 
prefent.  At  night  the  town  was  illuminated,  the  bells 
were  fet  a  ringing,  and  all  was  joy  and  feftivity. 

At  Philadelfhiay  upon  the  appearance  of  the  fhips,  06U 
having  on  board  the  ftamps,  all  the  vefiels  in  the  har-  ^'     ^ 
bour  hoifted  their  .colours  half  ftafF  high  5  the  bells  were 

muffled 
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^^»3ffled"and  contintjed  to  toll  till  evening;  ^tid  &rerf 
countenance  added  to  the  marks  of  finccre  moufilmg. 
A  large  number  of  people,  chiefly  of  the  prefByteriait 
perfuafion,  and  of  the  proprietary  party,  with  Pf^lliam 
AUen  efq;  the  chief  juftice's  fon  at  their  head,  ^flcmbted 
and  endeavoured  to  procure  the  ftamp  diftributor's  rc- 
fignation.  It  had  been  for  fome  time  warmly  talked  ofi 
that  he  ought  to  refign.  Mr.  Hughes  was  obnoxious  to 
both  the  prefbyterian  and  the  proprietary  party;  but 
particularly  hateful  to  the  latter,  as  it  was  his  ittferefty 
affiduity  and  ir^uente^  in  the  Tennjyhanta  houfe  of  affem- 
bly,  that  enabled  the  province  to  fend  home  Dr:  FrMklin 
to  prefent  dieir  petitions,  for  a  change  of  govemmertt 
from  proprietary  to  royal — a  change  highly  difagreeable 
toe^h  party.  The  body  of  quakers- feemed  dilpofed 
to  pay  obedience  to  the  ftamp-aft,  and  fo  did  part  of 
the  church  of  Englaniy  and  of  the  baptiffs  not  under 
proprietary  influence.  But  no  pains  were  fpared'  to  en- 
gage the  Dutch  and  lower  clafs  of  people  in  thfe  oppo-r 
firion ;  and  though  Mr.  Hughes  held  out  long*,  yet  he 
found  it  neceffary  at  length  to  comply. 

Mr.  Hcedy  ftamp  diftributor  for  Maryland^  that  he 
might  avoid  refigning,  fled  to  New  Tork,  and  obtained 
proteftion  in  the  fort.  Upbn  Sir  Henry  Moofe^s  arrival 
he  left  the  fort,  and  went  to  Lcmg  IJland.  A  number  of 
the  freemen  croflTed  over  unexpeftedly ;  furprifed  him ; 
obliged  him  to  fign  a  paper,  declaring  his  abfolute  and' 
final  refignation;  and  then  took  him  before  a  magiftt^, 
to  whom  he  read  the  paper,  and  afterward  made  oatK  t6' 
the  matter  therein  contained. 

*  Mr.  Hughes's  letters  of  Odtober  and  November  I'jSj, 

8  At 
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At  Bojlon  they  took  careto  keep  up  the  fpirit  of  liberty, 
though  they  avoided  former  violences.     A  new  political  Sept. 
paper   appeared  under  the  fignificant  title  of  *^  The 
•  Conftitutional  Courant,  containing  matters  interefting  to 
liberty^    and  no  ways  repugnant  to  loyalty  \   printed  jby 
'   Andrew  Marvely   at  the  fign  of  the  Bribe  refujed^  on 
\   Conftitution  Hill,  North  America''     It  wore  a  more  figni- 
ficant head  piece — a  fnake  cut  into  eight  pieces,  the 
head  part  having  N  E  the  initials  of  New  England  af- 
fixed to  it,  and  the  reft  the  initials  of  the  other  colonics 
to  South  Carolina  inclufively,  and  in  order,  NY,  N  J, 
P,  M,  V,  N  C,  S  C.   The  device  accompanying  them 
was  I  O I N  or  D I  E. 

The  morning  of  the  day  when  die  ftamp-afl:  took  Nor* 
place,  was  ulhered  in  with  the  tolling  of  bells.  The  '* 
large  old  elm  (which  fince  the  fourteenth  of  Auguft, 
:  when  the  riots  began,  had  been  adorned  with  an  infcrip- 
tion,  and  obtained  the  name  of  liberty  tree,  as  the  ground 
under  it  had  that  of  liberty  hall-,  and  which  gave  rife  to 
other  trees  being  fo  called,  upon  an  appropriation  to 
popular  purpofes  by  the  fons  of  liberty)  was  deco* 
rated  with  two  effigies.  They  were  cut  down  at  three 
o'clock,  amid  the  acclamations  of  thoufands ;  carried 
about  town,  dien  to  the  gallows  upon  the  Neck  j  there 
hung  up  again  s  after  a  while  cut  down ;  torn  in  pieces 
and  fcattered.  The  people  repaired  home;  and  the 
evening  pafled  away  quietly.  But  a  tranfadlion  took 
place  afterward,  not  much  to  the  credit  of  the  town. 

Mr.  Oliver  was  called  upon  by  a  letter  from  (as  it  Dec 
was  improperly  figned)  the  true  Jons  of  liberty,  to  make  ^^* 
a  public  refignation  of  his  office  on  the  morrow,  under 
liberty  tree.     He  defired  a  gentleman  to  interpofe,  and 

procure 


procure  him  at  leaft  leave  to  refign  at  the  town-houfc ; 
but  after  feveral  conftiltations,  nothing  more  could  be 
obtained  than  a  promife  of  having  no  affront  ofiercd, 
and  a  propofal  to  invite  the  principal  perfons  of  the 
town  to  accompany  him.  He  was  obliged  to  repair  to 
liberty  tree;  there  to  read  his  declaration  in  the  prcfencc 
of  more  than  two  thoufand  people ;  and  then  to  Iwcar 
to  it  before  a  juftice,  on  the  fpot  for  that  purpofe.  The 
cqol,  firm,  and  judicious  fons  of  liberty,  muft  condemn 
this  procedure  toward  the  lecretary,  as  mean,  revenge- 
ful, and  cruel.  It  was-  torturing  his  feelings  afrefh,  as 
upon  a  ftage,  in  the  moft  conlpicuous  manner,  after 
having  been  terrified  into  a  refignation  four  months  be- 
fore ;  and  when  it  might  be  expefted,  that  the  bitternefi 
of  the  refentment  againft  him  was  ended. 

The  oppofition  to  the  ftamp  officers  was  not  confined 
to  the  continent.  The  people  of  St.  Kitts  obliged  the 
diftributpr  and  his  deputy  to  refign.  Barbadoes  fiib- 
mitted  to  the  aft.  Jamaica  in  general  cleared  out  with 
flamps ;  but  Kingftoriy  as  before,  without.  Upon  the 
continent,  Canada  and  Halifax  fubmitted. 

The  general  fear  that  individuals  were  under,  eithcl* 
of  diflributing  or  ufing  ftamps,  was  increafed  in  one 
government  by  the  following  paper,  pafted  upr'at  the 
door  of  every  public  office,  and  at  the  corrler  of  the 
f^Teets— 

Pro  Patria. 
•    The  firfl  man  that  either  diftributes  or  makes  ufe  of 
damped  paper,  let  him  take  care  of  his  houfe, 
perfoh,  andefFe6b. 

We  dare  Vox  Populi. 

The 
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The  public  refentment  was  kept  alive  and  lively  by 
.the  contemptuous  treatnnent  which  the  ftamp-adt  itfelf 
met  with,  being  openly  burnt  in  feveral  places  with  the 
efiigies  of  the  officers ;  and  by  caricatures,  pafquinades, 
puns,  bon .  nnots,  and  fuch  vulgar  fayings  fitted  to  the 
:,  occafion,  as  by  being  (hort,  could  )be  moft  eafily  circu- 
f  lated  and  retained,  while,  being  extremely  expreffive, 
they  cairied  with  them  the  weight  of  a  great  many 
arguments. 

The  refignation  of  the  officers,  and  the  want  of  per- 
fons,  either  to  undertake  the  delivery  of  ftamps,  or  ta 
receive  and  ufe  them,  neceffarily  laid  the  colonifts  under 
a  legal  inabUity  for. doing  bufmefs,  according  to  parlia- 
mentary law.  They  however  ventured  upon  it,  and 
rifked  the  confequence.  The  veffels  failed  from  the 
ports  as  before;  excepting  that,  in  fome  inftances,  a  cer- 
tificate  was  given  that  the  perfon  appointed  to  diftributc 
;ftamp*d    papers    in    the  province,   refufed  to  deliver 

■  them,  which  certificate  being  handed  by  the  mafters  to 
the  naval  officer,  they  were  admitted  to  give  bond  in  his 
office,    and  to  pais  through  the  other  offices  without 

-  (tamps.     The  Rbo^e  IJland  and  Providence  Plantations 

■  kept  their  courts  open  the  whole  time,  even  when  they 
were  fufpended  in  the  other  cobnies.  Toward  the  end 
'of  November,  it  was  agreed  in  Maryland  znd  Virginia 
\  to  proceed  on  bufinefs  in  the  ufual  manner  without 
;  ftamps.  In  the  Maflachufetts  the  popular  party  fo  far 
\  prevailed,  that  the  houfe  of  affembly  refolved,  January 

the  twentyr-third  1766,  '^  That  the  fhutting  up  the 
courts  of  jullice  is  a  very  great  grievance ;  and  that  the 
judges,  juftices,  and  all  other  public  officers  in  this  pro- 
vince ought  to  proceed  as  ufual."    But  when  the  fupe- 

rior 
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rior  court  opened,  on  the  eleventh  of  March,  the  p^es 
concerned  evaded  the  profecuting  of  bufinefi.  Tht 
lawyers  in  ^  body  waited,  as  ufiial,  upoh  the  jiidgies,  oA 
the  firft  day  of  the  term,  before  they  went  into  the  c6mt. 
The  chief  juftice,  Mr.  Hiitchinfon,  not  being  p^fcfent  at 
this  nieeting,  Mr.  Peter  Oliver  faid  he  attended  accord- 
ing to  his  duty,  and  that  he  underftood  it  would  be  ex- 
pefted  that  he  and  his  brethren  fhould  proceed  in  bufinefi 
in  defiance  of 'the  late  aft  of  parliament:  fuch  proceed* 
ing,  he  added,  was  contrary  to  his  judgment*  and  opi- 
nion I  and  if  he  fubmitted  to  it,  it  would  be  ohly  for 
felf-prefervation,  as  he  knew  he  was  in  the  hands  of  tfii 
populace:  he  therefore  previoufly  protefted,  that  allfttcH 
afts  of  his,  if  they  fhould  happen,  would  be  afts  undcf 
durefs.  To  which  the, other  judges  affenting.  It  wai 
propofed  to  each  of  the  lawyers  fingly.  Do  ydtt  d^^ 
ibat  bujinefs  Jhould  proceed  contrary  to  the  a5i  of  pHrHii^ 
ment?  Every  one  of  them  anlwered  in  the  negatlJre, 
even  Mr.  Otis  himfelf.  But  they  faid,  it  would  be  pl6^ 
per  to  try  a  caufeor  twq  to  quiet  the  people  V  acc^*^ 
ingly  one  caufe,  which  had  been  at  iffue  beforcf  iStki 
ftamp-aft  took  place,  was  tried,  and  all  other  civ2  btffi^ 
nefs  was  poftponed  to  the  middle  of  April..     - 

Though  the  violent  and  riotous  proceedings,  whicK 
have  been  noticed,  were  feverely  cenfured  by  many  5  and 
numbers  in  all  the  colonies,  might  feem  inclined  to  fubmit 
to  the  ftamp-aft,  yet  the  right  of  impofing  it  was  Univef- 
fally  condemned,  and  the  colonial  rights  as  univerf^^ 
acceded  to  by  the  moft  peaceably  difpof^d.  The  xf^ 
lutionsof  the  Pennfylvania  aflembly,  which  met  BtPMd^ 
176$.  delpkia  in  September  1765,  were  paffed  nemine  cdt^d^ 
^  *  dicentei  and  left  upon  their  minutes^  '^  as  a  teftiiltofl/ 

:  -of 
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of  die  zeal  and  ardent  defire  of  that  houfe,  to  preferve 

their  ineftimable  rights,  which  as  Englijhmen  they  pof- 

fefied  ever  fince  the  province  was  fettled,  and  to  tranfmit 

them  to  their  lateft  pofterity."    They  "  refolved,  That 

'  the  only  legal  reprefentatives  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 

province,  are  the  perfons  they  annually  eled:  to  ferve  as 

members  of  aflembly — Refolved  therefore.    That  the 

;    taxation  of  the  people  of  this  province  by  any  other  per- 

V  fons  whatfoever,  than  fuch  their  reprefentatives   in  af- 

%   fembly,  is  unconftitutional,  and  fubverfive  of  their  moft 

valuable  rights — Refolved,    That  the  laying  of  taxe'& 

upon  the  inhabitants  of  this  province,  in  any  other  man* 

ner,  being  naturally  fubverfive  of  public  liberty,  muft, 

of  neceflary  confequence,  be  utterly  deftruftive  of  public 

bappinefs  *."     There  might  not  be  fo  many  quakers  in 

the  houfe  as  ufual;  the  times  probably  occafioned  a 

larger  choice  out  of  other  denominations  j  but  there  muft 

have  been  feveral,  and  thefe  we  find  acquiefced.     Thefc 

;  refolutions  are  as  much  cppofed  to  the  claims  of  the 

Britifli  parliament,  as  are  thofe  of  the  Majfachufetts  af- 

fembly,  paffed  Odtober  the  twenty-ninth.     Indeed  the 

\  latter  dwell  more  upon  the  unalienable  efTential  rights  of 

mankind,  of  which  thefe  cannot  be  divefted,  confiftent 

with  the  law  of  God  and  nature,  by  any  law  of  foeiety; 

and  they  evidently  mark  it  out,  in  their  opinion^  as  ohe 

of  thofe  rights,  that- no  man  can  juftly  take  the  property 

*of  another  without  his  confent.     They  alfo  refolved, 

that  a  reprefentation  in  parliament  of  the  inhabitants  of 

their  province,  fuch  as  the  fubjefts  in  Britain  aftually 

enjoy,  is  impracticable  for  the  fubje£bs  in  America  f. 

*  See  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  Vol.  XXXV.  p,  ^^^.        f  Ibid. 

I   Vol.  XXXVI.  p.  94. 
.  Vol.  h  O  Bur 
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But  both  aflemblies,  though  their  expreflions  differed, 
agreed  in  refolving,  that  the  extenfions  of  the  court 
of  admiralty  within  the  provinces,  is  a  moft  violent  in- 
fraftion  of  the  right  of  trials  by  juries.  The  rcfolves 
of  the  Maryland  arid  Conne5iicut  affemblies,  pafled>  the 
one  September  the  twenty-eighth,  and  the  other  No- 
vember the  firft,  breathed  the  faime  fpirit*. 

But  we  have  now  to  attend  to  a  judicious  mcafurt; 
oa,   purfued  by  the  New  Tork  merchants,  the  more  effcfhi- 
*3i'     ally  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  ftamp-a6t.     They  refolvcd 
to  direft  their  correfpondents  not  to  fhip  any  more  goods 
till  it  was  repealed;  and  that  they  would  not  fell  any 
goods  upon  commiflion,  which  fhould  be  Ihipped  from 
Britain,  after  the  firft  of  January,  unlefe  upon  that  con- 
dition.    They  were  the  foremoft  in  adopting  the  non- 
importation agreement;  and  recommended  the  like  con- 
,         duft  to  the  Majfacbujetts  and  the  neighbouring  provinces 

in  trade. 

Nov.  >    The  merchants  and  traders  of  Philadelphia  had  a 

''      general  meeting,  and  entered  into  a  fimilar  agrecmcnti 

Some  quakers,  who  would  not  fign  the  combination, 

thought  it  prudent  to  be  governed  by  the  fame  reftric* 

tion  ;  and  gave  direftions  that  the  goods  ordered  Ihould 

not  be  fent,  unlefs  the  ftamp-aft  was  repealed. 

Dec.  *     It  was  not  rill  December  the  nindi  that  the  merchants 

9-       and*  traders  of  Bcjicn  refolved  upon  a  non-importation'. 

Government  m^'  deem  fuch  combinations  illegal,   a& 

diey  are  apt  to  do  all  that  are  oppofed  to  their  own  mea- 

fures ;  but  furely  the  cafe  of  communities  is  bad  indeed, 

if  they  have  not  a  right  voluntarily  to  agree  among 


Gentleman's  Magazine,  Vol.  XXXVL  p.  9+  and  95*         •^ 

thcmfclves. 


AMERICAN       REVOLUTION.  19^ 

themlelves,  merely  to  fufpend  buying  till  they  can  ob- 
tain their  own  terms,  when  equitable.  > 
The  peaceable  line  purfued  in  thefe  agreements,  had 
nor  been  attended  to  by  all  who  oppofed  the  ftamp-aft. 
They  therefore,  for  their  own  fafety,  had  a  recourfc  ta 
another,  which  might  have  drenched  the  country  with 
blood,  had  not  the  repeal  prevented.  The  way  had  been 
prepared  by  the  publication  of  a  fyftem  of  politics, 
which  appeared  originally  in  the  New  York  papers,  the 
principal  point  of  which  was,  that  the  colonies  are  no 
otherwife  related  to  Great  Britain  but  by  having  the  fame 
king.  The  effays  meant  to  propagate  and  fupport  this 
fyftem  made  their  firft  appearance  in  the  New  York 
prints,  but  moft  probably  fome  of  the  manufcripts  were 
fcnt  from  Bofton.  The  New  York  fons  of  liberty 
had,  at  length,  a  meeting,  wherein  they  refolved,  that 
they  would  go  to  the  extremity  with  lives  and  fortunes 
to  prevent  the  ftamp-aft.  This  fpirit  produced  the  fol- 
lowing agreement  between  them  and  the  fons  of  liberty 
in  Gonnedicut.                                                    v 

*^  Certain  reciprocal  and  mutual  agreements,  concef-  Deoi 
fions  and  affociiations  made,  concluded  and  agreed  upon  *J* 
by  and  between  the  fons  of  liberty  of  the  colony  of 
New  Tork  of  the  one  part^  and  the  fons  of  liberty  of  the 
colony  of  ConneSlicut  on  the  other  part,  this  twenty-fifth 
:  day  of  December,  in  the  fixth  year  of  the  reign  of  our 
fovereign  Lord  George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
-  of  Great  Britain^  France  and  Ireland  king,  defender  of 
the  faith,  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  fevcn 
I  hundred  and  fixty-five. 

\  .  The  aforefaid  parties  taking  into  their  moft  ferious 
[.  confideration  the  melancholy  and  unfettled  ftate  of  Great 
\   :  O  2  Briiain 
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Briiam  and  her  Norfh  American  colonies^  proceecfing  as 
they  are  fuUy  perfuaded,  from  ^  defign  in  her  nocft  in- 
idious  and  inveterate  enemies,  to  alienate  the  afiediDns 
of  his  majefly^s  moft  loyal  and  faithful  fuhjeds  cfNcrA 
/hnerica  from  his  perfon  and  government— Therefore  to 
prevent  as  much  as  in  us  lies  the  diflblution  of  fo  in* 
dHmable  an  union,  they  do,  in  the  prefence  oi  Abmgbty 
GoJ^  declare  that  they  bear  the  moft  unihaken  £udi  and 
true  allegiance  to  his  majefty  King  George  the  ThicdF-i 
that  they  are  moft  affedionately  and  zealou%  attached 
to  his  royal  perfon  and  famify,  and  are  fuUy  detmnined 
to  the  utmoft  of  their  power,  to  matntun  and  fupfmt 
his  crown  and  dignity,  and  the  fucceffion  asl^  Jaw  efta* 
bliflied ;  and  with  the  greateft  cheerfulneis  they  fisbmit 
to  his  government,  according  tx>  the  known  and  yA 
principles  of  the  British  constitution,  which  they 
eonceiVe  to  be  founded  on  the  etem^  and  immutaUe 
principles  of  juftice  and  equity,  and  that  every  atiempt 
tp  violate  or  wreft  it,  or  any  part  of  h:  from  thcoQi  under 
whatever  pretence,  colour  or  authority,  is  an  heinous  fin 
^ainft  God,   and  the  moft  daring   contempt  of  the 
people^  from  whom  (under  God)  all  juft  govenunent 
fpringSr    From  a  iacred  r^rd  to  all  which,  and  a  juft 
fenie  of  the  impending  evils  that  might  befal  them,  in 
confequence  of  fuch  a  dreadful  diflbludon,  Vhtf  do 
hereby  voluntarily,  and  of  their  own  free  will,  as  weB 
for  the  fupport  of  his  majefty's  juft  prerogative  and  tfafl 
Britiih  conftitution  as  their  own  mutual  fecurity  attl\|pie* 
iervatioiv  ^tc  and  concede  to  aflbciatey  advj^f^.pem 
ted,  and  defend  each  other  in  the  peaceable,  fiA  and 
juft  enjoyment  of  their  inherent  and  accuftoonoLnghts 
as  Britiih  fubjedls  of  their  refpcftivc  coJoniesy  not  hLAit 

leafi 
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leaft  dcfirirtg  any  alteration  or  innovation  in  the  grand 
bulwark  of  their  liberties  and  the  wifiiom  of  ages,  but 
only  to  preferve  it  inviolate  from  the  corrupt  hands  d 
its  implacable  enemies — And  whereas  a  certain  pamphlet 
has  appeared  in  America  in  the  form  of  an  aft  of  par- 
liament, called  and  known  by  the  name  of  the  Stamps 
Ally  but  has  never  been  legally  publifhed  or  introduced, 
neither  can  it,  as  it  would  immediately  deprive  them  of 
the  moft  invaluable  part  of  the  Britilh  conftitution,  vii. 
the  trial  by  juries,  and  the  moit  juft  m.ode  of  taxatioj( 
in  the  world,  that  is,  of  taxing  themfdves,  rights  that 
every  Britiih  fubjeft  becomes  heir  to  as  foon  as  born. 
"    For  the  prefervation  of  which,  and  every  part  of  thtf 
i    Britifti  conftitution,  they  do  reciprocally  refolve  and  de^' 
termine  to  march  with  the  utmoft  difpatch,  at  their  own 
proper  cofts  and  expence,  on  the  firft  proper  notice, 
(which  muft  be  fignified  to  them  by  at  leaft  fix  of  the 
;   fons  of  liberty)  with  their  whole  force  if  required,  and 
it  can  be  fpared,  to  the  relief  of  thofe  that  (hall,  are,  or 
may  be  in  danger  from  xh^Jiamp-aSf^  or  its  promoters 
and  abettors,  or  any  thing  relative  to  it,  on  account  of 
any  thing  that  may  have  been  done  in  oppofition  to  its 
obtaining— And  they  do  mutually  and  moft  fervently 
rccomrtiend  it  to  each  other  to  be  vigilant  in  watching 
all  thofe  who,  from  the  nature  of  their  offices,  vocations 
or  difpofitions,  may  be  the  moft  likely  to  introduce  the 
ufe  of  ftamped  papers,  to  the  total  fubverfion  of  the 
Britifli  conftitution  and  American  liberty ;  and  the  fame, 
^  when  difcovered,  immediately  to  advifc  each  other  of^ 
I   let  them  be  of  what  rank  or  condition  foever ;  and  they 
\   do  agree,  that  they  will  mutually,  and  to  the  utmoft  of 
\   their  power,  by  all  juft  ways  and  means,  endeavour  to 

O  3  bring 
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bring  all  fuch  betrayers  of  their  trountry  to  die'  moft 
condign  punifhnient— And  further,  they  do  niutuiUf  fe^ 
folve  to  defend  the  liberty  of  the  prcfs  in  their  it^fpCftive 
colonies  froai  all  unlawful  violations  and  impediments 
whatever,  on  account  of  the  faid  ad^  as  the  only  means 
(under  divine  Providence)  of  preferving  their  Uvei^  li- 
berties and  fortunes,  and  the  fame  in  regard -430  the 
judges,  clerks,  attornies,  &c.  that  fhall  proceed  without 
any  regard  to  the  Jiamp-aSl^  from  all  pains,  fines,  mulcts, 
penalties,  or  any  moleftation  whatcver-p-And  finally,  th$it 
they  will,  to  the  utmoft  of  thi?ir  power,  endeavour  to 
bring  about,  accomplifh,  and  perfed  the  like  agbciaikm 
with  all  the  colonies  on  the  continent  for  the  like  fihitiity 
purpofes  and  no  other," 

The  oppofition  to  the  flamp-a£t  raged  apparently  more 
|n  New  York  and  Connefticut  than  in  the  Mafiachufetcsi 
but  the  aflbciation  being  agreed  upon,  was  fcnt  by  »- 
prefs  to  the  fons  pf  liberty  at  Boftm^  and  received  Sim- 

1766.  day  the  fecond  of  February  1^66.  Oh  its  recei^  kt-i 
ters  were  forwarded  to  a  few  individuals;  apd  ontho 

Feb.  fixth  of  February,  a  circular  letter  to  the  fcveral  towm 
in  the  colony,  containing  the  aflbciation,  and  die  <k&e 
of  the  firil  original  aflbciators  to  accomplifh  the  like  af- 
fociation,  with  a  requefl  to  be  informed  of  the  fenti- 
ments  and  difpofitions  of  the  people  in  fuch  towfis.  A 
letter  was  alfo  fent  on  the  fame  fubjeft,  to  the  Ckis  rf 
liberty  at  Portfmoutb  m  Hampjhire  colony.  They  met  j 
and  in  their  anfwcr  of  February  the  eighth,  teftified 
their  approbation  of  the  meafure  already  taken,  and 
their  determination  to  oppofe  the  execution  of  th?  ftimp^ 
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The  Bofton  fens  of  liberty  accepted  the  propofal  of 
uniting  themfelves  to  New  Tork  and  ConneSicut ;  and  in 
their  letter  to  the  brotherhood  at  Norwich^  propofed  to 
commence  a  continental  union,  of  which  the  latter  grcatjiy 
approved  in  their  anfwer  of  February  the  tenth. 

On  February  the  thirteenth,  the  fons  of  liberty  at  Bof^  13* 
ton  wrote  a  circular  letter  to  New  Hampjhirey  ConneSlicut 
and  New  York  \  and  before  the  mondi  was  ended,  the 
New  Yorkers  fent  circular  letters  as  far  as  South  Carolina^ 
urging  a  continental  union. 

Moft  of  the  towns  in  the  MaJfachuJettSy  having  been 
applied  to,  fignified  "  their  determination  to  march  with 
their  whole  force  to  the  fupport  of  the  Britifli  conftitu- 
tion,  and  confequently  the  relief  of  thofe  that  (hall  or 
may  be  in  any  danger  from  the  ftamp-a6t  or  its  abet- 
tors." 

It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed,  that  the  diforderly  proceed- 
ings, above  related,  were  chargeable  folely  on  the  dregs 
oi  the  colonies.  The  fons  of  liberty  at  New  York, 
who  held  regular  meetings,  were  faid  to  be  direfted  by 
much  greater  perfons  than  any  that  appeared  among, 
them.  The  mobs  confifted  not  of  mere  rabble ;  but 
were  compofed  much  of  independent  freemen  and  free- 
holders, fo  that  fome  of  the  firftr  people  in  the  provbces 
were  intimidated,  and  left  the  caufe  of  the  parliament 
without  proper  fupport.  Merchants,  affemblymen,  ma- 
giftrates,  ^c.  united  direftly  or  indireftly  in  the  riots, 
and  without  their  influence  and  inftigation  die  lower  clafs 
of  inhabitants  would  have  been  quiet ;  but  great  pains 
I  were  taken  to  roufe  them  into  adion.  At  Bojion  fuch 
\  \vas  the  proteftion  and  countenance  given  to  the  rioters, 
\    tliat  fome  of  the  principal  ringleaders  walked  the  ftreets 

O  4  with 


i 


aoa  THE     JJISTORy     OF     TM« 

^i^rith  impunity,   ho  officer  daring  to  -tttaek  them,  na 
attorney  general  to  profecute  them,  no  wkntft  eo  Mpp&it 
^gainft  them,   and  no  judge  to  fit  upOft  th^m.     Btit 
when  the  enonrnties  are  faid  to  have  originratfcd  ftdtti  the 
Prcftyterians  and  Congr^ationafifts,  th^  chai^  MOft 
be  imputed  to  mafevoknce,  or  to  grofi  ignohtnct,  or  a  ^ 
mixture  of  both.     The  gentlemen  on  the  fide  of  go^ 
vernment,  who  wfere  upon  the  fpot,  in  their  letters  wjit- 
ten  at  the  time,  placed  them  to  the  account  of  tiic  W^. 
ginia  refolves.     Mr.  Hutcbinjon  tells  his  correfpo|idci*if 
^*  Nothing  extravagant  appeared  in  the  papers  tiBran 
account  was  received  of  the  Virginia  refolvj-s.**     Mr. 
Hughes  m\tt%y  "  the  fire  began  in  Virginia:''  gaveriiQr 
Jftmardy  "  the  publilhing  the  Virginia  refolutibns  praMkl^ 
an  alarum  bell  to  the  difafFefted :".  another,  in  his  lettiH^ 
to  Mr.  Secretary  Conway ^  from  New  Tork,  "  the.reibhM 
of  the  affembly  of  Virginia  gave  the  fignal  fop  a  gtocral 
outcry  over  the  continertt."     The  Virginians  arc  dpifet^ 
palians,  and  if  there  is  either  blame  or  merit,  in  dxifiting' 
that  fixed  and  fpirited  oppofition  to  the  ftamp-aft,  -wlAA 
folfowttl  upon  their  refolves,  let  them  be  credited  fkH 
the  fame :  to  them  bebngs  the  honor  or  di%racc  j  liMl 
folely  to  particular  colonies  the  difgftice  of  die  ttYtrti 
enormities  conimitted  in  them.    The  bulk  of  the  pte^ 
pie  at  Bojion  are  congregationalifts ;  at  New  Tork^  tjut 
prefbyterians,   including  the  Dutch  and  forei^  hck^ 
ties,  may  poflibly  be  fully  equal  to,  or  even  exceed  th*: 
epifcopalians.    At  Newport  all  denominations  are  ecjudlf 
encoyragcd,  and  enjoy  no  afcendency  over  each  odier» 
4nd  therefore  mi^t  be  equally  concerned,  the  peaeeiUb 
quakers  excepted.    At  New  Tork  the  moft  violent  ac- 
tors were  epifcopalians  s   at  Bofton,  congregationalifts ; 

^   though 
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though  here  they  were  joined  by  a  ntimbef  of  ef)ifco- 
palians,  and  there  by  a  number  of  prefbyterians. 

People  in  Britain  wtrt  difFerchtly  rffeaed  by  the  cBf-* 
turbances  in  the  colonies.  Thi^  party  ws©  for  fuj^^ort- 
.  ing  the  authority  of  parliament  at  aH  jkirentures,  toid 
for  enforcing  the  ftamp-aft,  if  ncedfiil,  with  the  pdint 
of  the  fword ;  that  for  quieting  the  colonies  by  Ac  re- 
peal of  it.     Happy  for  them,    Mr.  Grenvilk  and  his 

■  p*rty  had  thrown  thennfelves  out  of  place  on  a  difife* 
rence  as  to  the  regency  billj  fo  that  the  rtiarcjuis  of 
Rockingham  and  others  in  dppofition,  who  were  b^tt^i*  1-75^^ 

■  inclined  to  the  Americans,  came  into  office.     The  ttiar- J*^^ 
.  qois  and  his  friends  did  not  come  to  a  refolutioh  oi- 

i   redtly  to  repeal  the  aft.     The  main  lines  of  their  owft 
y   plan  were  not  marked  out,  nor  the  repeal  determined 
\    upon,  until  a  little  before  the  nneeting  of  parliament. 
But  the  choice  of  the  meafure,  and  of  the  principle  ta 
proceed  upon  was  made  before  the  feffion.     The  papers 
relative  to  American  affairs  were    produced   to   the 
houfe  of  commons :  and  it  was  a  kiiki  of  p4an  on  all 
fides,  to  maintain  the  authority  of  parliament,  and  by 
that  very  authority  to  give  the  colonies  every  relief  thd 
"  nature  of  the  cafe  required.     But  the  great  corhmonel* 
Mr.  Pitty  who  neither  communicated,   nor  conncfteS 
himfelf  with  any  one,  came  to  the  houfe  and  declared, 
that  parlian>ent  had  no  right  to  tax  the  colonies ;  and 
faid  alfb,  /  am  glad  Amtrica  has  refifted.     He  hereby 
\    deranged  matters;    threw  the  oppofition  into  a  rage  j 
!     and  reduced  the  miniftry  to  a  neeeflity  of  accompany- 
ing the  repeal,  with  the  declaratory  bill,  exprelfive  of 
the  right  of  parliament  to  hind  the  colonies  in  all  cafi$ 
whatever. 
\  '  Mr, 

I 


1766.^.  Mr.  Grpmlle  moved,  that  t^ie  ftamp-aft  Ihould  b^* 
enforced,  and  was  fuf^rted  by  134,  but  oppbfed  by 
074.    The  merchants  and  manu&durers  joined  thdr 
efforts  with  miniifay  to  obtain  a  repeal.    They;  were 
alarmed  at  the  non-importation  agreement,  and  the'con-^ 
fulions  which  exifled,  as  being,  neceflarily  pre^udicitil  ip 
their  own  interefb,  and  tending  to  the  de0nl^iol^Qf 
*  CCMnmerce.     The  mini^  did  not  &il  to  encoiinige 
petitions,  complaining  of  hard&ips  brought  on  by  tiie 
great  decay  of  trade  to  the  American  colonies ;  and  aHb 
inftrudbons  to  members  from  the  trading  and  mmsobcr 
turing  towns.    The  petition  of  c<mgreis  was  not  admit** 
'    ted:  the  members  not  being  called  tc^ther  by  tlic  to- 
^ority  of  the  crown,  though  a  futile  was  yet  a  prevail* 
ing  argument  ag^nft  its  admiflion.     But  the  repe^  was 
grounded  on  the  other  petitions;  and  after  a  0x  weeks 
enquiry  into  American  affairs,  was  moved  ibr,  wHh  die 
greateit  propriety, '  by  general  Cenwayy  the  iecretary;, 
who  had  oppofed  the  ftamp-bill  at  the  fecond  readings 
and  denied  the  ri^t  of  parliament  to  tax  the  Americans. 
The  debate,  which  enfued,  was  warm,  interefting  and 
Feb.  long.    But,  by  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,   '« the 
^**    houfe,  by  an  independent  noble  i^irited  and  unexpe&ed 
majority,  in  the  teeth  of  all  the  old  mercenary  Swifi  rf 
the  ftate,  in  defpite  of  all  the  Ipeculators  and  augur»  of 
pditical  events,    in  defiance  of  the  whcde  embattled 
kgion  of  veteran  penfioners  and  pra^Ufcd  inflruments  of 
court,  gave  a  total  repeal  to  the  ftamp-aft,  and  (if  ibe 
fcheme  of  taxing  the  colonies  had  been  totally  abandoned) 
a  lading  peace  to  the  whole  empire  *."    The  motioa 
was  carried  by  275,  againft  167.     The  cyder  coui^l^ 

♦  Mr.  Edmund  Bmkc*s  fpecch,  April  19,  1774* 
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fopported  it;  for  they  expefted  a  repeal  of  the  difty  oa 
cyder;  and  obtained  it  in  April.  It  has  been faidi  -that 
had  not  the  miniftry  bartered  the  ftanop-aift  againft  the 
repeal  of  the  cyder  duty,  they  would  not  have  fuccced-, 
ed  *•  This  however  muft  be  a  falfe  charge,  if  thc-for^j 
mer  marked  paragraph  is  ftriftly,>saDae.  During  the  4e- 
bate,  "  the  trading  intereft  of  the  empire,  crammed 
into  die  lobbies  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  with  a.trem,-*. 
bling  and  anxious  expeftation,  and  waited,  almoft  to  a 
winter's  return  of  light,  their  fate  from  the  refolutioi* 
of  the  houfe.  When,  at  length,  that  had  determined 
in  their  favor,  and  the  doors  thrown  open,  Ihowed  them 
the  figure  of  their  deliverer,  in  the  well  earned  triumph 
of  his  important  viftory,  from  the  whole  of  that  grave 
multitude  there  arofe  an  involuntary  burft  of  gratitude  and 
tranfport.  They  jumped  upon  him,  like  children  on 
a  long  abfcnt  father.  They  clung  about  him  as  cap- 
tives about  their  redeemer.  All  England  joined  in  hi$ 
^pplaufe.  Nor  did  he  feem  infenfible  to  the  beft  of  all 
earthly  rewards,  the  love  and  admiration  of  his  fellow 
citizens,  Hope  elevated  and  joy  brightened  his  creji  f ." 
^  The  miniftry  had  certainly  great  difficulties  to  en- 
counter: the  principal  originated  in  the  colonies,  and 
were  caufed  by  the  intemperate  proceedings  of  the  vari- 
ous ranks  of  men  within  them.  "  Their  violence  awakened 
the  honor  of  parliament,  cfpecially  after  Mr.  Pittas  ^ 
fpeech,  and  thereby  involved  every  friend  of  the  repeal 
into  the  imputation  of  betraying  its  dignity.  This 
\s  fo  true,  that  the  ad  could  not  have  been  repeal- 
f     ed,  had  not  men's  minds  been  in   fome   meafure  fa- 

■».         f  Political  Wemoin,  printed  178J.  +  Mr,  Burkc*s  fpeech. 

^  tisfied 
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totuiar  attention  to  the  political  fentiments  of  the  pcfJ* 
ian;who:fhould  be  chofen.  The  inh^itants,  in  fbdtig 
upon  Mr»  S.  Adams,  made  choice  of  a  member,  who 
was  zealoufly  attache^  to  the  rights  of  the  Maflachu^ 
&tts  In.particulari  and  the  colonies  in  general;  and  but 
Ettle  to  his  own  perfonal  interefts.  He  was  well  quali->' 
ficd  to  fecond  Mr.  Oti3,  and  learned  in  time  to  fcrve 
his  own  public  views  by  the  influence  of  the  other.  He 
was  jfbon  noticed  by^the  houfe,  chofen,  and  continued 
dieic  clerk  from  year  to  year,  by  which  means  he  had 
tiie  cuftody  of  their  papers ;  and  of  thefe  he  knew  how 
to  make  an  advantage  for  political  purpofes.  He  was 
frequendy  upon  important  committees,  and  acquired 
great  afcendency,  by  difcoveringareadinels  toacquiefce 
in  the  propofals  and  amendments  of  others,  while  the 
md  aimed  at  by  them,  did  not  eventually  fruftrate  his 
leading  defigns.  He  fhowed  a  pliablenefs  and  complai- 
fance  in  thefe  fmaller  matters,  which  enabled  him  in  the 
ifllie  to  carry  thofe  of  much  greater  confequence ;  and 
there  were  many  favorite  points,  which  the  fons  of  li- 
berty in  the  Majfachujetts  nieant  to  carry,  even  though 
the  ftamp^aft  fhould  be  repealed.  ' .   T 

1^5,  Mr.  Pit f^  declaratioii  againft  the  parliament's  iig^t 
to  impofe  internal  taxesy  and  his  faying  /  am  glad  Ame'-^ 
rica  has  rejiftedy  were  feized  with  eagemefs  by  the  popu* 
lar  leaders  in  the  colonies.  They  praifed  and  idolized 
him  for  the  fame,  without  regarding  what  he  had  dc-* 
clared,  in  favor  of  the  authority  of  parliament  in.  all 
cafes  of  external  taxation,  and  for  enforcing  all  laws  for 
that  purpufe ,  and  notwithftanding  his  havihg  faid,  .**  If 
obedience  be  refufed,  I  would  not  fuffer  a  horfcr-nail  to 
be  made,  in  the  plantations.'*  Their  fpirits  were  elated, 
8  and 
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made  a  moft  numerous  appearance^  to  exprefs  theibr  gra^^ 
titude  and  joy ;  fliips  in  the  river  di^layed  their  oo«* 
lours ;  houfes  at  night  were  iUuoiinated  aU  owr  the 
city,  and  every  decent  and  orderly  method  was  obferv- 
ed,  to  demonftrate  the  juft  fenfe  they  entertained  of  iiis 
majefty's  goodneis,  and  the  wifdom  of  parliameati  in 
conciliating  the  minds  of  the  people  on  this  crideid  oc* 
cafion.  An  exprefs  was  difpatohed  immediately  i»  FaU 
mojudi,  with  lettm's  to  the  different  provinces,  acquatnei* 
ii^  them  with  the  news  of  the  repeal  -,  that  fe  their  fan 
might  vaniih^  and  give  place  to  joy  and  exultmioa* 


LETTER        IV. 


Roxhuryj  ^il  14,  1773. 

"\  ^R.  Samuel  Adams* %  nan>e  wiU  occur  frequently  in 
T^*'  the  courfc  of  our  correlpondence ;  be  it  noted  ^^^ 
therefore,  that  the  firft  time  of  his  being  returned  foe  ^^^^ 
Bqftwi^  and  ferving  as  a  reprefentative,  was  upon  an  27. 
cle<9ion  occafioned  by  the  death  of  Oxenhridge  Thecber 
e£q.     The  deceaied  belonged  to  the  band  of  patriots ; 
but  when  he  happened  to  think  differently  from  Mr. 
0/i5  jun*  in  the  houfe  of  aflembly,  the  latter  treated  him 
in  lb  overbearing  and  indecent  a  ijianner,  that  he  was  , 
obliged  at  times  to  call  upon  the  fpeaker  to  interpofe 
and  protect  him.     The  ftate  of  affairs  required  a  par^ 

ticular 
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.vithput.  sny  jregard  to  tive  political  ftote  .of  Amcnck^  «r 
.any  purpo^  to  remevt  one  of  its  difficulties. 

i9«    *     The  hpufe  were  unammom  in  voong,  that  tiiiuikft. 
'&auld  be  retumed'io  the  ^dake  of  Grtftw  and  od^  no^ 

{  i^n^en,  to  Mr.  Pitt  and  oifier  gentlea^en,^  who  lu|d 
'  been  aifiave  an!d  aiding  in  die  rq)eal' of  the  Ihtnip^afiL 
H^iwevBerj  ^hen  his  majefty^s  Tecommendadoft  4n>  mafae 
'tq>  die  lofles  of  die  fui^ers  in  the  late  uniiappy  tkaes, 
came  bdSmre  diem  from  the  governor  wkh  thdle  wonb> 
«^  The  ju^ce  ^nd  humanity  of  diis  requifitkm  is  jR>  fop- 
ciblC)  i^at  it'<:annot  be  contreverted  $  the  authority  iit^ 
which  it  b  introduced^  fkould  preclude  all  dMputiadbti 
about  complying  with  it  ;'*  they  objefted  tadie  manoiior 
in  which  it  was  propoTed^  as  being  ^^  derogat30r|P  to  die 
honor  of  the  haufe^  and  in  breach  c^  die  prifjl^ti 
'thereof/*  ai%d  unreafonably  decUned  nneking  com|mi&- 
don ;  whereas  their  privile^s  might  hav^  been  pre&FMd 
unii^ured^  by  a  vote  to  relicye  the  fuSem-svpoitiiiar 
-owA  apptioadoft>  out  of  duttful  refpeft  to  the  nuld^ie^ 
•^e&ntatioA  of  his  m^yefty,  and  out  of  humaaity.  jpHl 
gene^^  to  die  iiifimrs« 

When  a  compenfadon  was  Hrft  talked  of^  k.  wa»the 
general  opinion,  that  it  ought  to  be  niade^  but  diitJt 
was  due  firom  Bofton  only,  and. not  the.provinoe  ingo- 
neraL  This  thou^  probably  determined  die 
memdxrs  to  oppofe  makiogrthe  compen&don  eve&ie 
of  the  treafury;  a  way  in  vdiich  it  might  have 
done,  had  they  and. their  friends  joined  the  fiieada;  «f 
govanment.  But  had  the  money  been  ordered  out  of 
the  treafory,  a  fvbfequeftt  motbii  might  have  dbttged 
it  upon  Bofton,  ^hich  as  the  tax  bill  was  to  be  paft  at 
that  dme,  would  have  been  eafily  effe£ted«    Theintcreft 
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of  the  town  induced  its  members  to  employ  every  dr- 
cumftance  to  prevent  the  compenfation's  being  voted  at 
prefent.  After  a  while  repeated  advices  were  received, 
that  the  honor  of  parliament  was  engaged  to  fee  the 
compenf^tion  made,  and  that  they  would  certainly  take 
it  in  hand,  if  the  provincial  aflembly  refufed.  It  was 
obvious,  that  the  parliament  could  enforce  payment 
from  a  fea-port.  The  people  of  Bofton  grew  uneaiy> 
that  the  money  was  not  paid.  A  town-meeting  was 
^  called :  the  abovementioned  expedient  was  propofed 
and  approved  of,  and  their  reprefentatives  were  direfted 
to  ufe  their  influence,  that  compenfation  might  be  granted 
upon  thofe  principles,  and  the  money  be  paid  out  of 
the  treafury. 

Mr.  Hutchinfon  and  the  other  fufFerers  petitioned  for  Septi 
relief*.  Their  petitions  were  confideredj  and  on  the 
queftion  being  put,  "  Whether  Ihall  compenfation  be 
made  out  of  the  province  treafury  ?"  it  paiTed  in  the 
negative.  A  bill  however,  was  finally  admitted  for 
making  compenfation,  which  was  to  be  tranfmitted  to 
the  feveral  towns,  for  the  fentiments  of  the  conflituents. 

It  paffed  to  be  engrofTed,  yeas  53,  nays  2S>  ^^^  oot  Dec 
•without  the  houfe's  refolving,  "  That  it  is  under  afeil  S* 
perfuafion,  that  the  fufFerers  have  no  juft  claim  or  de- 
mand on  the  province." — A  needlefs  refolve,  tending 
to  excite  difgufl:  in  many,  without  anfwering  any  im- 
portant purpofe.  The  ad  granted  compenfation  to  the 
fufFerers ;  and  a  free  and  general  pardon,  indenmity  and 
oblivion  to  the  offenders  in  the  late  times*  It  was  dif- 
allowed  at  hon>e,  on  account  of  the  affembly's  having 

\  ♦  Mr.  Hutchinfon's  lofs  was  2396I.  3s.  idf.  Mr.  Oliver's  129I.  3s. 
f  Mr.  HaUowcirs  289KC  ifd.  Mr.  Story's,  50I,  us.  6|d>  all  fterling, 
L    >^  P  2  incor- 
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incorporated  an  aft  of  pardon  with  an  aft  of  compen- 
fation,  without  having  obtained  his  majefty's  previous 
confcnt  to  fuch  aft  of  pardon.  The  fufFerers  however 
received  the  compenfation,  and  the  offenders  were  not 
profecuted* 
Nov.  In  firginia  a  bill  pafled  the  houfe  of  burgcffes,  for 
^*  erefting  a  ftatue  to  his  majefly,  as  an  acknowledgmcDt 
for  repealing  the  ftamp-aft,  and  alfo  ai^  obelifk  to  com- 
memorate thofe  worthy  patriots  who  diftinguilhed  them- 
felves  in  bringing  about  that  happy  event.  And  at 
Dec.  New  Yorky  an  aft  was  pafled  for  making  reftitution  to 
the  feveral  perfons  therein  named,  for  lofles  fuftuned 
in  the  late  commotions.  But  when  the  aflemblywas 
applied  to,  for  carrying  into  execution  the  aft  of  par- 
liament of  the  preceding  year,  for  quartering  his  ma- 
jefty's troops,  they  faid  in  their  addrefs  to  the  governor. 
Sir  He>jrj  Moore,  "According  to  the  conftrudtion  put 
on  it  here,  it  is  required,  that  all  the  forces,  which  fliaU 
at  any  time  enter  this  colony,  fhaU  be  quartered  during 
the  whole  year,  in  a  very  unufual  and  expenfive  ms(Q- 
ner:  by  marching  feveral  regiments  into  this  colony, 
this  expence  would  become  ruinous  and  infupportablc } 
and  therefore  we  cannot,  confifl:ent  with  our  duty  to 
bur  conftituents,  put  it  in  the  power  of  any  perfon  (what- 
foever  confidence  we  may  have  of  his  prudence  and  in*- 
tegrity)  to  lay  fuch  a  burden  on  them  r''  and  fo  juftiBed 
their  declining,  to  provide  for  the  troops^ 

Befoit  clofing  the  account  of  1766,  be  it  obferved, 
that  the  people  of  Ccnne^ficut  failed  not  to  ihow  their 
refentment  againft  their  late  governor's  having  qualifxa], 
agreeable  to  what  the  ftamp-aft  enjoined.  There  was 
a  meeting  of  gentlemen  at  Hartford,  for  concqting  a 

plan 
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plan  for  the  choice  of  a  new  governor  and  counlellorsi, 
in  the  room  of  thofe,  who  with  him  had  taken  th^ 
oath  required.  Matters  were  fo  managed  at  this  meet- 
ing, that  when  the  eleftion  came  on,  Mr.  Pifkin  wa^ 
chofen  governor,  and  colonel  "Trumbull^  deputy  gover- 
nor. But  the  epifcopalians,  almoft  to  a  man,  voted  for 
Mr.  Fitch  i  and  by  thus  making  a  party  with  adrtiini-- 
ftration,  againft  the  claims  and  rights  of  their  colony, 
^    rendered  themfelves  obnoxious. 

I        The  Majfachufett's  houfe  of  aflembly  continued  their  1767, 
■•    oppofition  to  the  lieutenant  governor,    Mr.  Hutcbinfotf,  J^- 

and  refolved,  "  That  he  not  being  elefted  a  counfeUor, 
r  has  by  the  charter,  no  right  to  a  feat  at  the  council 
f  board,  with  or  without  a  voice,  while  the  commander 
1  in  chief  is  in  the  province."  ^  March  the  fifth  the  coun- 
cil determined  the  fame  j  but  in  their  meflage  to  the 
houfe,  CKpreffed  their  furprife  at  what  had  been  done 
without  them,  and  at  its  not  being  mentioned  to  the 
board  till  February  the  twenty-fourth,  Mr.  Hutcbinfm 
afterward  did  not  attempt  to  be  prefent,  Lord  Shel- 
bume,  in  anfwer  to  what  was  tranfmitted  to  him,  by 
the  governor  upon  the  affair,  wrote  in  September  '*  the 
admiffion  of  the  lieutenant  governor  lies  after  all  in  the 
brcaft  of  the  council  only,  as  being  the  proper  judges 
of  their  own  privileges,  and  as  having  a  right  to  deter- 
mine whom  they  will  admit  to  be  prefent  at  their  deli- 
berations.'* Thefe  proceedings  of  the  Majfachujetf  s  and 
New  Tork  affemblies,  thought  to  be,  in  name  at  leaft,' 
two  of  the  moft  confiderable  in  the  colonies,  wefe  af- 
cribed  to  an  unreafonable  perverfenefs  of  temper ;  and 
cxafperated  the  friends  of  America,  by  expofmg  them, 
Jiowever  unjuftly,  to  the  imputation  of  facrificing  the 
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iniereto  of  Great  Britain  to  thofe  of  America.    Thrj^- 
aUb  encouraged  the  Anti-Americans  to  refume  the  plan 
of  taxing  the  colonies  j  and  Mr.  Charles  "TownfendipdNm^  - 
td  his  credit  to  them,  for  efFedting  it,  and  became  chan- 
chellor  of  thp  Eojiqhiequer.    But,  three  of  the  miniftry 
oppofed  in  Ac  council,  taxing  the  Americans  afrefh  y 
and  it  would  have  been  a  blefling  had  their  opinion 
prevailed. . 
May       The  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  for  leave  to 
'^*     bring  in  bills,  for  granting  a  duty  upon  paper,  glafs, 
psdnters  colours,   &c,    in   the  Britifh  American   co- 
Ionics  ;  for  fettling  falaries  on  the  governors,  judges,  &fr. 
In  North  America  j  and  for  taking  off  the  duty' on  teas 
exported  to  America,   and  granting  a  duty  of  three* 
pence  a  pound  on  the  importatioil  in  America.*  ^Twa 
bills  were  at  length  framed,  the  one  for  granting  duties 
in  the  Britifh  colonies  in  America,   on  paper,   glafi> 
painters  colours,  tea,  ^c.  the  other  for  taking  off  the 
duty  of  a  (hilling  a  pound  on  all  black  and  Sihgla  tea» 
and  for  granting  a  drawback  on  teas exported'to  Irdand 
and  America.     The  firft  received  the  royal  aflferit  June 
the  twenty-ninth  5  the  laft  July  the  fecond.     The  pre- 
amble to  the  firft  aft  expreffes,  that  the  duties  are  laid, 
*^  for  the  better  fupport  of  government,  and  the  ^nii- 
niftration  of  the  colonies."    The  colonifts  deemed  it  un- 
npceflary,  unjuft,  and  dangerous  to  their  moft  impoN 
tant  ri^ts.    There  is  a  claufe  in  it,  enabling  the  crown^ 
by  fign  manual,  to  eftablifh  a  general  civil  lift^  tbroi^- 
cut  every  province  in  North  Jmcrica^  to  any-  indefi^ 
extent,  widi  any  lalaries  pehfions  or  appointments*  to 
any  unlimited  amount,  even  to  the  produce  of  the  hft 
f«thir^  of  the  American  revenue.    The  point  was  now 

carried^ 
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carried,  5which  had  been. the  objfed  »f^  irv^y  ittiiilffe* 
fince  the  reign  of  Chaiies  II.  viz.  ^be  eftSliJbmmof  4 
avil  lifi  in  America  independent  of  the  affmbliis.  Mt; 
Richard  Jackjon  fpoke  in  die  houfe  of  comtocyns  j^nft 
that  part  of  the  bill,  and  was  fupportcd  cAly  by  Mk 
Hujkej  and  no  other  member.  He  was  convinGc4>  thdt 
thougli  the  judges  ought  to.  be  independefity  b6di  of 
crown  and  people,  yet  mifchiefs  might  atifc  fiwkte  th# 
indepcndfcftcy  of  governors  on  the  people,  rtiucll  greatet' 
than  could  arife  from  their  dependence;  and  that  it'wai 
not  fit,  that  fiich  perfons  as  governors  ufuaily  are,  fhmii4 
be  independent  of  the  people,  and  dependent  itupOft 
the  crown  for  their  governments.  The  a(3:  p^vide^ 
that,  ^er  ^  fuch  minifterial  warrants  under  thf  fign 
manual,  as  are  thought  proper  and  neceffary^  ihaB  ht  fiU 
tisfiedy  the  refidue  of  the  revenue  fhafl  be  at  die  diQ>e^ 
ial  of  die  parliament.*  But  who  eafl  foppofe,  that 
ftich  Warrants  wifl  ever  be  fetisfiec^  till  minifters  baV)^ 
pfbvided  fbr  all  their  firiends  and  favorites?  May  it 
ftot  be  faid  upon  the  plaai  of  this  aft,  ^'  the  mockery  of 
\  sD  Anacricsfti  revenue  proves  at  laft  to  be  the  crumbs 
diat  fail  from  the  minifter's  tafcle-i-thc  rcfiduc  indeed^ 
erf*  a  r<^?!k  warrant,  counterfigned  by  the  iirft  lord  of  ^ 
Treafiify*?^' 

An  accoufit  t>€irtg  received  of  New  Tork*^  havjag^rei 
ftifed  to  provide  for  quartering  the  troops,  Mr.  "GMft^ 
and  his  adherents  raifed  foch  a  clsimor  againft  Americdii 
diat  it  was  thought  neceffary  to  bring  in  a  biti  '^  ^i/M 
reftraining  the  affembly  of  Nm  Torkfrorxk  paffrngp  any  ^7# '  * 
aft,  till  they  had  complied  with  die  aft  pf  parBament 
for  die  furniftiing  his  majefty^  troops  with  ?he  need- 
»  Mr,  Hartley's  kttew, 
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larics  required  by  that  aft ;''  and  it  had  the  royal  affcnt 
the  fccond  of  July.  The  taking  away  in  this  manner 
from  the  province  of  New  Tork  all  the  powers  of  le- 
giflation,  till  they  Ihould  comply  with  the  former  a6t, 
pccafioned  a  general  alarm  among  the  Americans.  They 
now  faw  that  their  own  colonial  parliaments,  as  they 
confidered  them,  were  to  be  bound  to  what  the  Bntiih 
miniftry  might  deem  their  good  behaviour,  by  the  a6ks 
of  a  Britifh  parliament.  Nothing  could  be  more  grating 
to  the  fons  of  liberty  in  every  province.  It  was  the 
club  of  ppwer  which,  while  it  knocked  down'  the  New 
Tork  aflembly,  threatened  every  other  with  the  like,  if 
not  pliable. 

A  plan  of  a  board  of  commiffioners  for  the  American 
department,  in  order  to  eafe  the  old  board  of  conunif- 
Honors  of  part  of  its  burden  through  increafing  bufinels, 
had  been  in  contemplation.  It  was  intended  to  be  plac^ 
in  London,  in  order  to  be  near  the  treafury,  the  ulti- 
matum of  revenue  matters.  Mr.  Paxton  thought  to  be 
the  moil  plaufible  and  infmuating  of  mankind,  though 
not  the  moft  fincere,  having  left  Bofton  and  gone  to 
Britain,  had  free  accefs  to  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer, Mr.  Charles  l^ownjend.  It  is  faid,  that  he  whined, 
cried,  profeffed,  fwore,  and  made  his  will  in  favor  of 
th^t  great  man  j  and  then  urged  the  ncceffity  of  an 
Am&^icm  board  of  comraiffionersj  and  his  having  a  feat  at 
^t.  He  might  forward  the  bufinefs.  Be  that  as  it  may, 
June  the  chancellor  brought  in  a  bill  for  eftablifhing  a  cuftom- 
3*  houfe  and  a  board  of  commiffioners  in  America,  which 
alfo  paffed  into  an  a£k  at  the  fame  time  with  the  former. 
Mr.  Paxton,  for  his  own  convenience  and  pleaiurt^ 
might  procure  the  6xing  the  board  at  Bofton  ^  but  of  all 
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places  it  was  die  moft  improper.  The  peopk  were  of 
all  others  the  moft  jealous  of  infringements  on  their  li- 
berties ;  and  were  the  leaft  fuited  to  fee  crown  officers 
living  among  them  in  great  ftate,  upon  what  they  could 
not  but  deem,  from  the  mediocrity  of  their  own  cir- 
cumftances,  large  falaries,  payable  from  the  revenue,  to 
be  raifed  from  the  colonies.  The  board  Ihould  have 
been  placed  at  New  York.  Smuggling  was  as  prevalent 
there  as  atBofton.  The  inhabitants  had  been  long  ufed 
to  crown  officers  with  Iplendid  appearances ;  the  com- 
manders of  his  majefty's  troops  refided  much  among 
them  \  numbers  of  them  lived  in  a  higher  ftile  than  the 
Boftonians ;  befide,  there  the  commiffioners  would 
have  had  forces  at  hand  to  have  fupported  them,  and 
have  met  with  greater  affiftance  from  the  fcrvants^f  a 
royal  government  and  their  conneftions.  The  tiiping 
alfo,  as  well  as  the  placing  of  the  board,  wa$  rather 
unfortunate ;  for  it  fupplied  the  Americans  with  the  op- 
portunity of  propagating,  that  it  was  appointed  mecely 
to  enforce  the  new  duties^  By  this  means  the  people 
were  inflamed,  and  the  appointment  was  pronounced  tin- 
conftitu  tional  and  oppreffive.  The  duties  were  to  take  place 
after  the  twentieth  of  November;  and  in  the  beginning 
of  that  month,  three  of  the  commiffioners,  Henry  Bidton^ 
WilUam  Burchy  and  Charles  Paxton  efqrs.  arrived  at 
Bofton :  the  other  two,  John  "Temple  and  John  Robinfon 
efqrs.  were  in  America  before.  As  to  the  expence  of 
the  board  of  cuftoms,  including  the  whole,  it  was  a 
thoufand  pounds  lefs  than  that  of  the  four  furveyors 
general,  and  the  office  connefted  with  them  at  London. 
The  chanceUor  had  been  inftrumental  in^reviving  thofe 
American  animofitics,  which  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp- 

adt 


^l6  THE     HIStORY     •F     THt 

farics  required  by  that  aft  j"  and  it  had  the  royal  affcnt 
the  fccond  of  July.  The  talcing  away  in  this  manner 
from  the  province  of  New  Tork  all  the  powers  of  le- 
giflation,  till  they  fhould  comply  with  the  former  aft, 
Qccafioned  a  general  alarm  among  the  Americans.  They 
now  faw  that  their  own  colonial  parliaments,  as  thefy 
confidered  them,  were  to  be  bound  to  what  the  Britifh 
miniftry  might  deem  their  good  behaviour,  by  the  afts 
of  a  Britifh  parliament.  Nothing  could  be  more  grating 
to  the  fons  of  liberty  in  every  province.  It  was  the 
club  of  ppwer  which,  while  it  knocked  down  the  New 
Tork  aflembly,  threatened  every  other  with  the  like,  if 
not  pliable. 

A  plan  of  a  board  of  commiflioners  for  the  American 
department,  in  order  to  eafe  the  old  board  of  commif- 
lioners pf  part  of  its  burden  through  increafing  bufinefi, 
had  been  in  contemplation.  It  was  intended  to  be  plac^ 
in  London,  in  order  to  be  near  the  treafury,  the  ulti- 
matum of  revenue  matters.  Mr.  Paxton  thought  to  be 
the  moil  plaufible  and  infmuating  of  mankind,  though 
not  the  moft  fincere,  having  left  Bofton  and  gone  to 
Britain,  had  free  accefs  to  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer, Mr.  Charles  I'ownfend.  It  is  faid,  that  he  whinc5d, 
cried,  profefled,  fwore,  and  made  his  will  in  favor  of 
that  great  man ;  and  then  urged  the  ncceflity  of  an 
An^erijpan  board  of  mnrnijfionersy  and  his  having  a  feat  at 
it.  He  might  forward  the  bufinefs.  Be  that  as  it  may, 
June  the  chancellor  brought  in  a  bill  for  eftablifhing  a  cuitom- 
3»  houfe  and  a  board  of  commiflioners  in  America,  which 
alfo  pafled  into  an  aft  at  the  fame  time  with  the  former, 
Mr.  Paxton,  for  his  own  convenience  and  pleailite, 
might  procure  the  6xing  the  board  at  Bofton  5  but  of  all 
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places  it  was  the  mod  improper.    The  people  were  of 
all  others  the  moft  jealous  of  infringements  on  their  li- 
berties i  and  were  the  leaft  fuited  to  fee  crown  officers 
living  among  them  in  great  ftate,  upon  what  they  could 
not  but  deem,  from  the  mediocrity  of  their  own  cir- 
cumftances,  large  falaries,  payable  from  the  revenue,  to 
.    be  raifed  from  the  colonies.     The  board  fhould  have 
.    been  placed  at  New  York.     Smuggling  was  as  prevalent 
i    there  as  atBofton.     The  inhabitants  had  been  long  ufed 
t  tx>  crown  officers  with  Iplendid  appearances  5  the  com- 
\  manders  of  his  majefty's  troops  refided  much  among 
I   them  5  numbers  of  them  lived  in  a  higher  ftile  than  the 
^    Boftonians;    befide,    there  the    commiffioners  would 
\    have  had  forces  at  hand  to  have  fupported  them,  and 
\  have  met  with  greater  affiftance  from  the  fcrvants  of  a 
;   royal  government  and  their  conneftions.     The  tiipii^ 
;   alio,  as  well  as  the  placing  of  the  board,   wa3  rather 
unfortunate ;  for  it  fupplied  the  Americans  with  the  op- 
?  portunity  of  propagating,  that  it  was  appointed  meccty 
I  to  enforce  the  new  duties.     By  this  means  the  people 
were  inflamed,  and  the  appointment  was  pronounced  un- 
\  conftitutionalandoppreffive.  The  duties  were  to  take  place 
'.  after  the  twentieth  of  November;  and  in  the  beginning 
:   of  that  month,  three  of  the  commiffioners,  Uemy  Uukm^ 
'   William  Bunh^    and  Charles  Paxton  efqrs.    arrived  at 
Bofton :  the  other  two,  John  Hemple  and  John  Rohmfon 

S  efqrs.  were  in  America  before.  As  to  the  expencc  of 
the  board  of  cuftoms,  including  the  whole,  it  was  a 
thoufand  pounds  lefs  than  that  of  the  four  furveyors 
'•;  general,  and  the  office  connefted  with  them  at  London. 
\  The  chancellor  had  been  inftrumental  in  reviving  thofe 
\   American  animofitics,  which  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp- 

aft 
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ad  had  qwfcttd  i  but  didtiot  live  to  fed  tbe  fa&al  can;^ 
fequences  which  have  fbUoived>  a&  he  dkd  tte*foiitd)  d 
September*  .- 

oa«  A  few  gentlemen  at  a  private  dub  m.Bo/lm^  baring 
fuggcfted  a  non-nnportadon  agrcgiDCht»  tht  duabght 
was  improved  upon,  tiH  at  kn^  tlie  JahthiratKBy  at  a 
town  meetiiigy  agreed  upon  meafu^es  t(^  prOifibtft  ia«, 
dulkrfy  oeconomy^  and  manufafhtfeai  thecebf  ttr  pMc« 
vent  the  unnedefiary  impcfftmons>f  Euntpimi  cmamwAk 
ties.  They  aUb  verted^  that  a  fuUcriptioct  |n^>Qr.4Miikb 
be  prepared,  and  it  ccHxnnktee  af^nted  to  ptteincs 
fiAfcrqpcio£is  to  it  ^  bjr  \dhich  the  parties  .jQag^^^cd  tc^OH 
courage  the  ufe  and  con&imptbn  of  all  articles  'mniiin 
hStVListi^in  utf  of  the  Britifli  American  cotonksri  ml 
aftef  Ae  tbirty-&ib  of  December  foHowm^  Mi  tm  9w4 
chflft  certaki  entnmirated  articles  inq)ort3sdfiwri  abntMlr? 

The  fji^re  of  txpe£ted  fiicceis  from  tbefe  ma 
and  an  af^rehdn^M  of  difag^ecable  eonfequeifcesl 
a^  ineflfeStual  oppofitioib  were  pn^3»a^ 

Xoy.  i^^idlCv^  Mr.  O^  at  a  fobiequelft  t0wii-^cecni|gj^'  M 

20*  makefi^  Ickvg  i|)eeeh  oii  the  fide  6f  governments  #iMMAi 
he  aflerted  the  ki^'s^  fight  to  a|)point  effiicei«  O^id0 
cuftorhdE,  in  what  number  and  by  what  de^ROKn^^ 
pleafed;  and  that  as  to^  the  new  do^s>  k  IMniMl^^tito^ 
very  imprudent  in  the  town  to^  mdite  aiv  0ppoGiSxilit%^ 
them,  if«*ien  every  totm  in  the  provwteei^  and  eveiy  dlM^ 
pro^nce  in*  America  feemed  to  acqdlefce  in  ttotii  lioft 

Pec.  be  contented;    But  the  priDpofed  m^^ikAas  werfe^itfcflr'.t 
ward  approved  of  and  adopted  at  Pfwidmi^  and  AG«M 

1768.     The  CcmeSHoit  towns  and  Ne^  T(?f^  fi>1b#ed- 
^^'  ample.    Still  the  bufinefs  labored  without  bAlg- 
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dtiftive  of  any  important  eflfefbs.     This  engaged  the  at* 
tendon  of  one  captain  Malcolm,  a  finall  trader^  who 
about  eighteen  months  before  had  made  himfclf  6mous 
by  a  violent  and  fucccfsful  refiftance  with  fword  and 
piftol,  to  the  cuftom-houfe  officers,  when  endeavouring 
to  fearch  his  houfe  for  uncuftomed  goods,  under  the 
authority  of  a  writ  of  afliftance.     Having,  about  the 
nniddle  of  February,  fafely  runr  the  cargo  of  a  fchooner' 
.    from  Fyall,  confrfting  of  about  fixty  pipes  of  wine,  he 
m  within  two  or  three  days  procured  a  meeting  of  fbme 
'h    merchants  and  traders,'  at  which  he  prefided.    Nothing 
\    was  determined  upon  more,  than  the  calling  of  a  genietal 
i    ixiecting  of  the  merchants  on  Friday,  March  the  fourth. - 
L  This  may  be  ftiled  the  firft  movement  of  the  merchants 
againft  the  new  afts  of  parliament.    The  refult  of  tWs' 
meeting  was,  that  a  fubfcription  for  not  importing  any 
Englifli  goods,    except  for  the  fifhery,   for  ei^teea 
months,  fhould  be  prepared  and  carried  round  the  tcfmu 
It  met  with  no  great  encouragement,  and  many  de- 
clined fubfcribing.    On  this,  all  engines  were  fet  to' 
work;  fome  were  threatened  and  made  afraid  for  their 
perfitfis  and  houfes;  others  for  their  trade  and  crei£t. 
By  fuch  means  the  fubfcription  was  filled.    But  the' 
merchants  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia  decluqng  tQ 
concur  in  the  mea&re,  thofe  of  BoftcMi  were  obliged  tof 
give  it  up  for  the  prefent.    However  they  renewed  it 
within  a  few  months,  as  you  will  learn  below. 

The  New  England  fpirit  of  patxiotifin  apd  ceconomy 
was  greatly  approved  of  at  Philadelphia ;  and  it  was  {aid,  that 
I  "  If  America  is  faved  from  its  impending  danger.  New 
\  England  will  be  its  acknowledged  guardian."  Periodi- 
f  cal  pieces  w^re  p^blilhed  at  Bofton,  on  the  nature  and' 
y     ■  1  extent 
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eictcnt  of  Britilh  parliamentary  power.  Hints  were 
thrown  out  about  independency :  and  intimations  g^tlehy 
that  freemen  were  not  to  be  governed  any  more  don 
taxed  but  by  their  own  confent^  in  real  or  virtual  repre- 
fentadves.'  The  power  of  Britiih  le^tflation  Cfwc  the 
Americans  was  qi^ffiioned^  and  virtually  denied^  Mat-* 
terswere  brought  to  this  lengthy  by  broaching  anew  a  dii^ 
pute  that  ihould  never  have  been  nuyved  again  i  and 
which  might  happily  have  lain  dormant  for  half  4i  cen- 
tury or  more>  had  no  freih  attempt  been  made  to  tine 
the  Americans.  Before  the  ftamp-aft,  they  allowed  the 
ihoAer  country  a  certain  prerogative  over  them,  ;"ThBf 
acquiefced  in  the  parliament's  rij^t  to  make  many  itSts, 
landing  them  in  divers  internal  matters^  and  rqgnlado(g( 
their  trade.  They  did  not  reafoii  neidier  then  luAinih^ 
mediately  after  the  repeal>  ^'  if  the  par^Anient  hasr^d9 
right  to  tax  us  mtemalljy  they  have  none  to  tax  ti»':9B^ 
tcrmUf^  or  to  make  any  other  iaw'to  birid  us/*  rlShef^ 
adnoitted  the  diftinflion  between  intesnal  and  escoemfi 
QUKatiQn,  and  betwedi  raifing  money  fronithe  rC^uUEnartV 
of  trade^  atKi  ruling  it  for  the  purpofes  of  a  reveikoe;v 
The  wifdom  of  parliament  fhould  have  alxidcby.tBdr 
conceifions^  and  have  adoptx^d  and :  confirmed  %e^ 
diilin£tion.  But  bdng  oblig^  to  enter  afrefh  tfae-fidtfi 
of  political  controverfy>  great  numbers  began  to  thndi^ 
that  the  want  of  reprefentation  in  parliament  freed'dmtf 
abfolutely  from  any  obedience  to  the  power  cSr'iOtm 
Britiih  legiflature ;  and  that  there  was  no  real^  and.bJdy 
a  nominal  difference  between  intjemal  and  externals  tw^ 
ation^  agreeable  to  vdiat  was  infilled  upon  by  the  piutf' 
oppofing  the  repeal  of  the  ilamp-afl:.  John  DMSijfH 
efq;  began  fo  early  as  in  November  1767  to  employ  Ifli 

peq 
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pen  againft  the  afts  which  had  been  paffed,  in  a  feries 
of  Letters  from  a  Farmer  in  Pennfylvania  to  the  Inhabitants 
cf  the  Britijh  Colornes.  They  amounted  to  twelve;  and 
in  them  he  ably  maintained  the  rights  of  the  colonifts. 
He  clofcd  with  a  poftfcript  in  thefe  words :  "  Is  there 
not  the  greateft  reafon  to  hope,  if  the  univerfal  fenfe  <£ 
thefe  colonies  is  immediately  expreft  by  refohes  of  the 
affemblies  in  fupport  of  their  rights,  by  inflruHions  to 
their  agents  on  the  fubjeft,  and  by  petitions  to  the 
crpwn  and  parliament  for  redrels,  that  thofe  meafures 
will  have  the  lame  fuccefs  now  that  they  had  in  the  time 
\  of  the  ftamp-aft  V'\  The  inhabitants  of  Bofton  were  fo 
fcnfible  of  the  eminent  fervice  he  did  to  the  common 
caufe,  that  they  wrote  to  him  upon  the  occafion.  In 
his  j)|ifwer,  April  the  eleventh,  he  faid,  "  Never  will 
.  my  heart  become  infcnfible  till  infenfible  of  all  worldly 
things,  of  the  unfpeakable  obligation  I  owe  to  the  in- 
;.  habitants  of  .the  Majfachufetts  Bay,  (or  the  vigilance  with 
;  which  they  have  watched  over,  and  the  magnanimity 
with  which  they  have  maintained,  the  liberties  of  the 
\  Britijh  colonies  on  this  continent."  It  was  probably 
o^ing  to  Mn  Dickinfon*s  publications,  that  the  PenH/yl-- 
\  vania  affembly,  early  in  February,  before  they  knew 
ic^what  meafures  the  Majfachufetts  Bay,  or  any  other  co- 
.:  iony,  would  purfue,  took  into  confideration  the  ad  im- 
.  pofing  duties  on  paper,  glafs,  &c.  and  gave  pofitive  in- 
-ftrudlions  to  their  agents,  to  unite  with  other  agents  in 
.  applying  to  parliament  and  praying  relief. 

It  may  be  juftly  concluded,  from  governor  Bernard'^  . 

letters  to  lord  Shelburne,  that  the  Maflachufetts  affem- 

.  biy  were  inclined  to  bury  in  oblivion  the  difcords  occa- 

fiQncd  by  the  ftamp-aft,  and  to  efcape  other  fubjefts  of 

2  future 
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futintr  coiiLfo?fer^,  had  n6t  the  kte  ehaisetfBor  wh 
h^qppljr  revived  tte  amniofides.  '^  The  hoofed  (fiys 
the  govmior)  from  die  time  of  opening  tfaeftffiDn«> 
dus  day,  has  fiietm  a  xli^fidon  to  anud  iflL  cBQiafe 
tmhme;  ev^  dimg  havii^  paflM  i;ndi » itiitdk  g^c^ 
iHimw  as  I  could  de£re>  except  onljr  duar  oMabiiiiiig 
to  a6^  in  addreffing  the  king,  renMnftradng  to  the.fi. 
cretary  of  ftate>  and  employing  a  fi^arate  agent*  It  is 
die  importance  of  this  mnovadon,  whidi  miaim  M|  «> 
make  diis  remonftrance  at  zr  dme  idiea  I  kaerei  «  ftk 
^n^peS:  of  having,  in  all  odier  bufineft,  nodikil;  iMit 
•good  to  lay  of  the  proceedings  of  the-hoi&  ♦."        - 

^^  They  have  a£ted  in  all. things,  even  m  thmr.imRM|p 
ilrance,  with  temper  smd  moderation:  diey  hflWDaVDMW 
ibme  futje£bs  c^difpute,  and  have  laid  a  f6und«||iiilclr 
removing  fomc  caufcs  of  former  alteroition  f  .*'     '•  *  c: 

^^  I  will  make  fuch  a  prudent  and  prop^  ^Cr  ofv^fae 
letter  as,  I  hope,  will  perfedly  reftore  the  pescft  «tl 
tranquillity  of  this  province,  for  which  pinpole. 
.fiderable  fteps  have  been  made  by  the  houfe  df 
fentativcst/*  ...t 

Jan.  The  Majfacbufetts  houle  of  reprefentadyes,;  in:  a.jdsk 
bate  upon  the  ^^  expediency  of  writing  tx>  die  ^^^niMf?' 
of  the  other  cc^onies  upon.the  continent,  with  Mlp^-to 
the  importance  of  joining  with  them,''  putaquflPSon 
on  the  propofidon  of  writing  letters,  defoing*  tfaofe  aj^ 
femblies  to  join  them,  which  was. negadved  for  diiavcrf 
reafon,  becaufe  containing  the  proposition  of  JQ|liii^ 
The  houfe  thought  exceptions  might  be  uken  at  it^  as 
having  a  tendency,  to  form  combinations  \  and  dud:  it 
might  be  confidered  at  home  as  the  2^)pointing4HKM|icr 
,    *  Jaauaijrai,  ii6Z^  +  Januiuy  jj^  J  VdbtOMf^ 

Gongrefi. 
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coTigrefs.     It  is  an  exceUcnt  rule  of  the  houfe,  that  n6 
vote  ftiali  be  re-confidered,  unlefs  the  number  of  mem- 
bers prefent  equals  the  number  at  its  paffing.     When 
they  had  the  fame  number,  eighty-two,  which  makes  a  Feb. 
full  houfe,  a  motion  was  made  for  re-confidering  the"^ 
vote  againft  applying  to  the  other  colonies;  and  the  vote 
of  re-confideration  was  obtained  by  a  lai^  majority. 
The  fame  day  a  committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  a 
^   letter  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the  feveral  houfes  of  reprc- 
s    fentatives  and  bui^effes  upon  the  continent,  to  inform 
I   them  of  the  meafures  the  houfe  had  taken  with  regard 
1;    to  difficulties  they  were  apprehenfive  would  arife  fiiom 
I  the  c^eration  of  feveral  afts  of  parliament  for  levying 
dmies  and  taxes  on  the  American  colonies.    The  com- 
mittal after  deliberating  a  week,  reported  die  letter,  !!• 
which  being  read  in  the  houfe,  was  accepted  almoft 
xmaoimoufly,  in  the  prefence  of  eighty-three  members. 
It  ■  began  thus :  **  Sir,  the  houfe  of  reprefcntatives  of 
[  _this  province  have  taken  into  their  ferious  confideration 
the  great  difficulties  that  mull  accrue  to  themfelves  and 
their  conftituents,  by  the  operation  of  feveral  a£ts  of 
P  parliament  impofing  duties  and  taxes  on  the  American 
colonies."     It  then  related  the  meafures  they  had  takjsn 
in  petitioning  the  king  making  reprefentations  to  the 
^riniftry,  &c.  and  coacluded  with,  "  the  houfe  is  fiiBy 
-fadsfied  that  your  aflembly  is  too  generous  and  enlarged 
in  fentiment,  to  believe  that  this  letter  proceeds  from 
an  ambition  of  taking  the  lead,  or  diftating  to  the  other 
aflemblies.     They  freely  fubmit  their  opinion  to  the 
judgment  of  others,   and  fhall   take   it  kind  in  your 
houfe   to   point  out  to  them  any  thing  further  that 
may  be  thouglitneceflary*     This  houfe  cannot  conclude 
?  without 
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without  cxprcfling  their  firm  confidence  in  the  king,  our 
common  head  and  father,  that  the  united  and  dutifid 
luppKcadons  of  his  diftreffed  American  fubjcds  will 
meet  with  his  royal  and  favorable  acceptance/* 
S*.  Peter  GUman  efq;  fpeaker  of  the  New  Hmnpfinre  aC- 
*^*  fembly,  wrote,  by  order  of  the  houfe,  in  anfwcr  to  the 
Maffachufetts  circular  letter—*'  The  fentiments  con- 
tained in  it  are  highly  approved,  and  the  communica- 
tion kindly  received  and  gratefully  acknowledged.  The 
time  of  die  houfe's  exiftence  in  that  relation  is  near  ex- 
piring; they  can't  engage  for  their  fucceflbrs,  and  am 
only  exprefs  their  fatisfadlion  in  the  Maffachufetts  pro^ 
ceedings,  and  declare  their  hopes,  that  the  next  aflem- 
bly  will  heartily  concur  in  fentiments  on  this  affair,  and 
purfue  the  fame  method/*  The  letter  ran  in  the  togheft 
recommendatory  ftrain  of  the  Maffachufetts-Bay  afiem-* 
bly ;  and  concluded  with,  "  What  remains  for  us  at 
prefent  is  to  offer  our  daily  prayer  to  the  Governor  and 
Lord  of  the  univerfe,  to  avert  the  impending  evil,  and 
to  make  way  for  the  full  eftablilhment  of  Britifli  libertf 
in  every  branch  of  it,  and  to  quiet  every  colony  in  afl 
the  enjoyment  of  all  their  civil  and  religious  rights  and 
privileges."  For  thefe  courtly  expreffions,  with  which 
the  houfe  declined  doing  any  thing  in  the  bufinefi,  the 
next  aflembly  was  rewarded  with  courtly  commendati- 
ons. The  governor,  John  Wentworth  efq;  in  a  meflag^ 
of  Oftober  the  twentieth,  communicated  the  copy  of 
the  following  extraft  of  a  letter  from  Lord  ISUJbinrough^ 
of  July  the  ninth :  "  It  is  his  majefty's  pleafurc  that 
you  fhpuld  affure  his  faithful  fubjefts  in  New  Hampfiain^ 
that  his  majefty  has  nothing  more  at  heart  than  to  pro^ 
mote  their  welfare  and  happinels,  whofe  cheerful  obe- 
dience 
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^    dience  to  the  laws  of  this  kii^gdom,  and  fteady  refolu« 
tion  in  rcfufing  to.  accede  to  the  meafures  and  propofals 
^hich  have  been  urged  with  fb  much  indecent  warmth 
in  other  colonies,  cannot  fail  to  recommend  them  to  his 
royal  favor  and  countenance."     The  affembly  however, 
nine  days  after,  petitioned  the  king,  and  mentioned  that 
.    his  royal  predeceflbrs  granted  them  a  power  pf  legifla- 
tion,  limited  to.  the  approbation  or  difallowance  of  the 
xrown,  with  the  powers  and  privileges  efTential  to  Britifh 
:.    .liberty,  of  raifing  internal  taxes  by  their  own  reprefen- 
i     tatives.     The  petition  was  mod  profoundly  humble ;  and 
^^    lb;  foftly  worded,  that  it  could  not  offend  the  moft  deli- 
gi   cate  ear  of  the  higheft  parliamentary  prerogative  man* 
By  fome  accident  or  contrivance,  it  was,  not  fent  till  an- 
tiqyafied  and  out  of  feafon.     Mr.  JVentworih  had  gained 
L  an  afcendency  over  the  people  of  his  governmeai,  by     . 
!-  which  he  kept  them  from  entering  into  any  fuch  Ipu-ited 
; ,  meafures  for  the  redrefs  of  grievances  as  would  be  ofFen- 
.  five  to  miniftry.     The  other  colonies  adopted  a  diffelr- 
-ent  Jine  of  cohduft.     The  Virginia  houfe.  of  burgeffes 
.applauded  the  Maffachujetts  reprefentatives  for  their  at- 
■  tention  to  American. liberty;   took  notice  of  the  aft 
:  fufpending  the  legiflative  powers  of  New  Torki   and 
.faidj  *.^  If  the  parliament  can  compel  the  colonics  to 
.  furnifh  a  fmgle  article  to  the  troops  fent  over,  they  may 
by  the  fame  rule,  oblige  them  to  furnifh  clothes,  arms, 
and  every  other  necefl&ry,  even  to  the  pay  of  the  officers 
^^and.lbl^iers,  a  doftrine  replete  with  every  mifchief,  and    • 

utterly  ^Ubverfive  of  all  that  is  dear  and  valuable.'*     The 

.,: council  concurred  with  them  in  all  their  proceedings; 

^^und  their  agent. was.  enjoined  to  confult  the  agents  of 

;die  other  colonies,  and  to  co-operate  with  them  in  ap- 

^    Vol.  I.  Q^  paying 
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July  'eompBancc.  The  ncjct  day  the  governor' pallcHfimie 
^'  necejQTary  afts,  and  dieh  diffolved  the- aflcmbly'.'-  It  b 
fcarce  conceivable  how  a  new  affembly  of  reprefedUtfim 
to\M  think  theriifelVes  capable  of  being  more^^^^pofily 
infulted,  than  by  being  made  accountable  fdr-^  pro- 
ceeding's of  a  diflblved  and  dead  one»  and  b7(  being 
puniflied  with  immediate  deftruftion  jfor  not  declining 
themfelves  of  oppofite  fentiments  to  their  i»^edeceflbrs. 
yiv.  Otis  in  his  Ipeech  againft  refcinding  faid,/^*- When 
Lord  Hillfbofough  knows  that  we  will  not  rddnd-our 
aifts,  he  Ihotild  apply  to  parliament  to  refcind  dieirs. 
Let  Britain  refcind  their  meajures  or  they  are  loft-fim^mJ^ 
His  fpeech  by  the  patriotic  enthufiafts  was  extoDoi  to 
the  (kies ;  and  by  the  governmental  ones;  was^deehved 
to  be'^the  mod' violent,  infolent,  abufive,  tresdoittbiride- 
clamatiori,  that  perhaps  was  ever  delivered.  Wtifelhe 
matter  of  refcinding  was  under  confideration,  the  hiisik 
recieived  an  anfwer  from  Virgimay  and  one  fifom^Ahv 
Jer/eyy  which,  though  not  fo  vciy  high  as  the  0(dMi\ 
far  frorn  being  unfavorable.  They  had  alfo  ini 
that  they  might  expefl:  the  like  from  other' aflonbliat,: 
thefecircumftances  probably  increafedAe  msgoritf  igttnfl 
refcinding.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  mandate  toWSfiaiidj 
the  feffions  might  have  terminated  pro^roufljr  and 
'  peaceably :  for  Mr.  OtiSy  though  he  had  diftuigoiilKd 
himfelf  by  carrying  the  obje^ons  toi  the  audiorkjr  ci 
parliament  to  the  greatcft  length,  had  retraftcd  ttt'ftu 
fermer  opinions,  in  a  let  (peech  at  die  opening.^df  jt 
He  faid,  he  had  fully  informed  himfelf  <^  the  fdidoi] 
between  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies;  and  ivaf'tMii 
vinced  that  the  power  of  parliament  ovor  hcr^  cdboiei 

wai 
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was  abfolute,  with  this  qualification,    that  they  ought 
not  to  tax  them  until  they  allowed  them  to  fend.repre-  , 
fentatives;  and  that  if  the  colonies  had  reprefentatives, 
the  power  of  parliament  would  be  as  perfeft  in  America  ^ 
as  in  England.     He  then  argued  for  an  American  re- 
prefentation.     This  furprifed  the  affembly,  and  induced, 
a  member  on  the  fide  of  government  to  charge  the  op^,. 
pofition  with  the  intention  of  making  an  American  rc- 
prefentation  neceffary,  by  denying  the  authority  pf  par-  .. . 
liament  over  them  becaufe  not  reprefented.     The  an-, 
fwers  of  the  other  party  were  thought  to  ftrengthenthe., 
fufpicion.     Upon  which  Mr.  Timothy  Ruggles  point- . 
ediy  faid,  that  as  they  were  determined  to  have  repr?-   , 
fentatives,  he  begged  leave  to  recommend  to. them  a. 
merchant,  who  would  undertake  to .  carry  their  rcpre-^ 
fentatives  to  England  for  half  what  they  would  fell.foF^ 
when  they  arrived   there.     But  the  beft  argument  to., 
have  filenced  any  of  the  oppofition,  who  might  inteixfl:-. 
edly  hanker  after  an  American  reprefentation,  would, 
have  been  to  have  repeated  the  refolve  of  the  houfe  on- 
the  29th  of  Oftober  1765 — "  A  reprefentation  in  par-, 
liament  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  province,  fuch  as  the 
fubjefts  in  Britain  aftually  enjoy  is  imprafticable  for  tk^ 
fubjcdts  in  America."   The  day  before  Lord  HiUJbomugf}. 
wrote  to  Mr.  Bernard  upon  the  bufinefs  of  refcinding,- 
a  circular  letter  was  written  to  the  governors  of  the  re*- 
^6tive  provinces,  to  accompany  a  copy  of  that  of  the 
MaJfachufettSy  in  which  his  lordlhip  faid,    "  It  is  his 
majefly's  pleafure,  that  you  fhould  immediately,  upon, 
the  receipt  hereof,  exert  your  utmoft  influence  to  defeat, 
this  flagitious  attempt  to  difturb  the  public  peace^,  by. 
prevailing  upon  the  aflembly  of  your  province  to  take 

0^3  no 
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no'  noticed  of  it,  which  will  be  treatitig  it  with  thif  coiii- 
tern^  it  deferves."  He  then  added  a  clolirig  paragraph 
meant  to  influence  the  afiemblies  into  a  complkiite, 
The  drcul^  letter  was  in  fomc  inflianc^s  rtceiveiai  in 
tiVfte;  but  ]j)r6duced  a  very  different  efFeft  fix)m  what 
^  intended.  The  Ne^  Tork  aflfembly  had  fth  the 
vfifi^ht  of  t'fte  pafli^nfierit's  high  difpleafure,  and  Bfeii 
Wnfe^ed  of  fe^flsftive  power^  till  they  fhould  conmply 
irtth  the  billetting  aft.  Ih  the  beginning  of  the  year^ 
thc^  vfetcd  tnc  fum  wanted  to  the  general,  for  the  pur- 
cMe  of  Mt,  p^pcr  and  vihegar,  inftead  of  paflSng  an 
^  tfbnfQrtn^le  to  the  parlianrieht's  aft,  which  vote  ^Ws 
2ttc^icd,  Vfut  when  they  met  at  the  clofe  of  the  y^, 
aft^  fiavin^  completed  a  petitioh  to  his  m^cSf;  iano- 
th<5r  to^  iSii  io^ds,  and  a  remonfl:rance  to  the  c0thri\inis, 
tfiiy  pifoceeded  to  confi^er  the  circular  letters  tirymtkt 
affeAtties  cif  Majfachnfetts-Bay  and  Virginia,  and  tirti- 
nlfliouffy  agreed  to  anfwer  them  in  the  moft  tel^ftftd 
i^Srinfer,  They  thfti  entered  mto  fom^  very  fpii^ted  re- 
ffiffes  iri  favor  of  liberty  and  the  Hghts  of  their  c6jnlJR3- 
t&fcits:;  ahid  a^intca  a  cortiniittte  to  correljiond  and 
cdfrfult,  Witii  iky  other  his  majefly's  fubjefts  dm  of  die 
cSfony;'  eitll^i-  in^Svi^uall^  or  cbfeaively,  on  any-inat- 
tcf  of  thing  whatfoev^r,  hereby  d^e  rights  or  priiri. 
leges  of  the  hotrfc  or  its  conftitiients  might  be  ifibfihiid* 
Thefe  doings  occafioncd  their  being  diflblved^ 

We  arc  n6w  cntfcrihg  upferi  inother  interefKng  ptridd, 
,  It  haiJ  been  tflti  eomtiioh  prkdficc  for  the  tide  waiter, 
u^n  thft  3^ilt'6f  a  vtflfei,  tb  repajt  to  tfe  ciibih,  itad 
tltere  t6  tcrmm  9Hi*ing  puftch  with  tfte  mMfctr,  irtrik 
t^t  ftiiiQi*s  and  others  ij|)ori  cJiccJ:  wb-e  cmt)fcf(^  fit  laiid- 
v^  tTi«  ^life^  tifiblifles,  <A  wJfcr  (triable  ^fotoik.    Xi^ 

com* 
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commiffioncrs  of  the  cuftoms  were  determined  that  thft 
laws  of  trade  fhould  be  executed. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Hancock^  floc^  Ubertytj  Na^ 
thaniel  Barnard  mafter,   from  Madeira  \    the  ddefman, 
"Thomas  Kirky  went  on  board  in  the  afternoon.     Captain 
Marjhally  in  Mr.Hincock\  employ,  followed ;  and  about 
nine  in  the  evening,    made  feveral  propofak  to  Kiri, 
which  being  rejeded,  captain  MarJhaUy  with  five  or  fix 
others,   laid  hold  of,  overpowered,  and  confined  him 
below  for  three  hours,  in  which  time  the  wine  was  taken 
out,  before  entry  had  been  made  at  the  cuftom-houfc 
or  naval  office.     MarJhaU  threatened  Kirky  in  cafe  of 
difcovery.     The  captain  wrought  fo  hard  in  unloading 
the  floop,  that  his  fudden  death,  that  night,  while  In 
bed,   before  afllftance  could  be  obtained,    was  gene-* 
rally  believed  to  have  been  owing  to  fome  injury  it- 
ceived  from  his  uncommon  exerdons.    TJie  new  moM* 
ing  the  mafter  entered,  as  it  is  faid,  four  or  fiVejJifk*/ 
\    and  fwore  that  was  the  whcde  of  his  cargo. '  ItlKiair  icV^ 
\     folved  to  feize  the  floop  for  a  faUe  entry's  being  imftto) 
\     though  it  was  thought  by  many  that  no  one  woiild  ti)!^ 
;,.    dertakc  the  bufincfs. 

\        Mr.  Jojeph  Harrifm  the  coHcftor^  and  Mr.  Be9^M$iH  Junt 

'^-    HdUimell  the  comptroller,  repairpd  to  Hancock's  WhaJpf.  '^ 

y    Mr,  Hdfrrifon  objedied  to  the  unfeafonablenefe  df  (^ 

dme,  being  between  ik  and  ieven,  when  the  lower  clii& 

of  people  were  returning  from  their  day  labor.     The- 

;     feizure  however  was  nMyde  before  fun-fet,  fo  as  to  be  ^^ 

feftly  legal.    Mr.  Hamf(m  tbouight  the  (loop  mi^  M 

at  the  wharf,  after  clapping  the  broad  arioow  upon-  hc»  j' 

but  Mr.  HalloweU  judged  it  would  be  beft  to  move  h*' 

under  the  guns  of  the  Romney^  andinade  figndt^r  iMf 

QL4  boats 
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boats  to  domt  afhore.    The  |>e6ple  vipon  the^ivkarf crksdr^ 
out,  "  There  is  no  occafion,  flie  wUl  lie  &&i^iiilad^iio\ 
oipcer  has  a  r^ht  to  remove  her;'*  but  ^^-lAifter  ^ 
the  man  of  war  cut  her  moorings  and  carried  1^<^' 
Every  mean  vm  irfed  to  internist  the  ofBceft  ifl^  4iie' 
execution  of  thdr  buflnefs,  and  numl>er8  iwote  t{iM:^ljiiC)r. 
would  be  revenged,    A  mob  was  foon  cofieded,  !#aeii  • 
increalcd  to  a  thoufand  or  two,  chiefly  of  fturdfr  boys 
and  negroes.    The  minds  of  the  ptofplc  wene  ihftamed* 
by  the  fciaJure  and  removal  of  the  vcffeL    They  kod 
been  before  irritated,  by  the  captain  of  the  than  hS^mft\ 
prefling  fome  feamen  belonging  to  th^  townN;  >BdiA  fd 
that,  theb  averfxon  to ^e  board  of  commiflioixMi^fco 
popularly  o&  the  owher,  and  th6  name  of  the  flaQ|M^^ 
dieieof  courfe  excited  their  re&ntments,'  and  wrbu^ifc- 
them  up  into  a  combuftible  body*    Captain  Malcotoi^'' 
who  was  deeply  ffngs^ed  in  running  the  wims,  headedhK- . 
i^unfber  of  men  after  the  feizure,  and  was  veffmB&m'in^ 
atwmpdng  to  prevent  the  floop^  being  retnofwd;*v.^Wfc- 
IfahtymyhA  ^Ited  widi  fiones,  bricks,  and  ikt^rmilt 
rcceiVcfd  &veral  blom' with  iticks,  particularly  one  <i# 
the  breaft,  fo  that  it  was  with  difficulty  he  cooU.lcdBfi^ 
from,  falfing  \  lie  was  afterward  confined  to  'his  bed  ftoni 
^  the  injuries  he  had  ftceii^    Mx.HaUowelly  Mt^lmiwl^ 
vaSptOior  of  unports  and  exports,^  and  tk^  coIlefkHfs  ibtf 
wereiharers  in  the  treatment.    They  aUefeiqirf 
tliieutmoQ:  hazarded  their  lives,    Mr.Halbwell'm»4tpOh 
fine4  to  his  houfe  under  the  care  of  a  ftirgooii^ 
wounds  and  hruifcs/    Mr.  Ricbard  HarryoHj  the 
tpr's  foa,  was  thh>wn  down^  4ra|SSed  by  the  hair  of  in 
hfiad,-*  and  ^odierwiie  treated:  barbaroufly.  ^Mr..%JM% 
1199  ^9$en'titht;hihs  a|id^ok8}>  had  his^wordfMiUNI' 

(9 
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to  pieces,  and  received  a  few  flight  woUnds.     The  mob 
proceeded  to  the  houfes  of  the  coUedor  and  comptrol- 
ler, broke  their  windows,   and  thofe  of  Mr.  fVilUams 
infpedor  general,    then  dragged  the  colle£tor's  boat 
through  the  town,  and  burnt  it  on  the  common.     This 
was  on  Friday  evening.     Saturday  and  Sxinday  evemngt  • 
^    are  facred  i  and  die  commiffioners  Hultony  Burcb,  Pwc^ 
ton  and  Robinjon  efqrs.    remained  pretty  eafy :   during 
the  outrages,  to  avoid  infults,  they  retired  from  their  • 
own  to  neighbours  houfes.     But  receiving  information, 
that  further  riots  were  intended,  and  the  governor  tell-', 
ing  them,  he  could  not  proteft  them,  and  that  there^ 
would  be  no  fafety  for  them  in  Bofton,  confidering  the 
temper    of  the  people;   on  Monday  morning  early, 
they  fent  a  card  to  the  governor,  to  let  him  know  that 
they  were  going  on  board  the  Romney,  and  defired  his 
:     orders  for  their  reception  at  the  caftle,  which  he  readily 
I*     gave.     They  repaired  firft  on  board  the  man  of  war, 
s     and  then  proceeded  from  thence  to  the  caftle.   The  col* 
i     ledtor  and  comptroller,  and  moft  of  the  other  officers 
\     q(  the  cuftoms  withdrew,  either  then  or  afterwapd.    On  13., 
u     the  Monday  morning  large  numbers  of  people  were  ga- 
i^    thcred  together,   and  to  appearance  regularly  formed- 
V     into  parties,  under  their  different  leaders,  in  feveral  parts  :. 
I.    of  the  town.    If  they  meant  any  thing  againft  the  cchiv. 
*      miffioners,  they  were  dilappointed  by  their  having  with- 
drawn.    In  the  afternoon  printed  tickets  were  put  upi^ 
notifying  a  meeting  of  the  fons  of  liberty  the  next  day 
at  ten  o'clock.     This  prevented  all  mifchief  in  the  even-* 
ing.     At  the  appointed  time,  thouiands  of  the  lower  14^ 
clafs  met ;  but  the  day  being  rainy,  numbers  adjourned 
fo  Fsineuil  h^>  M4  there  agreed  to  fend  the  conftables 

about 
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iitg  a  eamniittee  to  t^iak  ofietn  ^  gov«nM»  wtd#^^»>|le«k: 
t^^  thte  i^cttyiftg  fes  itoft»er>  ivri^  atl(rtfli»i9  ititlli^, 
alFtd  votirtg  fiK^h  I'l^'oMoils  a»  ^«j)»'thiM^t  fh^fmm^ 

renhovrf  <tf  the  floop  im  ai.  afl&ont  tifr  the  tdfWiii  #r  *f 
(%mt8J)rftd  an  kififniation  tibt  flie-ira«4d  iiOC  hit^  iMil 
fif«  if  1^  31  the  ylrbAtf  in  cuftodf  of  a  ctS^um'^ia^ 
office;  It  watt  aflertedy  and  rery  mi)f ,  A^  #ie«i>  lii 
b«<^  nd  refetie  latdf ;  btie  «i  i^iticible  rea^  «Ml»l 
fe^  itj  ai  na  ^zxtrt  had  been  lateff  (nade.  -l/VSiMf  iJMpp 
«[fe  Malcolm,  more  than  a  year  and  haflffe^dtf^' 
pdfed^  s^tti  armed  manner,  the  officers  m  attertt|)iBj| 
«»  fi^aMt  has  hotif^>  fbch  a  number  of  t»ed|^  iiflhlltiiit 
dli6itt  Hi  when  he  had  got  the  -efficei^  oet  •  aiicF  ditfr^ 
g^ttei  %dinft  them^  that  tiiey  w«se  ^a<I  ti^  ipMNft  ««ii|t 
«ilt  dOhig  ijietr  btlfi!id*s;  This  ^mttux  of  "clte  •%» 
psfiM  unnoticed  and  tinponifltfed,  fht  tfett  tife- dlfti)|g> 
never  ifteiirard  attempted  to  make  a  IBtahii  -iMii«P 
•  |nfbnTi*B6fl«  werfr  htst  wanting,  txitil  the  pttiktit  tiini|^ 
wNn  t!^  weM  btd^rnhf  .i^  fypistifm,  .AMiim 
Wiomhafilef,  a  fcheoner  i^^  feiz«$  for-  hstlrtg  iMH|!i 

'^Il^{head»  of  molafies  on  boardy  and  wa&  Jeiv  if  4l|^' 
wfetff  in  eutex^  of  twd  et»ftom-houft*l|ier5^  JtdjjilAfc 
ei^th  at  night,  thi^  men  boarded' her,  ^xMofim^^ 
«Skers  to  die  catnny  and  ean-ied  off  Ae  Aiolt«fles.,n^ii 
tt>wn»^|yeopIewer<^d^Qrtid8ed  i^utt  titdr-de«IirsRic^#|||Ht 
cerning  the  (bop  LibeiVf^  ^vat  ihe  woufai  liaNviiMB^ 

.  fafe  if  Btlfif  at  the  ifftai^'ilMMki  bM^l^aH  6iSfioA.  ipi 

t!^  the  morales  diMfSr^  M»>(terf»i«Pif  ifaft  if»HiiiiW 

of 
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of  the  town.  It  was  immcdiatdy  done,  artd  the  nto- 
laffes  put  on  board  again,  the  day  aftei*  it  Wa*  convey^ 
away. 

The  day  before  the  toWn-  meeting  of  Jun*  thi  four- 
teenth, a  committee  of  both  houfcs  was  appointed  to" 
inquire  into  the  ffate  of  the  province.  When  they  nnadc 
their  report,  in  fpeaking  of  the  afFah*  on  Friday  the  30, 
tenth,  they  faid,  "  The  feizure  occafioned  a  number  of 
people  to  be  coUcfted,  who  frorti  the  violence  md  un- 
precedentednefs  of  the  procedure  m  carrying  off  the 
vcflel,  fisfr.  took  occafion  to  infuk  and  abufe  the  officers 
ind  to  commit  other  diforders,  6fr,— Refolrecl,  that 
though  the  extraordinary  circunrtftanccs  of  feid  fcitute 
may  extenuate  the  criminaKy,  yet  being  of  a  very  crx- 
minal  nature  and  of  dangerous  consequence,  the  two 
houfes  declare  their  utter  abhdrrenee  and  dcteftttion  of 
them,  and  refolve  that  the  governor  bt  defired  to  diieft 
the  attorney  general  to  profcciite  tH  perfons  concerfie^ 
in  the  faid  riot,  and  that  a  proclarfifation^  be  ifiiicd,  ot 
fering  a  reward  for  making  difcovery,  fo  as  the  rioters 
or  abettors  may  be  brought  to  condign  puniflimeht/* 
Neither  rioters  nor  abettors  had  any  thing  to  fear  from 
cither  proclamation  or  profecutjon.;  and  knew  theniv 
fclves  to  be  perfcftly  fafe,  notwitManding  the  report  j 
but  the  politicians  faw  it  was  expedient  to  fay  Ibnnethirtg 
to  fave  appearances,  and  well-meaning  perfons  might 
join  them,  in  die  fimplicity  of  their  hearts,  believing 
that  the  others  intended  their  words  fliould  be  produc- 
tive of  the  events  to  which  they  feemingly  pointed.  At 
the  fitting  of  the  fuperior  court  in  Auguft,  the  grand 
jury  was  found  to  have  among  them  feveral  of  the  abet^^ 
ton  of  the  Bofton  rioters,  and  particularly  tlxe  famous 

captain 
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Cs^nam  Malcobn^  a.  circumftance  that  tiecci&rily,qintftdi 
all  informations:  and.  profecutions^  as Vit  &ron^Y  ^^^^^^^i 
boded  their  ifluc. 

The  cotmcil  in  f  letter  to  Lord  ££/^^ 
that  die  commifGonersiiad  conc<;rted  a  p\m3  yfntj^  th0  , 
dc&gpi  of  railing  a  difturhance  by  the  feizmrcr  of  tiic^- 
floop  Liberty.  ,Theinfmuation  muft  be^  placed  to  die. 
ill  wiU  they  bore  to  the  commi(^oners^  more  tKan  to  any. 
thing  befidc.    On.  the.  twenty-ninth  of  July,  thev  &id». 
*^  The  commiflioners  were  not  obliged  to  quit  the^QWfti 
there  never  had.been  any  infiilt  offered  to  .them ithvr. 
quitting  die  town  was  a  Toluntary  a£t  of  their  .o^^. 
we  do  not  apprehend  there  was  any  fufiicient  ground  fyL 
their  quitting  it."    But  it  appears  from  a  txianuicriptiii, 
Mr*  Hiitcbinfon*^  hand  writing,  that  the>  cpmmtflionqa. 
appliedj^  Deceoiber  the  nineteenth,  toxacht>f  the  ju^oei'  . 
of  the  fuperior  court  ieparately,  for  their  ^umons^  ^qpoa  . 
four  queftions ;  and  t^  after  having  conferred  together^  , 
they  were  unaninaoufly.  of  opinion^r:* 

"  That  frcrni  the  ^irit  which.had  been  excitc4;itt  ^ 
#ie  populace  againft  all  the  commiflioners  of  the  cuf- 
^oms,  Mr,  ar<?»^  excepted,  they  could  not  have.rei-< 
gained  long  in  iafety  at  Bofton,  after  die  ieizure  oSiHc,  * 
floop  Liberty,  but  would  have  been  in  great  danger  t£.  . 
vblence  to  their  peribns.  and  properties  from  ..a  mob^ 
which  at  that  time  it  was  generally  expe&ed  would.  JK 
raifed  for  that  purpofe :  . 

^^  That  government  wa^  infufEcient  to  re&rain,  &pprei^ 
or  punifli  the  ieveral  mobs  which  had  been  aiiembkd 
fince  the  fourteenth  of  Auguft  1765  ^  and  that  at.tlK^ 
time  of  the  commiflioners  rearing  to  die  cdSXt^  d)»»  . 
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'■    was  no  probability  that  the  fame  authority  could  have 
•  had  any  greater  force : 

"  That  they  could  not  have  returned  to  town,  and  ex- 
ecuted their  commiflion  with  fafety,  at  any  time  after 
they  withdrew,  before  the  arrival  of  his  majefty's  troops : 
"  And  that  they  knew  of  no  better  meafure  that  diey 
-    could  have  taken,  than  retiring  to  Caftle  William/' 

Mr.  Temple  was  excepted,  for  he  was  not  ohnosdous 
*    to  the  populace,  being  averfe  to  the  eftabliflimcnt  of 
the  board  of  commiflioners,  which  leffened  both  his  fa-» 
lary  and  power.     He  wifhed  the  diffolution  of  it,  and 
-^     to  be  reftored  to  his  former  place  of  furveyorgenc^ 
f     of  the  cuftoms.     Though  the  reft  of  the  commiflibncrs 
I      could  not  have  returned  to  have  executed  their  commif- 
I      fion  with  fafety,   they  might  moft  probably  haVe  rc- 
I      turned  and  been  fafe,  had  they  declined  executing  the 
1^    fame,  which  however  was  not  to  be  expcfted.    -They 
continued  at,  but  were  not  confined  to  the  caftle.   They 
rode  about  the  country  at  pleafure,  without  any  inter- 
ruption from  the  people. 

The  commiflioners  wrote  to  general  Gage,  colonel  June 
^Dalrymple,  and  commodore  Hood,  defiring  troops  to '^* 
■  fupport  them  in  their  office.  Whatever  this  applicadon 
might  contribute  toward  the  fending  of  them,  yet  it 
certainly  did  not  give  rife  to  it.  Meafures  had  been 
taken  to  procure  them  long  before.  Mr.  Paxton^  when 
in  London  the  preceding  year,  told  Mr.  BcHan  repeatedly, 
^;  •  that  Mr.  Hutchinfon  and  fome  other  of  his  friends  were 
r-  -  of  opinion,  that  ftanding  troops  were  neceflary  to  fup- 
port the  authority  of  the  government  at  Bofton ;  and 
\  that  he  was  authorized  to  inform  him  of  this  their  c^- 
nion.  Moft  probably  he  was  authorized  to  inform  others 
i,   '  alfb. 
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49lib.    Mr.  B^dlM  was  ^ainll  iiehding  troqps,  juid  iftrbeif 

there  was  a  talk  of  doing  it,  endcavoiired  to  preyeilt' 

k,  4od  fireelyrie^ed  to  a  ^ntleman  of  confidera)>l€  in** 

fluence^  what  fome  «ft^e , principal  merchants  &kl>;d^ 

'^M<y>^ho  fiiould  fend  ovrer.the  jls^;ui^  troops,  ^^^^^^^ul^ 

<5ertainly  be  curfcd  ^  ,ajl  ppfterity  A    Bgt  the  dWpofi* 

tion  of  ibine  to  try  j;he  experiment  w^  fb-engtheaned  bjT 

4i  Jbtter-fi-omthe^omrniffioners  u>  the  lords  of  the  tresK  . 

iury  r^peived  before  the  riot  h^^ned  ^  and  reod^cc^ 

efficacious  iipon  the  arriv^  of  gpyemoi-  Bemtnts  Icttocs 

at  th^  fecretary's  oftce,.e^ciaJPiy  that  of  March,  ^y- 

ing  an  aggravated  deified  account  of  a  terrible  <^ 

turbance  orx  the  joyous  amuyerj^ry  of  the  repeal  of  tbp 

ft^p-raft;  which  general  Qa^e,  in  his  of  0&Qh€t  %)• 

LordMiiybormghy.  declared,  from  the  beft  inteftigc^ncc  T^ 

couli-pr^cure,  to  have  been  trifling.    When,  the  nuunir^ 

-  came  to  be  confidf3"ed,  it  was  agreed  to.  fend  troops  ^ 

June  Bofton,    AccprcUngly,  -Lord  HiUJkorou^  in  his  fccnct 

*•      and  confidential  letter  to  general  Gage^  wrote,  "  I  am 

to  fignify  to  you  his  majefly's  pleafure,  that  you  4p 

fordiwith  order  oneregiment,  or  fuch  force  as  you  (hall 

think  neceflary,-to  J^pfton,  to  be  quartered  in  that  town, 

and'  to  give  every  Ij^gpl.aflTiftance  to  the.  civil  mag^ftrate^ 

in.  the  prefervation  of  the  public  peace,  apd  to  the  ofl|-" 

cers  of  the  revenue,    in  the.  execution  of  the  laws  of 

tr;jule  and  revenye ;  ^nd  4s  this  -f ppears  to  be  a  ier^i^ 

pf  adeligate  nature,  a^d^poflibly  leading  to  coniequencei^ 

noteafily  forefeen,  I  am  cjirefted^byrthe  king  tpTefmi}* 

j[n^nd  to  you  to  make  choice  of  an  qfficer  fpr  the  Com-* 

n>and^of  thofc  troops,  upon  whpfe  prudence,  re^iu{iM|. 

..Wd.xiptegrity,  .you  pan  entirely  orcly."     And  on-.^e 

-^.Mr.JBollan's  kttfer  la.Mft  Huictiiafon, ; Awguft  41,  li^^m    : 

S  elevendit 
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eleventh,  he  informed  the  goremor,  that  his  majefty^ 
from  the  reprefentation  made  by  him  and  the  coinmi£» 
fioners  of  the  cuftoms,  had  direded  one  negimenc  sit 
lead:  to  be  ftationed  m  Bofton^  and  to  garriij)n9  and  (if 
neceflaty)  to  repair  the  cailies  and  had  ordered  41 
frigate,  two  (loops,  and  two  cutters  to  repair  to»  and 
reniain  in  the  harbour  of  Bofton  for  fupporting  and  af- 
fifting  the  officers  of  the  cuftoms  in  the  execution  of 
their  duty.  His  lord0iip's  letter  to  Gage  being  dated 
two  days  before  the  riot  occafioned  by  the  feizurcof  the 
iloop  Liberty,  the  order  contained  in  it  could  not  pof- 
iibly  be. founded  on  fuch  rioti  though  the  riot,  with  the 
fubfequcnt  traniaftions  of  the  town,  might  be  related  as 
a  reaibn  in  the  refolves  afterward  drawn  up,  exhibloiig 
the  ncceffity  of  fending  a  military  force  to  Boidon.  Bm 
perfons  in  office  are  liable  to  fall  into  miftakes,  through 
:the  multiplicity  and  hurry  of  bufmefs,  and  for  want  of 
rdue  confideration,  or  better  intelligence.  In  this  way 
you  may  account  for  bis  lordihip's  figning  a  circular  Sept- 
letter,  to  the  governor  and  council  of  Rhode  JflanJ,  to  *• 
the  following  purpofe — "  Gentlemen,  the  king  hav- 
ing obferved,  that  the.  governors  of  his  colonies  have, 
upon  fevcral  occafions,  taken  upon  them  to  communi- 
cate to  their  councils  and  affemblies,  either  the  whole 
or  parts  of  letters  from  his  majefty's  principal  (ecretary 
of  ftatc,  I  have  it  in  command  to  fignify,  that  it  is. bis' 
majefty's  pleafure,  that  you  do  not  upon  any  pretence 
whatever  conamunicate  to  the  affembly,  any  copies  .V 
^extrafts  of  fuch  letters,  unlefs  you  have  his  majefty's 
particular  diredlions."  This  was  foon  publilhed  .in, the 
Providence  Gazette  after  being  received.  That  colony 
-choofes  its  own  governor  annually,  and  he  has  iveither 

rig^t 


•s%ht  nor  power  to  wi^hold  horn  tto  iii£Stwbif4S0j^ 
/of  anf  fuch  letters.  Upon  ^od^r  occafioQ  fais  Jml^ 
-fiiip"  gtye  orders  to  the  governor  of  Peimfyhmm^  hsUQt& 
^tfce  aflembly  did  not  a£k  confiarmabk^iao  wbtt  straMSK^^ 
ped:ed>  immediately:  to  ^liodve  thenr^^wfaeie^kjajiie 
-inheient  privilege  of  that  houfe^  to  fitioOrtheiroMn^Ki^- 
joummentsi  and the^govemor  hasno power* tor^difiqlve 
-thent^    .   .  .  .  -..,..-,,  ,;: 

Kov.*,  -  A  month  after  the^  amVal;of  the  tinops,  at  iBglfaa^ 
^*     -Mr.  UmcoA  was  ferved  vrith  «  precept  for  ^OQoI*^.flv^ 
lingy  by  the  marflial  of  liic  court  of  Admii^idcy.  -^^Bic 
^marflial  having  arrefted  him^  demanded  bail .  i^,  JQfRii 
Five  odier  gentlemen  were  an«fted.foriilie;tlilGt:#Mk 
.He  and  the  five  others  gave  bail.    The  comimffioMK 
profecuted  the  iuppofed  owner^  and  each  ^perfoaidHJr 
imagined  concerned  in  unloading  the  whies,  lbr»4ifc 
value  of  the  ^lyhole  cargo >  an^  treble  damago,  ^IQat 
Teffel  feized  was  reftored  after  a  long.detendoa^rtiinl 
Ae  fuits  in  the  court  of  Admiralty  drof^ied^.  MarckliK 
twanty-fixth>  1769^  by  a  declaration  from; the  JcJOf^ 
tedvocate,  that  his  majefty  would  profecutCinotfooier. 
It  was  idle  to  think  of  fupporting  the  profeMao^viiy 
fufEcient  evidence-    Want  of  inclination  or  £bar  wmU 
prevent  witneffes  appearing,.and  corruption  woidd  ppONSwe 
counter-evidence  from  men  of  no  principle^  who.WDiiU 
juftify  themfelyes  from  the   profecution's  ;  bei^jg  JHlflt 
upon  a6bs  of  parliament,  to  which  th^y  fuppofed  diei€i^ 
loniesowed  no  obedience;  and  would  pleads  as^in^ioo 
^many  inftances  is  done  at  home>  that  it  b.  not^hfeiAo 
takes,  but  he  who  impofes  the  oath,  who  is.  Ghai||Mfa|j|p 
;with  the  crime  of  fweariog  falfdy. .  The  law.woilliiMit 
-  billow  the  profecuted  any  cofts  or  damages. .  In  tfaii:filfe 
3i:f  .  the 
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the  z&f^mce  would  hava  bei^  unreaibnable  $  the  in^ 
ttocencie  of  the  parties  coukl  cot  have  been  wged  in  its 
.    behalf. 

The  cotonHh  could  not  overiook  the  good  e^£U 

pcoduced  by  the  former  non-importation  agreement! 

'   and  were  earnefkfor  ploying  off  the  fame,  en^ne  ^^ft 

the  new  attempts  of  miniCfay,  to  faddle  them  wil^  thiS 

payments  of  taaes.    About  th^-  beginning  of  April,  &* 

veral  gendemeni  oiBofian  and  Nem-  Torky  wrqtc  to  others 

-    at  Philadelpbii^  in.  ordar  to  learn^  whether  they  would 

'.   URi^  widf  them^  in  £bopping  the  importation  of  goods 

kwct  Great  Bnitaitiy   unul   certain   ads  of  parliameaC 

'    &wld  be  repealed,  which  were  thought  to  be  injurious 

:    t»  their,  ri^ts^  as  freemen  and  Britiih  fubjefb^.    A  nu- 

jBnerDVS'  soeet^  of  merichants  followed,  when  an  addrefs 

;  iRas  j^eid  t(^  (hiQm»    It  fet  £>rth  the  claims  of  the  colo^ 

■    nies^  and  thea  went  intoi^an  eiiumeradon  of  grievancesy 

f--  ^wbicft  the  jrabmfts  had  long  borne^,  and  feemed  willing 

^  to*  forget^.  'hfMl  xb^  not  been  alarmed  afreih  by  the  late 

^'  praoeedings  of  the  miniftry.    The  addrels  remarked^ 

^   that,  in  thea£t  obliging  the  feveral  alTemblies  to  pro.^ 

j  vide  (^mrters  for  ^  ibldiers»  ^c,  a  power  is  granted  to 

{  erery  officer,  upon  obtaining  a  warrant  from  any  juf- 

[;  tice  (which?  wapcant  the  juftice  is  empowered  and  or- 

\  d^d  to  grant>  without  afiy  previous  path)  to  break 

[  inta  any  houfe  by  day  os  by  night,    under  pretence 

.   (jthefe  are  the  woxtis  of  die  aft),  of  fearching  for  de- 

^  feicers.    It  pointed  out  tQ  them  die  danger  they  were 

ioj  of  having;  erefted  over  them  a  de^^odc  government^ 

•to  rule.them  as /laves.    It- called. upon  them  to  delibe*. 

'    »te,  by  what  m6an9  they  might  defend  their  rights  and 

^  Jibemes,  and  obftun-a  mpeal  of  the  obnoxious  a^s.    It 

Vol.  I.  R  urged 
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urged  tfiem  to  job  in '  fhe'  meai^  pTOpofed  % 
brediren  vof  jB^^h  and  New  Tork%  and  ckfed  hhIi 
*^  £M/^^  wesonquer^  dmded  we  die''  T\i^  Pemffyhemki 
merckaiifi'  agreed  widi  the  other  cdoniei  Ja:. 
that  the  revenue  a&s  «weretinconfiitudonal  jhniftidadi 
ado^i^  the  noii<-importatioii  agreetnent^  as  iStmf 
lieved  it  jto  be  premature.  They  knew  that  j 
in  Great  Britain  ivoukl  fuSpr  much  by  a  fu^MsnfiiMi^of 
trade  with  her,  whenever  it  fliouid  be  carried  :iatont* 
ccutibn;^  and  judged  that  itoii^t  not  to  be«made*iile 
of,  but  as*  &e  laff  and  moft  certain  remedy^  when  fdoU 
tions^oved  ineffe6HiaL  They  faw  cleariy^  tftaiifte 
aftswere  rtianifeftly  injurious  to  the  Bridfli- 
hoped  the  parliament  would  dierefore  ^pA  it 
to  repeal  diem ;  and  were  veiling  to  allow  a  ipeapex\ 
for  the  repeals  being  eSeaed.  Thefe  rei^fons.  iaduMl 
them  to  refufe  comj^ng  with  the  foUcitatioiii  of  ^ 
neig^ibours.  But  the  merchants  and  traderB4o£ 
delf^  agreed  upcm  a  memorial^  wherena 
their  grievances,  i;i4uchWas  tranifnittGd«tt>  dtrir 
cantiie  Iriends  in  London }  tin  whole 'aflaftaB€}e..4diflf 
'relied  for  an  ap^dicadon  to  goviimmtnt  -fix^  fdie^i -«■! 
this  theyhoped  to  obtain  as  toibme  of  the  cUd^  digM^ 
itmig^t  not  be  all  the  article^  of  complaint..'  .  v  <  t 
/  But  the  Bofttni  meirchahts  and  traders,.  haviog^iMMr 
drawn  in,  pardy  by  their  CMntftions  wkb-^tli^iipoW^* 
dans  ^and  the  fear  of  oppofiAg  t!he  pfyiilii  ftHnin 
agreed  upon  a  new  iublcrq>d6ii  paptri  wlierein  Amf^^m- 
Aug.  g^tged  as  &llows--^<  We  will  Hot  lend  firor^ii 
'*      fiom  Great  Britain,  eitl^  upon  our  own 

upon  commiffions,  diis  Ally  wf  other  goods  tlM»  \ 
are  already  ordered  for  the  fall  fopf^t^*^  ^  ^Wr  mft 

•  not 
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iibtfcf^d  for  or  import  any  kind  of  goods  or  merchan- 
difc  from  Great  Britain,  6?^.  from  the  firft  of  January 
1769,  to  the  firft  of  January  1770,  except  fait,  coals, 
fifh^ho6ks  and  lines,  hemp  and  duck,  bar-lead andfhot, 
wool-cards?  and  card  wire."— -^^  We  will  not  purchafe  of 
any  faftor  or  others,  any  kind  of  goods  imported  from 
Great  Britain,  from  January  1769  to  January  1770."— • 
**  We  will  not  import,  on  our  own  account,  or  on 
commilfions,  or  purchafe  of  any,  who  (hall  import  fit)m 
any  other  colony  in  America,  from  January  1769  to 
January  1770,   any  tea,  glafs,  paper  or  other  goods, 
commonly  imported  from  Great  Britain."—*'^  We  wiU^ 
not,  from  and  after  the  firft  of  January  1769,  import 
'    into  this  province  any  tea,  paper,  glafs,  or  painters  co- 
lours, until  the  ad  impofing  duties  on^  thofe  articles 
:    ihall  be  repealed."    The  fubfcription  paper  was  carried 
/   about  town ;  and,  at  length,  generally  figned  j  though 
fevcral  refpeftabl?  nierchants  remained  non-fubfcribers, 
'■'    The  fame  month  the  GmneSicia  and  New  Tork  mer- 
^    chants  came  into  fimilar  agreements ;  and  thofe  of  Salem, 
\    the  beginning  of  September*    Some  merchants  had  uh-^ 
I;   idoubtedly  the  forefight  to  provide  for  an   abftinence 
\    from  importation  for  a  year,  by  unufually  large  orders. . 
A  report  havmg  been  ipread,  that  governor  Bernard 
''■;    had  intimated  his  apprehenlions,  that  one  or  more  re^ 
:    giments  were  to  be  daily  expefted  at  Bojion,  a  meeting  ^ 
of  die  inhabitants  was  called,  ^d  a  committee  appointr  12* 
\    ed  to  wait  on  him,  to  knpw  the  grounds  of  his  appre- 
-    hcnfions,  and  to  pray  him  ta  iffue  precepts  forthwith 
.    for  convening  a  general  aflembly.    He  acknowledged 
*    his  having  receivai  thofe  informations  which  produced 
fuch  apprehenfions,  but  faid  they  were  of  a  private  na- 

R  2  ture. 


«  His  Ift^flfs  ^Mc%  iiiffi  :(i£  «fet)r  #iAi  ffi^^ 
may  require/'  It  was  then  voted>  *'  That  the  ffle^ 
tnen  of  Boftoii  fhoold  iVrtte  to  the  (ckd:  men  of  the 
<)ther  tomtit,  to  acquaint  thtrh  with  the  foregoihg  refo- 
Kitiontj  dnd  fb  pr&pofe^  that  a  convention  be  held  at 
Faneuil  Hall  in  Boftonj  on  the  twenty- fecond  inftantw"*! 
It  was  afterward  Tot^d^  **  That,  ^^  there  h  an  appre^ 
henfion,  in  the  minds  of  many,  of  an  appfOaching  ^2r 
Vith  France*,  thofe  itihabitanti  who  arc  not  provided,  bc 
tequefted  to  furnifh  themfekes  forth^rith  with  arms,** 
^2^  '  The  ccTTvenfiony  confifHng  of  cartimittees  from  ninety^ 
fix  towns  and  eight  diftritJh,  Hfirt  as  ppopofed ;  And  iftef 
conference  and  confyltatiorij  petitioning  the  gbvemofy 
dcclAritig  that  they  only  confider^d  themfelves  as  private 
fjerfons,  making  bpl  profeffions,  expreHitig  their  avef- 
fion  to  {landing  atrnieSi  to  ttirtwlts^and  difordcrs,  their 
rcadincfs  to  aflTift  in  fnpptening  riots  and  prcfcrving  the 
-peaccj  and  recommending  patience  and  regard  to  good  or- 
der^ they  broke  up  and  went  home  on  ThurOay  the  twn- 

t^-ninthr 
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<ynQmth.  Adv^pe  was  receired  the  day  before^  that  tb^ 
xmcn,  ^  W4r  and  a*ainQx>rts  frpm  Hjstlifa^j  with  ibme  hua? 
di}^  of  troops^  w«re  fa^  vrived  a;^  Naotalket  liarboijV>  • 
a  f$w  inUes  bdow  Caftle  WiUjiam.  Two  days  be%f 
liHe  cpnyention  clpfed;  they  difp^tc^  ^  ktter  tb  Mr^ 
J)e  B^^i,  containing  a  f  epirefentat^n  of  what  had  takq^ 
l^jM^ej  with  fvch  papers  ^  initryftions  as  w£xie  judgie^ 
XQcA  fuitaUe  to  the  circumftapces  of  their  ^fieixihly. 

When  the  news  Wjas  firA:  received  of  troops  being  orr 
dered  to  3ofton>  4>i'(^d  hints  were  thrown, out  that  they 
AiPiOld  n^er  land ;  and  to  flrcngth^n  the  appearance  c^ 
m  iotention  to  oppofe  them^  a  barrel  was  placed  upon 
i|)e>bfacon^  fuppofcd  to  be  2^  tar  barrel,  to  have  beep 
lutd'tp  caU  in  ilie  country  upon  the  troops  appei^^ng, 
¥fki/^  Wf^  afterward  found  to  be  an  empty  nail  b^4TC)f 
Mwf  of  the  deputies  came  down  to  the  convjei^tio^;^ 
•mth  u^hnAions  and  dii^fitions  to  prevent  t^e  l^g&c^ 
j^lix^  iL(ivoilving  the  province  vs^  th$  fat^l  con&que/iggs 
ff[  ihm  own  furious  devices,  Nild^s  wj^  fro^j  ^ 
beginning,  fenfibjle  of  d^  ioiprgpri^ty  and  danger  ff 
thfSiir.prqcqeding;>  and  deftrou^  \>Y  9t  modw^e  coqdudt, 
4^  jcoffipii:  the  one  jand  w»rid  off  x^  pther,  TM  goycy - 
ppr*3  .weflage  to  t^rp  ^tpr  .their  addr efs  was  hii^V .«»} 
|]fiight  tend  to  l^^ip^e  qf  theni.in  awe^  ^  dip  trgp^s 
.-yrerc  thought  cq  bg  >»t  A¥)  great  diftapce.  W^ga  JMf, 
43/A^  jooMd  thejm,  ifllte»d  <^  being  yioleint,  he  was.^yite 
.inodeir^e^  and  when  Mr.  iJ^ww/  Mflm  ^ttempte^lp 
l^^nch  out  in  th$  f^me  free  iu^  unreftrained  l^nguig^ 
;to  which  1^  was  accuftomed  in  the  I\oufe  ^f  r^pr^^x^^ 
tiv€3,  he  was  prefently  filenced. 

The  convention  having  finifhed  in  the  above  m^nns'^ 
.  ^  perfon?  juft  nanned  aflunied  to  themfclves  the  mp- 

R  3  derauofli 
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deration  of  thofe  ^hoht  ^t^^hSm'^i^j^^  4kmi$ 
cKffcrcrit  ptirpofcii;  The  gd^eftkMh  fcifi^ 
m^cys  vAidlly  :ighorant  of 'i^4t  %*i 
tiie  foils  of  fibcfty.;Ke»kc^ 
fomc  of  thcms  iaiid  by  di*  mcrt^ 'at  tiw^-^ 
tifdul  intelligence^*^  M^e  he  gavt  hit*  kilforiAsttith 
feongeft  iafilirarice>  diat  tiieir  names  fliouki  iw>t^lk^^iai«i% 
lK)r  any  commtknieawm  be  >h¥ade  of  #^  "iiliii^'/i^iil 
niaketJ^mMpea^ed;  Too  mueh  oceafioa^^iMHii^^^ 
ftn-' dm^paragraph;  which  icid^^  -^^fetttoA^lN^ 

New  York  Jbuma!.— ^  I  Mathe  the  3ofli>ftkliiar«i#«^ 
^ihg  given  fomc  room  for^-flie  idle-  reports  <rf^ttM|li» 
'%ning  to  oppofe  the  landi%  ^  dfe  ttt>^:s||y  ii||g|# 
-aiddoua  puff  and  bon^ft  (for^^hkh'^  cUftOlHitili 
diren  have.ahitr^i  been  too  ff^i^)ol 

ill  III  III  1 ill  •  liinifir  iiiiTi    I  LJii  r  ftii1rif% 

ni^on^  &c.  under"  the  difihgemioiis  jc 
-df  die  po^3:  of  a  Fi^di urar,  fiA  as^i 
jpocfkicat^  ir  t^  jMx^nce^  W^a^^kiSfici^ 
jtoAoicriatiOTtoi^bteajro  ca'*tt«*ijPl#' 

'-When  the  troops  GmciiMjftaLi^ 
At  goy«nK>r  "wouk^have  ptwMtodf^^yon^ 
haye  provided  qiiarfti^  forMh^iii^'&iMBdl^^^  iHi^Wff 
^efbfed,  and  inanfwerto  what  h6«(ljitfieed^  6^  /«^ Wb 
troops  are  by  aft  of  padii^nmts^  te  be  qdi>i^^''^i(i 
where  elfe  but  in  die'  barradESji  until  d^y  iwi' fiiriitiiibi" 
are  barracks  mow  at  the  caiUe  lfi^4iold4tod^^ 
meats  I  and  it  is  tfaerdSoiPe  i)riiiifr  thr  iil  iii1lii]iiij(  llj^ 
of  them  into  town."    Howeveri-&e  ektlers-  d^fg^ipjtt 
Gag^  to  lieutenant  cokmet  XM^Mgf^  wete-poiMlK'ii 
land  one  of  them  at  Bdtan.    But  so 
Montref(H^j.  the  eagineerj  arrival  widi : 


A  MBit  f  CAN      REVOLUTION.  {I47 

fcquent  date,  fix)m  gen.  Gage  for  the  governor  and  the 
colonel)  wherein  the  general  mendoned,  that  it  being  re- 
ported and  believed  from  a  number  of  private  letters 
and  the  publicaddns,  that  the  people  in  and  about  Bofton 
had  revolted,  he  had  therefore  fent  the  captain  to  aflift 
die  forces,  and  enable  them  to  recover  and  maintamthe 
caftle,  and  fuch  other  polls  as  they  could  fecure.    Upon 
this  the  colonel  altered  his  plan,  and  concluded  to  land 
both  regiments  at  Bofton  without  lofs  of  time.    The 
:  fleet  therefore  was  immediately  put  into  motion,  and  by 
the  next  morning  commanded  the  whole  town.  ,  Every 
thing  being  fully  prepared,  near  upon  fourteen*  fliips  of 
war  lying  with  their  broadlides  to  the  town,   having 
fprings  on  their  cables,  and  their  guns  ready  for  firing 
inftantly  upon  the  place,  in  cafe  of  the  leaft  oppofidon; 
about  one  o'clock  at  noon,  O&ober  the  firft,  the  troops  oa. 
began  landing,  under  cover  of  the  Ihips  caiinony  withr  >- 
I     out  moleftadon ;  and  having  efiedbed  it,  marchod  into 
^    die  common,  with  mulkets  charged,  bayonets  fixed, 
w>    drums  beating,  fifes  playing,  &:c.  making,  with  th^  train 
•,     of  artillery^  upward  of  700  men.     In  the  evening,  the 
^     feleft  m«n  were  required  to  quarter  the  two  regiments 
in  town,  but  abfolutely  refufed.    One  of  the  regiments 
however,  being  wiriiout  their  canip  equipage,.  Ivasihuf- 
manely  permitted  to  enter  Faneuil^faU  and  its  chiunbers^ 
r     about  nine  o'clock  at  night,  that  fo  the  men  might  en- 
^     joy  a  temporary  flicker.    The  next  being  Lojod-s.  day, 
.     jhe  town  or  ftatc  houfe  was  opened  in  ^he  eveivwft  by 

♦  The  Launcedon  pf  40  guns,  the  Memuud  of  28,  GlaJgow  ta, 
Beaver  14*  Senegal  14,  Bonetta  10,  and  feveral  armed  fchooiiers,  b&* 
^      ftdes  the  Romney  of  60  guns,  and  the  other  fhips  which  hid  been 
fome  time  in  the.  harbour. 

R  4  order 


order  df  *fhe  gdHteyiief j  ^f ^the^  m^pdm^  d^MbtHgm^ 

isijppr6piiaf«d?far  die  weodiig  4df  ithr4mfaKiiIi>- 
«ain)y^fi|ietNtked  tiis  auiiiotitf  iil^^ti  ^^q»icm        |mm^ 
loeid^y  rm  thus  adt^g.    ^hk  fHisp  vm  MkiftOf^mA: 
antljr  Fix>idie  «own^  m^  mzs ^  gi«at  ianMf aiioenb ^riie 
^mkmeti'Md merehfottfi^wv^io  kadbeenJtiiicutea«iA«i^ 
finilrr  ihr  ImVn  fliw  r^n^  nrrhmjj/h^r  ify  iilii  iiiliii 
xbteny^^as  thfr'repref<r!itBiii!«s  chairi&er  swih iiuwjpuflMM 
^Jhi^fdis  .foldie»f.    After  A«  ^uart6^  ^^^dmyttbitiffiVf$^ 
'kxAiii,  the  main  gyald'ifv^S'pcA 
fendmot  tweke  yardh'^^om  th^'ifct^ 
jpieces  pointzd  ti^-  it.    tc  i^as  -iKKth  hqn  ftiudi  rjiiig^iaiiBi 
^«h0t  the  people  tieh^  the:  y€prefenttttieyi<diiiiiil^ 
^ffill]1«4lllt]fe,  Md  iFaneuil:>haU-^eais  fcf  : 
0iiftice^i)Ga^ed  t))r  troops  j'aiid  ^[uai^iplaiscii : 
4i[K)fS9  "and  *iiie  xoimdltpaiSi^  tiitt(qgh-qiiiitr|pian$ya« 
igcm^'ftbifdicir  own  duinqdmr*    IHkjt  nCaoiiiiidfoMte 
.(CommoR^fiiseiiig  Krormd  trith  itents^iMid  <iiwfl«ifa  liift* 
sdiers  $  thdr manUiings.aiid^^ia^^ 
ihe  guards ^  die  fown'^beinga perfedtgiirriiaiiy  «tid  tte 
^ifaabi|afits-4Ming  chaUke^  b^  die^fai^^  m^-Aif 
^pafidiVEttiw^pafied;  *  Pirfoiisiievoodf  tnitfii^ 
l^aiMd  imioh  '4if  >bdng'  difburbcd  at  .pubfic  iv 
Jhe  l&UMths  J  ^mthditffiis  beatings  attdH^ 
^»hich  dMTf'had  ticver  been  irniftninnd  in  rhrinTnfBwIia 
ietts.    <^uartenbe]iigobuihedford^ 

agreeable  to  aft  x>f  p^liaipent;  but  reSohlxfy  dfsHv^ 
^ipg.ipoo  ^QjTinea&^idiich.nug^       coq&rmxI  iolRf^.. 
iUbituflifiikto  iheff^taft,    3^be  oppi^ltiopMiC>4if<i^q^ 
dl  to  die  quartering  of,  and 


A  M«TRrl  CAN     H  E  V  0  :L  U  T  I  O  N,  $^f 

w$s  6}  eneoumged  aod  f^i^gthened  by  Mr.  Jimes 
Swulm^  vAiQ  was  one  of  them^  that  Mr.  Hufcinnfm,  ia 
his  letter  of  SJowmber  6,  afcribed  the  whole  to  his 
management.  It  was  thought  that  the  peaceable  landing 
of  die  troops  was  not  what  Ibme  of  the  mmilby  cither 
ggepedted  or  defired ;  and  that  they  were  in  hopes,  that 
the  folly  and  rage  of  the  town  and  colony  would  hains 
kd  dicm  into  an  hoftile  oppofition,  and  diercby  hainp 
afibrded  an  opportunity  for  giving  them  ibme  naval  an4 
fnilitary  corf e£bion.  Under  this  apprehenfion,  the  geor 
deman,  who  delivered  the  firft  diipatches  from  governor 
Bernard^  containing  the  account  of  the  troops  having 
landed,  &c.  narrowly  watched  the  countenance  and  coOf 
-duA  of  the  peribn  who  read  them,  and  was  coofinneA 
-in  fuch  opinion.  But  had  he  not  pofiefled  that;opiraaiv 
it  nrught  4iot  have  been  excited  by  what  be  obTerve^ 
The  fentiments  of  the  military  diflfered  fo  extrcmdf 
irom  thofe  of  the  Boftonians,  who  were  unjoftly  tiewed 
«&  r^bellioufly  inclined,  that  it  was  not  to  be  wondered 
at  that  they  were  infulted  and  abufed,  and  that  qui^ciVi 
Jhould  enfue,  though  they  did  not  proceed  foon  to  ji 
clangen>u6  height.  Undoubtedly  the  inhabitants  couU 
not  be  cMtinually  blamelcfs:  there  would  necei)arily  be 
Ibme  rafli- and  imprudent  perfons  among  fuchmultii* 
tudes^;  but  the  greateft  rafhnefs  and  imprudence  ^y  in 
the  fending  of  troops  on  a  fervice,  which  could  have 
heen  efl[e6tually  and  better  executed  by  a  naval  fbroe 
properly  ftationed  and  employed.  Ships  of  war  might 
have  poflefled  the  harbour  till  the  commiflioners  couU 
■have  executed  their  office  withiafety. 

The  committee  of  merchants  in  London  paid  a  dvc 
attention;  to  the  memorial  fcnt  them  by  the  merchants 

and 


tifo  .'    TBZ   HiSTaur  or  if.*t:' 

and  trad<»is  of  Pbilad^bia,  aiid  toak 
relief  fiom  the  grievances  therein  i 
without  efieft.    The  department  to  wfaieit  i 
affiirded  littk  hopes  of  redrels  in  a  wa|r  diatJiiig)ib|Nit 
lan end  to  the  difieroices  that  had  arifenbetntmiGrcat 
JBritain  and  her  Annerican:  cdonies^  .  Xh6.aft  Jwimfim 
duties  on  ^bds,  paper,  &c«  iras  acknoiikdged  to  be.  Ml» 
expedient  1^  but  it  was  added,  ^^  Sudihasboeavdie.'ilM 
juftifiable  cmiduft  of  £me  in  America^:  tfaatilie:fnftBt 
jundxtfe  ia  hot  a  |at4)er  feafiin  for  a:repeaU^  .Adnn^ 
f^iadoii  was  firmly  refbltred  tx>  oppo&  ic  wAf  tjmKV^ 
moft  Rrengcii,  while  it  ihould  be  mfifled^o:  ia(f.tdBati 
.    -oo^  the^tft  of  the  colmiih,  for  .in  diat  Jightthf^-^Mft* 
^fidered  the  fteps  which  had  been  takea^b^r  tiieixMXMli^ 
lain  redne&.    It  was  faid,  ^'  If  a  proper  di^^o&iMi^/yi- 
pears  iiifthocolomes^  and  dieir  merchants,  in  a  filcoajji 
ing  leQbn/  flxall  think  proper  to  petitkm  j/m&mmt^m 
tiie  pMnct^le  of  inexpediency  onijr,  there  is/yriji.nufcii 
to  b^^evt^diac  no  part  (^  admiittihadon  iiriU  ;^l0efti9 
iht  tttpM*^    But  the  minifter  did  not  dieclare 
Jthe  proper  difpofition  he  expeAed.    Na  JboMT  - 
khc  PbUadiJfbkms  apprifed,  bjr  the  receipt^  Uui^  i 
vmation,  diat  ho  hope  remained  x£  a  repeal  iajthitibft 
Hon,  than  they  unanimoufly  entered  into  die  veiyagMh 
4nent»  which  fome  months  before,  when  .pc^po^'^lp 
them,  they  had  declined:  and  it  waa  Aeir)Opiili<xpk,,«||ii 
as  the  agreement  had  been  formed  on.  nultmfi  dfiibcnf 
-tion,  die  people  of  the  province  would  finnlf  nHotm 
to  It.  .  Of  diis  they  g^v^  noike:  to  the  ooQunittCf^  jfif 
1 769 .merchants  in  London^  by  letter  of  April  8^  1.17^^; |p 
^^P'^^  chat  letter^  remarking  upon  the  infcaxnadm  liMfshad 
received,  they  wrote«^<<  It. would  bccQm»>tj|wiMH|4pt 

power 
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power  to  confider^  whether  even  the  tinjuftifiable  beha- 
viour- of  thofe  who  think  themfelves  aggrieved,  will 
juiftify  a-perfeverance  in  a  matter  confefled  to  be  wrong. 
Certain  it  is,  that  the  wifdom  of  government  is  better 
manifefted,  its  honor"  asftd  authority  better  maintained 
and  fupported,  by  correcting  the  errors  it  may  have 
committed,   than  by  perfifting  in  them,  and  thereby 
riiking  the  lofs  of  the  fubjefts  affedtions.     We  are  ap. 
prehenfive  that  perfons  in  power  are  greatly  abufed,  and 
that  the  people  of  America  have  been  grofsly  mifrepre- 
fented,   otherwife  the  fteps  which  they  have  taken  to 
obtain  redrefs,  could  never  be  looked  upon  as  threats. 
.    Threats  they  never  intended ;  but  as  all  the  Amencan 
colonies  were  equally  afFefted,  it  was  thought  that  their 
joint  petitions  would  have  more  weighty  and  for  this 
end   the.  feveral  aflemblies  communicated  their  fenti- 
'    ments  to  each  other.    This  ftep,  to  the  inexpreflible 
•    iurprife  of  all  America,  is  reprefented  as  "  a  flagit  ous  at- 
\    tempt,  a  meafure  of  a  moft  dangerous  and  faftious  ten- 
.    dency,  &c/'    The  diffolution  of  aflemblies  that  fol- 
'  lowed,  and  the  meafures  purfued  to  enforce  the  a6b  iji 
America^  awakened  the  fears,  and  exialperated  the  minds 
.  of  the  people  to  a  very  great  degree.     They  therefore 
.   determined  not  only  to  defeat  the  intent  of  the  afts,  by 
refraining  from  the  ufe  of  thofe  articles  on  which  duties  • 
were  laid,  but  to  put  a  ftop  t    the  importation  of  goods 
from  Great  Britain.    This  is  the  only  threat  we  know 
,    of;  and  if  this  i^  fufficient  to  engage  the  miniflxy  to 
oppofe  a  repeal  of  the  afts,  we  apprehend  the  miniftiy 
muft,  by  a  change  of  meafures,  endeavour  to  regain  the 
affedions  of  the  people  before  they  can  be  induced  to 
alter  their  determination.'* 

^^  The 


Jt(»iw»t J  md  ffftr^ $t»»r  rmniiifii   riii'ifii  fili  irpiMm 

<iAiin«^«»  n)T^  ^«e  sip  i^^  ^m^isentSi  .t 
j^i^  QQQ&ft  nreohssre  HnJs  befe»  iof.a  i 
^]i»K$  much  kisiis  k  to  bi  cxpsQadf. 

».  ^<  Mappfiud  4e  >been  ibr "ixitfe  ( 
spf  sufiDg  taxes  in  jieacaai  h«l-  soeer  >I^Mi{i 
liho^veKer,  if  die  fl&s  xonq>l«nQ^  i^rvt , 
Jibodier of  die Jtke  aatute MBt attenaptodl:; 
4»«fiKit  unh^p^  jeakMifies  m^ .  veiMinMitMiNMh 
4tde,  and  tbe  pepjiU  of  both  tcAin^  lis  «:M»iMK) 
uietura  to  tboir  ,)i^  good  hum^r,  fiilrfi«k|<M|t  i0ti 
^efliom''-  -;'■..    -"  .s- J.  •jJaqqbf 

Iffniniftrydioug^t  duc  die:ir(£7if(»(tf'  iim  lil|rti'|f 

kw^  the  precedii^  Deconober*  .vofild  ij 

to  non-irpportadon  agreements 

5  rf 


cf  di*  ^olbnifts,  diey  foon  found  themfelves  much  mU* 
taker*.  It  tan  fcarce  be  imagined,  but  that  fome  of  the 
Philadel|>hiai  g^mlemen  bad  received  the  account  of  fuch 
rcfidtesf;  for  the  above  letter  was  in  anfwer  to  Londc»l 
ones  of  January  4th  and  26th,  and  yet  they  proceeded 
t$  hats  been  related. 

Tht  rcfolves  cenfured  the  votes^  refolutions,  and  pro- 
CfeeficBftg^  of  the  houfe  of  rejprefeiitatives  of  Majfactmfeffs 
of  JjtftUary  and  February ;  it  aMb  the  declairatiohs,  re^ 
foltitkms  Jtnd  proceedings  in  the  town  of  Bojidn.  They 
prorttittnccd  the  ele^dn  of  deputies  to  fit  in  convention, 
land  the  meeting  of  fuch  convention,  daring  infuks  of- 
fered to  his  rhajefty's  authority,  and  audacious  ufurpa- 
tions  of  the  powers  of  goverftmertt.  The  lords  then 
ordered  an  humble  addrefs  to  be  prcfented  t^-^WsHS^ 
jcfty;  in  which  they  cxpreffed  their  fati^t^dn  in  tife- 
meafiuts  his  majcfty  had  purfued  -,  gavcinitii  t^  flrongfeflr 
*fliiranc«,  that  dicy  would  efFe6hiallys^i^j>gfl«;^^J^ 
ftich  further  ones  as  might  be  found  necelBfT^o  main- 
tain the  civil  magiftrates,  in  a  due  execution  of  thelaws^ 
t<rithin  the  Maffachufetts-bay  5  and  befeeched  him  to 
^rtc&  the  governor  to  take  the  moft  efFcdbual  methods 
ibr  procuring  the  fuHeft  information^  touching  all  treafoM 
Committed  within  tliat  government  finee  the  30th  of 
December  1767,  and  to  tranfmit  the  fame,  with  tfec 
mmes  of  the  peHbns  moft  aftivc  in  the  commtflion  of 
fbch  ofienc^ ;  in  order  that  his  majefty  might  iflue  a 
^cial  commiflion  for  hearing  and^etermining  the  faid 
tjiBfences,  within  die  realm,  purfuant  to  the  ftatute  rfthc 
'55di  yeaf  of  Hewy  VIII. 

The  refolutions  and  addrefs  were  lent  down  to  the 
Itoufe  of  commons  for  their  concurrence,     Coloi^el  Barre 

oppofed 


C^ipofed  them ;  and  dii^eding  hknfdf  W  t^e^ 
^d>  ^^  Away  with  the&  partial  refoncful.  tiifloB,  fittear 
lated  to  irritate^  not  to .  quell  or- appedfej^  i 
their  porpofe,  unworthy  of  us !  Why  will  jaa.^ 
vour  to  demve  yourielyes  and  ua?  /-  You.  If^ftamr^i^^^ 
is  not  this  place  only  that  difputes  your:|^^J^Xi!egf 
I^rt.  They  tell  you^  -  that  you  have  tyf}fif^£:qf^^ 
end  of  the  continent  to  the  other.  My  ^fttpji^ij^^ 
this  matter  you  weU  know.  Ginfidar.welL.w^^ 
are  doing.  Ad  openly  and  honeftly.  >  Tdl.^ilLcn^|^^f!^ 
will  tax  them ;  and  that  they  muft  ;fubmit«  >  Q$|^^ 
adopt  this,  litde^  ihfidipus^  futile  plan.^.^l^iQr.wilf'fdfy 
Fek  fpife  you  fqr  it."  However,  on  the  nmth  of  FjitK^^ 
^'  they  were  agreed  to  and  returned.  witti.ioaie-jQne^ 
menis;  and  the  addreis  was  ordered  to  be.  pcefo^^ 
bothhouies.  Tht  MaJfacbufettSy  with  b^cc»nuig5np|» 
neis>  conftantly  aflerted  their  rights,  viYidx.^aaiK 
upon  them  minifterial  vengeance.  They  had  via^g^agOfk 
aflemhly  ^en  the  refolves  and  addrels  rcM^icd  AoM9|if;i^ 
the  hS:  having  been  difiblved  for  refufing.  torccmifity  f^ 
the  mandate  to  refcind,  and  the  dme  appoiiitcittly 
charter  for  calling  another  not  being  arrived.  •  B^thp 
.  Vitgma  houfe  of  burgefles  entered  upon /the  Juilkyi^ 
May  They  met  on  the  eighth  of  May,  and*  on  the&qB|i^|||||k 
^  *  took  into  ferious  confideradon  the  ftate  of  rhfi  ralpi^jl 
being  alarmed  at  the  diftrefs  in  ^ich  all  Amoritp  /|pp 
likely  to  be  involved.  They  canie  to  feveral  iitapqlby 
refoludons,  copies  of  which  they  gave  their  ipcalm^llpljli 
particular  direftions  to  tranfniit  them  .widioitf:  ddaf'ifC^ 
the  fpeakers  of  th^  feveral  houfes  of  aQaan|^«oiMl^ 
continati  whofe  concurrence  in  the  like  .w»  ^^^^jf^ln^Ji  - 
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The  refolves  exprefi,  ^^  That  the  fole  ri^t  of  im-. ' 
pofiiig  taxes. on  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony,  is  now, 
and  ever  hath  been  legally  and  conftitutionally  vcftcd  in. 
the  houfe  of  burgcffes,  with  confent  of  the  council,  and* 
of  die  king,  or  his  governor  for  the  time  being— i-That 
it  is  the  privilege  of  the  inhabitants  to  petition  their  fo^ 
yereign  for  redrefs  of  grievances,  and  that  it  is  lawful 
to  procure  the  concurrence  of  his  majefty's  other  colo- 
nies in  dutiful  addrefles,  praying  the  royal  interpofition 
in  favor  of  the  violated  rights  of  America — ^That  afl 
trials  for  treafbn,  miiprifion  of  treafon,  or  for  any  felony 
or  crime  whatlbever,  committed  by  any  perfon  refiding 
in  faid  colony,  ought  to  be  in  and  before  his  majefly's 
courts  within  faid  colony  j  and  that  the  Sizing  any  pcr-r 
fon  refiding  in  the  colony,  fufpefted  of  any  crime  what- 
ibevcr,  committed  therein,  and  fending  fuch  perlbn  to 
places  bciyond  the  fea  to  be  tried,  is  highly  derogatory 
of  the  rights  of  Bptifh  fubjedb,  as  thereby  the  inefti- 
mahk  privilege  of  being  tried  by  a  jury  from  the  vici- 
nage, as  well  as  the  liberty  of  producing  witneffes  on 
liich  trial,  will  be  taken  away  from  the  party  accufed." 
Thefe  refolutions  were  followed  by  a  humble  addrefi 
to  his  majefly,  befeechingTiis  royal  mterpofition  to  quiet 
the  minds  of  his  loyal  fubjefts  in  the  colony,  and  to 
avert  thofe  dangers  and  miferies,  which  will  enfue  fiom 
feizing  and  carrying  beyond  fea  the  inhabitants  of  Aipe- 
;rica  to  be  tried  in  any  other  manner,  than  by  the  ancient 
and  long  eftablilhed  mode  of  proceeding.  , 

The  next  day  Lord  Bottetouri  fent  for  them,  and  {aid»  |^ 
*'  Mr.  Ipeaker  and  gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  burgefles,  17* 
I  have  heard  of  your  refolves,  aud  augur  ill  "of  their 
tfFeds,    You  have  made  it  my  duty  to  diflolve ,  you^ 

and 


tttdd»mU3tte»  ]|0tfD:queIl  or  appeafe^  L-iadequate  tcP 
their  piffpo&»  unwoitfey:^  us  1     Why  will  you  endea* 
vwtr  to  dcodve  ]m]fl^V)^.ajKl  tis  ?     You  Vd^jw  that  ii 
is  not  this  {dace  cxily  Aat  difputes  your  rig^t^  but  every 
part;'  They  tell  foa^'Ai^  you  have  no  right  &om  one 
cndofthicciimaeiti;  to.the  other.     My  ^ntiments  of 
this  mftfier  jou  well  luiow.    Coniider  well  what  you 
are  doing.    Ad  <^ienly  and  honefUy.     Tell  them^  you 
vnH  lax  them;  and. diat  they  mult  fubmit*     Do  not 
adopt  this  litd^  ihfidiqusy  fiittle  plan.     They  will  dc^ 
FcU  jpife  you  fiy  it."    However^  on  the  ninth  of  FebmaTjH 
^'     they  were  agreed  to  and  returned  wixh  fome  amend** 
menis;  axKl  the  addiei^  was  ordered  to  be  prcfented  by 
badi  houfes.    The  Maffacbufem^  with  beconung  firmJI 
neisy  ccmflantiy  aflerted  dieir  rights^  which  drew  down 
upon  them  minUterial  vengeance.     They  had  no  ger 
afl^Uy  when  the  rdcdves  and  addreii  reached  Amc 
die  lafl:  haling  be»4liffidTed  for  refufrng  to  comply  ^ 
the  mandate  to  refcind,   and  the  time   appointed 
diarter  £}r  caDing  another  not  being  arrived.     But  the 
.  Virpmm  YaxxSs,  c£  btugiefts  entered  upon  the  fubjed. 
Msy  They  met  on  the  ei^th  of  May^  and  on  the  fixtecnikl 
^  •    took  into  ferious  confideradon  the  ftatc  of  the  colonys^ 
being  alarmed  at  the  4iftrefs  in  which  ail  America  was 
likely  to  be  involved.    They  came  to  feveral  ncceflary 
refohidons,  copes  of  which  they  gave  their  fpeaker^  wttk 
parucular  diredions  to  tranfmic  them  without  delay,  to 
the  Speakers  of  tte  feveral'  houfes  of  aObnbly  on  the 
condnenti  whK^e  concurrence  in  the  like  was  reqt 
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The  refolves  expreii,  ^*  That  the  fole  ri^t  of  im- 
j)o{ing  taxes  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony,  is  now, 
and  ever  hath  been  legally  and  conftitutionally  vefied  in 
the  houfe  of  burgefies,  with  confent  of  the  council,  and- 
_  of  die  king,  or  his  governor  for  the  time  being««»>Tha£ 
..    it  is  the  privilege  of  the  inhabitants  to  peddon  their  fb* 
Terdgn  for  redrefs  of  grievances,  and  that  it  is  lawful 
to  procure  the  concurrence  of  his  majefly*s  other  colo* 
ntes  in  dutiful  addrefies,  praying  the  royal  interpofidon 
in  favor  of  the  violated  rights  of  America — ^That  afl 
triak  for  treaibn,  mifprifion  of  treafon,  or  for  any  felony 
or  crime  whatfbever,  committed  by  any  perfon  refiding 
in  laid  colony,  ought  to  be  in  and  before  his  m^efly's 
^    courts  within  (aid  colony ;  and  that  the  Sizing  any  per- 
fon refiding  in  the  colony,  fu^fted  of  any  crime  what- 
ibever,  committed  therein,  and  fending  fuch  perlbn  to 
places  beyond  die  fea  to  be  tried,  is  highly  derogatory 
pr  of  die  rights  of  B^dfh  fubjedts,  as  thereby  the  mefti- 
^  maUe  privilege  of  being  tried  by  a  jury  from  the  vici- 
\r  nagp,  as  well  as  the  liberty  of  producing  witnefles  on 
[   iiich  trial,  will  be  taken  away  from  the  party  accufed/' 
I  Thefe  relbludons  were  followed  by  a  humble  addreis 
I  to  lus  m^elly,  befeechingliis  royal  interpofidon  to  quiet 
S  the  minds  of  his  loyal  fubjefts  in  the  colony,  and  to 
[  avert  thofe  dangers  and  miferies,  which  will  enfue  fix>ni 
I   ieizing  and  carrying  beyond  fea  the  inhabitants  of  Ai]Qe-> 
*  ^ca  to  be  tried  in  any  other  manner,  than  by  the  ancient 
r   and  long  eftablifiied  mode  of  proceeding.  , 

The  nejLtdzjhordBonetoun  fent  for  them,  and  t^yf^y 
^^  Mr.  fjpeaker  and  gendemen  of  the  houfe  of  burgeiles,  '7* 
-   I  have  heard  of  your  refolves,  aud  augur  ill  of  their 
^efts»    You  have  made  it  my  duty  to  diflblve .  yoi% 
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and  you  are  dHIblved  accordingly/'  The  gendcmcn 
vho  compoled  the  houfc,  being  reduced  by  the  diflb* 
Judon  to  private  perfons,  repaired  immediate]^  to  ano* 
ther  place>  that  fo  they  might  confider  v^hat  mcafiuo 
were  proper  to  be  taken,  and  chofc  tine  late  ljfieak« 

^j^  They  entered  into  an  aflbciation  Tjnanlmoufly  [which 
they  fubfcribed  and  recommended  to  all  merchants^ 
geatlenien>  traders  and  others}  againfl:  importing  any 
goods  taxed,  and  many  other  articles ;  againfl:  wines, 
againft  importing  and  purchafing  negroes,  fip'r* 

The  next  month,  ri;e  Maryland  gendemen  and  mer* 
chants  entered  into  a  non4mpottation  agreement  finfula 
to  the  Virginian. 

The  Soiiih  Carolintmu  followed  the  eKampk. 
The  inhabitants  of  Cbarkftomt  broke  off  all  cnm- 
tnerce  with  the  Rhode  Ifimders  and  Georgians^  whom  they 
.  charged  with  having  a4Scd  a  mofl  Angularly  infamotM 
part,  from  die  beginning  of  the  prefent  glorious  ftruggle 
•  for  the  prefervation  of  American  rights-    This  had  its 
cfTeft,     and   Georgia  came   into  the   non- importation 
agreement  September  die  nineteenth;  Pr<mdeiKi  Oc^ 
tober  the  tenth ;  but  Rhode  TJimd  not  till  the  thirtieth,  fl 
Q^       The  North  Carolina  affembly  came  to  the  like  tvSo^ 
Ititions  with  the  Virginia  houfe  of  burgeflfes,  for  wl^icb 
governor  Tryon  dilTolved  them.    Upon  that,  the  gea- 
tiemen  who  had  compofed  it,  repaired  to  the  court  houfe, 
chofe  the  Ute  fpeaker  moderator,  and  came  to  a  refo* 
'        liition  for  an  aflbciation  againft  importing,  tfc,  con- 
formable to  what  had  been  done  elfewhere,     Tlius  the 
hon-importation  agreement  became  general,^  and  was 
JiMwardcdby  th«  very  ni«ans  applied  for  it&  prevcntioik 

Meet- 
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Meetings  of  the  aflbciators  were  regularly  held.  Com- 
mittees were  appointed  to  examine  the  cargoes  of  all 
veflels  arriving  from  Britain  ;  and  regular  votes  and  re- . 
folutions  of  cenfure  were  pafled  in  thofe  meetings,  upon 
fuch  as  refufed  to  concur  in  the  aflbciations,  and  their, 
names  publifhed  in  the  news-papers  as  enerrties  to  their 
country.  The  decrees  of  thofe  committees  met  with  a 
refpeft  and  obedience  denied  to  the  conftitutional  au- 
thority of  government.  In  fome  cafes  goods  imported 
from  Britain  were  locked  up  in  warehoufes,  under  the 
care  of  the  committees,  and  in  a  few  inftances  returned. 
Port/mouthy  the. only  feaport  in  New  Hampjhircy  never 
came  into  the  non-importation  agreement.  Governor 
Wentworth  had  addrefs  enough  to  prevent  it,  and  keep 
all  quiet.  There  are  few  private  fchools  in  that  colony, 
and  the  bulk  of  the  people  are  very  illiterate.  ,  If  a 
perfon-can  write  a  note  of  hand,  read  a  chapter,  and 

■  cypher  to  the  rule  of  three,  he  pafTes  for  a  man  of  leara* 
)  ing.  Men,  whofe  capacities  remain  fmall  for  want.: of 
;;  vife  and  improvement,  and  who  have  little  knowledge, 
f  ai-e  liable  to  be  duped  by  thofe  who  poffefs  fuperior  rank 
\  and  abilities.  The  aflbciations  were  as  general,  'and  in 
J  common  as  well  obferved  as  could  be  reafonably  ex-, 
1  pedled,  confidermg  the  difadvantages  and  lofles  they 
5   neceflarily  occafioned  to  rnany.     But  it  is  not  to.be 

■  thought,  that  there  were  no  coUufions ;  that  all  the 
'.  goods  belonging  to  the  profeffing  fons  of.liberty,  which 
V  were  ftored,  remained  in.  the  warehoufcs;  without  being 
'%  conveyed  out  upon  particular  bccafions,  and  to.  ferve 
;'  certain  purpofes ;  that  all,  who  had  given  their  names  or 
:  honors  not'  to  import,  did  not  privately  order  fomc  of. 
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the  prohiWtcd  articles  to  pleafe  themfelves,  families  or 
neighbours  i  that  when,  fome  months  afterward,  the 
zeal  of  the  daugliters  of  liberty,  in  feveral  of  the 
cdomes^  ppofcribed  the  drinking  of  tea,  and  ren^ 
dered  die  difufe  of  it  a  univerfal  faChion,  all  were  fo 
true  to  their  cngagennents,  as  no:  to  fip  their  green  or 
bohea  m  fecretj  or  under  a  new  name;  and  that  aU 
who  dSx:iated  or  agreed  to  the  ftoring  of  their  goods, 
did  it  voluntarily  and  without  compulfion.  The  fear 
or  appearance  of  a  mob  often  produced  a  compliance 
in  perfons,  who  would  have  gladly  retained  their  goods 
till  they  could  have  turned  the  fame  into  cafti ;  and 
brought  them  to  own^  that  they  were  willing  that  they 
Ihouldlje  ftored>  juft  as  they  would  have  been  willing 
at  fea  to  have  thrown  them  overboard  to  efcape  perfonal 
fliipwreck.  The  committees  had  the  arts  of  pcrfuafion ; 
and  in  fbme  places  their  moft  powerful  arguments  for 
reducing  die  obftinate  were  not  known  to  be  ufed  by 
them.  -  ^ 

The  importer  is  fent  for,  and  defired  to  come  into^ 
the  agreement  >  he  declines  >  he  muft  fclli  his  liveli- 
hood ^qpcnds  upon  it.  Arguments  are  ufed  for  his 
complying,,  and  he  is  urged,  foothed  and  entreated  -, 
but  it  ava3s  nothing.  He  is  determined  at  all  hazard* 
to  diipofe  of  his  goods  as  purchafers  offer.  Some  of 
the  mobility,  or  their  leaders,  are  told,  that  the  im- 
porter Cannot  be  prevailed  upon^  In  a  day  or  two  ht 
finds  himfelf  furrounded;  in  danger  of  an  aflauk;  is 
terrified;  inquires  the  reafonj  and  upon  learning  ity 
hurries  to  the  committee;  begs  their  interpofition i 
cbmplies  with  what  na*  before  dcfircd  of  him  j  hopes 

due 
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that  they  will  reftore  him  to  the  good  graces  of  his  fel* 
low  townfmcn  or  citizens,  an-d  thanks  them  for  tbclir 
promifed  affiftance,  not  in  the  leaft  fufpc6ling  thedepdr 
of  their  contrivance.  Every  committee  however,  had 
not  this  prudent  forecaft,  whereby  to  accompliib  thctir 
defigns  without  expofing  their  own  cbaradters^ 

We  have  hitherto  omitted  recording  the  tranfaSioM 
of  the  Mqffachufetts  aflembly  in  the  present  year,  the 
.    Virginia  houfc  of  burgeffes  demanding,  a  prior  attention, 
hut  now  proceed  to  thenn. 

The  general  court  being  called  together  according  to  May 

chartcfj  a  committee  frorft  the  houfe  of  repfcfentativea''' 

rcmonftrated  to  his  excellency,  *^  That  an  armament  by 

feaand  land  invefting  this  metropolis  {Bt^on^)  m^  a 

nulitarf  guard  with  cannon  pointed  at  the  door  of  the 

^  ibte  hoofc  where  the  j^lfembly  is  held,  are  inconfiftent 

.;  with  that  dignity  and.  freedom,  with  which  they  hzn  a 

r  right  to  deliberate,  confidt,  and  determine.    They  cx^ 

I  peft  duM:  your  excellency  will,  as  his  majefly's  rcprefen- 

1  tative,  give  effcftual  orders  for  the  removal  of  the  above- 

I  mentioned  forces  by  fea  and  land  out  of  this  port,  and 

the  gates  of  this  city  during  the  fefiion  of  the  faid  a£- 

fembly."    The  governor  returned  for  anfwer,  «  Gen- 

ticmen,  I  have  no  authority  over  his  majefly's  Ihips  in 

■;  this  port,  or  his  troops  widiin  this  town.^' 

He  negatived  eleven  of  the  perfons  elefted  to  form  June 
}  the  council.  '' 

^      The  houfe  in  anficflage  to  him  declared—"  The  ufe  ij» 
\  of  the  military  power  to  enforce  the  execution  of  the  laws, . 
■   is,  in  the  opinion  of  this  houfe,  inconfiftent  with  the 
'^  fpirit  of  a  free  conftitution,  and  the  very  nature  of  go- 

S  2  verriment^ 

9 


266,"  tHfe     HlSf  ORY     Of    f  ifB  "'^ 

vcfhment.     This  niilitary  force  is  ii'n'crontrolljMc'lj/alif  * 
atithority  in  the  province:  it  is  then  a  power' 'WidldiW 
any  check  here,   and  therefore  it  is  fo  fitf  AfSltm&' 
What  privilege!  what  fecUrity  then  is  left  tb  tt^ihtm^.*^ 
'■  It  »^was  not  urgedj  tvhatevcr  the  cafe  mi^t  Hditiin ' 
"  The  governor  is  the  kirig*s  Ibcum  tenem,  and  ids  dffic^' 
entire*  *  The  chief  civil  and  military  authority  bcSi^  fif 
theBritilh  and  our  conftitution  infeparable,  tKeidng;^ 
cannot  fever  th?m.     An  independent  niilitsuy  eeAdiTtDb . 
the  utter  overthrow  of  the  civil  power.     The  (Jp^fioitt » 
'  of  the  great  feal,'  which  is  clavis  regni^  cannot  be  =c'ah- 
troUed  by  the  privy  feal,  the  king's  fignet.  fign  mairtMly' 
or  fignification  of  his  pleafure  by  his  fecrctaryt  lA'odiiar* 
words,  our  charter  cannot  be  infringed  by  ariyof  thdfe." 
r  The  houfe  firmly  declined  doing  biifinefs  iontAindied 
with  an  armed  force,  fo  that  the  governor 'thc^teiftibf 
adjourned  the  court  to  Camkridge, 
July       His  excellency  fent  a  mel%c  to  them,  Mnxh  die  ^- 
counts  of  the  expenditures  already  incurred  by  quarter^ 
ing  bis  majefty's  troops/ defiring  funds  to  be  fvovided 
for  difcharging  the  fame,  and  requiring  a  pvKmQjcMi  for 
the  further  quartering  the  forces  in  Bofton  and*  Gaffle 
Ifland,  according  to  aft  of  parliament.    •      '     *'.  ' 

The  houfe  of  aflembly,  as  though  they  mein^  by  k 
to  defpife  the  parliamentary  refolves,  no  lefethan  msutt-- 
tain  their  oWn  privileges,  pafled  a  number  of  rcfdvte, 
and  among  them  the  following :  * 

"  That  a  generardifcdntcnt  on  account  of  the  revb- 
nue  afts,  an  expeftation  of  a  fudden  arrival  of  a  ttiili-' 
tary  power  to  enforce  faid  afts,  an  apprehenfion  of^the 
troops  being  quartered  upon  the  inhabitants,  die  gene-* 
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ral  court  diflblved,  the  governor  refufmg  to  call  a  new 
one,  arid  the  people  almoft  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  delpair, 
rendered  it  highly  expedient  and  neceflary  for  the  peo* 
pie  to  convene  by  their  comaiittees  j  to  affociate,  con- 
fult,  and  advife  the  beft  means  to  promote  peace  and 
good  order ;  to  prefent  their  united  complaints  to  .the 
throne  >  and  jointly  to  pray  for  the  royal  interpofition 
.  in  favor  of  their  violated  rights.  Nor  can  this  proce- 
dure poffibly  be  illegal,  as  they  exprefsly  difclaimed  all 
governmental  afts :  . 

^^  That  the  eftablifhment  of  a  ftanding  army  in  this 
colony,  in  time  of  peace,  is  an  invafion  of  natural  rights:   . 

*^  That  a  ftanding  army  is  not  known  as  a  part  of 
the  Brilijh  conftitution : 

^^  That  fending  an  armed  force  into  the  colony  under 
pretence  of  aflifting  the  civil  authority,  is  highly  dan- 
gerous to  the  people,  unprecedented  and  unconftitu-. 
tional.'* 

I         The  laft  is  the  fame  with  that  of  Virginia. 
\         The  governor  called  upon  them  to  anfwer,  whether  ii» 
they  would  or  would  not  make  provifion  for  the  troops. 

The  houfe  by  meflage,  after  remarking  upon  the*»J* 
mutiny  or  billetting  a6t,  anfwered,  "  As  we  cannot  coh- 
fiftently  with  qur  own  honor  or  intereft,  much  lefe  with 
;he  duty  we  owp  tq  pur  conftituents,  fo  we  never  Ihall 
make  any  provifion  of  funds  for  the  purpofes  in  yovir 
feveral  meffages."  Upon  that  the  governor  prorogued 
them  to  the  tenth  of  Januar}^  tq  meet  ^t  Bpfton, 

Soulh  Carolina  affembly,  no  lefs  than  the  M^aChuJetts^ 
\  ventured  to  difobey  the  mutiny  aft,  and  adopted  fimi-» 
^  lar  refolutions  to  thofe  of  Virginia.  The  MarylandlQ^tv 
r.  S3.  houfe 
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Imft  cWittred  partly  into  fimilar  oncs>  but  the  laft  wai 
(M;^kted,  land  the  firil  mc^t  ftrongly  exprefTed,  The 
BK&mw^  Counties  early  followed  the  lead  of  Virgmia^ 
and  adt^ed  their  kft  refolve  verbatim  \  and  toward  th* 
tiofe  tof  Ac  year,  the  New  J^&rk  affembly  concurred  in 
dMir  fefeives  with  Virginia- 

The  propofal  of  parliament  for  tranfporting  perfon^ 
from  ^erica  in  order  to  trial  in  Great  Britain^  pur- 
fimiit  to  the  ftatute  of  Henry  VIIL  excited  a  general 
alarm  through  the  continent.  The  procedure  they  re- 
C'ohimfendcd  was  not  wholly  without  precedent.  The 
cafe  of  Culpcper  has  been  already  related  (p-  76.)  Under 
tjueen  Anne,  in  i7io>  tlie  ringleaders  of  an  unnatural 
contention  in  Jntiguuy  wherein  the  governor  was  mur- 
d^red^  were  brought  to  Great  Britain^  tried,  and  many 
of ifaerh  convifted  and  executed  upon  tliis  ftacute.  Pre- 
cecfeiits  however^  will  never  reconcile  fenfible  men  to 
praftices  wliich,  though  legal,  are  fraught  with  cruelty, 
and  liable  to  the  moft  horrid  abufes,  Befide,  the  ftatute 
iiras  bccbme  obfolerc. 

The  f^ginia  houft  of  burgcfles,  in  their  addreft  to 
Ims  nwtjtfty,  exprefied  themfelves  with  propriety  iTpon 
'  iSm  fatijfea^  "  When  we  confider,  that  by  the  eftabliihed 
ltt«^  and  conftitution  of  this  colony,  the  moft  ampfe 
{JTOvifkHi  is  made  for  apprehending  and  puniJhing  all 
•bofe  who  ihall  dare  to  engage  in  any  trcafonablc  prac- 
tices againft  your  majeft)%  or  difturb  the  tranquillity  of 
government ;  we  cannot,  without  horror,  think  of  the 
uni^ai^  and  permit  us,  with  all  humility,  to  add  un- 
coi^itutional  and  illegal  mode,  recommended  to  your 
majefty,  of  feizing  and  carrying  beyond  the  fea,  the  in- 
li^kants  of  America  fufpefted  of  any  crime>  and  of 

trying 


trying  futh  pcrhm  m.  mj  otii^  tiMOJitt^  c^  b^  the 
ancient  and  I6ng  eftabiiflm}  courfe  4>f  piickceedhi^)  Ibt 
how  tr^f  deplorable  ntuft  be  die  csk  e£  ik  HitK^ei 
American,  wh6  h^fing  inairrad  the  di^leafwe  of  msf 
f  one  in  f^Mter^  ii  dragged  from  his  nacnt  home  inilifil 
I  deareft  domeftie  conneai6n»>  thrami  \sm  t  {Ndfon»  m( 
to  n^  hii  tml  before  a  courts  jury  or  fBtSB^  tftm  % 
luiowledge  of  whom  he  i»  encoura^^  «6  htipe  Ibi* 
:^eedy  juftiee,  but  to  exchflin|;e  hb  imprifb&rtietie  in  li& 
t>wn  GOimtry  for  fetters  among  ftrangcirs,  CodvtfC 
ed  to  a  diitant  l^nd^  where  no  fiiend^  tio  reliitioii  w^ 
^dkviace  his  diftreifes^  or  minifter  to  his  neeeffities>  HA 
irheit  no  witnefs  can  be  found  to  teftify  his  iiiiiocdil(ie$ 
ihtinned  hf  die  reputable  and  honeft^  and  configiied  tn 
the  fodety  and  converfe  of  the  wretehed  and  idbaiidbiiw 
ed^  be  c^  only  pnrfi  that  hfe  maj^  fom  ttA  kja  itl|^ 
with  My  life/*  '  '  *        . 

We  haire  been  reviewing  d»  noble  «nd  amntuHMt  pra* 
eeeding)  V  th^  VtfpMms  and  odiefs,  in  bi^haK*  of  li-* 
berty;  and  cannot  but  regret,  that  die  ekifltnce  of  |bi^ 
^very  and  16  effefts  among  them^  fbould  adimnift«r  Ihe  ^ 
leaft  occ^on  for  any  one*s  writing  OooiijermngtfaCRii^ 
V  Thclaft  refoh«  of  the  Vir^ia  biirgeffi^^Mhirifm 
irery  hard  name.  It  is  indeed  laiij^ii^Dte^  tp  M  tf  ^ 
diflSipdted  bafhawsy  tytiknts  ofer  1^  (uirc^  of  wftofifi|ll| 
negro  flaves^i  rheet  together  tiA  give  thc^iftt^tdf '  iihi 
ag^tdl  Great  Brit^  ttpoii  d^i  foiijeft  of  IH»tyvUdyU 
applies;  to  all  die  foutherfi  coloiiie$.  .  The  Qxfirof  Mb^ 
pendency  in  Hew  En^atid  ift  mote  confluent  and  tfaimi^ 
teiiftic  of  die  people  j  but  f^9rgifgia  arid  d^e  GmiS^^Ofi 
but  petit  maiffes  in  the  bultnefi  ♦/J 

•  MiFt  Mi.  Ift  tofer  t0  Mr.  Hatchirilbn^ 

S4  It 
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It  is  time  to  crofs  the  Atlantic,  and  advert  ta-^riiat 
was  doing  in  Britain.    An  attempt  in  the  hoiiie  lof  conn^ 
mpns,  to  bring  on  a  repeal  of  the  obnoxious  a&.bejKMie 
the  feffion  clofed,  proved  inefFe6tuaL    It  was-  obyfAed 
from  every  quarter,  tliat  it  was  not  a  proper  timcrLoni 
North's  languj^e  upon  the  occafion  was,   **  However 
I        prudence  or  policy  may  hereafter  induce  us.  to  rtpt^  the 
/        late  paper  and  glafs.aft,  I  hope  we  fliall  njcver  diink  of 
/  it,   till  we  fee  Amzkic A  pnjirale  ^l  our  feef/*    When 

the  feffion  was  over,  the  miniftry,  with  a  view,  ki  might 
be,  of  Ibothing-  the  Americans  into  a  better  -teinper, 
managing  their  refpeftive  affemblies,  and  bringingthem 
to  retradl  their  refolutions  and  open  the  trade  as  before, 
gave  out,  that  at  the  next  feffion  the  American  gricv- 
.ances  (hould  be  redrefled  s  and  Lord  Hilljborougb  wrote 
May  a  circular  letter  to  every  colony,  mentioning  "  their  in- 
^^'     tention  to  propofe,  in  the  next  feffion  of  parliameat, 
.taking  oiF  the  duties  upon  glafs,   paper  and  colours, 
upon  confideration  of  fuch  duties  having  been  laid  con- 
trary to  the  true  principles  of  commerce;",  and  affiuing 
each,  that  his  majefty's  minifters,  "  at  no  time  ^ enter*- 
.  tained  a  defign,  to  propofe  to  parliament,  to  lay  any 
further  taxes  on  America,  for  the  purpofe  of  nufing  a 
revenue."     Lord  Bottetourty  following  the  direi^OM  he 
had  received,  fo  to  explain  meafures  as  might  re-refta- 
blifli  mutual  confidence  and  affedion .  between  .Great 
Britain  and  her  colonies,  made  the  matter  known.to  the 
Virginia  houfe  of  burgeffes  in  a  fpeech,  and  then  de- 
clared, "It  is  my  firm  opinion,  that  the  plan  which 
I  have  ftated  to  you  will  certainly  take  place,  and  that 
it  will  never  be  departed  from.     I  fhall  exert  cveiy 
power  with  which  I  am  or  ever  may  be  legally  invefted, 

in 
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m  order  to  obtain  and  maintain,  for  the  continent  of 
America,  that  fatisfaftion  which  I  have  b6en  authorized 
to  promife  this  day,  by  the  confidential  fervants  of  our 
gracious  fovereign,  who  to  my  certain  knowledge  rates 
his  honor  fo  high,  that  he  would  rather  part  with  his 
crown,  than  preferve  it  by  deceit."  The  houfe  in  their 
addrefs  to  him,  expreffed  their  hope  and  confidence  ia 
a  manner  that  implied  fear  and  diftnift  5  but  willing  to 
make  the  beft  improvement  of  what  his  lordlhip  faid, 
clofed  with—"  We  efteem  your  lordfhip's  information, 
not  only  as  warranted,  but  even  fanftified  by  the  royal 
word."  The  conduct  of  miniftry  contained  the  idea 
H  of  a  public  renunciation  of  all  further  future  taxation 
of  America  for  a  revenue  3  and  the  houfe  appeared  to 
view  it  in  that  light. 

But  the  circular  letter  was  far  from  fatisfying  the 
*  American  fons  of  liberty  in  general.  The  evident  ex- 
i  ception  of  the  duty  on  tea,  and  the  profeffed  defign  of 
ii  repealing  upon  commercial  principles,  excited  their  ap- 
^  prehenfions,  and  confirmed  them  in  the  opinion,  that 
ji  the  ground  of  prefent  grievances  was  not  to  be  aban- 
doned, but  to  be  referved  for  a  future  opportunity  of 
making  frefh  effays  for  the  impofition  of  internal  taxes* 
The  merchants  and  traders  therefore,  of  BoftoHy  ioon 
after  the  knowledge  of  it,  called  a  meeting,  and  una- 
nimoufly  voted,  that  the  taking  off  die  duties  on  the 
articles  of  glafs,  paper,  and  colours,  would  by  no  means 
.  relieve  the  trade  from  the  difficulties  it  was  under.  They 
then  confirmed  their  former  agreement,  to  fcnji  for  no 
goods  contrary  thereto,  unlefs  the  revenue  afts  were  re- 
.pealed. 

Though 
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Though  the  testimony  of  the  Pennfyhanin  aflembly^ 
againft  the  rcfolves  of  parliamentj  and  in  favor  of  the 
Virginia  refolves,   the  repeal  of  all  the  revenue  a£t5, 

and  a  redrefa  of  all  gricvancesj  was  wanting;  yet  the 
Philaddphia  connmittee  of  merchants^  whofe  chardftef 
^nd  influence  in  the  prefent  bufinels  weighed  more  than 
that  of  the  alTembly,  failed  not  to  exprefs  their  minds 
fully  to  the  committee  in  Ldndouj  long  after  the  circu-- 
latory  letter  w;ls  a  matter  of  notoriety.  They  thus 
•^Qy^  wrote-*-'^  Tliough  we  are  not  favored  with  an  anfwerto 
y-  our  letter  of  the  eightli  of  April  laft,  yet  as  the  liberty 
of  America  is '  at  ftake>  and  the  minds  of  the  people 
here  are  much  agitated,  and  aa  the  continuation  of  the 
unhappy  difpute  between  riie  parliament  and  the  colo- 
nies muft  not  only  atfeft  your  and  our  intei-eft,  but  the 
general  intereft  and  happinefs  of  both  countries,  we 
think  it  our  duty  to  apply  to  you  again,  and  earoeftly 
requeft  you  would  ufe  your  beft  endeavours  with  thofc 
in  the  adminiftrationj  to  reftore  tranquillityj  and  re-efta^* 
blifh  the  colonies  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  ancient 
/ights  and  privileges-  We  are  very  fenfiblCj  that  the 
profpcrity  of  the  colonies  depends  upon  tlieir  union  and 
connexion  with  Great  Britain,  In  this  fentiment  all 
the  Americans  concur,  yet  they  cannot  bring  themfelves 
to  think,  that  for  ti\is  reafon  they  ought  to  be  diverted 
of  liberty  and  property*  Yet  this  muft  be  the  cafe,  if 
the  parliament  can  make  laws  to  bind  the  colonies  in 
all  cafes  whatever— can  levy  taxes  upon  them  without 
their  cqnfent,  difpofe  of  the  revenues  thus  raifed  with- 
out their  control,  multiply  ofiicers  at  pkafure,  and 
aflign  them  fees  to  be  paid,  without,  nay,  contrary  to 
^nd  in  direct  violation  of  afts  of  alTembly  regularly 

paiTed 
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paflfed  by  the  colonies  and  approved  by  the  crown-*-cah 
enlarge  the  powers  of  admiralty  courts,  divert  the  ufoa! 
channels  of  juftice,  deprive  the  colonifts  of  trials  by  a 
jury  of  their  covintrymen,  in  ihOrt,  break  down  the  bar- 
riers which  their  forefathers  have  ereded  agaii^  ari»- 
trary  power,  ahd  enforce  their  edifts  by  fleets  and  ar- 
mies. To  fuch  a  fyftem  of  government  the  Americanis 
cannot  tamely  fubmit ;  not  from  an  impatience  of  fub- 
ordination,  a  fpirit  of  independence,  or  want  of  loyalty 
to  their  king  j  for  in  a  quiet  fubmiffxon  to  juft  gpvem^ 
ment,  in  zeal,  affeftion  and  attachment  to  their  king, 
the  people  of  the  colonies  dare  to  vie  with  any  the  bcft 
of  their  fellow  fubjefts ;  but  from  an  innate  love  of  ti^r 
berty  and  the  Britifh  conftitution. 

In  our  laft  we  intimated  our  fears,  that  the  niiniftrf 
were  greatly  abufed,  and  the  people  of  America  grofsljF 
mifreprefented,  by  fome  who  did  not  wifli  well  either 
to  Great  Britain  or  the  colonies.  The  letters  of  one  of 
our  American  governors,  (Bernard)  and  the  memorials 
of  a  board  lately  ereded  among  us,  not  to  mention 
other  documents  laid  before  the  public,  evince  that  our 
fears  were  but  too  well  grounded.  From  thefe  it  i^ 
apparent,  that  every  fly  art  has  been  ufed  to  incenfe  die 
miniflry  againft  the  colonies ;  every  argument  that  ma- 
lice could  invent  has  been  urged  to  induce  them  to 
overturn  the  ancient  foundations  of  liberty.  Nay,  to 
compafs  their  bafe  ends,  they  have  declared  in  exprefi 
terms,  ami  taken  uncommon  pains,  to  make  die  mi- 
niftry  believe^  that  "  there  has  been  a  long  concerted 
'  and  extenfive  plan  of  refiftance  to  the  authority  oF 
Great  Britain  in  all  the  provinces,  and  that  a  feizure 

made 
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made  at  Bofton  liad  haftened  the  people  there  to  the 
commiflion  of  aftual  violence  fooner  than  was  intended/* 
In  jufticc  to  the  province  wliere  we  refidcj  and  indeed 
"  to  all  America,  wc  beg  leave  to  aflure  you,  that  fuch 
rcprcfentations  are  withoiit  any  juft  foundatiorij  and  diat 
nothing  can  be  a  greater  deviation  from  truth.  Though 
at  the  fame  time  we  confcfs,  that  the  end^i  acconipliihed 
by  cl\efe  and  fiich  like  infamous  fianders  and  vile  arts, 
have  given  a  gcjieral  alarm,  and  caufed  a  imiverfal  un- 
.cafincls  in  the  minds  of  the  Americans.  They  now  fee 
a  rod  of  power  held  over  their  heads  i  they  begin  to 
fed  the  feverities  of  a  courts  that  by  its  late  enlarged  jurif- 
diftion^  is  empowered  to  break  in  upon  the  proceedings 
of  the  common  law  courts;  and  they  have  anxious  fears 
for  the  exiftence  of  tiieir  aficmblies^  which  they  confider 
as  dieir  laft  and  only  bulwark  agiiinft  arbitrary  powen 
For  ifj  fay  they,  laws  can  be  made^  money  levied,  go^ 
vernr\^er^t  fupported,  and  juftice  adminifteredj  without 
the  intervention  of  aflemblies>  of  what  life  caji  they  be? 
They  are  no  eiT^ntial  membprof  the  coriftitution.  And 
being  ufelefs  and  uneflentiaJ,  is  there  not  reafon  to  fear 
they  will  quickly  become  difagrccable,  and  .then  be 
wholly  laid  aiide  ?  And  wh^nthat  happens,  what  fecur 
rity  have  we  for  freedom,  or  what  r^imiuns  for  the  coIot 
nifts,  but  the  mcft  abject  flavery  ?  l 


l^hefe  are  not  the  reafonings  of  poUticians ;  but  the 
fentiments  and  language  of  the  people  in  general,  Fojr 
with  great  truth  we  may  fay,  in  no  country  is  die  Iovq 
of  hberty  more  deeply  rooted,  or  the  knowledge  of  th? 
rights  inherent  In  freemen,  more  generally  difFufedj  an4 
the  principles  of  freedom  and  government  better  underT 
^wt^  than  among  the  BritiJh  American  colonics. 

For 
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For  this  reafon  we  think  ourfelves  obliged  to  inform 
you,  that  though  the  merchants  have  confined  their 
agreements  to'the  repeal  of  the  aft  laying  a  duty  on  tea, 
paper,  glafs,  &c.  yet  nothing  lefs  than  a  repeal  ofdll' 
the  revenue  afts,  and  putting  things  on  the  fanie  fobting  • 
they  were  before  the  late  innovations,  can  or  willfadsfy 
the  minds  of  the  people.  The  fleets  and  armies  may 
overawe  our  towns;  admiralty  courts  and  boards  of  trom- 
miflioners,  with  their  fwarms  of  underlings,  may  by  a 
rigorous  execution  of  fevere  unconftitutional  adbs,  niin 
our  commerce,  and  render  America  of  little  ufe  to  the 
people  of  Britain;  but  while  every  farmer  is  a  free- 
holder, the  fpirit  of  liberty  will  prevail,  and  every  at- 
tempt to  diveft  them  of  the  privileges  of  freemen  muft 
be  attended  with  confequences  injurious  to  the  colonies 
and  the  mother  country. 

In  a  matter  of  fo  great  importance  you  will  exc^fe ' 
this  freedom.  We  corifider  the  merchants  here  and  in 
England  as  the  links  of  the  chain  that  binds  both  coun- 
tries together.  They  are  deeply  concerned  in  preferving 
the  union  and  conne<3:ion.  Whatever  tends  to  alienate 
the  affections  of  the  colonifts,  or  to  make  them  avcrfe 
to  the  cuftoms,  fafhions  and  manufactures  of  Britain, 
hurts  their  intereft.  While  feme  therefore,  from  am- 
bitious views  and  finifter  motives,  are  laboring  to  widen 
the  breach,  we  whofe  private  intereft  is^  happily  conneded 
with  the  union,  or  which  is  the  fame,  with  the  peace 
and  profperity  of  both  countries,  may  be  allowed  to 
plead  for  an  end  to  thefe  unhappy  difputes ; .  and  that  by 
a  repeal  of  the  ofFenfive  afts,  the  caufe  of  jealoufy  and- 
uneafinefs  may  be  removed,  tranquillity  reftored,.har-' 

mony 
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mony  and  mutual  affeftion  re-eftablilhed^  and  trade  re* 
turn  to  its  ufual  channel/' 

The  names  of  the  committee  ort  the  back  of  the  draft 
from  which  the  above  has  been  copied,  were>  Akx:ander 
Httfisn,  John  Rhea,  Jehn  CoXy  John  Gikjan^  J^Mi^  Swifts 
Jam€S  Me4/e,  J.  M,  Nejbit^  William  TVefi^  Roiert  Morris^ 
Charla  Tbomjon^  Daniel  B€ne:t€t^  IVilliaim  Fijher^  Gsorge 
Ro&erts^  Samuil  Howeli^  and  Thomas  Mifflin, 

The  ftationing  of  trpops  in  Boften  might  afford  greater 
perfonal  fccnrity  to  the  commiflioners  than  what  they 
could  otherwile  have  efijoyed,  and  niight  induce  them 
or  their  underlings  to  exceed  the  bounds  of  their  com- 
milfion  or  of  prudence,  but  could  not  prevent  fmug^ing, 
or  prote6t  informers  from  infult  and  abufe.  Even 
Qdppers,  bound  to  different  parts  of  the  colony,  had 
their  vefiels  ftopt  and  libelled  for  having  uncleared  arti- 
cles of-  trifling  confequence  on  board,  Perfons  who 
ventured  to  lodge  informations,  when  difcovered,  were 
often  fubjeft  to  a  treatraent,  which  gave  them  a  ridi- 
culous appearance,  and  laid  diem  under  a  difficulty  to 
clear  themfclves  of  the  drefs  impofcd  upon  them.  They 
were  ftripped,  well  tarred>  and  then  covered  with  fea- 
thers. The  punifhment  took  fo  with  the  lower  clafii  of 
people,  that  afterward  it  was  not  confined  to  informers, 
but  was  alfo  Applied  by  them  to  others  who  oflFendedi-J 
their  dread  majelly.  There  was  a  degree  of  intemper- 
ance and  indifcreetnefs  on  the  part  of  the  commiffionera 
and  cuftom-houfe  officers,  which  tended  to  irritate; 
whereas  the  utmoft  lenity  and  forbearance  were  requifitc 
in  order  to  general  tranquillity.  Mr,  Eliot  at  New  Tarkf  I 
where  fmuggling  was  as  prevalent  as  at  Bofton,  found 
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it  neceflary  to  wink  at  many  irregvjlarities  that  he  might 
prevent  difturbanccs  and  ill  humor  among  the.  body  q£ 
merchants.  The  commiffioners  expreffed  their  diff^tif- 
faftion,  and  wanted  him  to  alter  hi§  line  of  condud : 
he  ftated  the  cafe  to  a  friend  at  home,  and  by  his  ia- 
fluencc  was  fecure^  from  fuch  like  directions  ia  future. 
They  tranfmitted  to  Britain  fuch  reprefentationi  of  Mr* 
0//V  jun.  as  provoked  him  to  irifert  a  publication  in  ^e 
Bofton  gazette,  which  brought  on  an  affray  at  th^  coSee 
houfe  between  him  and  Mr.  Robinfmy  one  of  the  com^ 
miffioners,  from  the  latter's  ^ttemptmg  to  pull  the  oth^ 
by  the  nofe,  becaufe  of  fpme  expreffions  in  the  (j^d 
publication.  Mr.  Robinfon  being  in  danger  of  coming 
off  with  the  worft,  feveral  of  tjne  company  fell  upon 
Mr.  Otis  J  fome  of  whom  held  hinri  while  others  flxvck 
him  with  canes  or  different  weapons,  A  friend  psUQng 
dong,  obferved  what  was  doing,  prefled  in  jifid  re(ctie4 
Mr.  Otis,  thou^  he  himfelf  fuffercd  eonfiderabiy  frpni 
the  affailants.  The  noife  foon  drew  multitude^  iho\x% 
the  houfe,  when  Mr.  Robinibn  and  h^s  affi)f:iate$  i^- 
dently  retreated  by  means  of  a  b^k  dpor  *.  This  prp^ 
cedure  of  the  revenue  ofBeer^  (for  va>  milit^iry  on$  wjijs . 
pTtfent)  opened  a  lar^  ileld  of  altercation,  and  mi^ti^ 
plied  quarrels,  which  were  before  too  frequent  betwg^ 
the  ipng^s  officers  and  the  leaders  of  iq)pofition. 

Governor  Bem^d  could  c^ry  nothing  in  the  govern- 
mental way  throijgh  the  prefence  of  the  troops,  }>ut  w^a 
continually  lofing  ^ound,  and  growing  more  and  more 
Innoxious  to  the  inhabitants  y  fo  that  he  w^  abu^  in 

*  Mr.  Otis  afterward  profecnted  Mr.  Roibinfon  for  the  aflault,  and 
the  law  gave  heavy  daoiages  againft  him ;  but  Mr*  Otis  gcnerooSj  fot* 
f^vt  hioi  fitpon  dn  acknowledgment  of  the  o^ence, 

fcurrilous 
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fcnrrilous  publications,  for  which  the  Bofton  gazette  was 
notonous*     They  were  craftily  calculated  for  the  irtrii^ 
dian  where  tliey  firft  appeared,  and  fuited  the  too  le-* 
veiling  dilpofition  of  the  Bny^meni  after  the  politicians 
had  encouraged  a  fpint  of  licentioufnefs^   in  order  to 
weaken  the  force  of  government,  and  counteraft  the 
defigns    carn^ijig  on  againft   their  liberties :    but  their 
Want  of  decency  offended  many  of  the  fons  of  liberty 
in  the  other  colonies.     Heavy  threats  were  alfo  thrown 
out  againft  tlie  governor's  perlbnal   fafety.     Of  thefc, 
however  he  was  regardlefs;  and  being  afked  by  a  friend, 
how  he  could  venture  to  walk  about  alone  at  his  coun- 
try (eat,  only  five  miles  from  the  centre  of  Bofton,  and 
whether  he  was  not  afraid,  he  anfwercd^   ^^  No,  thej^ 
are  not  a  blood-thirfty  people." 

At  length  it  was  thought  proper  to  recall  him^  as  faidj 
to  lay  before  his  majcfty  the  true  ftate  of  the  province  : 
this  he  fignified  to  the  aflerribiy  in  the  nionth  of  June, 
Before  they  were  prorogued,  they  embraced  the  occafiow 
for  drawing  up  a  petition  to  his  majefty,  in  which,  aiicr 
complaints  of  him,  dicy  entreated  that  he  might  be  foTj 
ever  removed  from  the  government  of  the  province^ 
When  his  letters,  written  home  in  confidence,  came  toj 
be  cxpofed  to  public  view.  It  would  have  argued  greafl 
weakncfs  to  have  continued  him^  unlefs  it  was  defignedj 
to  adopt  his  plans,  and  fupport  him  by  force  at  all  ad- 
ventures. Governor  Bernard  was  too  open,  and  had  tool 
little  command  of  his  temper;  and  fuffered  his  relent^j 
ment  to  get  the  better  of  what  ought  to  have  been  hi: 
political  judgment.  Every  governor  fhould  divert  him-, 
fclf  of  refentment,  efpecially  in  his  public  capacity, 
Jiis  own  happinefsj  and  that  of  the  governed  require  ii 

I  Men 
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Men  6(  fpirit  may  be  drawn,  when  they  will  not  b« 

forced.     Sir  Francis,  inftead  of  aiming  his  cenfures  at 

individuals,  direded  tiiem  againft  whole  bodies.     Thufc 

he  charged  the  council  with  fervility  to  the  populace^ 

the  pkafing  of  whom,  he  faid,  was  the  rule  of  their 

conduft ;  and  alio  both  houfes  of  the  general  affembiy 

exprefely,  in  his  Ipeeches,  with  oppugnadon  againft  the 

royal  atuthority,  declaring  that  they  had  left  gentlemen 

out  of  the  council,  only  for  their  fidelity  to  the  crown. 

Such  charges  ftrengthened  the  hands  of  thofe  WhoM 

he   moft   oppofed,    by   touching    the    honor    of   thfe 

.    whole.     Had  they  been  true,  they  (hould  have  been 

iiippreffed,  or  mentioned  only  in  private  5  but  though 

the  fubAance  of  them  wa^  even  true,  when  applied  tA 

•    individuals,  it  might  bd  otherwife  when  applied  to  thfc 

body,  the  majority  of  whom  might  aft  upon  difFererik 

principle*.     Political  leaders  frequently  throw  out  mo- 

,.    tives,  by  which  to  catch  and  conduct  the  well-intentioned, 

I    differing  from  thofe  by  which  they  themfelves  are  ac^. 

i  tuated.     Sir  Francis  did  not  poffefs  thofe  mollifying  arts . 

t  which  the  ferment  of  the  times  required;  and  was  morfe 

>  ready  to  aggravate  diforders  than  to  apologize  for  them. 

It  was  common  for  him  in  his  official  letters,  to  ftili 

;  the  oppofition  the  faftion,  even  while  he  owned  that  it 

comprehended  the  majority  of  the  affembly.    A  parens 

tal  governor  would  have  thrown  in  many  hints  to  hav4 

leffened  the  difpleafure  of  perfons  in  power,  on  account 

of  offences  committed  at  three  thoufand  miles  diftance, 

under  an  enthufiaftic  attachment  to  the  caufe  of  Hberty, 

:  at  a  period  when  divers  outrages  were  perpetrated  at 

\  home,  by  mobs  in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom.     Hd 

^  evidenced  too  great  an  inclination  to  make  the  worft  of 

j'       Vol.  I.  T  cvtt^ 
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every  thing ;  and  at  times  hearkened  to  and  tranfmitted 
the  ftrangefl  runiors-  He  was  a  principal  infljuinent 
'  in  bringing  the  troops  to  Bofton-  It  was  a  favorite 
mcafure  with  him  and  the  lieutenant  governor,  long  be- 
fore it  was  executed.  While  he  profeffed  hinafelf  a 
friend  to  the  province,  he  was  endeavouring  to  under- 
mine its  conftitution,  and  to  obtain  an  effential  altera* 
tion  \n  the  charter,  through  an  appointment  of  the  coun- 
cil by  the  king,  ijiftcad  of  its  continuing  In  the  eledion  of 
the  general  court,  w  here  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people 
neceflkrily  carried  it,  whenever  they  united. 

Toward  the  end  of  June,  he  had  the  fairefl:  oppor- 
tunity of  getting  the  troops  removed  from  the  MalTa- 
chufettsj  but  oppofcd  die  meafure.  General  Gage 
deJired  general  Mackay  to  confult  with  him  concern- 
^iug  the  necefiity  of  continuing  the  troops  at  Bofton, 
and  to  procure  his  opinion  in  writing,  whether  his  ma-^ 
jefty's  fcrvice  required  that  troops  (hould  remain  there 
any  longer,  and  what  number^  whether  one  or  two  re- 
giments>  It  is  impoffibic  to  exprefs  his  furprife  at  the 
fropofition.  The  knowledge  of  it,  fo  far  as  it  reached, 
occaiioned  a  conftemation  among  the  civil  officers  of 
government,  its  friends,  and  the  importers  of  goods 
from  Great  Britain.  Gage,  in  a  letter,  rcquefted  his 
opinion,  and  afiurcd  him  he  fliould  not  publifti  it,  or 
make  it  known  on  this  fide  the  Atlantic.  He  imnfiedi- 
ately  anlweredj  that  he  had  no  hefitation  to  declare  his 
opinion,  that  it  would  be  detrimental  to  his  majefty's 
ferviceto  rennove  any  of  the  two  regiments  remaining; 
and  that  It  would  be  quite  ruinous  to  the  caule  of  the 
crown  to  draw  all  the  troops  out  of  Bofton  :  but  that  he 
was  inclined  to  tlunk^  that  ^a  regiment  in  townj  and  ano- 
..    -         5  '         .  ther 
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ther  at  the  caftle,  might  be  fufficient.     He  had  time 
enough   in   which   to   have  ripened   a   plan   with   the 
court   for   the    removal   of  the  troops,    to  the  joy  of 
the  country,  and  with  fafety  to  the  civil  officers  and 
fupporters  of  government.     But  he  too  early,  for  his 
own  peace  and  the  happinefs  of  his  government,  deviated 
from  the  line  of  conduft,  marked  out  for  him  by  Lord 
Halifax,  immediately  after  his  appointment,  when  it  was 
recommended  to  him  to  fee  and  converfe  with  governor 
Pownall,  of  whom  his  lordfliip  wrote  in  the  fame  letter, 
^  *^  It  is  impoffible  to  purfue  a  better  plan  of  government 
;•  than  what  he  direfted  himfelf  by."     However,  his  con- 
.    duft  was  fo  agreeable  to  the  miniftry,  that  a  title  was 
■fi'  fecitred  him.     He  was  created  a^  baronet  March  the 
'''  twentieth  1769 ;  and  his  majefly  took  upon  himfelf  the 
>  whole  expence  of  pafling  the  patent,  which  added  greatly 
*'  to  the  honor  done  him,  as  it  was  a  favor  feldom  or  ever 
i    before  granted.     Sir  Francis,   during  his  eleven  years 
r"  refidence  in  America,  made  very  little  advance  in  his 
I  eftatc.     The  Bofton  fons  of  liberty  had  great  advantages 
f-  againft  him,  from  the  early  intelligence  procured  by  the 
|;  luppofed  author  of  Junius  Americanus,  and  forwarded 
i  for  fafety  under  an  unflifpefted  coarfe  paper  cover,  to 
[^  Mr.  Thomas  Bromfield,  glover,  at  Bofton.     Sir  Francis 
I  was  aftoniflied  to  find,  that  the  contents  of  his  letters 
[  from  miniftry  were  known  by  them  as  foon  as  by  him- 
r  felf.     When  he  embarked  from  the  caftle  on  board  the 
Rippon  man  of  war  for  Great  Britain,  Auguft  the  firft, 
■  few  lamented  his  departure.     Even  his  friend,  the  lieute- 
nant governor  Mr.  Hutchinjony  regretted  not  his  recall  j 
by  it  he  gained  an  opening  for  fucceeding  to  the  chair> 

T  2  to 


275 


iy6  TftE     HtSTORY     OF     THI 

to  which  he  had  been  long  looking,  and  was  in  hopes  %£ 
being  advanced. 

Bbjiomnd  New-  2^ork  entered  into  the  non-icnpoftatiom 
agreement fo  early  as  Auguft  the  preceding  year:  before 
the  prefent  was  out  they  began  to  be  embarraffed^  and 
huoibers.  grew  weary  of  their  engagement-  Advantage 
^as  taken  of  thcfe  circunnftances.  The  Bri£ijh  officers^ 
either  of  their  own  thought  or  through  hints  from  home, 
offered  merchants  the  liberty  of  having  their  goods  di- 
reded  to  them  as  though  intended  for  the  army ;  and 
many  were  got  in  under  diat  cover,  efpccially  at  Ne^ 
Tork.  Several  pejlbns  impon:ed  into  Bofton  and  fold 
freely,  without  its  being  particnkrly  noticed,  while  i 
few  only  were  called  to  an  account  and  expoftd  in  the 
newfpapers.  This  occafioned  an  alarm  i  and  die  people 
1770.  affembled  at  Faneuil-hall,  in  confequence  of  a  noiifica* 
^^/  tion,  upon  the  bufmefs  of  preventing  the  non^imporni- 
tion  agreements  being  rendered  abortive- 
Mr,  T'heophilus  Lillie,  obferving  the  grofs  partiality 
which  prevailed"  in  fufFering  fome  to  fell,  while  a  few 
others  were  profcribed,  dcternuned  upon  felling  his  goods 
ftlfo.  To  point  him  out  as  inimical  to  the  agrecnncnt^ 
and  a  perfon  whofe  fliop  was  to  be  fhunncd,  a  piece  of 
pageantry  was  placed  before  the  door,  Mr.  RubMrJpHf 
attempting  to  remove  it^  was  driven  into  his  houfe  by  ^ 
number  of  boys,  and  there  attacked  by  Rones  through 
the  windows.  Provoked,  rather  than  endangered  by  the 
Feb.  affault,  he  fired  and  killed  Cbrljiopber  Snider ^  a  Ud  of 
^^*  eleven  years  old,  who  was  recorded  in  the  pubHc  prints 
as  the  firft  martyr  to  the  noble  caufe  of  liberty.  The 
boy  was  buried  with  the  greateft  refpedt  imaginable,  ac- 
cording to  the  cuftom  of  tl>e  country  i   and  fuch  was 

tlic 
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the  number  of  people  following  the  corps,  that  die  foot 
proccflion   extended  a  full '  quarter   of   a  mile.     The 
event  tended  rather  to  promote  than  injure  the  non- 
importation agreement.     Boys,  fmall  and  great,   and 
undoubtedly  men,  had  been  and  were  encouraged,  and 
wen  paid  by  certain  leaders,    to  infult  and  intimidate 
thofe  who  had  avowedly  counterafted  the  combination, 
,  and  ftill  perfevered.     The  lieutenant  governor  in  April, 
attempted  prevailing  upon  a  merchant  of  the  firft  eftatc 
and  charafter,  to  promote  an  affociation,  in  oppofition 
■    to  the  non-importation  agreement,  but  to  no  purpofe ; 
r    and  received  for  anfwer,  "  Until  parliament  makes  pro- 
;.   vilion  for  the  punilhment  of  the  confederacies,  all  will 
I    be  inefFeftual,  and  the  aflbciates  will  be  expofed  to  po- 
I  pular  rage/*    Another  meeting  was  called  to  determine 
whether  the  goods  already  arrived  and  thofe  expefted, 
ftiould  be  fent  back  to  Britain,     A  gentleman  having 
received  a  letter  from  a  member  of  parliament,  in  which 
[  it  was  faid,  that  fhipping  back  1 0,000 1.  of  goods  will 
\  do  more  than  ftoring  100,000 1   and  the  fame  being 
communicated,  the  fcale,  when  upon  a  balance,  was 
turned,  and  all  the  importers  belonging  to  the  town  fub- 
I  knitted  to  fend  their  goods  back ;  and  in  May  many  were 
\  re-lhipped  on  board  captain  Scott.     The  leaders  give 
I  out  that  it  was  done  voluntarily :  and  yet  the  major  part 
of  the  merchants  wiflicd  to  fee  the  trade  free  from  re- 
ftraint ;  but  having  in  the  height  of  their  zeal,  called  in 
[the  populace  as  their  fervants  to  intimidate  thofe  who 
\  refufed  to  join  in  the  combination,  they  were  now  forced 
to  fubmit  to  them  as  their  mailers,  under  the  influence 
.  of  a  few  of  the  merchants,  who  ftill  adhered  to  their  firft 
plan.     Several  of  the  laft  importers  begged  with  tears, 

T  3  that 
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that  they  might  be  allowed  to  houfe  their  goods,  but  it 
was  not  granted.  One  who  had  been  pretty  fturdy,  had 
a  committee  of  tradefmen  fer>t  him,  with  an  axe-mafi, 
a  carpenter,  at  their  head,  who  told  him  that  there. were 
a  I  coo  men  waiting  for  his  anlwer,  and  if  he  did  not 
comply,  there  was  no  faying  what  would  be  thcconfe- 
quences.  The  ftrength  of  the  argument  .prevailed ;  and 
a  day  or  two  after  the  paper  publifhed  that  he  complied 
Voluntarily.  The  Bojlonians  moreover  refolved  to  leave 
off  all  trade  with  the  Newport  people,  becaufe  of  their 
duplicity,  and  breaking  through  the  non-importation 
agreement.  The  next  month  Hartford  ioYiosfitdL  the  ex- 
ample of  Bofton.  But  about  the  fame,  time,  the  New 
Torkersy  by  dexterous  management,  were  brought  to 
•agree  to  import  "  every  thing,  except  fuch  articles  as 
are,  or  may  hereafter  be,  fubjed  to  duty  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  raifmg  a  revenue  in  America."  Government 
gained  a  party  in  the  committee  of  merchants,  who  took 
advantage  of  the  charges  brought  againft,  Bojhn  of  im- 
porting large  quantities  of  goods  5  and  Mr.  Hancock  wias 
complained  of  for  fufFering  them  to  be  brou^t  in 
his  vefTels.  By  thefe  means  they  prepared  the  minds  of 
the  people  for  the  execution  of  the  plan  they  had  con- 
certed. They  did  not  call  a  meeting  of  the  citizens, 
in  which  the  vote  of  the  populace,  procured  by  the  arts 
of  individuals,  might  prevail ;  but  went  through  the 
feveral  wards,  and  took  the  fenfe  of  the  principal  inha- 
bitants feparatclv,  when  it  appeared  that  the  majority 
were  for  importing.  Upon  the  receipt  of  letters  from 
•  Philadelphia  and  Bofior.y  the  fenfe  of  the  inhabitants  was 
again  taken,  and  turned  out  as  before.  They  were  fe- 
verely  cenfurcd  by  the  Philadclphians  for  then- defedkion, 

and 
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and  by  others  alfb.  The  letter  of  the  committee  to  the 
merchants  at  Bofton,  informing  them  what  agreement 
they  had  adopted,  was  contemptuoufly  torn  to  pieces. 
Whenthofe  Torkers,  who  were  in  the  intereft  of  govern- 
ment, began  to  concert  their  plan,  they  refted  on  af- 
furances  of  what  would  be  done  in  parliament,  and 
knew  not,  for  certain,  that  the  duties  on  glafs,  paper, 
and  colours,  had  been  taken  off;  but  the  news  of  the 
obnoxious  aft  being  fo  far  repealed,  reached  the  con- 
tinent before  they  had  fully  perfefted  the  bufinefs  on  the 
tenth  of  July  *. 

The  New  Torkers  were  in  general  faithful,  while  their 
non-importation  agreement  lafted;  more  fo,  it  was 
thought,  than  the  Bojlonians.  Thefe  fufFered  much  in 
their  reputation  among  the  fons  of  liberty  at  New  York 
and  Philadelphia,  for  the  large  quantities  of  goods  found 
by  fome  of  the  newipaper  publications,  to  have  been 
imported  into  Bofton.  Some  of  the  inhabitants  were 
defirous  of  rolling  away  much  of  the  reproach,  by  point- 
ing out,  that  a  confiderable  part  of  the  goods  charged 
to  the  fcore  of  Bofton,  belonged  to  Salem^  Marbleheady  . 
and  other  ports  3  but  when  the  non-importation  agree- 
ments were  ended,  it  was  omitted,  and  thus  they  con- 
tinued to  lie  under  greater  difgrace  than  really  belonged 
to  them.  While  the  New  York  plan  was  carrying  on, 
a  trial  was  made  by  about  a  dozen  perfons,  to  frighten 
the  gentlemen  who  were  inqlined  to  import  from  fo 
doing,  but  it  failed;  the  populace  had  been  fecured. 

The  king  gave  his  affent  to  the  aft  for  repealing  the  April 
duties  on  glafs,  paper,  and  colours.     The  tea  duty  was  *^* 

*  The  date  of  the  committee's  letter  to  the  Philadelphians,  after 
taking  the  fenfe  of  the  inhabitants  a  fecond  time. 

T  4  pro- 
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that  they  might  be  allowed  to  houfe  their  goods^  ■  but  k 
was  not  granted.  One  who  had  been  pretty  fturdy,  had 
a  comnaittee  of  tradefnnen  fei^t  him,  with  an  axe-mafi^ 
a  carpenter,  at  their  head,  who  told  him  thattbeccwiere 
a  I  coo  men  waiting  for  his  anlwer,  and  if  he  did  not 
comply,  there  was  no  faying  what  would  be  die-conle- 
quences.  The  ftrength  of  the  argument  .prevaikd  j  and 
a  day  or  two  after  the  paper  publifhed  that  he  complied 
Voluntarily.  The  Bojionians  moreover  refolved  to  leave 
off  all  trade  with  the  Newport  people,  becaufc  of,  their 
duplicity,  and  breaking  through  the  non-importaoon 
agreement.  The  next  month  Hartford  followed  the  ex- 
ample of  Bofton.  But  about  the  fame,  tinnfe,'  the  New 
Torkersy  by  dexterous  management,  were  brought  to 
agree  to  import  "  every  thing,  except  luch  articles  as 
are,  or  may  hereafter  be,  fubjedt  to  duty  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  raifmg  a  revenue  in  America."  Goverhnient 
gained  a  party  in  the  committee  of  merchants,  wrbotoofc 
advantage  of  the  charges  brought  againft,  Bojhn  of  im- 
porting large  quantities  of  goods  3  and  Mr.  Hancock ym 
complained  of  for  fuffering  them  to  be  brought  itf 
his  veffels.  By  thefe  means  they  prepared  the  mi^ds  of 
the  people  for  the  execution  of  the  plan  they  had  oon^ 
certed.  They  did  not  call  a  meeting  of  the  citizens, 
in  wliich  the  vote  of  the  populace,  procured  by  the  arts 
of  individuals,  might  prevail;  but  went  through  the 
feveral  wards,  and  took  the  fenfe  of  the  principal  inha- 
bitants feparatcly,  when  it  appeared  that  the  msLjority 
were  for  importing.  Upon  the  receipt  of  letters  frcMn 
•  Philadelphia  and  Bojlcn^  the  fenfe  of  the  inhabitants  was 
again  taken,  and  turned  out  as  before.  T^cy  were  fc- 
verely  cenfurcd  by  the  Philadelphians  for  their  defection, 

and 
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and  by  others  alfo.  The  letter  of  the  committee  to  the 
merchants  at  Bofton,  informing  them  what  agreement 
they  had  adopted,  was  contemptuoufly  torn  to  pieces. 
Whenthofe  Yorkers^  who  were  in  the  intereft  of  govern- 
ment, began  to  concert  their  plan,  they  retted  on  af- 
furances  of  what  would  be  done  in  parliament,  and 
knew  not,  for  certain,  that  the  duties  on  glafs,  paper, 
.  and  colours,  had  been  taken  off;  but  the  news  of  the 
obnoxious  aft  being  fo  far  repealed,  reached  the  con- 
tinent before  they  had  fully  perfefted  the  bufinefs  on  the 
V    tenth  of  July  *. 

The  New  Yorkers  were  in  general  faithful,  while  their 

;    non-importation   agreement  lafted;    more  fo,    it  was 

\   thought,  than  the  Bojlonians.     Thefe  fufFered  much  in 

-    their  reputation  among  the  fons  of  liberty  at  New  York 

u'   and  Philadelphia,  for  the  large  quantities  of  goods  found 

\   by  fome  of  the  newlpaper  publications,  to  have  been 

imported  into  Bofton.     Some  of  the  inhabitants  were 

defirous  of  rolling  away  much  of  the  reproach,  by  point- 

'  ing  out,  that  a  confiderable  part  of  the  goods  charged 

:  to  the  fcore  of  Bofton,  belonged  to  Saleniy  Marbleheady 

\  and  other  ports  3  but  when  the  non-importation  agree- 

^  ments  were  ended,  it  was  omitted,  and  thus  they  con- 

'f  tinued  to  lie  under  greater  difgrace  than  really  belonged 

i'  to  them.     While  the  New  York  plan  was  carrying  on, 

\  a  trial  was  made  by  about  a  dozen  perfons,  to  frighten 

.  the  gentlemen  who  were  inclined  to  import  from  fo 

I  doing,  but  it  failed ;  the  populace  had  been  fecured.- 

r       The  king  gave  his  affent  to  the  aft  for  repealing  the  April 

[^  duties  on  glafs,  paper,  and  colours.     The  tea  duty  was  ^^* 

I        *  The  date  of  the  committee's  letter  to  the  Philadelphians,  after 
taking  the  fenfe  of  the  inhabitants  a  fecond  time. 
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profefl^dly  continued  as  a  pepper-coTn  rent,   fw  thfi 
point  of  honor^  and  as  a  badge  of  favereignty  gvcr  th? 
colonies.     The  minifby  miglit  alfo  me^n  to  iifc  it  ^i^ 
fome  dituje  period,  for  deeper  purpofes  dun  covtk}  be 
then  fathomed.     They  intended  in  die  beginning  of  the 
feffion  to  boring  in  a  bill  againft  Anncrieap  ailfociations  ; 
but  the  violence  of  paity  ^^ag  fuch^  diat  it  wi^  thpug]:it 
the  times  would  not  admit  of  i^     The  ftrong  oppofi,^ 
tion  made  to  miniftcrial  nneafures  at  homCj^  was  certainly 
helpful  ro  the  caiife  of  the  colonies^    and  encouraged 
them  to  go  thofe  lengths  which  they  would  oThcfwife 
h^ve  fcarte  ventured  upon-    This  however  was  not  to 
be  ciiarged  to  the  antL-miniftcrialitts,  £*s  an  evil  for  which 
they  were  anfwerabic.     l^et  minifters  attempt   at  any 
tinne,  to  make  unjuftifiable  inroads  upon  the  liberties  of 
Britifh  fnbjefts,  their  opponents  are  bonnd  in  duty,  as 
the  guardians  of  the  public,  toufe  all  warrantable  efforts 
to  difconcert  them;  and  the  mifchief  which  follows  is 
to  be  placed  to  the  account  of  thofe  who  render  the 
eppofuion  a  neceifary  meafure. 

The  news  of  a  partial  repeal  did  not  f:itisfy  the  colo^ 
uifts.  But  they  attempted  in  vain  to  keep  up  the  non- 
importation agreement  after  the  dcfeftion  of  New  York, 
The  Borton  merchants  a:  lengthy  in  a  meeting  held  at 
the  coffee-houfe  in  Oftober,  unanimoufly  voted  to  alter 
it,  and  adopt  the  fj^me  plan  of  importing  with  that  of 
^e  New  Yorkers*  It  appeared  to  be  the  fenfe  of  die 
one  and  the  other,  ajiid  alfo  of  the  Philadeiphians,  diat 
no  tea  ihoult;!  be  imported;  and  that  if  any  was  brought 
mXo  the  feveral  ports,  it  ibould  be  fmuggled  to  avoid 
paying  the  duty.  The  Virginia  houfe  of  burgeflfesj  in 
a  petition  to  his  maj<;%j  expreffed  their  exceeding  great 

concern 


concern  and  4eep  affliftion  upon  finding  that  the  feveral 
a^s  impofing  duties,  for  the  purpofe  of  raifuig  a  revenue 
in  America,  were  continued  5  and  faid,  ^^  A  partial 
fufpenfion  of  dutie^j  and  thefe  fuch  only  as  were  im- 
pofed  upon  Brjtilh  manufadlwes,  cannot  reipaye  the 
too  well  grounded  fears  and  apprehenfions  of  your  nia-. 
jefty -s  fubjefts,  whilft  inapofitions  are  continued  on  the 
fame  articles  of  foreign  fabric,  and  entirely  retained  upon 
tea  for  the  avowed  purpofe  of  eftablifliing  a  precedent 
againft  us/'  The  prefent  year  was  marked  by  a  differ- 
ent fcene  of  blood  than  what  offered  in  February,  which 
could  not  be  introduced  in  the  order  of  time,  without 
breaking  the  thread  of  the  preceding  narration. 

Outrages  had  been  committed  by  the  foldiers ;  and 
frequent  quarrels  had  happened  between  them  and  the 
inhabitants  of  Bofton,  who  viewed  the  military  as  come 
\  to  dragoon  them  into  obedience  to  ftatutes^  infb^iftions 
V  and  mandates,  that  were  thoroughly  detefted.  Each 
I  day  gave  rife  to  new  occurrences  which  augmented  the 
t  animofity.  Reciprocal  infults  foured  the  tempers,  and 
I      mutual  injuries  imbittered  the  palTions  of  the  oppofite 

!  parties.  Befide,  fome  fiery  fpirits,  who  refented  the  in- 
dignity of  having  foldiers  quartered  among  them,  were 
continually  exciting  the  towns  people  to  quarrel  with  the 
tjoops.  Not  only  fo^,  but  a  pompous  ne\yfpaper  account 
of  a  viftory  obtained  by  the  inhabitants  of  New  York 
jj!  over  the  foldiers  there,  in  an  affray,  undoubtedly  ex- 
r  cited  the  refentment  pf  the  military  at  Bofton,  and 
i^  exultations  among  their  opponents,  and  thus  increafed 
the  ferment.  Every  thing  tended  to  a  crifis ;  and  it  i^ 
^  rather  wonderful  that  it  did  not  exift  fooner,  when  fo 
i^      many  circumftances  united  to  haften  its  approach.     The 
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lieutenant  governor  did  not  attend  to  thcfe  things  pro-* 
iperly ;  and  was  not  fufficiently  careful  to  prctrcnt  con(e- 
quences,  by  ftrongly  urging  the  officers  to  keep  dieir 
men  in. the  barracks  as  much  as  poffible,  and  to  main- 
tain the  ftrifteft  difcipline.  He  was  defirous  of  recom- 
mending himfelf  both  to  them  and  the  commiffioners^ 
and  therefore  vras  very  cautious  left  he  fhould  ofiend 
cither. 

At  length  a  private  of  the  twenty-ninth  regiment^ 
Mar.  paffing  along  in  the  morning  near  Mr.  John  Gray's  rope 
^*  walk,  being  provoked  by  infulting  words,  refentcd  it| 
and  being  overpowered,  went  off,  but  foon  returned  with 
a  dozen  foldiers,  between  whom  and  the  r(^-maker$  iih 
affray  enfued,  which  terminated  in  the  defeat  of  the 
former;  who  in  the  afternoon,  armed  themfelves  with 
clubs,  and  were  on  their  way  to  renew  the  afBon^  but 
were  ftopped.  On  this  many  of  the  towns  people  were 
fo  enraged,  that  they  determined  upon  fighting  it  ouij 
with  the  foldiers  on  the  Monday.  The  Rev.  Dr.  EU^t 
was  told  of  the  determination  on  the  Saturday  5  and  was 
alfo  informed,  that  the  bells  were  to  be  rung  to  aflfemWo 
the  inhabitants  together ;  {0  that  when  on  the  Monday 
evening  he  heard  them  ring,  he  was  not  alarmed  with* 
an  appreheniibn  of  its  being  on  account  of  a  fire*s 
breaking  out  in  the  town,  which  is  generally  the  caie  *. 
It  does  not  appear  that  any  militia  were  called  in  before 
the  firing  upon  the  people,  or  that  any  regular  plan  waa 
formed  for  compelling  the  troops  to  move  from  the^ 
town:  it  is  abfurd  to  think,  on  the  other  hand,  that  there 
was  a  fettled  plot  for  employing  the  foldiers  to  maf&cre 

*  The  Dolor's  account  to  me,  when  difcourfing  upon  whatjs 
called  the  maffacre. 

the 
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the  inhabitants.  But  from  the  charafters,  principles, 
and  politics  of  certain  perlbns  among  the  leaders  of  the 
oppofition,  it  may  be  feared,  that  they  had  no  objeftion 
to  a  rencounter,  that  by  occafioning  the  death  of  a  few, 
might  eventually  clear  the  place  of  the  two  regiments* 
Th^t  fome  defign  was  on  foot,  which  might  be  attended 
with  danger  in  the  execution,  may  be  gathered  from 
lieutenant  colonel  MarfhaH's  faying,  when  giving  evi- 
dence for  the  crown — ^^  The  bells  were  ringing,  and  the 
people  began  to  coUeft  as  they  dp  at  the  cry  of  fire,. and  I 
began  to  think  it  was  fire.  I  had  a  mind  to  gO'  out,  but 
I  had  a  reluftance,  becaufe  /  had  been. warned  not  to  g9 
out  that  night ;"  meaning  in  which  the  men  were  fhot  *. 

Between  feven  and  eight  o'clock  at  night,  unufiialMar. 
numbers  are  met  coming  from  the  fouth  end  of  the  town  ^' 
with  flicks  in  their  hands,  and  ferious  confequences  are 
apprehended  from  it.  About  the  fame  time,  partites 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  near  two  hundred,  feveral 
with  great  flicks  or  clubs,  proceed  from  the  north  end, 
fome  of  whom  fay,  "  let  us  go  to  the  fouth  end  and 
join  our  friends  there,  and  attack  the  damned  fcoundrek, 
and  drive  them  out  of  the  town  5  they  have  no  bull- 
nefs  here."  More  people  than  common,  with  large 
flicks,  are  obferved  running  from  all  quarters  toward 
King-flreet.  The  north  end  parties  colleft  in  and  about 
Dock-fquare,  and  attack  feveral  foldiers  belonging  to 
Murray's  barracks  about  nine  o'clock  :  upon  an  officer's 
coming  up,  thefe  are  ordered  to  their  barracks,  and 
when  got  in,  with  much  difficulty,  are  immediately 
confined.  The  mob  follow  the  officer  to  the  gate,  and 
provoke  the  foldiers  by  the  mofl  abufive  language,  and 


R.  *  The  trial  of  the  foldiers,  p.  52. 
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dare  them  to  come  out.  They  arc  hardly  reftrained  by 
their  officers  from  doing  it.  While  thefe  things  are 
mtftfaQipgj  fome  are  calling  town-horn  turn  om,  twenty 
or  thirty  tiiTics  over  i  others  cxy  fire^  Jirej  in  diiFcrent 
pbce$)  die  more  effeftu^y  to  draw  people  out  of  their 
houfe$>  and  to  iacreafe  their  numbers ;  and  foon  after 
the  pine  o'clock  bell  has  ceaftd,  the  bells  are  fet  a  ring- 
il^  which  thofe  who  are  not  better  informed,  imagine  to 
be  the  alarm  of  fire. 

Upon  the  foldiers  being  reftrained  to  the  barracks, 
the  mob  ane  defired  by  one  or  more  confiderate  perfonSj 
to  return  home.  A  few  comply,  but  the  generality 
have  Ibmcthing  further  to  engage  their  attention,  Num* 
bers  employ  themfelves  in  tearing  up  the  ftalls  of  the 
market-place  in  Dock-fquarej  for  the  purpofe  they  ex- 
prefs. while  calling  out,  "  Dannn  the  dogs,  where  arc 
they  now  ?  Let  us  go  and  kill  that  damned  fcoundrel 
of  a  fentry,  and  then  attack  the  main-guard."  The  body 
of  the  mob  when  they  have  finifhed  their  repeated  attacks 
upon  the  barracks,  are  addrefled  in  the  ftreet  by  a  tall 
large  man  in  a  red  cloak  and  white  wig.  After  tiften- 
ing  to  what  he  has  to.  oiFer  in  the  fplce  of  three  or  four 
minutes,  they  huzza  for  the  main -guard,  and  fay,  "  Wc 
will  do  for  the  foldiers."  They  feparate  into  three  divi- 
fions,  and  take  different  rours  for  King-^ftreet,  one  through 
the  Main-ftreet-  A  party,  who  have  collefted  at  Oli- 
ver's-dock,  bend  their  courfe  toward  the  fame  point* 
In  the  mean  time,  the  fentry  before  the  Cuftom-houfc 
is  aflaulted  while  upon  duty.  A  boy  comes  up^  and 
pointing  to  him,  fays,  *^  There  is  the  fon  of  a  bitch  that  \ 
knocked  me  down,"'  About  twenty  young  fellows, 
eighteen    years   old,    call  out^    *'  kill  him,    kill  him^ 
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knock  him  down."     Their  behaviour  obliges  him  to 
load  his  gun.     They  pelt  him  with  fnow-balls,  pieces  of 
ice,  and  any  thing  that  offers,  and  halloo  *^  fire  and  be* 
damned.'*     They  advance  upon  him;   oblige  him  t6 
retreat ;  he  mounts  the  fteps,  and  knocks  at  the  door . 
for  admilTion.    Meeting  with  no  relief  in  this  way,  more 
perfons  cpllefting  in  the  ftreet,  and  his  danger  increat^ 
ing,    he  calls  out  to  the  main-guard,   within  hearingi 
for  proteftion.     Captain  Preflon,  the  officer  of  the  day> 
being  told  that  the  ringing  of  the  bells  is  the  fignal  for 
alTcmbling  the  inhabitants  to  attack  the  troops,  repairs 
to  the  main-guar-d ;    and  learning  the  fituation  of  the 
fcntry,  fends  off  a  corporal  and  fix  mento  protcft  bodt 
him  and  the  king's  cheft  in  the  cuftom-houfe.     The 
foldiers  march  off  with  their  pieces  unloaded,  and  the 
captain   follows  to  prevent  diforder.      Ere  they  have 
.    formed,  that  part  of  the  mob,  which  comes  through 
the  Main-ftreet,  and  appears  to  be  headed  by  the  mu-^ 
.    latto  Attucks,  and  to  contain  a  number  of  failors,  upon 
coming  to  the  town  houfe,  exclaim — "  Damn  the  raf- 
I    cals,  this  will  never  do ;  the  readieft  way  to  get  rid  of 
^    thofe  people,  is  to  attack  the*main-guard,  ftrike  at  the 
I    root,  this  is  the  nefl.'*^    The  foldiers  are  pelted  while 
I    goi^g  to  defend  their  comrade  j  and,  when  upon  their 
f   ftation,  are  ferved  as  was  the  fingle  fentry,  have  fnow* 
I'     balls,  large  pieces  of  ice,  (licks,  and  other  things  thrown 
;:     at  them,  and  are  obliged  to  load  for  their  own  fafcty, 
)    The  reproachful  language  with  which  they  are  abufcd, 
;'    cxclufive  of  a  plenty  of  oaths  and  execrations,  is,  ^'  Come 
on  you  rafcals,   you  lobfter   fcoundrels,   you  bloody- 
backs,  you  cowards,   you  daflards  for  bringing  arms 
;     againfl  naked  men  >  fire  if  you  dare ;  fire  and  be  damned, 

we 
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we  know  you  dare  riot/*  and  much' more  to  the  fame 
purpofe.  Tiie  reafon  for  faying^  "  you  dare  not  fire/' 
is  probably  to  be  found  in  the  dodrine  latdy  advw.qedy 
*'  that  foldiersi  while  on  duty,  may  upon  no  occafion 
whatever  fire  upon  dicir  fellow  fubjefts,  without,  die 
order  of  a  civil  magiftrate."  The  mob  prcfe  in  upon 
the  fpldiersj  advance  to  the  points  of  the  bayonets  $.<  are 
defircd  to  keep  off;  and  aie  treated  with  cautious  at- 
tention. This  may  be  owing  to  appreheii£k)r(s  of 
danger  to  themfelves  in  cafe  of  a  contrary  condiift^ 
The  fhouts,  huzzas,  threats,  fcreams,  and  almofl!  yells 
of  the  mob,  with  the  ringing  of  the.  bells  to  incceafe 
the  general  confufion,  may  juftly  alarnrt  them ;  but  their 
preciaution  foon  avails  nothing.  While  they  are  puihing 
off  the  people,  without  once  leaving  their  ftadon  or  at* 
tempting  to  follow  them,  the  Mulatto,  and  xabout  a 
dozen  perfons,  feveral  in  failors  habits,  come  down  to 
the  Ipot,  give  three  cheers,  furround  the  foldiers^  and 
ftrike  their  guns  with  clubs,  crying  out  to  the  others^ 
"  Do  not  be  afraid  of  them,  they  dare  not. fire i"  ki& 
them;  kill  them;  knock  them  over."  The  Mulatto 
aims  a  blow  at  captain  Prefton,  ftrikes  down  one  g£  the 
guns,  feizes  the  bayonet  with  his  left  hand,  and  ftiows  a 
hardy  difpofition  anfwering  to  the  threats  which  .have 
been  uttered.  At  this  inftant,  there  is  a  confufcd»cr]r 
of  "  damn  your  bloods,  why  don't  you  fire,"  and  partlf 
from  perfons  behind  the  captain.  Firing  fucceeds* 
Montgomery,  whom  the  Mulatto  has  afiaultedj  after 
recovering  his  legs,  and  relieving  his  gun  by  a  ludden. 
twitch,  is  the  firft  that  fires,  and  his  affailant  falls.  After 
fix  or  eight  feconds,  another  fires,  the  other  five  &Skm 
in  quick  fucceifion.    It  is  agreed^  that  only  {evea*<H]C 

of 
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of  the  eight  foldiers  difcharge  their  pieces,  and  that 
no  one  fires  twice.  Three  perfons  are  killed;  five 
are  very  dangeroufly  wounded,  and  a  few  (lightly. 
Moft  are  either  paffengers  going  through  the  flreet,  or 
unaflifting  fpeftators.  It  is  well  that  no  more  are  killed, 
confidering  that  there  were  froni  fifty  to  a  hundred  about 
the  foldiers.  They  ran  off  at  the  firing,  but  ibon  af- 
femble  again  to  take  away  the  dead  and  wounded. 

The  whole  town  is  immediately  in  the  greateft  com- 
motion.     Their  drums  beat  to  arms,  and  there  is  a 
conftant  calling  out  "  to  arms,  to  arms,  turn  out  with 
your  guns.''     The  townfmen  affemble  in  the  next  ftreet, 
to  the  amount  of  fome  thoufands.     The  lieutenant  go-, 
vernor  repairs  to  captain  Prejiorty  and  upon  coming  up 
alks  him,  "  how  came  you  to  fire  upon  the  people  with- 
out the  orders  of  a  civil  magiftrate  ?''  The  captain  be-^ 
gins  to  apologise  for  what  had  happened,  by  faying, 
"  we  were  injulted^y'  and  is  about  adding  more^  but  re- 
xollefting  the  impropriety  of  the  place.  Hops  fhort,  and 
\  .  afks  Mr.  Hutchinfon  to  walk  up  into  the  guard  room, 
y:  where  he  means  to  finifh  what  he  has  begun ;  but  the 
I  lieutenant  governor  goes  to  the  council  chamber.     The 
I  captain'$  words  are  obferved  by  fome  gentlemen,  who 
\  attend  Mr.  Hutchinfon,  and  are  confidered  as  conceding ' 
to  the  implied  charge  of  having  given  direftion  to  fire ; 
J  and  are  remembered  to  his  difadvantage.     Mr.  Hutch- 
^  infon  cannot  avoid  expofing  himfelf  in  the  midft  of  the 
enraged  inhabitants,  upon  whom  he  prevails  to  difperfe 
yill  morning.     It  having  been  a  clear  moon  light  night, 
perfons  have  been  enabled  to  diftinguifh  what  paflfed. 

The  next  morning  the  people  coUeft  in  vaft  bodies.  The  Mar, 
lieutenant  governor  fummpns  a  council.     Before  any 
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that  they  might  be  allowed  to  houle  their  goods^  but  zl 
was  not  granted.  One  who  had  been  pretty  fturdy^  had 
a  committee  of  tradefmen  fetjt  him,  with  an  axc-ma/in 
a  carpenter^  at  their  head,  who  told  him  that  there  were 
a  I  coo  men  waiting  for  his  anfvver,  and  if  he  did  noi 
comply,  there  was  no  faying  what  would  be  the  confe- 
quences.  The  ftrength  of  the  argument  prevailed  ;  anc 
a  day  or  two  after  the  paper  published  that  he  compliec 
voluntarily.  The  Bojio7nans  moreover  refolved  to  leave 
off  all  trade  with  the  Newport  people,  becaufe  of  thei 
duplicity^  and  breaking  through  the  non-importatior 
agreement.  The  next  month  Hartford  followed  the  ex- 
ample of  Bofton,  But  about  the  fame,  time,  the  Ntu 
Torkersy  by  dexterous  managementj  were  brought  tc 
agree  to  import  **  every  things  except  fuch  articles  a; 
are^  or  may  hereafter  be,  fubje£t  to  duty  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  raifing  a  revenue  in  America."  Government 
gained  a  party  in  the  committee  of  merchants,  who  took 
advantage  of  the  charges  brought  againft  Bqfton  of  im- 
porting large  quantities  of  goods;  and  Mn  Hajjcock  wa; 
complained  of  for  fufFering  them  to  be  brought  ir 
his  veffels.  By  thefe  means  they  prepared  the  minds  d 
the  people  for  the  execution  of  the  plan  they  had  con- 
certed- They  did  nc:  call  a  meeting  of  the  citizenSn 
in  wliich  the  vote  of  ihc  populace>  procured  by  the  art; 
of  individuals,  might  prevail  5  but  went  through  tk 
feveral  wardsj  ajid  took  the  fenle  of  the  principal  inha- 
bitants feparatch/j  when  it  appeared  that  the  majoritj 
were  for  importing-  Upon  the  receipt  of  letters  fronn 
'  Pbiladdlfhia  and  Bojion^  the  fenfe  of  the  inhabitants  wai 
again  taken,  and  ttirned  out  as  before.  They  were  fe- 
■  verely  cenfurtd  by  the  Philr.dciphians  for  their  defcdion 

and 
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and  by  others  alfo.  The  letter  of  the  committee  to  the 
merchants  at  Bofton,  informing  them  what  agreement 
they  had  adopted,  was  contemptuoufly  torn  to  pieces. 
Whenthofe  Yorker s^  who  were  in  the  intereft  of  govern- 
ment, began  to  concert  their  plan,  they  refted  on  af- 
furances  of  what  would  be  done  in  parliament,  and 
knew  not,  for  certain,  that  the  duties  on  glafs,  paper, 
.  and  colours,  had  been  taken  off;  but  the  news  of  the 
obnoxious  a6t  being  fo  far  repealed,  reached  the  con- 
tinent before  they  had  fully  perfefted  the  bufmefs  on  the 
tenth  of  July  *• 

The  New  Yorkers  were  in  general  faithful,  while  their 
;    non-importation   agreement  lafted;    more  fo,    it  was 
)   thought,  than  the  Boftontans.     Thefe  fufFered  much  in 
their  reputation  among  the  fons  of  liberty  at  New  York 
!?    and  Philadelphia,  for  the  large  quantities  of  goods  found 
f   by  fome  of  the  newlpaper  publications,  to  have  been 
'   imported  into  Bofton.     Some  of  the  inhabitants  were 
defirous  of  rolling  away  much  of  the  reproach,  by  point- 
ing out,  that  a  confiderable  part  of  the  goods  charged 
to  the  fcore  of  Bofton,  belonged  to  Salem^  Marbleheady   , 
\  and  other  ports ;  but  when  the  non-importation  agree- 
ments were  ended,  it  was  omitted,  and  thus  they  con- 
;-  tinued  to  lie  under  greater  difgrace  than  really  belonged 
=  to  them.     While  the  New  York  plan  was  carrying  on, 
I  a  trial  was  made  by  about  a  dozen  perfons,  to  frighten 
,  the  gentlemen  who  were  inclined  to  import  from  lb 
\  doing,  but  it  failed;  the  populace  had  been  fecured.- 
[       The  king  gave  his  aflent  to  the  aft  for  repealing  the  April 
,  duties  on  glafs,  paper,  and  colours.     The  tea  duty  was 

B 

f        *  The  date  of  the  committee's  letter  to  the  Philadelphians,  after 

\    tskking  the  fenfe  of  the  inhabitants  a  fecond  time. 

\  T  4  pro- 
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debate  commences,  lieutenant  colonel  DalrympU^  and 
lieutenant  colonel  C^rr  attends  being  informed,  that  they 
may  if  they  will.  The  town  meets  in  full  affembly, 
and  choofe  a  committee,  who,  while  die  bufineJs  is 
largely  difcuffing  in  councilj  wait  upon  the  lieutenant 
governor  and  deliver  him  a  meflkge,  declaring,  "It  13 
the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  meeting,  that  nothing  can 
rationally  be  expefted  to  reftore  the  peace  of  the  town^ 
and  prevent  blood  and  carnage,  but  the  immediate  re- 
moval of  the  troops.''  Colonel  Dahymple  fignifies  to 
Mn  Hutchinfon,  his  readinefs  to  place  the  29th  regi- 
ment, which  has  rendered  itftlf  in  a  Special  manner 
obnoxious,  in  the  barracks  at  the  caftle. 

In  the  afternoon  the  lieutenant  governor  receive* 
another  mefliige,  acquainting  him^  that  it  is  the  opinion 
of  the  meeting,  confifting  of  near  three  thoufand  peo-' 
pie,  that  nothing  but  a  total  and  immediate  removal  of 
the  troops  will  fatisfy,  Mr.  Samtfel  Mams,  one  of  the 
committee^  in  his  venerable  grey  locks,  and  with 
hands  trembling  under  a  nervous  complaint,  tells  colo- 
nel Dairy mple^  "  If  you  can  remove  tlie  29th  regiment^ 
you  can  aifo  remove  the  14th;  and  it  is  at  your  peril 
if  you  do  noti*'  and  continues  talking  to  him,  in  fuch 
a  refolOte  tone  and  with  fuch  ftrong  implications^  as 
nearly  to  communicate  the  trembling  to  the  coloneh 
Mn  Hiitckivjon  wifhes  to  get  clear  of  the  council^  but 
finds  it  impofTible;  and  therefore  lays  the  matter  "before 
them.  Several  declare  their  apprehenfions  of  more 
bloodfhed,  unlefs  the  troops  are  removed,  Mr.  Rqyal 
Tyler  in  his  zeal  for  effecting  it,  fays  to  him,  "  It  is  not 
fuch  people  as  formerly  pulled  down  your  houfcj  who 
condudt  the  prefent  meafurcs.  Ko>  they  are  people  of 
4  the 
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the  beft  charafters  among  us,  men  of  eftates,  men  of 
religion.     They  have  formed  their  plan  for  removing 
the  troops  out  of  town  5  and  it  is  impoflible  they  fhould 
remain  in  it.     The  people  will  come  in  from  the  neigh- 
bouring  towns ;  there  will  be  ten  thoufand  men  to  efFeft 
the  removal  of  the  troops,  who  will  probably  be  de- 
ftroyed  by  the  people,  be  it  called  rebellion,  or  occafion 
the  lofs  of  our  charter,  or  be  the  confequence  what  it 
may."     When  Mr.   lyler  faid,  they  have  formed  their 
plauy  it  was  not  to  be  underftood,  that  the  plan  was  formect 
prior,  but  fubfequent  to  the  bloodfhed  of  the  preceding 
evening.      His  reprefentations  might  be  aggravated: 
even  when  there  is  not  a  natural  caft  for  hyperbole, 
perfons  inflated  by  pafTion,  will  imperceptibly  have  a 
recourfe  to  the  figure.     Mr.  Hutchinfon  tells  the  coun- 
cil, "  Nothing  Ihall  ever  induce  me  to  order  the  ttoopa 
out  of  town."    They,  upon  that,  unanimoufly  advife 
him  to  requeft  colonel  Dalrymple  to  order  them  to  the 
caftle.     To  the  colonel  he  fays,  "  I  have  nothing  to  do 
with  it,  it  lies  wholly  with  you."    While  they  are  pref- 
1  ^  Cng  him,  the  people  are  informed,  that  the  colonel  is  • 

ready  to  remove  the  regiments,  if  the  lieutenant  govcr- 
J  nor  will  only  join  in  defiring  it.     He  inclines  to  fbuid 
\  out,  and  to  leave  it  with  the  colonel  and  CQuqcil  to  fetde^ 
I  as  they  can  agree  about  the  bufinefs.     He  deliberates 
1^  till  near  night,  dreading  left  any  one  meafure  he  may 
adopt,  fhall  leflen  him  in  the  opinion  of  the  ipiniftrjT 
i  and  endanger  his  advancement.     At  length  the  &cx^ 
I  tary,  Mr.  Olivery  perceiving  how  artfully  matters  are 
managed,  whifpers  him  in  the  ear,  "  You  muft  cither 
■  comply  or  determine  to  leave  the  province."    This  pre- 
vails ;  he  complies  with  the  advice  of  the  council;  and 
Vol,  I.  U  the 
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the  general  ferment  begins  to  fubfide.  The  troops 
however,  arc  not  removed  fo  early  as  is  expeiSted  by 
the  town;  they  continue  till  the  next  Monday;  and 
upon  the  colonel's  being  afked  the  reafon,  he  mentions 
that  it  lies  at  the  door  of  the  lieutenant  governor,  who 
ihuffles  with  the  colonel,  in  hope  that  fome  occurrence 
will  exift,  which  may  exempt  him  from  being  charged 
with  occafioning  the  removal  of  the  troops  by  the  in- 
rerpofition  of  his  advice. 

Mean  while  captain  Prefton  and  his  party  are  com- 
mitted to  jail.  One  of  the  wounded  men  dies.  It  is 
determined  to  bury  the  four  pcrfons  *  in  one  vault,  and 
Mar.  m  a  peculiarly  refpeftful  manner.  The  generality  of  the 
Ihops  in  town  arc  fhut.  All  the  bells  of  Boftotiy  Charkf- 
town^  and  Roxburyy  are  ordered  to  toll  in  the  moft. 
doleful  tone."  The  corpfes  form  a  junftion  ih  King- 
ftreet,  where  they  fell  when  the  foldiers  fired.  Hcnoe 
Aey  proceed  in  orderly,  fucceffion  through  the  ifnain 
ftffeet,  followed  by  an  immenfe  concourfe  of  people,  fo 
ntimerous  a$  to  be  obliged  to  go  in  ranks  of  fix  a-breaft, 
and  the  whole  clofed  by  a  long  train  of  carriages  -bc^ 
Ipttglng  to  the  principd  gentry  of  the  town.  Thus  arc 
Aey  diftinguiftied  and  honorably  attended  to  the  place 
6f  interment,  with  unparalleled  pomp,  not  on  account  of 
perfonal  merit,  but  to  exprefs  the  vehement  indigna- 
tion of  the  inhaibitants  againft  the  flalughter  of  their  Im«- 
thren,  by  the  Britifli  foldiery  quartered  among  them,  m 
violation,  as  diey  imagme,  of  their  civil  liberties, 

*:*  Smnuel  Gray,  "Samuel:  Maverick,  James  Caldwell,  zxA  Cnf- 
pus  Attacks.  Samuel  Gray  was  a  journeyman,  and  wrought  Idl. 
Obie  ropc-walks  belonging  to  Mr.  Jobi  Gray  the  ropc-makcr. 

"^  '  8  -Gaiptwn 
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Captain  Prefton's  trial  begins;     Meflrs.  John  AdajiQi^  Oa. 
and  Jofiah  Quincy  are  his  council.     They  are  warn&  ih  ^^' 
the  caufe  of  liberty,  and  offend  feveral  of  their  owrx  party 
by  undertaking  the  defence  of  the  prifoner  j  byt  faith- 
fully employ  their  diftinguifhed  abilities  in  hi$  -behalf. 
The  trial  does  not  finifli  till  the  thirtieth.     While  car- 
rying on,  Mr.  Quincy  pulhes  the  examination  and  crofs- 
examination  of  die  witneffes  to  fuch  an  extent^  that. Mr. 
Adams,  in  order  to  check  it,  is  obliged  to  teU  him^ 
that  if  he  will  not .  defift,    he  Ihall  decline  having  any 
thing  further  to  do  in  the  caufe.     The  captain  and  his 
friends  are  alarmed,  and  confult  about  engaging  another 
counfellor  s  but  Mr.  Adams  has  no  intention  of  aban- 
doning iiis  client.     He  is  fenfible  that  there  is  fufficicnt 
evidence  to  obtain  a  favorable  verdifl:  from  an  impar- 
tial jury ;   and  only  feels  for  the  honor  of  the  town, 
which  he  apprehends  will  fuffer  yet  more,  if  tloc  wit- 
neffes  are  examined  too  clofely  and  particularly,  and  by 
that  mean  more  truth  be  di-awn  from  them  than  what 
has  an  immediate  conncftion  with  the  foldiers  firing,  hy 
or  without  the  orders  of  the  captain.    .W^hen  the  trial  is 
ending,  judge  Lynde,  toward  the  dofe  of  his  fpecch 
fays,  "  Happy  I  am  to  find,  after  fuch  ftrift  exainaina*- 
tion^  the  conduA  of  xbe  prilbaer  ^appeara  in  fo  ftir  Ji 
light ;  yet  I  feel  myfeif  deeply  afFeaed>  that  this  aSMr 
tur^is  out  fo  mych  to  the  dilgrace  of  every  peifon  jdoDt- 
i:ei:ned  againft  him,  and  fo  much  to^  tie  fhamc  tof  tiat 
town  in  general/'    Th^  jury  ret\«;n  :tjbeir  yerdi(5bjri.i4clc 
guilty.  ..:    . 

P^yucfday  commences  the  tri4  of  WiJliam  WjezjUBOs,  Nor* 
JftB^ie?  Ifortegfto,  WiUiaoi  M^C^ley,  fiugh  Wkihcy^> 
Miytcbe^  ^lif^y,  Wifiia^  W^rys^n,  J54»  Cmp%  and 

U  2  Hugh 
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Hugh  Montgomery,  fbldiers  in  the  a  9th  regiment,  for 

the  murder  of  Crifpus  Attucks,  Samuel  Gray,.  Samuel 

Maverick,  James  Caldwell,  and  Patrick  Carr,  the  laft 

of  whom  did  not  die  till  ten  days  after  he  was  wounded. 

The  foldiers  have  the  fame  council  that  was  eng^d 

for  their  captain.     The  trial  is  continued  from  day  to 

day,  Sunday  excepted,   till  Wcdnefday  December  the 

fifth.     Attempts  were  made  to  prejudice  the  people 

againft  the  prifoners,  one  efpecially  in  a -certain  weekly 

paper  the  day  before  the  trial  began.    The  publication 

included  an  infult  on  the  fupreme  court,  and  exprcflcd 

the  greateft  malignity  of  heart.     To  countcraft  the 

baneful  effefts  of  all  fuch  proceedings,  Mr.  Quincy,  iii 

his  addrefs  to  the  juftices  and  jury,  obferves— -^*^  Wc 

muft  fteel  ourfelves  againft  paflions,  which  contaminate 

the  fountain  of  juftice.     Let  it  be  borne  deep  upon  our 

minds,  that  the  prifoners  are  to  be  condemned  by  the 

evidence  here  in  court  produced  againft  them,  and  by 

nothing  elfe.     Matters  heard  or  feen  abroad,  aretohave 

no  weight;   in  general  they  undermine  the  pillars  of 

juftice  and  truth.    As  though  a  feries  of  ex  parte  ci4- 

dence  was  not  enough,  all  the  colours  of  the  canvafs 

have  been  touched  in  order  to  freflien  the  woundis,  and 

by  a  tranfportof  imagination,  we  are  made  prefent  at 

the  Icene  of  aftion.     The  prints  exhibited  in  our  houies, 

have  added  wings  to  fancy,  and  in  the  fervOr  of  our 

zeal,  reafon  is  in  hazard  of  being  loft.    The  pomp  of 

fiincral,  the  horrors  of  death  have  been  fo  delineated, 

as  to  give  a  fpring  to  our  ideas,  and  infpire  a  glow  in- 

;  compatible  with  found,  deliberate  judgment.*    In  this 

iituation,  every  paflion  has  alternately  been  predbmihant. 

They  have  each  ia  turn  fubfided  in  degree,  and  Aey 

hive 
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have  fometimes  given  place  to  defpdndence,  grief,  and 
ibrrow.  How  careful  Ihould  we  be,  that  we  do  not 
miftake  the  impreffions  of  gloom  and  melancholy,  for 
the  diftates  of  reafon  and  truth !  How  careful  left  borne 
away  by  a  torrent  of  paffion,  we  make  fliipwreck  of 
confcience ! 

"  Many  things  yet  exift  fufficient  to  keep  alive  the 
glow  of  indignation.      I  have  aimed  at  fe(!uring  you 
againft  the  catching  flame.     I  have  endeavoured  to  dis- 
charge my  duty  in  this  refped. — What  fuccefs  will  fol- 
low thefe  endeavours,  depends  on  you,  gendemen.     If 
being  told  of  your  danger,  will  not  produce  caution^ 
'   nothing  will.     If  you  are  determined  in  opinion,  it  is 
in  vain  to  fay  more ;  but  if  you  are  zealous  inquirers 
-   after  truth ;  if  you  are  willing  to  hear  with  impardality, 
•    to  examine  and  judge  for  yourfelves,  enough  has  been 
*^  faid  to  apprize  you  of  thofe  avenues,  at  which  the  enc- 
l  mies  of  truth  and  juftice  are  moft  likely  to  enter,  and 
I  moft  eafily  to  befet  you." 

|:      When  the  evidence  in  favor  of  the  prifoners  is  finifli- 

[  ed,  Mr.  Quincy  refumes  his  addrefs.— "  I  ftated  to  you, 

gendemen,  your  duty  in  opening  this  caufe.    I  pointed 

f  out  the  dangers  tq  which  you  were  expofed.     How  much 

need  was  there,  that  you  ftiould  fuf|)end  your  judgment 

till  the  witneffes  were  all  examined !  How  different  is 

the  complexion  of  the  caufe  ?  Will  not  all  this  ferve  to 

Ihow  every  honeft  man  the  litde  truth  to  be  attained  in 

partial  hearings  ?  This  trial  ought  to  have  another  cfffeft, 

it  ihould  ferve  to  convince  us  all  of  the  improprietf, 

nay,  injuftice,  of  giving  a  latitude  in  converfation  upon 

topics  likely  to  come  under  a  judicial  decifion;    the 

:•  criminality  of  this  conduft  is  certainly  inhanced,  when 

■•  "      U  J  ftch 

r 


'^. 


i^^  THE      HrSTORy     OF     THf 

ludi  iooife  fallies  and  difcourfes  are  fo  prevalent  as.  tb 
be  likely  to  touch  the  life  of  a  citizen.*  In  the  pt«fent 
cafe,  how  great  was  the  prepojQTeffion  agsunft  usl  and 
I  appeal  to  you,  gentlemen,  as  to  what  caiifo  riiote  now 
is  to  alter  our  fentiments." 

'  In  the  courfe  of  pleading,  he  is  under  a  nfCfflitf  ctf 
faying,  "  And  here,  gentlemen,  I  muft  firft:  tell  you 
by  what  law  the  prifoners  are  not  to  be  tried  or  con- 
demned. And  they  moft  certainly  are  not  to  be  tried 
by  the  Mofaic  law :  a  law  we  take  it,  elpecially  delved 
for  the  government  of  a  peculiar  nation,  who  being  in  a 
great  meafure  under  a  theocratical  form  of  government, 
its  inftitutions  cannot,  with  any  propriety,  be  adduced 
for  our  regulation  in  thefe  days.  It  is  with  pain  there- 
fore, I  have  obferved  any  endeavour  to  miflead  our 
judgment  on  this  occafion,  by  drawing  our  attention  to 
the  precepts,  delivered  in  the  days  of  Mofes :  and  by 
difconnefted  paffagcs  of  fcripture,  applied  in  a  maimer 
foreign  to  their  original  defign  or  import,  there  JiH||ll-to 
have  been  an  attempt  to  touch  fome  peculiar  (entimerttSi 
which  we  know  are  thought  to  be  prevalent  5  and  inddi 
way  we  take  it,  an  injury  is  like  to  be  done,  by  gilding 
the  mind  a  bias  it  ought  never  to  have  received,  b^aufe 
it  is  not  warranted  by  our  laws." 

"  We  have  heard  it  publicly  faid  of  late,  oftener  thiili 
formerly,  fVhofoever  Jheddetb  man's  blood,  by  Mmn  ftndl 
his  blood  be  Jhed.  This  is  plainly,  gentlemen,  a  general 
rule,  which  like  all  others  of  the  kind  muft  hav^  19 
exceptions — a  rule,  which  if  taken  in  its  ftrift  fitend 
latitude,  would  imply,  that  a  man  killing  anodter  » 
felf-defence,  would  incur  the  pains  of  dea^^«*i.»'A)£biJie' 
that  certainly  never  prevailed  under  (he  MofakdiitM'- 

tutioaj 
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tution  -,  for  we  find  the  Jews  had  their  fix  cities  of  jf  e^: 
fuge,  to  which  the  man-flayer  miglit  flee  from.:.th« 
avenger  of  blood."  Let  it  be  obferved,  en  paflant,  that 
as  it  was  ordained  that  the  rrjan-flayer  fhould  abide  in 
the  city  of  refuge  till  the  death  of  the  high  prieft,  fo 
every  perfon  to  efcape  fuch  confinement  and  reftraint, 
would  be  extremely  careful  left  he  fhould  prove  the 
cafual  occafion  of  another's  death ;  and  would  not  ven- 
ture upon  gratifying  a  fettled  or  fudden  evil  difpofition, 
by  needlefsly  flaying  a  fellow  creature,  becaufe  it  would 
pafs  for  chance-medley.  But  to  go  on  in  company  with 
Mr.  Quincy.  "  And  fo,  that  tbe  murderer  Jhall  fta 
to  the  'pity  comes  under  the  fame  confideration.  And 
when  we  hear  it  aflced,  as  it  very  lately  has  been,  "  Who 
DARE  ftay  him  ?"  I  anfwer,  if  the  laws  of  our  country 
ftay  him  you  ought  to  do  likewifej  and  every  good 
fubjeft  dojres  to  do  what  the  law  allows.  But  the  very 
pofition  is  begging  the  quejiion ;  for  the  queftion  now  in 
iffue  is,  whether  either  of  the  prifoners  is  a  murderer  in 
the  fenfe  of  our  laws:  what  is  murder  and  what  not,,  is 
a  quejiion  oj  law  arifing  upon  fads  ftated  and  allowed*." 

"  Again,  "  you  fliall  take  no  fatisfaftion  for  the  life,  of 
a  murder ery  who  is  guilty  of  death. ^^  Here  again  is  41 
begging  the  queftion;  and  moreover  the  ^ffQvdi guilty  of 
death y  if  righdy  confidered,  muft  be  one  of  thofe  general 
rules  which  always  have  their  exceptions.  But  in  the 
margin  of  our  great  bible,  we  find  them  rendered ^/^^ 
to  die.  Againft  a  pofition  of  this  kind  we  have  no  -ob- 
jeftion.  If  we  have  committed  a  faulty  on  which  ouf 
laws  inflift  the  punifliment  of  deathy  we  muft  fufFer. 
But  what  fault  we  have  committed,  you  arc  to  inquire: 
or  rather  you,  gentiemen,  are  to  find  the  fadls  proved . 

U  4  in 
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in  court  againji  us^  and  the  judges  are  to  fee  and  confidcr 
what  the  law  pronounces  touching  our  offence,  and  what 
punirtinnent  is  thereby  inRiflcd  as  a  penalty/* 

Mr.  John  Adarms,  in  his  pleadings,  produces  from  the 
bcft  authorities^  diofe  rules  of  law  which  nnuil  govern 
all  cafes  of  homicide^  and  particularly  that  which  is  be- 
fore the  court ;  and  then  confiders  the  evidence  to  fee 
whether  any  thing  4ias  occurred  that  may  be  compared 
to  the  rules  of  law.     He  enters  into  a  minute  confidera^ 
tion  of  every  witnefs  produced  on  the  crown  fide ;  and 
endeavours  to  fliow  from  the  evidence  on  that  fide,  that 
the  affault  upon  the  party  was  fufficiently  dangerous  to 
juftify  the  prifoners  ;  at  leaft,  tliat  it  was  fuiRciently  pro- 
voking to  reduce  to  manflaughter  the  crime  even  of  the 
tw0|  who  are  fuppofed  to  be  proved  guilty  of  having 
killed-     He  dien  proceeds  to  conlider  the  teftimonies  of 
the  witneffes  for  the  prifoners;  and  concludes  widi — 
^^  I  will  enlarge  no  more  on  the  evidence^  but  fubmit 
it  to  youj  gentlemen.' — Fafts  are  ftubborn  things  s  and 
whatever  may  be  our  wiflies,  our  inclinations,  or  the 
dictates  of  our  pafflons,  they  cannot  alter  the  ftate  of 
fafts  and  evidence:  nor  is  the  law  lefs  ftable  than  the 
fa6t*     If  an  afla\Tlt  was  jnade  to  endanger  their  lives, 
the  law  is  clearj  they  had  a  right  to  kill  in  their  own  de- 
fence.    If  it  was  not   fo   fevere  as  to  endanger  theii' 
livcSj  yet  if  they  were  aflaulted  at  all,  ftruck  and  abufed 
by  blows  of  any  fort,  by  fnow-balls,  oyfler-fhellsj  cin- 
ders, clubs,  or  fticks  of  any  kind;  this  was  a  provoca- 
tion, for  which  the  law  reduces  the  offence  of  killing, 
(Jown  to  manflaughter,  in  confideration  of  thofe  paSions 
px  our  nature^  which  cannot  be  eradicated-    To  your 
r  candor 
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candor  and  juftice  I   fubmit  the  prifoncrs  and  their 
caufe." 

"  The  law,  in  all  viciffitudes  of  government,  flu<Ehi- 
ations  of  the  paflions,  or  flights*  of  enthufiafm,  wiH  prc- 
ferve  a  fteady  undeviating  courfe :  it  will  not  bend  to 
the  uncertain  wiflies,  imaginations,  and  wanton  tempers 
of  men.  To  ufe  the  words  of  a  great  and  worthy  man, 
a  patriot,  and  an  hero,  an  enlightened  friend  of  man- 
kind, and  a  martyr  to  liberty,  I  mean  Algernon 
Sidney,  who  from  his  earlieft  infancy  fought  a  tranquil 
retirement  under  the  fhadow  of  the  tree  of  liberty,  with 
his  tongue,  his  pen,  and  his  Iword,  "  The  law  (fays 
he)  no  paflion  can  difturb.  'Tis  void  of  defire  and 
fear,  luft  and  anger.  'Tis  mens  fine  affeSlui  written 
reafon  j  retaining  fome  meafure  of  the  divine  perfeftion. 
It  does  not  enjoin  that  which  pleafes  a  weak,  frail  man, 
but  without  any  regard  to  perfons,  commands  that  which 
is  good,  and  punifhes  evil  in  all,  whether  rich  or  poor, 
high  or  low.  'Tis  deaf,  inexorable,  inflexible.**  On  the 
one  hand  it  is  inexorable  to  the  cries  and  lamentations 
of  the  prifoners ;  on  the  other  it  is  deaf,  deaf  as  an 
adder  to  the  clamors  of  the  populace." 

The  judges,  when  fumming  up  the  evidence  to  the 
jury,  and  giving  their  opinions  of  the  conflxuftions  of 
law  upon  the  evidence,  apply  themfelves  to  the  removing 
of  thofe  bad  impreflTions,  which  may  polfibly  have  been 
made  upon  the  jury  by  the  mifconftruftion  of  fcrip- 
ture  paflages.  Says  one  of  them — **  In  the  courfe  of 
this  year  you  doubdefs  have  heard  much  of  die  law 
given  to  the  Jewsy  refpedting  homicide,  as  well  as  of  the 
precept  given  to  Noah,  that  whofo  Jheddeth  man's  bloody 
hy  man  Jhall  bis  blood  be  Jhed^  Whence  it  has  been  in-r 
I  fcrrcd. 
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ferred^  diat  whoCocvct  voluntarily  kills  mother^  whatievcr 
the  inducement  or  provocation  may  be,  is  a  mwdtfigr, 
and  as  fuch  ought  to  be  put  to  deaths  But  futdy  not 
only  the  avenger  of  blood,  and  he  who  kiUe4a  dtttf 
breakiiig  up  a  houfe  in  the  nighty  wcrre  excepttom^  to 
that  general  precept^  but  alfo  he  who  kified  anodier  in 
Ips  own  defence.  Even  the  Jewifh  doftors  allowed  this, 
and  .that  juftly ;  becaufc  the  right  of  fclf-Kicfaicc  is 
founded  in^  die  law  of  nature/V  It  appears  upon  the 
tri^,  diat  the  fedts  related  above,  under  the  fifth  of 
March,  are  well  atteftcd.  There  are  no  Icfs  than  fbirty^ 
eight  witnefies  to  prove  a  defign  to  attack  the  ibldieca^ 
fix  of  whom  the  council  for  the  kmg  have  produced. 
Nigh  thirty  witnefles  have  fworn  to  words  of  prdvocar» 
tion  uttered  againft  the  prifoners,  as  daring  them  to  firc> 
ami  threatening  to  kill  diem :  and  twenty-^jhe  have,  wit^ 
neiftd  to  icey  Jnow-baitsy  fticks,  &c.  being  throiwxu  st 
them,  ten  of  whom  are  wimeffcs  for  the  crowoL  Thtst 
h  evidence  that  Patrick  Carr,  one  of  ^e  deceajUte^  - 
peatedly  declared,  and  confirmed  the  fame  but^l'fei^ 
hours  befiarc  he  dicd-^that  he  went  with  a  defign  againft. 
the  foldiers ;  that  he  thought  they  were  abufed*  and 
would  have*  fired  before;  that  he  forgave  and  did  not 
"blame  the  rtian,  whoever  h?  was,  that  Ihot  him ;  that  he 
bhmed  himfelf  for  going  to  the  riot,  and  might  banc 
known  better,  for  he  had  feen  foldiers  called  to  quell 
riots,  but  never  faw  any  bear  half  fo  much:  before.  The 
jury  withdraw  for  about  two  hours  and  a.hal£  Upon 
comparing  the  evidence,  they  cannot  be  convinced  ihat 
tike  foWiers  were  not  too  hafly  in  firing.  Was  Acip 
evidence  of  aU  having  fired,  they  would  convidk  att-of 
fnanflaoghter;  but  it  is  agreed  on  all  hands,  ibat  no 

more 
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more  than  feven  guns  were  fired,  cotfrfequefttty  one  is 
innocent,  and  they  choofe  that  the  guiky  fhall  efca^je 
rather  than  one  innocent  perfon  be  convidted  *.  They 
return  into  court  and  agree,  that  as  to  Wemms,  Har^ 
tegan,  M^Cauley,  White,  Warren  and  Carrol,  they  are 
not  guilty,  on  which  they  are  immediately  difchargcd; 
As  to  Killroy  and  Montgomery,  they  agree  that  they 
are  not  guilty  of  murder^  but  of  manflaughten  Doth 
pray  the  benefit  of  clergy,  which  is  allowed ;  each  k 
burnt  in  the  hand,  in  open  court,  and  difcharged» .  The 
trial  has  been  long,  but  the  iflue  of  it,  as  well  as  of  that  Dce^ 
of  the  captain's,  may  be  brought  in  proof  of  the  intc-  ^' 
grity  of  Bofton  juries,  venturing  to  give  upright  verdids 
in  defiance  of  popular  opinions, 

Edward  Manwaring  efq;  John  Munroe,  gendemafiy  iz* 
Hammond  Green,  boat-builder,  and  Thomas  Green- 
wood, laborer,  were  tried  for  being  prefent,  aiding, 
{tflifting,  &c.  William  Warren  in  the  murder  of  Crifpus 
Attucks.  The  whole  evidence  confifted  in  one  witnefs's 
declaring  that  he  faw  two  flafties  from  the  cuftomw 
houfe,  one  from  the  balcony,  the  other  from  a  chambet 
window,  and  a  perfon  in  the  balcony  with  a  gun  or 
piftol  in  his  hand  j  and  in  the  teftimony  of  a  French 
boy,  fervant  to  Mr.  Manwaring,  who  fwore  to  his  being  . 
at  the  cuftom-houfc  when  the  foldiers  fired,  and  to  a 
ftory  of  perfons  firing  out  of  the  chamber  window.  The 
£alfhood  of  the  whole  evidence  was  immediately  detedtecl 
by  a  number  of  the  mofl  creditable  witncfles,  fo  that 
the  jury  acquitted  the  prifoners  without  going  from  their 
feats. 
•  LieiitMiant  giivf  jmor  Hutchinfon's  letter  of  December  lo,  1770. 

In 
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In  the  pleadings  upon  the  trials  (of  the  foldiers  elpc- 
-  cially)  Mr.  John  Adams  difcufTcd  the  fubjcft  of  homi- 
cide fo  largely^  and  fhowed  fo  fully  by  what  a  variety  of 
circuiTLftances  it  was  reduced  to  manflaughter,  that  the 
popular  leaders  perceived  the  neceiTity  of  altering  their 
plan  of  oppofition  to  die  military,  and  from  thence- 
forward promoted  a  particular  attention  to  the  militia 
and  the  manual  exercife,  that  the  country  might  be 
qualified  for  repelling  arms  by  armsj  whenever  die  fame 
dould  be  recjuifite  for  the  prelervation  of  theii'  liberties. 

The  ferment  occalioncd  by  the  minifteriai  meafures 
did  not  fubfide  in  the  A'ra?  Hrk  colony  any  more  than 
in  the  Majfacbu/et/s. 

About  the  middle  of  Januaiy  and  at  night,  the  liberty- 
.  pole  was  cut  down  by  the  foldiery,  which  enraged  the 
inhabitants,  and  produced  much  difturbance  and  riot 
afterward  between  them  and  the  troops.  The  foldiers 
pofted  up  papers  about  the  city  againfl  the  fons  of 
liberty,  which  occafioned  a  confiderable  affray-  The 
oppofition  foon  expreflcd  their  determination  to  perfe*^ 
yerc,  by  erefting  a  new  liberty-pole,  ftrongly  fccured  wii 
iron  to  prevent  its  being  demolifhed,  Tlie  May-poUr 
in  diilerent  part^  of  the  continent  had  changed  their' 
names,  or  given  place  to  Uberty^poles^  after  the  exhibition 
upon  the  liberty-tree  at  Bofton  during  the  ftamp-aft. 
The  conduit  of  the  foldiers  was  piobably  owing  to  the* 
meafures  which  had  been  tiken  the  preceding  month. 
in  order  to  prevent  the  afiembly's  granting  money  for 
die  fupport  of  die  troops.  The  affenfibly  had  \n  their 
former  fefiion,  voted  to  fupply  his  majefty's  trooj 
quartered  in  the  colony,  which  gave  great  umlpraige, 
To  quiet  the  people  they  made  auniinin^ous  declarationj 

that 
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that  it  (hould  be  the  laft  fupply  they  would  ever  grants 
until  their  grievances  were  redrefled,  and  it  gave  fatis- 
faftion.  But  the  houfe  in  the  prefent  feflion,  pafled  a 
vote  for  a  further  fupply  of  2000 1.  which  greatly  in-^ 
flamed  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants.  Two  papers  were 
publilhed  upon  the  occafion :  the  one  addrefled  to  the 
betrayed  inhabitants  of  the  city  and  colony  of  New  Yorkj 
and  figned  A  Son  of  Liberty  :  the  other  figned  Legion, 
defiring  the  inhabitants  to  meet  in  the  fields.  The  pa- 
pers were  vottdifalfeyfeditiousy  and  infamous  libels  by  the 
aflembly,  who  defired  the  lieutenant  governor  to  ifliie 
out  proclamations,  offering  rewards  for  the  difcovery  of 
the  authors,  lool.  for  the  firft,  and  50 1.  for  the  laft.  A 
ftriplingwho  had  been  journeyman  to  the  printer  of  the 
firft,  but  difcharged  for  bad  behaviour,  allured  by  th^ 
proffered  reward,  lodged  a  complaint  againft  his  late 
!  mafter,  who  was  terrified  into  a  difcovery  of  Mr. 
\ .    M^Dougall  as  the  publiftier.     Mr.  M'Dougallw^s  by  the 

chief  juftice's  warrant  brought  before  him,  and  upon  Feb. 

^     refufing  to  give  bail  was  committed  to  jail.     In  confe*  ^* 

i     quence  of  the  fecond  paper,  about  fourteen  hundred  in- 

j.     habitants  met,  and  appointed  Mr.  Johji  Lamb  to  pfo- 

I     pound  queftions  relative  to  the  vote  of  the  aflembly, 

I     After  elcplaining  it,  the  queftion  was  put,  «  Do  you 

I     approve  of  the  vote  ?"    Noy  was  the  ahfwer.    He  pro* 

[     ceeded,  "  Are  you  for  giving  money  to  the  troops,  on 

any  confideration  whatfoev^r  ?"  It  was  again  No.  There 

\     were  but  about  half  a  dozen  for  the  affirmative  upon 

■      either  of  the  queftions.     He  then  afked,  *^  Will  you 

appoint  a  committee  to  communicate  the  whole  of  this 

j^     tranfa(5Hon  to  your  members  ?"     TeSy  was  the  word. 

They  then  appointed  for  the  committee,  Meflxs.  Ifaac 

Sears^ 
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Sf^rsj  Cajper  Wifiar^  Alexander  M'Baugail,  Jac^l^us  Vm 
Zandty  Samuel  Broome  y\n,  Erafmus  fViliioins^  2sA  J^ntes 
Vsn  Vaurkn  The  meeting  in  the  fieldsj  and  the  tranf- 
actions  at  it,  were  fcveral  weeks  before  the  dilcovery  an4 
commitment  of  Mr,  M^DougalL  Mr,  Lami'v/zs  called 
before  the  hoiife  to  anfwer  for  his  conduft;  but  in  the 
mean  time  the  committee  wrote  to  the  fpeaker,  acknow- 
ledging themfclves,  in  every  refpe£t,  parties  with 
him»  and  anfwemble  for  each  ftep  that  had  been 
talvcn^  and  ready  to  defend  their  conduft  in  a  conftitu- 
tional  manner-  When  Mr,  Lam/?  appeared  before  the 
affemblyj  he  told  diem  that  he  had  affcnibled  with  the 
reft  of  his  fellow  citizens^  and  had  propofed  quejlsom^ 
^^Jhich  as  a  citizen,  a  freeman,  and  an  Engiipmany  he 
had  a  right  to  do,  and  was  fuiprifed  ro  hear  it  concro-* 
yerfed.  The  houfe  finding  that  they  had  to  do  with 
men  of  ienfe  and  refolution,  who  were  determined  upon 
fijpporting  the  rights  of  thejr  countiymen  and  fellow 
;  chtzens,  gave  up  the  point  and  difiriifled  themp  Their 
•  ¥p£e  of  ^oool-  fur  the  troops  foon  paifed  into  a  kw.:  byi 
the  dcificiency  demanded  by  the  lieutenant  governor  z% 
arircai^s,  amounting  to  upward  of  loooJ.  was  left  unpaid* 
jH^d  there  been  a  provifion  for  die  arrcai^s,  the  compliance 
mth  itjbe  mutiny  aft  would  have  been  formal  and  com**- 
plete.  That  matters  were  carried  fo  far  muft  be  attri^ 
t«ted  to  an  extraordinary  and  fudden  coalition  in  the^ 
affembly  between  politicians,  who  had  long  been  at 
mortal  variance. 
AprU  ^  The  grand  jury  found  a  bill  againft  captain  M^Dqu^ 
gdly  but  the  trial  was  put  ofFi  and  he  was  bailed 
put  of  jail.  When  the  houfe  met  again  toward  the  clofc 
of  the  yearj  he  w^as  ordered  to  attend  at  tlieir  .bjtr,    Xhe 

(peaker 
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fpeaker  aflced  him  whether  he  ,wa5  the 'author  or  pub- 
lilher  of  the  addrefs,  &c.  He  declined  anfwcring,  .^nd  . .  - 
afligned  his  reafons.  It  was  refolved,  that  in  his  reply 
he  denied  the  authority  of  the  houfe,  ^nd  was  therefore 
guilty  of  a  high  contempt.  On  his  refufing  to  aik 
pardon  of  the  houfe,  he  was  ordered  into  cuftody,  and 
the  fpeaker  iffued  his  warrant  to  the  jail  keeper  v(  .the 
city  to  receive  and  keep  him  prifoner,  until  he  fliauld 
be  difcharged  by  due  courfe  of  law.  He  remained  in 
jail  till  the  aflembly  was  prorogued  on  the  25th  of  the 
following  February  177 1,  when  he  was  enlarged  after  a 
confinement  of  near  three  months.  It  was  not  till  March 
the  27 th  that  he  was  difcharged  from  his  recognizance, 
by  the  fupreme  court  then  fitting  at  Mw  Tork,  (without 
having  been  brought  Ito  a  trial)  after  having  been  under 
bonds  for  near  twelve  months,  and  fufFered  twenty  and 
three  weeks  aftual  imprifonment.  He  was  the  firft  fufiercr 
for  liberty  after  the  commencement  of  the  united'«ffbrts 
of  the  American  fbns,  to  fruftrate  the  minifteriai  pbuis 
for  encroaching  upon,  and  eventually  fubverting  rhf^ 
long  claimed  and  enjoyed  rights  and  privileges.  This  . 
honor  belongs  to  a  gentleman  l)Qni  in  Scotland,  and  vho 
is  indeed,  what  he  figned  himfelf,  j4  Son  if  Liberty.  He 
bore  his  imprifonment  with  fortitude ;  but  the  difagrec* 
ablenefs  of  it  wis  much  lefiened,  and  the  di%race  of  it 
wholly  removed)  as  the  citizens  of  the  higheft  and  beft 
chara6bers,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  reforted  to  the  place  of 
his  confinement.  His  charadter  as  well  as  his  -caufe  was 
good  5  fo  that  the  tnoft  virtwous  cipoufers  of  the  latter, 
were  neither  afraid  nor  afhamed,  by  their  repeated  vifits, 
to  afford  him  their  public  countenance. 

The 
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May       Th(3;  new  general  court  met  ac  CMUnridge  y  the  hou& 
3'-    rcnionftrated  againft  being  held  ther^.or  at  any  enter 
place  than  5^^;  and  by  a  majority  of  96.outof  i02j 
voted  it  to  be  a  very  great  gnevance>  and  »folved  not 
to  do  bufinefs  out  of  Boftmi  on  which  the,  lieutenant 
governor  prorogued  thenrt. 
July       They  met  again,  but  the  aflembly  rcfiifed  to  do  bufi- 
*^*     nefi ;  and  in  their  meflage  to  Mr.  HuUbmfon^  infilled 
upon  the  right  of  the  people  to  appeal  to  heaven  i^  dis- 
putes between  them  and  peribns  in  power,  when  there  i& 
an  abufe  of  power ;  l^t  they  foftened.  what  they  adr 
vanced,  by  faying  *'  \Vve  would,  however,  by  no  n>eans 
be  underHood  to  fuggefl,.  that  this  people  have  occafion 
at  prefent  to  proceed  to  fiich  extremity ; -'  and  yet  .th(?y 
afterwaid  added,  "  jdiefe  and  other  grievances  and  cru-r 
ekiesi  too  many  tabie  here  enumerated,  and  too  me^ 
landioly  to  be  riiuch  longer  borne  by  this  people,  we 
have  feen  brought  upon,  us  by  ;the  devices  of  the  mi- 
nifters  of  ftatc/f  *  They  were  prorogjed  afrelh^ 
Sept,  . .  They  met  a  third  time. .  The  lieutenant  governor 
told  them,  thaLdiegatrifon  at  the  cattlc)  in  the  pay  of 
the  province  was  to  be  vwithcjrawn  by  order  of  his  ma- 
jefty,  and  the  fortrefs  to  be  garrifoned  by  his  rsgul^ur 
forces.    His  orders  were  to  deliver  the  ppfl^flion  oC  thp 
fort,  to  fuch  officer  .as  ^en^6/3;g^^  ihQuld.dired,i9:JttlJ|:e 
the  command  of  it.     The  infornfiation  expited  avr&i|)|-i 
cion  in  the.  affembly,    who  defpwred  of  obtaining  .a. 
removal  to  Bofton  by  perfifting  ii..^  refufal^  tq^jdo. 
bufinelsj    the   leaders,  therefore  procured    this,  ypte^ 
39.    "  Refolved,  that  next  Wednefday .  (OftpbersX  bft^^ 
lierved  by  the  two  houfes  as  a  day  of  prayer,  to  feek  the 
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Lord  for  his  diredion  and  blefling/'  which  went  up  t<> 
the  council,  and  was  unanimoufly  concurred*  Men  o( 
a  profane  caft  are  too  prone  to  ridicule  religion,  becaufe 
of  its  being  thus  made  a  ftalkinghorfe  to  ferve  the  pur- 
pofes  of  politicians*  Would  they  confine  their  wit  and 
fatire  to  the  parties  ofFending,  the  corredtion  would  be 
proper.  But  let  not  the  well-intentiox^ed  and  undefign- 
.  ing  children  of  devotion,  be  charged  with  hypocritical 
canting,  becaufe  they  are  impofed  upon  knd  duped  by 
the  fubtilty  of  guides,  who,  like  moft  thorough-paced 
politicians,  can  change  thenifelves  into  angels  of  lightj^ 
that  they  may  perfed  their  devices* 

The  houfe  refolved  to  proceed  to  bufinefs  frdm  ab-  q^ 
.  foiute  necefTity,  protefting  againft  the  reftraint  the  ge-  9* 
;  neral  court  was  held  under  to  do  it  out  of  Bojion.  A 
:  few  days  after,  they  fent  to  the  lieutenant  governor  to 
;  know  whether  he  held  the  command  of  the  Cajlle.  "  If 
J,  the  cuftody  and  government  of  that  fortrefs,"  faid  they, 
[;  ^'  is  now  lodged  with  the  military  power,  independent 
f  of  the  fupremc  civil  magifirate  within  this  jurifdidion, 
I  it  is  fo  eflential  an  alteration  of  the  conftitution  as  riiuft 
juftly  alarm  a  free  people."  His  anfwer  was  fo  worded, 
as  to  leave  the  affembly,  in  general,  ground  for  con- 
cluding, that  the  military  in  the  caftle  were  dependenc 
upon  himfeif  the  fame  as  were  the  provincials.  Whca 
f  he  delivered  it  up,  he  repaired  thither,  fent  for  the 
L  keys,  and  upon  colonel  Dalrymples  coming  into  the  ftate 
fc  room  with  his  officers,  gave  therii  to  bim,  and  lodged 
I  with  him  the  cuftody  and  government  of  the^fbrtt 
;y  buG  retained  fome  trifling  appearances  of  fuperior  com- 
mand. He  foon  learnt  however,  that  .he  could  not 
Vol.  L  ^  come 
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come  at  a  flag  ^icn  in  want  of  ir,  or  even  oats  fir  t 
boat/  TTithout  applying  to  general  Gage. 
Nov.      The  reprefentatives  relblvcd,  that  the  merdumfs  &ari 
^'      ing  receded  from  dieir  non-importation  agreemc^  &t, 
diey  would  difcoiirage  proidigafitr,  cxtravagaticae^  mi 
the  life  of  fbrdgn  luperfluides ;  and  promoce  wAaBstj, 
frtigaEtjr/and  dieir  own  manufafitircs  in  l!ic  filvChd 
towns  they  reprefentcd. 
?•  They  appointed  a  committee  of  corrc^ndcnde  trt 

comrinmicate  intelligence  to  the  agent  and  odieis  in  Great 
Britain,  and  to  the  Ipeakers  of  the  feverai  a^^UBes 
through  the  continent,  or  fuch  comnuttecs  as  Acy  hav^ 
appointed  or  may  appoint. 

Before  the  Ueutenant  governor  prorogued  them,  Irti 
obferved  to  them,  that  fmce  they  had  cfifcoveitd  a  rd5K 
hition  to  remove  unneceflary  obftacles,  they  had  d6at 
more  bufinefs,  nbt^^thftanding  all  the  inconvemclhdes 
from  tfie  place  of  holding  the  court,  ^hxch  th^had  infiite^ 
upon,  dian  he  remembered  to  have  been  ddrfe  lA  te  Qce 
i^ce  of  time,  fince  he  had  fhared  in  ptb)ic  affairs. 
J77!*  The  follo^rig  fpring  leffion  produced  Aotliihg  v^fciy 
3,  ma(terial,  but  afFotdcd  him  the  pleaiing  oppdttdtiSty  & 
acquairtting  the  geherai  court,  in  form,  of  his  bcin^  aj>-' 
pointed  ciatptain  general  and  conimander  &i  chfcf  over 
the'jirbvilft'ce;  The  council  prefented  a '  congnituljttdqr 
^ddrels,  and  e!Kprefled  their  fatisfadtibn  a?  his 'appcrihr- 
mefit.  TJpon  the  queftiori  in  the  hotilc  of  aSfemtily, 
wKedier ^o  apporht  a  committee  to  prepare  ah-adAtfi, 
theferWas  a  "negative.  "The  hbiife  however,  afferwaiST 
requeued  the  refhdval  of  the  gerierkl  court  to  !6d/hif, 
tv'hich  'was  riot  granted. 
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They  met,  as  the  year  before,  at  Cambridge.     In  three  May 
weeks  the  aflembly  protefted  againft   his  excellency's  ^9* 
convening  them  there,  and  aftcrwardappointeda  com^ 
mittee  of  correfpondence. 

The  governor  informed  the  houfe,  that  by  his  ma*  July 
jefty's  inHruftion,  he  was  forbidden  giving  his  confent  ^ 
to  fuch  an  aft  as  fubjefts  the  officers  of  the  -crown  to 
be  taxed,  by  the  affeflbrs  in  the  toWns  where  they  xefidc^ 
for  the  profits  which  they  receive  from  their  commif* 
fions,  although  their  offices  have  no  relation  to  the  fwd^ 
Vince,  fo  that  the  tax-bill  muft  be  qualified* 

The  houfe,  by  meflage,  exprefled  their  furprife'  anU's* 
alarm  at  the  reafon  affigned  for  his  not  aflentingto  th4fc 
tax-bill,  and  faid,  ^^  We  know  of  no  commiffioners'oC 
his  majefty's  cuftoms,  nor  of  any  revenue  his  mqefty       i 
has  a  right  to  eftablilh  in  North  America.     We  kneW  ' 
and  feel  a  tribute  levied  and  extorted  from  thofe,  iwhoi 
if  they  have  property,  have  a  right  to  the  abiR^gtc  idifr 
'      pofalof  it/*  :  >•    •  t 

i  Had  it  been  known,  how  infignificant  the  taatcs  Wjm. 
I  which  the  officers  of  the  crown  were  required  t0  p«y^ 
\  it  is  hard  to  conceive  how  wifdom  could  have  di^ateA 
^  fuch  inftruftion,  and  have  ventured  to  give  a  frefti  <fi<* 
f  guft  to  thofe,  who  were  already  too  much  kritatedl 
y^  However^  the  governor's  inftruftions  did  not  oblige 
\  him  to  confine  the  general  court  to  Cambridge^  and  he 
I  might  have  removed  them  to  Bojion ;  but  by  fhowing  a 
j^.  firmnefs  in  oppofing  their  defires,  while  they  protefted 
'.  againft  the  reftraint  they  were  under,  he  meant  to  re^ 
\  commend  himfelf  to  the  miniftry.  By  the  fame  inten- 
tion he  was  induced,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  refirfe  hk 
confent  to  the  grants  made  to  Mr,  BoUan  ^d  Mr.  De 

X  a  Berdt's 
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Bcrdt's  executors  by  this  affetrbly,  as  he  had  4onfe  iil^,. 
refpeft  to  thofe  made  by  the  preceding.     Thefe  refunds 
fcrved  to  keep  up  the  animofity. 

-The  difpofition  to  import  goods  into  the  Maffitchu- 
fetts,  in  defiance  of  the  laws  of  revenue  and  trade,  and 
to  fupp'ort  fuch  praftices  by  open  violences  <lpon  the 
officers,  whofe  duty  it  was  to  carry  the  laws  into  cxecii-  . 
tion,  broke  out  upon  many  occafionsj   and  as  ufual, 
,  the  magiftrates  declmed  giving  their  afliftance  and  fup- 
port,  being  in  principle  oppofed  to  fuch  laws,  as  fun- 
ibmentally  dcfcftive  in  point  of  reftitude.     The  like 
difpofition  to  import  goods  prevailed  in  the  other  colo- 
nies J  but  there  was  no  caH  to  go  into  the  like  open 
violences. 
J5^.      Mr.  Otis  jun.  was  carried  off  in  a  poft-chaife,  bound 
3*      hand:  and  foot,  his  reafoning  powers  being  wholly  de- 
ranged.    This  calamity,  which  fomewhat  leffens  the 
weight  of  oppofition  to  minifterial  meafures,  is  to  be  ^ 
imputed,  not  to  any  efFedts  of  the  affray  with  "Mr,  R^ 
Unfofiy  but  rather  tb  the  high  tone  given  to  his  animal 
frame  by  the  ftrength  of  his  paffions,  and  a  failure  in 
the  point  of  temperance.      The  fons  of  liberty  would 
have  fuftained  an  exceflive  lofs,  had  this  event  takoi 
place  in  the  early  ftage  of  the  oppofition ;  but  the  times 
had  brought  fo  many  able  perfons  of  fimilar  fentiments 
into  the  general  court,  who  had  been  in  traimng  for  years, 
and  were  converfant  with  the  political  management  of 
public  bufmefs,  that  the  plans  of  the  Mafikchufctts  anti- 
governmental  party  fufFered  no  derangement. 

An  opportunity  now  offers  of  mendoning,  that  Sir 
Alexander  Gilmour  baronet,  and  George  Dempfter  efijs 
were  the  gendemenwho  fo  nobly,  diftinguiftied  thcm- 

fdves 
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felvcs  by  voting  for  the  repeal  of  the  ftatnp-a£t^  while     - 
all  the  other  Scotch  members  prefent  votecl  againft  it* 
[See  p.  1204  at  the  top.} 

After  what  has  been  written  and  tranfmittcd>  you  will 
judge  yourfelf  under  an  obligation  to  return  me  ^edy 
information  of  all  that  is  doing  in  Great  Britajxii  rela^ 
tive  to  the  American  colonies. 


I  ■  '    n 
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Roxbfiry,  June  2S^M7Z^ 

TH  E  annual  eleftions  of  the  Majfacbufetts  were  ,iri  i^^j^^ 
favor  of  the  friends  to  colonial  liberty ;  but  the 
ftate  of  Mr.  0//i's  mind  neceflarily  occafioned  his  being 
left  out  of  the  lift  of  the  Bojion  rcprefentatives.- 

The  general  court  ftill  met  at  Cambridge^  but  the  go-  May 
vernor.  adopted  a  conciliating  meafure^  in  declining  to*^» 
negative  Mr.  Hancock^  who  was  again  choicn  one  of  the 
council.  He  had  been  repeatedly  chofeh,"  and  till  now 
as  repeatedly  negatived  j  he  declined  howeyer,  taking 
his  feat  at  the  board,  choofing  to  rejuadn  in  the  affcitibly 
as  one  of  the  Bofton  members. 

Mr.  Huichinjon  acquainted  the  Jioufe,  iri  aufwer  to  a  jy^^ 
meffage,  that  his  majefty  had  made  provifion  for  his  '3* 
fupport ;  and  then,  after  requiring  the  opinion  and  ad- 
vice of  the  council,  upon  their  oaths,  whether  he  might, 
now  remove  the  general  court  to  Bofton,  confiftent  with 
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thfi  ilgnsfiacdan  of  his  majcfty's  plcafure  to  Inm,  aM 
rtcdving  their  unanimous  opinion  and  advice  in  thf 
iMErmative,  adjourned  them  to  meet  at  Bofton;  He 
ihigltt  hate  afked  ami  received  that  very  advice  long, 
btefore.   ' 

-  A  comftiittde  having  been  appointed  to  eoiifider  &e 
-matter  of  the  governor's  fi»ppOTt  being  provided  -for  by 
the  king,   reported  and  obferved,   "  That  the  king's 
July  providing  for  the  fupport  of  the  governor  is  a  moftdan- 
^^*    gerous  innovation.    It  is.  a,  meafure  whereby  not  only 
the  right  of  the  general  affembly  of  this  province  is  re- 
fcindcd,  but  the  higheft  indignity  is  tlirown  upon  it.     It 
is  an  infraftion  of  the  charter  in  a  material  point,  whereby 
afnoft  important  truft  is  wrefted  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
general  affembly."    And  the  houfe,  the  fame  day,  de- 
clared by  a  meffage  to  the  governor,  ^*  That  the  mak- 
ing provifion  for  .his  excellency's  fupport,  independent 
of  the  grants  and  afts  of  the  general  affembly,  and  hi* 
^cxoellency's  receiving  the  fame,  is  an  infraftioa  xxpon 
the  rights  of  the  inhabitants  granted  by  the  PQyal.chir-* 
..:    ter."  .  , 

The  payment  of  the  governors  by  the  crown,  ismUt 
:relifhed  by  the  colonies,  as  it  makes,  them  -entirely  ^- 
pendent , upon  that,  and  wholl-y  independent  of  the.peor 
;ple,and  provincial  alfcmblie^s  and -as  it  deftroys  die 
jtiutuiai  check  which  e^ch  branch  of  the  Icgiflature  oug^ 
to  have  upon  the  others,  -and  that  balance  of  .^jowct 
which  i^  effentialto  all 'free  ;gpYernmeats,  -  It  will-  be  a 
.new  four<:e  of  complaipt.  On  the  other  hand,  the  af- 
fair which  h^s  happen^ed  in  the  Rbpde  yhnd  gOYtnxvosM 
>^iU  prove  a  frefti  provocation  to  piiniftry,  and  «end.ip 
'%  thci^fi  in, their  j)lans  relpe^ling  the  cotonie?*,:-.:,   ..... 

Lieu- 
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Lieutenant  Dudington  the  commander  oi  the  lat^ 
armed  fchopner  the  Gajpecy  had  been  rerparkably  a^\r- 
duous  in  fuppprting  the  laws  againfl  fnauggling,  andip 
fearching  after  contraband  goods,  by  which  he  had  .giv:ea 
great  offence.  He  had  alfo  brought  upon  himfelf  the 
refentments  of  many,  by  firing  at  the  Pro'^v^^rf  packets 
(employed  in  tranfporting  goods  and  paffengers.  from 
thence  to  Newport y  and  vice  verja^  in  order  to  oblige  the 
matters  to  take  down  their  colours,  and  by  chafing  them 
even  into  the  docks  when  it  had*  been  refufed.  The 
Providence  packet  coming  up  as  ufual  with  colours  flying 
and  company  on  board,  probably  a  party  of  pleafure, 
as  is  frequent  in  the  fummer  feafon,  and  refufing  to  take 
them  down,  the  lieutenant  fired  a  fhot,  which  being  Jun» 
difregarded  he  chafed.  It  was  near  upon  or  quije  high  9* 
water.  The  packet  fl:ood  in  with  the  land  as  clofe  4s 
confifted  with  fafety,  defigning  that  the  Gaffee  Ihoulji 
be  run  a-ground  in  the  chafe.  TJie  dpfign  fucceede4. 
The  Gafpee  was  foon  faft,  and  could  not  ftir,  thp  tide 
having  done  flowing.  The  packet  prpceeded  to  town* 
The  fituation  of  the  Gafpee  and  refentment  againfl:  tjip 
commander,  excited  the  thought  of  attacking  and  ;de^ 
fl:roying  her.  Mr.  John  Browriy  a  confider^ble  nierchaijc 
^i  Providence y  was  the  principal  in  the  bjjfinefs.  Cap- 
tain /if^/&/p^/(?  was  immediately  employed  to  beat  up.  for 
volunteers,  and  a  number  offered  and  engaged  tQ  gp 
upon  any  fervice  for  which  they  were  wanted.  Sey^ftl 
whale  boats  were  procured  and  filled  with  armeci  ipen, 
Mr.  Brown  accompanied  them  in  the  expedition.  C.^|^ 
tain  Whipple,  as  they  proceeded,  obferyed  tp  JVJr^ 
Brown,  that  he  might  lofe  his  life,  and  th^t  he  \^  a 
jfamilyj  and  therefore  he  required  that  Q4re  fliould  \^ 

^.  4.  t;ak,eu 
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takirn  of  riiem  in  cafe  of  his  death,  Mn  Brown  engaged 
iq.  to  do  it  ihould  that  hiippen.  About  two  o'clock  in  the 
morningj  ttcy  boarded  and  carried  the  fchooHcr,  as  flie 
lay  a-ground  about  ftven  miles  below  Providence.  Mr, 
£rown  was  himMf  the  firfl  on  board*  The  lieutenant 
'was  wounded.  He  and  the  crew  were  piiton  ihorCj  and 
every  thieg  valuable  belonging  to  him,  was  taken  out 
and  faved  for  him  ;  after  which  die  Gafpee,  with  all  her 
ftoresj  was  burned- 

Though  a  reward  of  five  hundred  pounds,  together 
wth  a  pardon,  if  claimed  by  an  accompliccj  has  been 
oftered  by  proclamation  for  difcovering  and  apprehend- 
ing any  of  the  perfons  concerned ;  yet  the  commiifi- 
pners  apjjomted  to  try  the  matter^  have  tranfmitted  ac- 
counts to  miniftry,  that  shey  can  vhtain  no  eiiidence.  If 
any  one  had  wifhed  to  give  evidencej  that  he  might  get 
the  reward ;  yet  the  thought  that  he  Ihould  rifk  his  lift, 
or  be  obliged  to  fly  the  country  and  become  a  perpetual 
exile,  would  naturally  have  overcome  fuch  propenfity, 
It  was  too  hazardous  to  turn  informer.  Some  who  were 
fecuredj  in  expeftacic^n  that  they  wou)d  give  intelligence, 
were  aiTifted  by  the  populace  in  making  their  efcape, 
before  any  thing  matenal  could  be  learnt  from  them  by 
tiie  commiflioners. 

QowctnorHiitchinfon  and  his  adherents  having  been  ufed 
to  reprefcnt  the  party  in  oppofition,  as  only  .in  unt-afy 
factious  few  in  Bofton;  while  the  body  of  the  people  were 
quite  contented ;  Mn  Samuel /Idams  was  thereby  induced  Kt^ 
yifit  Mr.  James  Wtirren  of  Plymmitb.  After  converfmg 
upon  ihe  fubjeft,  the  latter  propofed  to  originate  and 
cftabiifh  committees  of  correfpondence  in  the  feveral 
towns  pf  the  colony,  in  order  to  learn  thp  ftrength  of 

3  ^. 
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the  friends  to  the  rights  of  the  continent,  and  to  unite 
and  increafe  their  force.     Mr.  Samuel  Adanis  returned 
to  Bofton,  pleafed  with  the  propofal,  and  communicated 
the  fame  to  his  confidents.     Some  doubted  whether  the 
meafure  would  profper,  and  dreaded  a  difappointihent 
which  might  injure  the  caufe  of  liberty.     But  it  was  con- 
cluded to  proceed.     The  prime  managers  were  about 
fix  in  number ;  each  of  whom  when  feparate,  headed  a 
divifion  ;  the  feveral  individuals  of  which,  coUefted  an4 
led  diftinft  fubdivifions.     In  this,  manner  the  political 
engine  has  been  conftrufted.     The  different  parts  arc 
not  equally  good  and  operative.     Like  other  bodies,  its 
.   compofition  includes  numbers  who  aft  mechanically,  as 
they  are  prefTed  this  or  that  way  by  thofe  who  judge  for 
;   them;  and  divers  of  the  wicked,  fitted  for  evil  prac- 
tices when  the  adoption  of  them  is  thought  necefTary  to 
:    particular  purpofes,    and  a  part  of  whofe  creed  it  v^, 
'.    that  in  political  matters  the  public  good  is  above  every 
f    other  eonfideration,  and  that  all  rules  of  morality  when 
I    in  competition  with  it,  may  be  fafely  difpenfed  with. 
k    When  any  important  tranfaftion  is  to  be  brought  for* 
^   ward,  it  is  thoroughly  confidered  by  the  prime  mana^ 
gers.     If  they  approve,    each  communicates  it  to  his 
own  divifion ;  from  thence,  if  adopted,  it  paffes  to  the 
feveral  fubdivifions,  which  form  a  general  meeting  in 
order  to  canvafs  the  bufinefs.    The  prime  managers  be- 
l   ing  l<,nown  only  by  few  to  be  the  promoters  of  it,  arc 
'i    defired  to  be  prefent  at  the  debate,  that  they  may  give 
t   their  opinion  when  it  clofes.     If  they  obferve,  that  the 
i    coUefted  body  is  in  general  ftrongly  againft  the  meafure 
:    they  wifh  to  have  carried,  they   declare   it  to   be  im- 
r    proper ;  Js  it  oppofed  by  great  numbers,  but  not  warmly, 
;•'  they 
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they  advifeto  a  re-confideiution  at  another  meeting,  aod 
prepare  for  its  being  then  adopted;  if  the  oppofition  is 

'  not  confiderable,  either  in  number  or  weight  of  perfoiis^ 
dicy  give  their  reafons,  and  then  recommend  the  adup- 
tion  of  the  meafiire.  The  principal  afters  arc  deter- 
mined upon  fccuring  the  liberties  of  their  countryj  or 
perifliing  in  die  attempt, 

^  The  news  of  hi*  majefty's  granting  falaries  to  Uic 
Juftices  of  the  fuperior  courts  atforded  them  a  fair  op^ 
|>ortunity  for  executing  the  plan  ^^  eftablilliing  jcom- 
mictees  of  correfpondence  through  the  colony.  The 
jnoft  fpirited  pieces  were  publifiied,  and  an  alarm  fpread^ 
that  die  granting  fuch  falaries  tended  rapidly  to  complete 
the  fyftem  of  their  flavery. 

NoVf      A  town  meeting  was  calledj  and  a  committee  of  cor- 

^  xefpondence  appointed,  to  write  circular  letters  to  all 
the  towns  in  the  province,  and  to  induce  them  to  unite 

19^  pi  mcafures.  The  committee  made  a  report,  contaior 
.ing  feveral  refolutipns  conn^adiitory  to  the  fupremacy  of 
the  Britiftilegiflature.  After  fctdng  forthj  that  all  men 
liave  a  right  to  remain  in  a  ftate  of  nature  as  long  as 
they  pleafe,  they  proceed  to  a  report  upon  the  natural 
.rights  of  the  colonifts  as  men,  chriflians  and  fubjeftsj 
and  then  form  a  lift  of  infringements  and  violations  of 
their  rights.  They  enumerate  and  dwell  upon  the  Brid 
tifh  parliament's  having  allumed  the  power  of  legifla^ 
tion  for  the  colonies  in  all  cafes  whatever^^the  appoint- 
ment of  a  number  of  new  officers  to  fuperintepd  the  re- 
venues^the  granting  of  falaries  out  of  the  American 
revenue,  to  the  goverjior,  the  judges  of  tjie  fupenof 
court,  the  king's  attorney  and  folicicor  general.  The 
report  was  accepted  i  conies  piintcdj  and  fix  hundred 
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circulated  through  the  towns  and  diftridls  bf  the  pro- 
vince, with  a  pathetic  letter  addrefled  to  the  inhabitants, 
who  were  called  upon  not  to  doze  any  longer,  or  fit  fu-  ^ 
pinely  in  indifference,  while  the  iron  hand  of  oppreffioa  ^; 
was  daily  tearing  the  choiceft  fruits  from  the  fair  tree  of 
liberty.  The  circular  letter  requefted  of  each  town  a 
free  communication  of  fentiments  on  the  fubjefts  of  the 
report,  and  was  directed  to  the  feleft  men,  who  were 
defired  to  lay  the  fame  before  a  town  meeting,  ^wdiich 
has  been  generally  pradifed,  and  the  proceedings  of  tixe 
town  upon  the  bufinefs  have  been  tranfmitted  to  die 
<:ommittee  at  Bofton,  This  committee  have  their  par- 
ticular correfpondents  in  the  feveral  towns,  who  upoo 
receiving  any  fpecial  information,  are  ready  to  ipread  it 
-with  difpatch  among  the  inhabitants.  Jt  confiib  cf 
xtwenty-one  perfons,  of  heterogeneous  qualities  and  p«>- 
feffions.  The  governor,  in  expeftation  of  exciting  pre- 
judice, and  fixing  a  ftigma  upon  them,  their  connec- 
tions and  proceedings,  has  written  to  a  gentleman  la 
-power,  ^^  Strange  that  a  government,  which  withift  $t 
-century  would  fuffer  no  perlbn  to  be  free  of  the  coov- 
monwedth  who  was  not  one  of  their  church  membei?^ 
ihould  now  take  for  their  leaders  men,  who  openly  con- 
temn all  religion,  and  ihould  join  deacons  and  athetfts 
in  one  truft  j  and  that  they  ihould  be  iniligated  ix>  tim 
by  fome  of  the  clergy,  who  make  the  higheft  pretences 
to  devotion ;  and  yet  the  ipirit  of  political  party  pro^ 
.duces  all  this."  He  would  gladly  receive  them  aU  into 
his  own  arms,  and  be  devoutly  ifcankful  for  thtmy 
were  they  to  change  fides  and  join  in  fupporting  his  ad- 
miniftfation;  But  he  has  unwarily  acknowledged,  'that 
the  goverrq^aex^:,  or  xU  ^ac  bodf  fdf  ^  people  in 
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their  legjflativc  and  mling  capacity  arc  in  the  oppofidon, 
■which  therefore  cannot  confift  nncrely  of  a  few  faftious 
leaders ;  and  he  appears  not  to  have  recolleftcd,  that  men 
ofoppofite  principles  and  charaflers  will  unite  heart  and 
hand,  in  keeping  off  a  general  calami ty^  which  will  in- 
volve thenn  all  in  one  and  the  fanne  ruin*  The  towns 
in  general  ha^'e  chofen  committees  of  correfpondcnce, 
and  refolved  in  a  ftile  agreeable  to  the  wifhes  of  the  Bof- 
tonians-  But  tl;e  reiblutiona  have  not  been  alway  drawn 
up  by  the  townGnen,  An  inhabitant  of  Peterfljam  ap- 
plied to  that  worthy  and  difinterefted  fon  of  liberty, 
Mr.  ^incy^  wliom  you  will  recoUeft  to  have  been  of  the 
council  for  captain  Prefton  and  the  foldiers^  for  his  af- 
fiftance,  and  was  furnilhed  with  the  following  draft  in- 
tended for  Bofbonj  excepting  the  introduftion  and  the 
paragraphs  marked  with  a  ftar,  whicli  were  added  b;^ 
fome  other  perfon. 
1773*  At  a  meeting  of  the  freeholders  and  other  inhabitants 
{  '  of  the  town  of  Peterjham  in  the  county  of  IVorcefterj 
duly  affembled  according  to  law,  held  by  adjournment 
oa  the  4th  of  January  1773,  the  committee  chofen  the 
30th  uli,  made  the  following  report,  viz.  '*  The  town 
having  received  a  circular  letter  from  the  town  of  BoJ- 
torty  refpefting  the  preftnt  gi"ievanccs  and  abominabif 
oppreffions  under  which  this  country  groans,  have  there- 
upon taken  into  dieir  moil:  fenous  confideratioHi  the 
prefent  policy  of  the  Britifti  government  and  adminl- 
ftration^  with  regard  to  Great  Britain  and  thefe  colonies  i 
have  carefully  reviewed  the  mode  of  eleftion^  and  the 
quality  of  the  eleftors  of  the  commons  of  that  illand  • 
and  have  alfo  attentively  rcflefted  upon  the  enormous 
;ind  growing  influence  of  the  crown,  and  that  bane  of 

all 
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all  free  dates,  a  ftandiiig  army  in  the  time  of  peace ; 
and  in  confequence  thereof  arc  fully  confirmed  in  opi- 
nion, that  the  ancient  rights  of  the  nation  are  capitally 
invaded,  and  the  greateft  part  of  the  moft  precious  and 
eftablifhed  liberties  of  Englijhmen  utterly  deftroyed^.— 
And  whereas  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  by  va- 
rious ft^tu^"s  yd  afts,  have  unrighteoufly  diftrefled  our 
trade,  o. : nied  and  precluded'us  from  the  fetting  up  and 
carrying  on  maniifaftures  highly  beneficial  to  the  inha-^ 
bitants  of  thefe  territories ;  reftrifted  and  prevented  our 
lawful  intercourfe  and  commerce  with  other  ftates  and 
kingdoms ;  have  alfo  made  laws  and  inftitutions  touch-* 
:    ing  life  and  limb,  in  difherifon  of  the  ancient  conuiioii 
law  of  the  land  j  and  moreover  have  in  thefe  latter  times, 
,'    robbed  and  plundered;  the  honeft  and  laborious  inhabit 
\.  tants  of  this  extenfive  continent  of  their  property,  by 
:;    mere  force  and  power ;  and  are  now  draining  this  pec- 
(    pie  of  the  fruits  of  their  toil,  by  thus  raifing  a  revenue 
^'   from  them,  againft  the  natural  rights  of  man,  and  in' 
I    operi  violation  of  the  laws  of  God. 
\        This  town  in  union  with  the  worthy  inhabitants  of 
I   Bofton,  now  think  it  their  indilpenfablc  duty  to  confider . 
of  the  premifes  and  the  prefent  aipeft  of  the  times,  and 
to  take  fuch  fteps  as  upon  mature  deliberation,   arc 
•judged  right  and  expedient,  and  hereupon  this  town 
Refolved,  That,  with  a  governor  appointed  from  Great 
Britain  (efpecially  at  this  day)  during  pleafure,  with  a 
\   large  ftipend,  dependant  upon  the  will  of  the  crown, 
\   And  controlled  by  inftruftioils  from  a  Bririfh  minifter  of 
).    (late,  with  a  council  fubjed  to  the  negative  of  fuch  a 
•    governor,  and  with  all  officers  civil  and  military  fubjeft 
to  his  appointment  or  confent,  with  a  caftle  in  the  hands 
i  of 
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of  a  Handing  army,  ftationed  in  the  very  bowels  of  the 
land ;  and  that  amazing  number  of  placemen  and  de* 
pendants,  Tvith  v^^hich  every  maritime  town  already 
fwarms^  no  people  can  ever  be  truly  virtuous^  fr^c,  or 
brave :  a 

Refolved,  That  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  ufurfp- 
ing  and  exercifing  a  legillative  authority  over,  and  ex- 
torting an  unrighteous  revenue  from  thefe  colonies,  is 
againft  all  divine  and  human  laws.  The  late  appoint- 
ment of  falaries  to  be  paid  to  our  fiiperior  court  judges^ 
■whole  creation  pay  and  commiffion  depend  on  mere  will 
and  pleafurcj  completes  a  fyftem  of  bondage^  equal  to 
finy  ever  fabricated,  by  the  combined  efforts  of  the  in* 
genuity,  malice,  fraud  and  wickednefs  of  man  :  fl 

*  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  town^  that 
A  defpottc  arbitrary  government  is  the  kingdom  of  this 
Xvorld,  as  fet  foith  in  the  New  Teftamentj  and  is  dia- 
metrically oppofite  to  the  eftablifhment  of  Chriftiamty 
in  a  fociety,  and  has  a  direft  tendency  to  fink  a  people 
into  a  profound  ftate  of  ignorance  and  irreligion  5  and 
that,  if  we  have  an  eye  to  our  own  and  pofterity's  hap- 
pincfs  (not  only  in  this  world,  but  the  world  to  come) 
it  is  our  duty  to  oppofe  fuch  a  government : 

*  And  fl-irther  refolved,  That  the  depriving  the  oolo- 
iiies  of  their  conflicutional  rights,  may  be  fitly  asm-* 
pared  to  the  difinembering  the  natural  body>  which 
Tvill  foon  affeft  the  heart ;  and  it  would  be  nothing  im- 
cxpefted  for  us  to  hear,  that  thofe  very  perfonsj  who 
'have  been  fo  affive  in  robbing  the  colonies  of  their  con- 
iticiitional  rights^  have  alfo  delivered  up  the  con- 
ftitntion  of  our  mother  country  into  the  hands  of  otir 

There." 
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Therefore  refolved.  That  it  is  the  firft  and  higheft  . 
focial  duty  of  this  peopler,  to  confider  of,  and  feek  ways 
and  means,  for  a  fpeedy  r^drefe  of  thefe  mighty  griev- 
ances and  intolerable  wrongs  J  and  that  for  the  obtain-^ 
ing  of  this  end,  this  peopk  are  warranted,  by  the  laws 
of  God  and  nature,  in  the  ufe  of  every  rightful  art  and 
energy  of  policy,  ftratagem  and  force. 

*  And  while  we  are  thus  under  thefe  awful  frowns  c^ 
divine  Providence,  and  involved  as  this  people  arc  in 
heavy  calamities,  which  daily  increafe  in  number  and' 
feverity,  it  is  highly  becoming  towns  and  individii^s  %6 
humble  themfelves  before  Almighty  God,  ferioi^ly  to 
commune  with  their  own  hearts,  and  feek  carefully  widi 
tears,  for  the  caufes  of  the  prevailing  diftreffes  of  ihe 
land  5  and  while  it  is  apparent,  diat  priftine  piety  esad 
purity  of  morals,  have  given  place  to  infidelity,  dilfipa* 
tion,  luxury,  and  grofs  cofruption  of  mind  and  morals^ 
there  is  a  loud  call  for  public  humility,  lamentings  and 
reformation ;  and  it  is  at  this  time  Eminently  incumbent 
on  one  and  all,  to  feek  at  the  throne  of  the  Great  Grod 
for  thofe  fpecial  and  remarkable  interpofitions  of  divine 
Providence,  grace  and  mercy,  which  have  fo  often  ikved 
New  England  from  both  public  and  private  diftrefs  and 
mifery :  and  as  there  is  great  reafon  to  believe,  that  in 
paft  times  we  have  too  much  depended  upon  the  exeiv 
tions  of  worldly  wifdom  and  political  devices,  it  bfr* 
comes  us  in  our  prefent  melancholy  fituation,  to  rely  no 
longer  on  an  arm  of  flelh,  but  on  the  arms  of  thrit  alls- 
powerful  God,  who  is  able  to  unite  the  numerous  iftha--  . 
bitants  of  this  extenfive  territory,  as  a  band  of  brothers 
in  one  common  caufc^^^who  can  eafily  give  that  true  re- 
ligion,  which  Ihall  make  us  his  people  indeed  5   that 
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{pirki  wliich  (hall  fit  us  to  endure  temporal  hardflufis;  ^ 
the  procurement  of  future  happinefs;  that  fpkrkof  TdciT* 
and  irrefiftible  couragei  which  ihall  occafson  our  ,agc4; 
and  our  youth  to  jeopard  their  lives  with  pf^  ik  t^ 
high  places  of  the  fidd^  for  his  name  and  iervice  ^kCf. 
for  the  prefervation  alfo  of  this  goodly  heritage  of  bur. 
fathers^  for  the  fake  of  the  living  children  of  our  loix|8|,i 
and  the  unborn  millions  of  pofterity. 

*  We  believe  that  there  are  very  many,  who  in  thefe. 
days  have  kept  their  integrity  and  garments  un^QUed, 
and  hope  that  God  will  deliver  them  and  our  nation  for 
their  fake.  God  will  not  fuffer  this  land,  where,  dii^.j^ 
pel  hath  fiourifhed,  to  become  a  flave  of  the.world^.  he 
will  ftir  up  wimeffes  of  the  truth ;  and  in  hb  own  timft 
Ipirit  his  people  to  ftand  up  for  his  caufe>  and  d(^er. 
tliem.  In  a  fimilar  belief,  that  patriot  of  patripcs  tbt 
great  Algernon  Sidney  lived  and  died,  and  dying  brd^hcd 
a  like  fentiment  and  prophecy,  touching  his  owp.  and 
the  then  approachmg  times,  a  prophecy,  however  not 
accomplifhed  until  a  glorious  revolution.  /     . 

Approved  of  by  vote  of  the  town,  without  coj)tra«. 
diftion.  .- 

Sylvakus  How,  per  order* 

The  governor,  inftead  of  over-looking  in  his  ip^ecbiF 
the  proceedings  of  the  towns,  has  been  induced  |>f 
diem  to  broach  the  difpute  about  the  fupremacy  pf  dic 
parliament  5  and  has  fallen  into  the  fnare,  which  prdbsh 
bly  fome  of  the  politicians  laiti^for  him,  expedting  to  get 
the  majority  of  the  general  court  to  declare  agaixift  it* 
He  defigned  to  recommend  himfelf  to  the  niinifh;^b|f. 
obtaining  a  viftory  5  but  they  will  not  thank  him  fer 
inGreafing  their  embarraffments.  ..     .      ' 

The 
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The  council  in  their  anfwer,  faid,  «  The  ftamp.a<a  !*«• 
with  fome  preceding  and  fucceeding  afts  of  parliament, 
fubjefting  the  colonies  to  ta^es  without  their  confetit, 
was  the  original  caufe  of  all  the  uneafinefs  that  has  hap-- 
pened  fince,  and  has  occafioned  alfo  an  inquiry  into  the! 
nature  and  extent  of  the  authority  by  which  they  were 
ixiade.'^ 

This  was  the  truth*    When  the  ftamp-a£t  took  pkce> 
*^  fome  people,  under  the  notion  of  zeal  for  liberty, 
ran  into  the  moft  exceffive  licentioufnefs,  and  were  guilty 
.    in  one  place  and  another  of  the  moft  lawlefs,  Unjuft,  and 
tyrannical  proceedings  i  fuch  as  pulling  down  and  de- 
ftroying  houfes,    abufing  perfons,  endangering  men's 
lives,  deftroying  their  property,  breaking  windows,  de- 
livering prifoners  out  of  the  hands  of  juftice,  putting 
many  mto  great  fear,  all  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the' 
'    province :  but  there  was  nothing  of  this  kind  before*.'* 
r  Let  me  add,  that  in  all  my  rcfearches,  not  an  ihftarice 
^  has  occurred  to  me  of  the  mob's  having  been  the  death 
I  of  a  fingle  individual,   though  they  might  have  pro- 
f   ceeded  to  the  moft  criminal  lengths  alfo,  had  diey  not 
^   been  gratified  or  diverted  from  their  purfuits.     But  be- 
fore that  fatal  aft,  there  was  not  a  more  loyal,  orderly^ 
and  peaceable  people,  than  the  Americans  in  generali 
through  the  whole  Britifti  empire.    All  ranks  and  con- 
ditions gloried  in  their  connexion  with  Great  Britain  i^ 
i    rejoiced  in  her  friendfhip  and  proteftion  j  and  triumphed 
^'   in  her  profperity. 

Toward  the  clofe  of  their  anfwer,  the  houfe  of  aflem- 
bly  exprefled  a  concern  at  their  having  been  reduced  by  . 
the  fpeech  to  the  unhappy  alternative,  either  of  appear-  • 
*  The  Rev,  Mr,  Whitney's  difcourfes  on  the  public  faft. 
Vol.  I.  Y  ing 
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ing  by  their  filence  toacquiefcc  in  the  governor'^  fcntU 
^*^nts  as  to  the  fupremacy  of  parliament,  or  of  .fj-jedy 
difcuflang  the  point.  The  houfe  might  be  concerned ; 
but  the  leaders  were  pleafcd  with  the  opportunity..  The 
governor  replied  j  and  tlie  houfe  in  their  rejoinder  told 
hinij  "  Although  the  colony  may  have  fubaiit-tc  Juk 
ftlentio  to  fome  aL^s  of  parliament,  tliat  they  conceived 
might  operate  for  their  benefit,  they  did  npt  conceive 
themfelves  bound  by  any  of  its  afts,  which  they  judged 
would  operate  to  the  injury  of  ijidividuals/*  The  peo- 
pie  at  large  believe^  tliat  the  houfe  has  the  beft  of  the 
aj-gument,  and  are  confirined  in  their  oppofition  to  the 
claims  of  parliament. 

Tli€  hpiife  voted  die  vftial  falaries  to  tlie  judges  of 
the  fup^rioT  court  early  in  the  feflion.  The  governor 
delayed  giving  his  alTent  to  tiie  grants  ;  which  produced 
a  mefiage  to  him  requefting  his  making  known  the  dif- 
ficulty that  prevented  his  affenting;  to  this  it  was  an- 
fyered>  that  he  had  received  information,  that  his  ma-^ 
jefty  had  been  pleafed  to  order:  falaries  to  be  allowed  to 
the  juftices  of  the  fuperior  courts^  Stc.  By  this  anfwer 
.Feb.  the  houfe  gained  the  opportumty  of  fending  a  fecond 
i^eflkge,  in  which  they  expreHed  their  refentmem  at  tlie 
ntany  atterppts  made,  effeftually  to  render  null  and  void 
thofe  claufes  in  tlieir  charter^  upon  which  the  freedom 
of  their  conftitution  depends ;  and  faid  that  they  wxre 
more  and  more  convinced,  that  it  had  been  the  defign 
of  adminiftration  to. introduce  an  arbitrary  government 
iatp  ;tixe  province.  They  declared  at  the  clofe,  their 
impatience  to  know,  "  tliat  the  juftices  Aj^iU  utterly  rc-^ 
fufc  eve^  tQ  accept  of  fupport  in  a  manner  fo  juflly  ob- 
no3iiou3  4;ofhe^.  people  of  the^proyince>  it  being  repug- 
-i  i  5  ,  nant 
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nant  o  the  charter,  and  utterly  inconfiftertt  with^  'flii 
fafe  of  the  rights,  liberties,  and  properties  of  the  peo- 
ple." To  add  the  greater  weight  to  their  fentirtleflts, 
and  make  them  the  more  regarded  by  all  perfons,  thiey 
came  to  feveral  refolves  relpefting  the  Mafies  and  th6  Mar< 
jud^^ :  among  the  reft,  ^^  that  their  depcndeAceoii  die  2* 
crown,  efpecially  while  they  hold  their  commiffions  "dur- 
ing plcafure^  tends  to  the  fubverfion-  ofjuftice  an3 
equity,  and  to  introduce  oppreflion  and  delpotic'pq1*;eri 
and  that  while  they  hold  during  pleafure,  any  who  iBaB 
accept  of  and  depend  upon  the  pleafure  of  thei' croTtnfi 
for  his  fupport,  independent  of  the  grants  of  the  ^eftdf  ai 
court,  will  difcover  that  he  is  an  enemy  to  the  conftittri 
tion,  and  has-  it  in  his  heart  to  promote  the  eftabUfhrrtcStf 
of  an  arbitrary  government  in  the  province/*  *  ' 

The  meaflires  purfued  on  each  fide  the  AtlantJt  arc?, 
not  calculated  to  promoteharmony.  - 


i^-f" 
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•        ''       -        .J    'J 
London,.  Ju^ii^ -J y  I773*n: : 
Friend  G,  . 

YO  U  will  receive  from  me,  without  further  appli^' 
cation,  regular  accounts  of  what  is  doing  on  thijf 
fide  the  Atlantic,  in  relation  to  the  colonies* 

The  burning  of  the  Ga/jpee  fchooner  near  Providence,' 
has  given  the  chief  rife  to  '^  An  aft  for  the  better  fe- 

y  2-  curing 
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curing  his  majefty*s  dock  yards,  magazines^  fhips,  am*^ 
munition^  and  ftores."     If  the  button  of  a  mariners  coat, 
the  oar  of  a  cutter's  boat,  or  the  head  of  a  caflc  be 
longing  to   the  fleet,    are   included   under   the   com' 
^.     prehenfive  term  ftoresy  then  according  to  the  aft,  a  per- 

,  fon  wilfuUy  and  malicioufly  dcftroying,  or  aiding  and 
affifling  in  deftroying  the  fame,  is  to  fuffer  death  on 
being  convifted.  But  what  will  affeft  you  more  than 
all  the  reft  is,  that  the  aft  is  extended  to  the  colonies, 
and  fubjefts  a  perfon  to  a  trial  at  the  pleafure  of  his  ma- 
jcfl;y>  his  heirs  or  fucceflbrs,  in  any  fiiire  or  county  in 
Great  Britain,  Your  own  feelings  will  furnilh  you  with 
the  beft  conanacnt  on  this  newextenfion  of  parliamentary 
power. 

The  fupporting  of  the  authority  of  parliament  was  the 
only  caufe  affigned  by  the  minifter  liimfelf,  for  retaining 
the  tea  duty,  at  the  very  time  when  he  acknowledged  it 
to  be  aa  anti-commercial  a  tax^  as  any  of  thofe  which 
he  had  repealed  upon  that  principle.     It  now  appears 

,  that  government  had  Ibmething  more  in  contemplation*^ 
The  Eaft  India  Company,  feehng  the  bad  effefts  of 
the  colonial  fmuggling  trade  (occafioned  by  the  retention 
of  the  duty)  in  the  large  quantities  of  tea  which  re- 
mained in  their  warehoufes  unfold,  requefted  the  repeal 
of  the  three-pence  per  pound  in  America,  and  offered 
that,  upon  its  being  complied  withj  government  ihould 
retain  fix-pence  in  the  pound  on  the  exportation.  Thus 
the  company  prefented  die  happieft  opportunity  which 
could  have  offered,  for  honorably  removing  the  caule  of 
difference  with  America.  Here  was  an  opening  for 
doing  right,  without  infringing  the  claims  on  either  fideir 
The  company  afkcd,  and  their  fituation  requhred  relief. 

It 
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It  could  not  be  alleged,  that  it  was  done  at  the  inftancc 
of  American  difcontent.  The  n^inifter  was  requefted 
and  intreated,  by  a  gentleman  of  great  weight  in  the 
company,  and  a  member  of  parliament,  to  embrace  the 
opportunity;  but  it  has  been  rejefted.  New  contri- 
vances have  been  fet  on  foot  to  introduce  the  tea,  atr 
tended  with  the  three-penny  duty,  into  all  the  colonies* 
Various  intrigues  and  folicitations  have  been  ufed  to  in- 
duce the  chairman  and  deputy  chairman,  to  undertake 
this  rafli  and  foolifli  bufinefs.  I^  has  been  protefted 
againft  as  contrary  to  the  principles  of  the  company's 
monopoly :  but  the  power  of  miniftry  has  prevailed ; 
,  and  the  infignificant  three-penny  duty  on  tea  is  doomed 
r  to  be  the  fatal  bone  of  contention  between  Great  Britain 

and  America.    A  bill  has  been  pafled  into  an  aft,  for  May 
I   enabling  the  company  to  export  their  own  teas.     In  con--  *^ 
^  fequence  of  it,  they  have  adopted  the  fyftem,  arid  are 
I   become  their  own  faftors.     They  have  come  to  a  rcfo- 
I  kition  of  fending  600  chefts  of  tea  to  Pbihdelpbia^  the 
like  quantity  to  Nem  Tork  and  Bofton^  b^de  wh^t  is 
defigned  for  other  places :  feveral  fliips  are  accordingly 
,  freighted  for  different  colonies,   and  agents  appointed 
^{(x  the  difpofal  of  the  commodity. 

The  feveral  colonies  will  undoubtedly  confider  the 
fcheme  as  calculated  merely  to  circumvent  them  into  a 
compliance  with  the  revenue  law,  and  thereby  to  open 
I  the  door  for  an  unlimited  taxation  j  for  if  taxation  can 
I  be  eftablifhed  in  this  inftance,  it  will  be.  extended  to 
I  others.  Confequences  will  not  fail  to  convince  Ac  mi- 
J  nifter,  that  it  would  have  been  far  more  eligible  to  have 
]  repealed  the  duty,  than  in  this  way  to  attempt  its  cfta- 
\  y  3  blilhment, 


3i^  The    histohy    qf 

Wiflim^ht     It  will  beneedlefs  for  you,  that 

yoU  m*y  upon  ^  occafions^  c   iimana  lac  aiTiftance  o£ 

Your^  &c. 

N,  B.  Some  of  the  captains  have  refufed  to  take  the 
tea  on  boardf 
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EFORE  you  have 
proceedings  in  ref 


Roxhmy^  March  2^^  1774. 

:count  of  the  Americaa 
to  the  teas  of  the  Eaft- 
be    refented  with  fome  mat-*  ■ 


iifcovering  on  every  oc- 

to  minifterial  meafurea, 

I  day  the  town  rcfolved> 


India  Companyj  you  n 
ters  of  an  earlier 
►     TheBoftonii  1     :d 

cafion,  a  determ  :{ 

Twelve  e  : 

^^  That  if  the  council  apply  for  Faneuil-hall  for  to 
dine  in  on  the  anniverfary  tleftion  dayj  die  fele£t  men 
fhall  not  grant  it  btit  upon  i  exprefs  conditions,  that 
neither  the  comniinionc  t  e  cnftomsj  nor  their  at- 
tendants, nor  the  officers  arnny  and  navy,  Itarioncd 
here  for  the  purpofe  of  enforcing  unconfbitntional  afts^ 
of  parliament  by  militaiy  e:  :urionj  be  invited."  It 
has  been  an  eftablifhed  cuftom  or  the  governor,  councilv 
and  many  other  gentlemen,  to  {'  t  that  day  :^ 
,         c  J  but 
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but  the  refolve  prevented  an  application,  and  occafiohed 
their  dining  elfewhere,  with  the  comnniffioners  and  offi- 
cers. 

Whether  the  votes  of  Bojion  fent  to  Virginia^  as  the 
patriots  fay,  or  their  own  private  letters  riiight  or  might 
not  lead  to  it,  the  honfe  of  burgcfles  refolved,  in  the 
beginning  of  March,  to  maintain  an  ihtercourfe  with 
the  fifter  colonies.     They  therefore  appointed  a  comr- 

.  ~  mittee  of  eleven  perfons>  "  whofe  bufmefs  it  fliould  be 
to  obtain  the  moft  early  and  authentic  intelligence  of  all 
fuch  adls  and  refolutions  of  the  Britifh  parliament,  or  pro- 
ceedings of  adminiftration,  as  may  relate  to  or  affeft  the 
Britifh  colonies,  and  to  keep  up  and  maintain  a  correlpon- 
dence  and  communication  with  their  fifter  colonies.'*  They 
then  refolved,  "  That  their  fpeakertranfmit  to  the  Ipeakers 
of  the  different  affemblies  their  refolutions  to  be  laid  before 
tlieir  affemblies,  and  requefting  their  appointing  comiiiit- 

\    tees."  Nothing  could  be  more  acceptable  to  ^^Majfachu^ 

',  Jetts  affembly.     It  was  the  firft  particular  bufinefs  they  en-  May 
tered  upon  when  they  met.     They  came  to  feveral  re-  ^^* 

.,  Iblves,  and  were  careful  in  the  firft  to  fpeak  highly  in 

■  '  praife  of  Virginia.     They  appointed   a   committee   o^ 

fifteen  members,  and  direfted  them  '^  to  prepare  a  cir- 
cular letter  to  the  fpeakers,  requefting  them  to  lay  the 
;    fame  before  their  refpeftive  affemblies,  in  confidence 

■  that  they  will  comply  with  the  wife  and  falutary  r^folves 
of  the  houfe  of  burgefles  of  Virginia."  ConneSiicuty 
Rhode  IJlandy  Maryland^  and  New  Hampjhirey  entered 
into  fimilar  meafures:  but  the  anfwer  ordered  by  the 
New  Hampjhire  affembly,  to  be  given  to  the  Ipeakers  of 
Virginia  and  Rhode  IJlandy  was  guardedly  expreffed;  they 
gave  affurance,  that  their  fifter  colonics  might  rely  upon 

Y  4  their 
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their  fincerely  joining  them  in  every  iOnal  plan 

for  fecuring  the  rights  of  America.  ~i  nc  uutitution  of 
thefe  committees  tends  greatly  to  unite  the  colonies,  and 
to  render  them  jpmore  alert  formidable  in  refiftlng 

the  encroachments  of  mi  They  by  this   mean 

become  early  prepared  to  r      t  lew  and  uncxpeftcd  oc 
currencesj  and  are  drawn      to  .ook  upon  themfclves  a^'' 
jointly  intcrefted  in  each  others  lafety,  and  public  con- 
cerns. 

An  event  has  happened  in  the  Maffachufetts^  which 
has  excited  on  the  part  of  the  people^  the  utmoft  indig- 
nation and  animolity  j  on  the  fide  of  the  governor  and 
others,  the  greateft  confufion. 

The  agent,  Dr,  Franklin^  has  by  fame  means  yet  un- 
known, obtained  and  fent  over  to  Mr,  Bowdojn  a  num- 
ber of  letters,  to  be  commur     Lted  by  him  after  perufa 
to  a  few  trufly  gentkmen,  ^     .    the  honorable  Jam 
Pitts,  Mr.  Thomas  Culhingj     4r.  Samuel  Adams,  Dr, 
Winthrop,  Dr.  Chauncy,  and  Dr.  Cooper :  it  is  added^ 
they  arc  to  be  returned  and  put  into  the  place  whence 
they  were  taken.    The  letters  are  figned  Tho.  Hutchin^ 
JoTiy   And,  Oliver^    Ch^  Paxton^  Thomas  Moffat^    Robert 
Auchmuty^  Nath.  Rogers^  George  Rome.     Thougli  they 
were  partly  private  and  confidential,  they  were  defigned 
to  procure  public  coercive  mcafures  i.  arid  tended  to  in-' 
cenfe  the  mother  country  againft  her  colonies,  and  b^ 
the  fteps  recommended,  to  widen  the  breach,   which 
they  have  undoubtedly  efFefted,     Their  contents  were- 
;he  fubjeft  of  converfadon  and  felicitous  inquiry ;  till  all 
June  length  Mr,  Sam,  Adams  acquainted  the  afiembly,  tha^ 
he  had  perceived  the  minda  of  the  people  to  be  greatly 
agitated  with  a  prevailing  report^  \  of  an  ex- 

raordinanc, 
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traordinary  nature  had  been  written,  and  fent  to  Eng-* 
land,  gready  to  the  prejudice  of  this  province — that  he 
had  obtained  certain  letters,  which  with  the  confent  of 
the  gentleman  from  whom  he  had  received  them,  might 
be  read  in  the  houfe  under  certain  reftriftions,  namely, 
that  the  faid  letters  be  neither  printed  nor  copied  in 
whole  or  in  part :  the  propofal  was  confidered,  and  they 
were  read  under  the  faid  reftridlions.  A  committee  of 
the  whole  houfe  afterward  reported,  "  that  the  tendency 
and  defign  of  faid  letters  was  to  overthrow  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  this  government,  and  to  introduce  arbitrary 
power  into  the  province;" — ^Yeas  loi.  Nays  5. 

The  reftriftions  under  which  the  letters  were  com- 
municated, were  invalidated  by  contrivance ;  and  in  a 
week's  time,  Mr.  Hancock  acquainted  the  houfe,  that  he  J™^ 
had  received  copies  of  certain  letters,  which  he  fup-^* 
pofed  were  copies  of  the  letters  before  the  houfe,  and 
moved  that  they  might  be  compared.  The  next  day,  io» 
one  of  a  committee  appointed  to  confider  fome  means 
whereby  the  houfe  might  be  honorably  and  fully  poC- 
feffed  of  the  letters,  reported,  "  That  Mr.  S,  Adams 
had  acquainted  him,  that  having  converfed  with  the 
gentleman  from  whom  he  received  the  letters,  he  was 
authorifed  to  inform  the  houfe,  that  the  faid  gentleman 
confented  (as  he  found  that  copies  of  faid  letters  were 
already  abroad,  and  had  been  publicly  read)  that  the 
houfe  Ihould  be  fully  poffefled  of  them,  to  print,  copy, 
or  make  what  ufe  of  them  they  pleafed,  relying  on  th^ 
goodnefs  of  the  houfe,  that  the  original  letters  be  re- 
turned, they  retaining  attefted  copies  for  theb  ufe." 
Mr.  S.  Adams  being  called  upon,  declared  the  fame. 
At  length  the  affembly  refolved  to  petition  the  king  to 

remove 
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June  remove  governor  llui^hinfon  and  Hciitenant   govcrjiof 
'  •     Oliver  for  ever  from  the^  government  of  tiie  province, 
32*     They  agreed  alfo  to  furnifh  the  council  with  the  orignial 
letters  upon  the  exprefi  condition^  that  the  board  woold 
by  no  means  fuffer  them  to  go  out  of  their  hands*    The 
council  complied  with  the  infulting  ftipulation  airhed  at 
the  governor;  and  upon  his  requiring  the  letters  for 
txanninacion,  refufed  to  deliver  them  into  his  hands^  but 
ient  a  committee  to  open  them  before'  him,  that  he 
might  examine  the  hand-writing.     To  this  indignity  he 
"^H*     was  obliged  to  fubmit,  as  well  as  to  the  mortification 
of  acknowledging  the  figrrature.     After  which  tlicy  re- 
folved,  "  that  the  removal  of  the  governor  and  lieute- 
nant governor  will  be  promotive  of  hia^  majefly's  fer- 
vice."  ^ 

The  Boftm  committee  of  correfponden(^e>  that  they 
Alight  add  weight  to  the  doings  of  the  general  coun, 
.  inefofed  the  governor's  letters  and  alfo  the  refoives  of  the 
Boufe>  in  a  fpirited  circular  letter,  and  fent  them  to  the 
feveral  town  clerks  through  the  province  tfo  be  commu- 
Bicated  to  their  refpedive  towns,  ^ 

The  hoiife  of  afiembly  in  their  peritfon'  and  remon- 
ftranceto  his  majefty^  chiprged  the  governor  and  lieute- 
nant goverjior  with  being  betray-ers  of  their  trults  and 
t)f  the  people  they  governedj  and'  with  giving  private, 
partial^  and  falfe  information ;  declared  them  enemies  to 
tlie  colony;  and  prayed  for  juftice  againft  them  and  for 
their  fpeedy  removal.  So  prevalent  was  the  refentmcnty 
that  thefe  charges  with  many  others,  were  carried  througit  r 
by  a  majority  of  82  to  li-  * 

To  enter  now  upon  the  fwbje^t  of  the  TEA.     While 
ttc  bill  for  allowing  the  Eaft-India  Company  to  export 
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it  was  in  parliament,  letters  from  Britain  infmuated  into 
the  minds  of  the  colonifts,    that  ^   plan  was  kid  to 
bring  them  into  a  fnare  ^  that  a  noble  refiftance  on  this 
occafion  would  free  them  from  the  flavery  intended  for 
themi  that  if  this  opportunity  was  loft  they  would  never 
have  another ;  and  that  if  they  fuSered  the  Ihips  to  land 
the  tea  and  the  duty  to  be  paid,  diey  would  rivet  their 
own  chains.     The  Britifh  merchants  have  been  alarmed 
with  the  thought  of  tlie  lofTes,  which  muft  neceffarily 
accrue  to  themfelves  from  the  exportations  of  the  com- 
pany, and  from  the  fales  going  through  the  hands  of 
confignees ;  and  have  contributed  to  the  ftrengthemng 
of  that  refiftance  to  which  the  people  were  already  ia-* 
clinedi  through  their  prevailing  jealoufy  at  the  referVa- 
tion  of  the  tea  duty  when  the  other  duties  were  repealed;* 
^   The  united  oppofition  of  the  colonies  was  to  be  fecur^di 
i    but  the   event  was  precarious.     The   Boftonians  yKtt 
\    much  fufpedled  by  the  fons  of  liberty  in  the  other  pjo^ 
\    vinces,  on  account  of  the  many  goods  which  wei-e  im<- 
|:.    ported  into  the  town  during  the  general  non-importatiofib 
L  agreement,    and  afterward  of  the  teas  contrary  to  the 
\    agreement  refpefting  that  article.     New  York  and  Phila^- 
\    delpbia  had  kept  to  the  agreement,  and  had  run  all  the> 
i    teas  that  the  market  demanded :   but  there  had  been 
\^   imported  into  Boftotty  from  the  bediming  of  i76&'  to  die 
?r  end  of  laft  year,  not  lefs  than  2714  chefts,  by  more  thao* 
\    2l  hundred  different  perfons.     Mn  Hutchinfon  and  his. 
\    fons  were  confiderable  importers.     It  was  evident  that 
i    the  body  of  merchants  could  not  be  depended  upom 
Mr.  Thomas  Mifflin  of  Philadelphia  being  at  Bofton,  puC' 
\    it  therefore  to  the  fons  of  liberty,  when  the  teas  were 

expefted) 


a* 


33'  THEHlSTOHyOFTHE 

cxpe(9:ed,  «  Will  you  engage  that  they  ftiaH  not  be  land- 
ed ?  If  fo  I  will  anfwcr  for  Philadelphia."  They  pledged 
their  honor. 
O^,        The  inhabitants  of  Pbiladelpbia  aflemblcd  and  unani- 
mouny  entcredinto  various  rcfolves,  in  which  they  cenfurcd 
the  rclblution  of  the  Eaft  India  company  to  fend  out 
their  tea  to  America^  fubje£t  to  the  payment  of  duties 
on  its  being  landed^  aa  an  open  attempt  to  enforce  the 
minlfterial  plan,  and  a  violent  attack  upon  the  liberties 
of  America ;  and  declared  it  to  be  the  duty  of  every 
/American  to  oppofe  this  attempt,    and  that  whoever 
ihould  direftly  or  indireftly  countenance  it,  was  an  enemy 
to  his  country.     They  then  fixed  upon  a  comnnittee  to 
•wait  on  the  gentlemen  reported  to  be  appointed  to  re- 
ceive and  fell  the  tcaj  and  to  requeft  their  refigning. 
Within  three  days  the  whole  number  refigned ;  Meflrs, 
Wbartvns  and  Brown  without  making  the  leaft difficulty; 
the  other  two  not,  till  the  treatment  they  met  with  (on 
appearing  at  the  coffee-houfe)  for  the  (huffling  anfwcr 
they  had  given,  convinced  them  that  it  was  not  fafc 
trifling  with  the  public  opinion.     Since  this  meeting, 
the  Bofton  fons  of  liberty  have  affured  by  letter  the  fons 
of  liberty  at  Philadelphia,  that  no  tea  (hall  be  landed* 

At  New  Torky  when  captain  Sears  and  captain  M^Dou- 
gall  heard  that  the  tea  was  to  be  fcnt,  they  concluded 
that  an  oppofirion  to  it  was  neceflaiy,  and  agreed  upon 
contriving  to  unite  the  tea-fmugglers,  the  merchants, 
and  the  fons  of  liberty  in  that  fervice  j  and  that  captain 
M^Dciigall  Ihould  write  againft  the  defign  of  introduc- 
ing and  vending  the  tea  agreeable  to  the  minifterial  plaji> 
but  ftiould  remain  concealed  as  the  author.  A  few  of 
>      ':   '  each 
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each  clafs  were  called  together,  and  the  mode  of  oppo- 
fition  fettled.     Publications,  tending  to  fpread  and  in- 
creafe  the  alarm  of  imminent. d^ger  to  the  liberties  o£ 
the  country,  appeared  periodically.     As  the  time  ap- 
proached for  the  arrival  of  the  tea  fhips,  the  publications 
became  more  fpirited  and  threatening.     An  hand  biU  Nor. 
addreffed  to  the  friends  of  liberty  and  comnverce  was-  5* 
circulated  through  the  city,  calculated  to  provoke  re- 
fentment  againft  all  the  encouragers  of  the  tea-pl^. 
Afterward  written  papers  were  ftuck  up  at  the  coffee-  a, 
houfe  and  other  places,  menacing  deftruftion  to  any  per-, 
ion  who  fhould  accept  a  commiflion  for  the  fale  of  die 
Eaft  India  company's  teas,  or  be  an  acceflary.     In ^. ra- 
ther more  thaa  a  week,  there  was  publiflied  a  paper  !»• 
figned  Legiofiy  addreffed  to  the  ftated  pilots  of  the  port,, 
and  all  others  whom  it  might  concern,  direding  them 
■    how  to  proceed  in  reference  to  any  tea  fhip,  and  requiring- 
\    them  at  their  peril,  to  bring  her  no  further  than  the 
V    Hook.     In  another  paper,  figned  the  Mohawks^  the  tea 
i    fliip  is  faid  to  be  laden  with  fetters,  forged  for  them  in 
r    Great  Britain,  and  every  vengeance  i$  denounced  againft 
^'  allperfons,  who  dare  in  any  manner  to  contribute  to  the 
\    introduftion  of  thefe  chains.     In  December,  the  Z^-. 
I   dony  c^tain  Chambers^  and  the  tea  fhip  arrived  on  the 
i;    fame  day ;  the  former  came  up  du-eftly  to  the  whar^' 
.;    the  other  remained  at  the  Hooky  and  was  watched  till  (he 
^    returned,  by  a  veflel  ftationed  there  for  the  purpofe.    On         ' 
;     her  arrival  a  committee  waited  on  the  confignees,  who-       '• 
\    agreeable  to  a  former  promife  aflured  them,  that  they- 
would  neither  receive  nor  fell  the  tea,  as  it  came  liable 
to  an  American  duty.     Captain  Chambers  ventured  to^ 
bring  feventeen  chefts  on  a  private  account,  which  wcre^ 
-.  taken 
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taken  and  thrown  overboard  into  the  harbour.  Had 
the  company's  fhip  canne  to  the  wharf,  fhe  would  pro- 
bably have  been  burnt,  for  captain  Sears  and  five  others 
had  determined  upon  it,  and  provided  themfelves  with 
combuftibles  for  the  purpofe. 

At  Pbiladelfhia^  printed  papers  were  difperfed,  warn- 
ing the  Delaware  pilots  not  to  conduit  any  of  die  tea 
fliips  into  harbotir^  as  they  were  only  fent  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  enflaving  and  poifoning  all  the  Americans  ;  and 
•  at  the  fame  time  plainly  intimating,  that  it  was  expefted 
they  would  apply  their  knowledge  of  the  river^  under 
the  colour  of  their  profcffion,  fo  as  efFed:ually  to  fecure 
then*  country  from  fuch  an  imminent  danger. 

In  moft  places^  th^  confignees  were  obliged  to  relin* 
quifh  their  appointments,  and  to  enter  into  engagements 
not  to  aft  in  that  capacity;  and  no  other  pcrfons  daring 
tjo  receive  the  cargoes  configned  to  them,  the  captains 
of  the  New  York  and  Philadelphia  fliips,  from  thefd 
circumftancesj  and  the  knowledge  of  the  riik  they  ran 
from  the  determined  refolution  of  the  people,  concluded 
upon  returning  dircftly  to  Great  Britain,  mthout  en- 
tangling themfelves  by  any  entry  at  the  cuftom-houfcs. 
But  it  was  otherwife  in  the  Majfachufstts. 
h      .  Methods  were  taken  to  fpirit  up  the  people  at  large 
V    by  fugitive  pieces^  hand  bills^  refolves  of  town    meet- 
ings,  the  mutual  intercourfe  of  committees  and   the 
Nov.  like.     At  length,  fome  hundreds  of  the  inhabitants  of 
^*      Bofim  and  the  neighbouring  towns,  meet  at  Liberty-tree^ 
agreeable  to  a  notification  iflued  the  day  before;^  *^  for 
to  hear  the  confignees  refign  and  fwear  that  they  will  re- 
Ihip  any  teas,  that  may  by  the  ^^^-Iff^AV?  company  be 
affigtied  to  them."    The  confignees  are  in  general  ob- 
'  -  "^  noxious 
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noxious  to  the  public  by  realbn  of  their  near  aiid  irtd* 
mate  conneftions  with  the  governor,  on  whpfe  fuppc^ 
they  depend.     They  are  not  terrified  into  an  appei^u 
ance  at  the  place  propofed;    but  naeet^  together-    bf 
agreement  at  the.ftore  of  Mr.  ClarkyV^hoh  oneof  thefn^ 
i(i  King-ftreet.     A'  committee  is  appointed  by  the  $£- 
fembly  to  wait  iiipop  them  with  a  meiTage,  to  which  they 
pay  no  regard.     The  people,  who  attend  the  committsed* 
as  fpeftators,  upon  this  force  open  the  doors  of  the  ware* 
houfci  and  enter  with,  great  violence.;  and  then  attempt 
getting  up  flail's  into  the  comptinghoufe,  but  are  drivea' 
back.     The  foris  of  liberty  not  having  fucceededln  thi&j^Q^^ 
procedure,  a  town-meeting  of  the  freeholders  and  other  5« 
inhabitants  is   called.     A  large  number  is  colledted j? 
and  it  is  agreed  to  adopt  the  refolves  of  the  citize^ft  of 
Philadelphia.    A  committee  is  chofen  to  wait  upon- the        • 
confignees,  who  decline  complying  with  the  ■  reqilieft  of- 
the  town  by  lettersi,  which,  though  decent,  ar€  th^-ne»fr' 
day  voted,  daringly  affix)nting,  when  the  meeting  j&;im*^ 
mediately  diflblved-     Some  of  the  Tons  of  liberty  ai^ 
fearful  of  puihmgthe  matter  too  far,  leftth^  tpwn,  and' 
then  the  colony,,  ihoiald  be  di^wn  into*  a  quairct-vfiA* 
Great  Britain.     To-  fuch  it  is  fald,  ^^  It  muft  cometa* 
a.  quarrel  with  Great  Britain  and  thjB  colony,  fooiier<w 
later;  and  if  ib,  what  can  be  a^  better  time  than -the*     -  ■ 
prefent  ?   Hundreds  of  years  m«f  pafs  away  befope^'  thjp' 
parliament  will,  make  fuch  a  nunejber  of  a6ts  in  ▼iialatiqaft 
of  the  Britifh  conflitution  as  it  has  done  of  ia€e  yealpv 
and- by  which  it  has  excited  fo. formidable. an  oppofitiofti 
to  the  meafures  of  miniftry.     Befide,    the  longer  thej 
conteft   is  delayed,    the   more   adminiftration^  will  b^% 
Hrengtjaened^    Do  not  you  pbferve,  how  the  gov^n- 

ment 
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ment  at  home  are  increaling  their  party  lierc,  by  fen(i*i 
ing  over  young  fellows  to  enjoy  appoiJitnacntSj  who 
marry  into  our  firft  families  and  fo  weaken  the  oppofi- 
tion  ?  By  fuch  like  means,  and  by  mukiplying  ports  and 
places,  and  giving  them  to  their  own  friends^  or  apply- 
ing them  to  the  corrupdon  of  their  antagonifts^  they 
will  increafc  their  own  force  fafter  in  proportion  than  the 
force  of  the  counoy  party  will  increafc  by  population. 
If  then  we  muft  quarrel^  ^re  we  can  have  our  righu 
fecured>  now  is  the  moft  eligible  Jjeriod*  Our  credit 
alio  is  at  ftake  i  we  multventurej  and  unlefs  we  do,  we 
Diall  be  difcarded  by  the  fons  of  liberty  in  the  other  co- 
Iomcs>  whole  afliftance  we  may  expeft  upon  emergen- 
cies^ in  cafe  they  find  us  fteady,  refolute  and  faithfuV' 
They  conclude  to  venture  onward-  ^ 

18.  A  new  town-meedng  is  called,  and  a  new  committee 
appointed  to  wait  upon  the  coofignees  to  know,  whe- 
ther they  will  refign  their  appointment ;  to  which  they 
anfwerj  *^It  is  out  of  our  power  to  comply  with  the  re- 
queft  of  the  town."  This  anfwer  may  be  bulk  upon 
folemn  engagements  not  to  refign  5  otherwife  it  is  liard 
to  Conceive  how  it  ihould  be  more  out  of  their  power, 
tlian  the  power  of  the  Philadelphia  confignees,  who  have 
refigned  fix  weeks  ago*     It  is  a  managed  affair  between 

19.  them  and  tlie  governor,  who  calls  a  council  for  advice 
upon  meafures  proper  for  preferving  the  peace^  and  for 
fupporting  the  authority  of  government.  While  the 
council  ai^e  debating,  a  petition  of  the  confignees  is 
prefented,  praying  leave  to  refign  themfelves  and  the 
property  committed  to  chem,  to  his  excellency  and  their 
honors  as  die  guardians  of  the  people.  After  debate 
thp  fui'thcr  confideration  is  poflponed  to  the  t^d^  then 
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to  the  27th,  then  to  the  29th,  when  the  council  make  a  29. 
few  obfervations,  decline  complying  with  the  petition, 
and  advife  his  excellency  to  renew  his  orders  to  the  juf- 
rices  and  others,  to  exert  themfelves  for  the  fecuriry  of 
his  majefty*s  fubjefts,    the  prefervation    of  peace  and 
good  order,  and  for  preventing  all  offences  againft  the 
law.     About  this  time  the  confignees,  confifting  of  the 
governor's  fons,  coufins,  and  particular  friends,  remove 
to  the  caftle  for  perfonal  fafety.     The  day  before  the 
laft  meeting  of  the  council,  captain  Hall  in  the  Dart-- 
mouthy  came  to  an  anchor  near  the  caftle,  having  on' 
board  one  hundred  and  fourteen  chefts  of  tea ;  and  on 
the  day  of  their  meeting,  comes  into  the  harbour.-    On* 
the  fame  day  a  notification  is  pofted  up  in  all  parts  of 
the  town,  inviting  every  friend  to  his  country  to  meet^ 
at  nine  o'clock,  to  make  a  united  refiftance  to  the  moft* 
deftruftive  meafure  of  adminiftration.     The  meeting  of 
the  people  of  Bofton  and  the  neighbouring,  towns  is  con- 
tinued by  adjournment  to  the  next  day,  when  it  is  de-  3o# 
termined,  that  the  tea  fhall  be  returned.     Faneuil-hall ' 
being  too  fmall  for  the  affembly,  they  adjourn  to  the 
Old  South  Meeting-houfe,    and  confirm  the    former* 
determination  by  voting,  "that  the  tea  fhall  not  be 
landed,  that  no  duty  fhall  be  paid,  and  that  it  fhall  be 
fent  back  in  the  fame  bottom/*    They  further  vote, 
"  that  Mr.  Rotch,   the  owner   of  the  vefTcl,    be  di- 
refted  not  to  enter  the  tea  at  his  peril,  and  that  capt^n 
Hall  be  informed,  at  his  peril  not  to  fufFer  any  of  the  tea 
to  be  landed."     They  alfo  appoint  a  watch  of  twenty- 
.    five  men  to  be  a  guard  upon  the  Dartmouth,  lying  at 
I   Griffin's  wharf.     A  letter  is  received  from  the  con%nces, 
\    offering  to  {lore  the  teas  till  they  can  write  and  receive 
>       Vol.  I.  Z    ,  furdier 
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further  orders ;  but  tfie  propc  ^i     :         Mr,  Grten^ 

leafy  the  Iheriff,  appears  and  rgs  ichvc  lu  read  a  pro- 
clamation from  the  governor^  vhich  requires  the  people 
^  forthwith  to  difperfe  arid  to  furceafe  all  further  proceed- 
ings* He  is '  allowed  to  do  it ;  and,  upon  fmifhiDg, 
there  is  a  loud  and  general  hifs.  TJie  people  aften^-ard 
vote,  "  that  captain  Bruce^  on  his  arrival,  do  conrorn> 
to  the  votes  refpefting  HaU*s  veffel  j  that  no  tea  from 
Great  Britain  be  landed  or  fold  till  the  aft  impoCng  th^ 
duty  is  repealed  ;  that  the  captain  of  the  prefent  wateh 
be  defired  to  make  out  a  lift  for  the  next  night,  and  fo 
on,  until  the  veffels  leave  the  harbour ;  that  fhould  the 
watch  be  molefted,  the  inhabitants  be  alarmed  by  die 
tolling  of  the  bells  at  night,  and  the  ringing  of  them  in 
the  day ;  that  fix  perfons  be  appointed  to  give  notice  to 
the  country  towns,  upon  any  important  occafion ;  diac 
every  veflel,  arriving  with  '  ive  a  proper  watch,  and 
that  their  brethren  in  t  c  itry  be  defired  to  afford 
their  affiftance  on        f  e,"    They  determine  tci 

carry  their  votes  apd  i    ito  execution  at  the  riik 

of  lift  aijd  property  >^  th;     :       ir  brethren  in  the  neigf> 
bouring  towns,  and  then  di    >lve  the  meeting,  m 

After  the  diflblution,  t'     committee  of  correfpon-' 
dence  for  the  town  of  Boft(     \o\d  their  meecingSj  and 
invite  the  like  committees  of  t  le  adjacent  towns  to  joi! 
them;  feveral  do  it;  the  'whole  jointly  aflume  the 
reftion  of  all  th^t  relates  to  the  teas  of  the  Eaft  India' 
company.      They  keep  a  conflrant   military  watch  of 
twenty-five  men  every  n'      ,    enerally  with  fire  arms, 
to  prevent  the  tea  p        rly  knded.     The  vefiels 

belonging  to  captains  .     ice  and  Coffin^  aire  upon  their 
arrival  prdered  to  GriiEn's  wharf, 

TJic 
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The  people  of  Bofton  and  the  neighbouring  towns,  Dec. 
that  have  agreed  to  adt  in  concert  with  Bofton,  nmeet  at  '^ 
the  Old  South  Meeting-houfe,  and  conclude  upon  or- 
dering Mr.  Rotch  to  apply  immediately  for  a  clearance 
for  his  fliip.     Mean  while  the  governor  receiving  inti- 
mation that  fhe  would  be  fent  to  fea,  and  that  it  might 
not  be  through  the  ordinary  channel  by  the  caftle,  ac- 
quaints admiral  Montague  and  defires  him  to  take  the 
proper  precautions,   on  which  the  admiral  orders  the 
.   Aftive  and  King  Fifher  to  be  fitted  for  fea,  and  to  fall 
down  and  guard  the  paflagcs  out  of  the  harbour.     The 
governor  likcvv^ife  renews  in  writing  his  orders  to  colonel 
^  Lejlie^  to  fuffer  no  veffel,  coafters  excepted,  to  pafs  the 
*   fortrefs  from  the  town  without  a  permit  figned  by  him- 
«  felf.     A  fufficient  number  of  guns  are  loaded  on  this 
J  Ipecial  occafion. 

i       The  affembly  are  acquainted,  that  the  colleftor  can- 

b-  not  give  Mr.  Rotch  a  clearance,  until  the  vefTel  is  dil- 

I  charged  of  dutiable  articles.     Mr.  Samuel  Phillips  Sa^  i$, 

I:  vage,    of  IVeJiotiy  is  chofen  modefator.     The  number 

fc  affembled  from  town  and   country  is  thought  to  be 

,  fome  thoufands.  Upon  the  prefent  crifis  feveral  gen^ 

j  tlemen  deliver  their  fentimentsj  and  Mr.  Jojiah  ^incy 

;.jun.  his  to  the  following  purpofe^ — ^^  It  is  not,  Mr,  Ni 

j  Moderator,   the   fpirit  that  vapors  within   thefe  walls    P 

i   that  muft  ftand  us  in  ftead.     The  exertions  of  this 

i  day  will  call  forth  events,  which  will  make  -a  very  dif- 

■!  fcrent  fpirit  neceflary  for  our  falvation.     Whoever  fup- 

r  pofes,  that  {houts  and  hofannas  will  terminate  tjie  trials 

of  the  day,  entertains  a  childifti  fancy. .  We  muft  be 

\   grofsly  ignorant  of  the  importance  and  vajue'  of  the 

►    prize  for  which  we  contend ;  we  muiJ  be  eqiially  igno- 

Z  a  rant 
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rant  of  the  power  of  thofe  who 


vs;  we  muft  be 
infatiable  reve 
and  private, 
Ihall  end  this  c 
conflifts— to 
pillar 


>r 
tter 


por. 


will  van 


c  id  againil 

nd  to  tl      Li£(4Jivv>  i«»i-L^acyj  and 

"  h  te  our  enen\ies   public  J 

in  our  bofom^  to  hope  that  wc^ 

the  fliarpeft,  tiic  fharpcft  , 

it  popular  refolves,  po- ! 

r      :      ations,  and  popular  va- 

§       4    Let  us  confider  the  iflue,  J 

c         Let  us  weigh  and  confider, 

t         r     .lares,  which  muft  bring 

ftruggle  this  country 


Tl 


fternoon  the  queftion  is^ 
former  refoluttons  with 
J  be  landed  ?*'  It  pafles 


Let  us  look  to  t     e 
before  we  advance      t 
on  the  mbft  trying 
ever  faw." 

About  three  o'clock  in  t 
put,  ^^  will  you  abide  by  y 
refpeft  to  not  fuffering  the  t 
in  the  affirmative^  7?em,  i 

Mr.  Rotch  is  ordered  to  make  a  proteft,  and  procure 
a  pafs  for  his  vefiel.  He  waits  upon  the  governor  ac 
Milton,  who  offers  to  give  hi  i  a  letter  to  the  admiral 
for  proteftion,  which  he  de<  ;s,  fearing  in  that  cafq 
the  rage  of  the  people,  and  being  in  no  concern  about 
his  Ihip,  as  that  is  not  the  objeft  of  rcfentment,  but  the 
tea.  He  intimates  to  the  governor,  tliat  fome  of  the 
leaders  of  the  people  wilh  t]ie  fliip  to  go  down  and  be 
flopped  at  the  caftle, '"  for  then  they  will  be  rid  of  the  J 
affair,  and  may  fay  they  have  one  all  in  their  power/' 
While  Mr.  Rotch  is  abfent;,  the  fpeakers  in  the  meet- 
ing keep  the  people  together  by  engaging  their  attention 
till  he  returns,  which  is  before  fix  o'clock^  when  he  in- 
forms the  body,  that  upon  applying  to  the  governor  for 
a  pafs,  he  received  for  anfwer,  "  I  cajinot  give  you  ^M 
pafs  confiftent  with  the  laws  and  my  '    ;       the  king,' 

unlcis  , 
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nnlefs  the  veflel  is  properly  qualified  frpm  the  cuftom- 
houfe."     Upon  this  there  is  a  great  deal  of  dilputing, 
when  a  perfon  difguifed  like  an  Indian,  gives  the  war- 
whoop  in  the  front  gallery,  where  there  are  few  if  any 
befides  himfclf.     Upon  this  fignal  it  is  moved  and  voted 
that  the  meeting  be  immediately  diflblved.     The  people 
crowd  out  and  run  in  numbers  to  Griffin's  wharf.     At 
the  fame  inftant,  a  number  of  perfons,  chiefly  mafters 
of  vefTels  and  fhip-builders  from  the  north  end  of  the 
town,  about  feventeen,  though  judged  to  be  many  more 
as  they  run  along,  crofs  Fort-hill,  dreffed  as  Indians, 
■•    and  repair  to  the  tea  fhipsi  and  in  about  two  hours  hoift 
out  of  them  and  break  open  342  chefts  of  tea,  and 
'    difcharge  their  contents  into  the  fait  water.     They  are  ■• 
I  not  in  the  leaft  molefted.     The  multitude  of  fpeftators 
f    upon  and  about  the  wharf,  ferves  as  a  covering  party. 
r  The  whole  bufinefs  is  conduced  with  very  little  tumult, 
t  and   no  damage  done  to  the  veflels  or  any  other  pro- 
perty :  when  finifhed,  the  people  return  quietly  to  their 
own  towns  and  habitations. 

Prior  to  the  deftrudlion  of  the  tea,  captain  Loring  in 

a  brig,  being  the  fourth  and  laft  vefTel  on  the  Eafl-India 

Company's  account,  was  caft  alhore  at  Cape  Cod ;  and 

what  tea  was  faved,  has  been  conveyed  to  the  caftle. 

The  arrival  of  the  tea-fhips  firft  at  Bofton,  the  con- 

^  fignees  refufing  to  refign,  though  they  had  the  example 

',  of  others  to  induce  them,  and  the  governor's  refolution 

to  pay  no  regaixi  to  the  voice  of  the  public,  brought  on 

\  the  deftruftion  of  the  t-ea.     The  fons  of  liberty  were 

J  fenfiblc,  that  if  it  was  landed  and  ftored,  it  would  fome 

I  how  or  other  obtain  a  fale ;  and^  that  the  virtue  of  the 

'^  j:^o})le,  to  decline  Uuyin^  and  ufjig  a  commodity  to 

Z  3  ^hich 
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which  they  were  fo  attached  from  lo^  habit^  was 

too  precarious  a  ground  on  which  to  riiK  tnc  lalvation  of 
their^  countiy.  They  have' he  n  obliged,  but  with  the 
utmoft  reluftance,  to  ve^tu  jpon  a  defperate  remedy. 
Many  of  their  friends,  who  are  not  acqu:iin ted  with  cir- 
cumftances  or  do  not  attend  to  them,  may  be  ready  to^ 
cenfure  them  feverely.  But  I  ad  the  tea  been  landed, 
the  union  of  the  colonies  in  oppofing  the  minifterial 
fchemes  would  have  been  diflblved  j  and  it  would  have 
been  extremely  difficult  ever  after  to  have  reftored  it. 
The  fulfilment  of  their  folemn  declaration,  that  the  tea 
fhould  not  be  landed,  though- in  a  way  which  would  not 
have  been  chofen  had  any  other  effeftual  one  offered^ 
has  fecured  them  the  good  opinion  and  confidence  of 
their  co-patriots  in  other  parts.  The  governor  has  that 
influence  with  the  confignees,  that  he  could  undoubtedly 
have  prevailed  on  them  to  refign ;  but  he  has  encouraged 
them  to  the  contrary:  and  therefore  what  he  has  written, 
"It  has  been  abfolutely  out  of  my  power  to  prevent 
the  deftruftion  of  the  tea,  without  conceding  to  the  un- 
reafonable  demands  of  a  lawlefs  fct  of  men,  and  thereby 
giving  government  up  and  rendering  myfelf  obnoxious 
to  my  fovereign,"  will  fcarce  be  admitted  as  a  fufficicnf 
juflification.  Sovereigns  then  elves,  upon  fpecial  emer- 
gencies, wifely  give  place  to  the  opinions  and  wiihes  of 
their  fubjedls  y  but  are  often  difgrated  and  forced  inEo 
difficulties^  through  the  want  of  like  wifdom  in  their, 
reprefentatives.  Had  the  governor  given  a  pafs  for  the 
ftiip  in  the  prefent  inftance,  he  would  not  have  been 
Viewed  by  confiderate  perfons,  as  breaking  either  the 
m  or  his  oath.  Cafes  offer j  w^^n.  fl-^^rnre  laws  aiwl 
hs  of  office  are  required  to  give  [\c  fuprcme 

^  law 
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law  of  focicty,  the  fafety  of  the  community.  Had  he 
looked  back  to  the  time  of  the  ftamp-aft,  he  would 
probably  have  found  many  precedents  of  fhips  having 
permits  from  his  predeceflbr  in  office.  Sir  Francis  Ber- 
nard, to  pafs  the  caftle  without  being  duly  qualified  for 
want  of  ftamps ;  and  yet  the  granting  them  did  not 
render  Sir  Francis  obnoxious  to  his  fovereign.  But  the 
truth  was,  Mr.  Hutchinfon  had  repeatedly  urged  govern-  ' 
ment  at  home  to  be  firm  and  perfevering  j  this  was  a 
favorite  topic  on  which  he  was  often  infilling;  he  him- 
•felf  therefore  could  not  think  of  yielding :  and  then  he 
^ould  not  believe  that  the  people  were  determined  at  all 
adventures  to  perfeft  their  engagements  j  but  expefted 
that  when  the  critical  moment  came,  they  would  defift. 
Whereas  when  that  moment  came,  and  the  tea  on  board 
i  the  Dartmouth,  captain  Hall,  was  in  danger  of  being 
I  feized  and  fecured  by  the  cuftom-houfe  officers,  who 
might  have  been  fupported  by  admiral  Montague,  the 
fons  of  liberty  projeded  the  deftruftion  of  it  in  the* 
manner  above  related :  and  in  order  to  rhake  Ihort  work 
of  the  whole  bufinefs,  and  prevent  their  repeating  the 
preceding  formalities,  they  difi  not  confine  their  opera- 
tions to  the  tea  on  board  the  Dartmoutli,  but  extended 
them  to  the  teas  brought  in  afi:erward  by  captains  Bruce 
;ind  Ccffin. 

Som.e  expeft  that  the  deftru6lion  of  the  tea  will  iffuei  • 
in  the  defl:ru6tion  of  the  charter^  which  will  make  the  \ 
inhabitants  of  the  colony  furious  beyond  expreffion.  Qnjc 
gentleman,  apprehenfive  of  the  fatal,  confequences  that 
\  will  follow  upon  the  parliament's  meddling  with  the 
^  charter,  the  great  darling  of  the  people,  has  written 
?  freely  and  fnlly  upon  the  fubjedt  to  his  porreipondent, 
\  Z  4  •  aq 
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an  influential  mem 
firous  of  learning  t 
'  rate  party,  and  of  i 
into  the  polidcs        t 
of  them  'p  but  has      : 
dignatiori  and  the 
being  deprived  of  t 
(whom  Mr.  Hutch 
for  his  good  CO     u£t 
of  the  foldiers 
March  1770)  told 
friend  to  governnacnt  a 


int         ,  ,  being  d« 

n         itir  tore  mode- 

1  e  not  plunged  themfelves 

I  s  converfcd  with  fev^ral 

:  .  them  the  warmeft  in-^ 

r        merit  at  the  thought  of 

C  *     A  major  in  the  militia 

:d  with  the  commiffion, 

I  of  the  jury  on  the  trial 

perfons  on  the  5th  of  . 

I,  ';        ,  you  know  that  I  am  , 

to  fupport  it  I  bu;  if  rher 

charter^  I  will  fight  uj 

ce  of  it."     The  gentle- 


of. 

i 


I- 

i 


Js  an  attempt  to  take        y 
to  my  knees  in  blood-  in  dt 

man  lias  perceived  fuch  a'  fpirk  to  predominate  among 
all  the  people,  that  he  has  judged  it  right  to  communi- 
cate his  knowledge  to  Sir  Francis  Bernard,  and  to  aC' 
quaint  him  with  his  apprehenfions  as  to  the  fatal  confe- 
quences  which  will  follow  upc  the  adoption  of  violent 
meafures.  He  has  written  alfo  to  another  friend  upon 
the  fubjeft,  jn  hope  that  the  intelligence  will  get  to  the 
miniftry,  and  proye  beneficial  to  the  public,  by  pre- 
venting harlh  proceedings-  At  Charleftown  the  Caroti 
linians  have  unloaded  the  tea,  ;  nd  ftored  it  in  cellars, 
where  it  cannot  be  ufed,  and  where  it  will  finally  perifhf 

Let  me  pafs  from  hence  to  relate  the  doings  of  the; 
Majfacbufetts  aflembly  relpefting  the  judges,  which  you. 
will  probably  pronounce  intemperate. 

The  houfe  being  informed,  that  each  of  the  jud^ 
rcfufed  to  take  more  than  one  half  of  the  fum  granted 
them  the  laft  year,  which  they  confidered  as  implying 
on  the  part  of  the  judges,  a  detcm  ■  accept  of 

their' 
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their  fupport  from  the  crown,  refolved,  "  That  it  is  the  . 
incumbent  duty  of  the  judges  explicitly  to  declare, 
whether  they  are  determined  to  receive  the  grants  of  the 
general  aflembly  or  to  accept  of  their  fupport  from  the 
crown;  and  their  delaying  any  longer  to  let* the  public 
know  their  determination,  will  difcover  that  they  haye 
little  or  no  regard  for  the  peace  and  welfare  of  the  pro- 

,  vince  :  and  in  luch  jcafe  it  will  be  the  indilpenfable  duty 
pf  the  commons  of  this  province  to  impeach  them  be- 
fore the  governor  and  council."    Four  of  the  judges,  177** 

;  in  the  beginning  of  February,  acquainted  the  houfe  thai; 
they  had  received  their  whole  falary  granted  th^  by 

,    the  general  court,  and  not  any  part  of  the  grant  i(mi^^ 

/    by  the  crown,  and  that  they  were  determined  ftill  to  re-? 

I    ceive  the  grants  of  the  general  aflembly;  which  was 

'   pronounced  fatisfaftory.     But  the  chief  juftice,   Peler 
Oliver  efqj  fent  them  a  letter  informing  them.  That  5* 
fmce  being  upon  the  bench  feventeen  years,  he  had  fuf- 

■  |ered  above  three  thoufand  pounds  fterling;  that  he  had 
been  encouraged  not  to  refign  with  the  hope  of  a  fup- 
port, but  had  never  been  relieved ;  that  he  had  taken 
his  majefty's  grant  from  the  5th  of  July  1772  to  the. 
5th  of  January  1774,  and  that  without  his  majcfly'a 
Ipave  he  dare  not  rcfufe  it. 

The  houfe  refolved,  "  That  Peter  Oliver  hath,  by  lus  "•  "* 
conduft,  prpved  himfelf  an  enemy  to  the  conftitution  of 
this  province,  an^i  is  become  juftly  obnoxious  to  the. 
good  people  of  it ;  that  he  ought  to  be  removed  from 
the  office  of  chief  juftice ;  and  that  a  remonftrance  and 
petition  to  the  governor  and  council  for  his  immediate 
removal  be  prepared"— yeas  96— nays  9.  " 

The 


I 


34^  THEHISTORVOFT 

Feb.      The  houfe  propofed  to  €x]ii  >f  impeach- 

mcnt,  in  their  own  nai  id  ,^.e  ^x«^i*^  v./  all  the  in- 
habitants of  the  provi  *y  i  ift  the  chief  jufticc.  Ha 
excellency  excepted  to  the  proceedings  of  the  houfe  as 
tinconftitutional  i  for  which  ;afon  he  could  not  give 
them  any  countenance* 

Mar.  They  prepared  articles  of  high  crimes  and  mifde- 
nieanors  againft  the  chief  jufticcj  to  prefcnt  to  his  ex- 
cellency and  the  council,  in  which  they  faid^  "  The 
falary  and  hopes  of  augmentation  muft  have  the  effed 
of  a  continual  bribe,  and  expofe  him  to  a  violation  of 
his  oath.  His  accepting  hath  betrayed  the  bafenefs  of 
his  heart  and  the  luft  of  covetoufnefs,  in  breach  of  his 
engagements  to  rely  folely  on  the  grants  of  the  aflemblyj 
neceflarily  implied  and  involved  in  his  accepting  faid 
office.  By  receiving  z  grant  out  of  the  revenue  unjuftly 
extorted  from  the  American  colonies,  he  hath^  as  far  aJ 
lay  in  his  power,  put  a  fand  n  on  and  eftabliflied  the 
faid  revenue,  counter-afted  the  reafonable  petitions  of 
the  people  to  his  majefty,  and  in  defiance  of  the  known 
fenfe  of  the  body  of  this  people^  hath  wickedly  endea- 
voured to  increafe  the  difcontent  and  jealoufies  of  this 
people  and  the  grievance  aforementioned." 

It  was  refolved,  ^  That  the  houfe  have  done  all  that 
in  the  capacity  of  reprefentatives  can  be  done  for  the 
removal  of  Peter  Oliver;  and  it  muft  be  prefumed, 
that  the  governor's  refufing  to  take  any  meafures  therein 
is  b'ecaufe  he  alfo  receives  his  fiipport  from  the  crown,** 
It  rs  not  to  be  thought,  that  the  leading  gentlemen  h 
thefe  proceedings  expefted  to  obtain  the  removal  of  the 
chief  juftice :  but  by  the  help  of  them,    '  y  rendered 
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hini  and  the  governor  more  and  naore  obnoxious  to  the 
bcdy  of  the  people  j  added  to  the  dignity  and  impor- 
tance of  the  houfe  in  the  eyes  of  the  reprefentatives,  by 
placing  them  upon  an  apparent  level  with  the  houfe  of 
commons  in  Britain;  and  preferved  the  general  aniw 
mofity  againft  minifterial  meafures  from  falling  into  a? 
decline. 

The  real,  genuine  fentiments  of  the  profcfled  patriots 
may  be  defiredj  let  me  therefore  mention,  that  thelt 
are  divided  in  wifh  and  opinion.     The  great  bo^  of 
them  through  the  feveral  colonies  and  even  in  this,  aim- 
at  no  more  than  the  removal  of  all  the  innovations  fince 
the  expiration  of  the  war.     They  want  to  have  matters:  ^ 
revert  back  to  the  ftate  in  which  they  were  when  the    '/ 
peace  commenced ;  and  to  be  fixed  in  that  ftate.    They   ' 
wifh  moft  ardendy  to  continue  in  union  with  Grcac 
Britain ;  and  abhor  the  thought  of  a  feparation.     They 
judge  that  it  would  be  neither  fafe  nor  beneficial ;  thatr 
it  is  infinitely  more  eligible  to  have  the  proteftion  of 
the  mother  country,  and  to-  remain  under  her  fhadow  j. 
and  that  no  greater  happinefs  can  be  enjoyed  by  them,, 
than  a  thorough  reftoration  of  harmony  and  afiedtioa 
between  them  and  the  parent  ftate,  fo  as  to  6bliterate 
the  remembrance  di  all  pa^  animofity.     But  there  are 
a  few  in  this  colony  who  hanker  after  independency,  f.^ 
and  will  be  likely  to  bend  their  whole  influence  for  the 
obtaining  of  it,  whenever  there  is  the  leaft  opening  to 
encourage  their  efforts.     At  the  head  of  thefe  we  rnuft 
place  Mr.  Samuel  Adamsy  who  has  long  fince  faid,  in  V 
(    fmall  confidential  companies—^*  The  country  fhall  be 
\    independent,  and  we  will  be  fatisfied  with  nothing  fhort 
'r    of  it/'    At  one  time  his  influence  was  fmaU,  owing  to  ' 
\  '    defcfts 

\ 
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defefts  in  pecuniary  mattersj  eJpecially  as  collector  of 
the  tax?s  for  Bofton,  in  which  office  he  fcrved  for  years* 
He  V9Z&  accountable  to  the  town  for  between  one  and 
two  thoufand  pounds;  but  a  great  part  of  it  had  never 
been  gathered.     What  with  Jiot  prefTing  the  payment  of 
the  taxes  in  tinne,  ais  is  too  generally  the   cafe ;    not 
calling  when  the  money  liappened  to  be  ready  and  other 
cafiralties,  no  inconfiderable  fum  was  loft.     His  necef- 
'  fities  probably  (for  he  appears  to  be  addifted  to  no  cxm 
travagahces)  urged  him  to  fuppiy  himfelf^  time  after 
tiiiie,  from  the  cafh  in  )iandj  without  attending  to  the 
accumulation  of  the  balance  agaijift  liim^  till  called  upon 
to  fetde.     The  town  had   fcveral  meetings  upon  the 
bufinefs;  at  length,  by  the  exertion  of  his  fiiends>  a 
m^ority  was  obtained  for  the  r^linquifhment  of  the  dtM 
fnand  upon  him.     Since  his  firft  elecl:toii  into  the  houfe^ 
in   1765,  his  influence  has  been  gradually  increafing> 
V  until  he  has  obtained  a  great  afcendency  in  direding  the 
'town  of  Bofton,  and  the  hoiife  of  reprefcntatives,  and 
confequently  the  council.     His  abilities  and  policy  will 
ibfter  the  idea  of  independency^  by  the  aids  of  thofc 
rery.  feverities  the  miniftry  may  adopt,  in  order  to  com-]] 
pel  the  colonies  into  a  fubmiflion  to  parliamentary  auJ 
thority  in  all  cafes  whatever- 
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LETTER      VIIL 


Londoity  July  i,  1774.    ' 

npHE  letters  fent  over  fo  the  Maffachufetts  by  Df/ 
^  Franklin  have  produced  a  duel  between  .Mr. 
Whateley  the  banker,  brother  to  the  late  fecretary  to  the 
treafury,  and  John  Temple  efq;  in  which  the  former  was 
dangeroufly  wounded.  This  has  led  the  dodlor  to  in- 
form  the  public,  that  both  the  gentlemen  are  totally^ 
ignorant  and  innocent,  as  to  the  tranfa6tion  and  its  dr-; 
cumftances  about  which  they  fought.  He  declarer  that 
I  he  alone  was  the  perfon  who  obtained  and  tranfmitteA 
to  Bofton  the  letters  in  queftion,  and  fays — "  Mr.  W. 
could  not  communicate  them,  becaufe  they  were  never, 
in  his  poffeffion ;  and  for  the  fame  reafon  they  cpuld 
not  be  taken  from  him  by  Mr.  T."  The  doflor  jufti-: 
fies  his  own  conduft,  and  concludes  with  telling  die;  • 
world,  he  "  thought  it  his  duty  to  tranfmit  them  to  his 
conftituents."  But  if  they  Ayere  fent  over  to.  be  com- 
municated to  a  few  confidential  gentlemen  only,  infliead 
of  being  addrefled  to  the  fpeaker  of  the  affembly,  or 
one  of  the  committee  appointed  to  correfpond  with  him,. 
with  orders  to  lay  them  before  the  houle,  how  were  they 
tranjmitted  to  his  ccnjiituents  ?  There  is  fomething 
myfterious  in  this  bufinefs,  which 'it  is  apprehended  will; 
not  bear  a  difcovery  at  prefent.  It  is  fufpefted  that  the 
letters  were  procured  out  of  feme  public  office  i  and  tha^v 

.Mr. 
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Mr.  Temple  is  not  fo  perfeftly  ignorant  of  all  circum-- 
fiances  as  the  doftor's  language  fcenis  to  exprefs, 
]|774^  The  merits  of  the  petition  >  prefented  fome  time  ago 
29/  by  the  doftor  as  agent  for  die  Ma/Tachufetts,  pj'aying  for 
the  removal  of  the  governor^  canne  on  to  be  heard  be- 
fore the  privy  council.  It  is  reported,  that  Mr,  TV^ 
m^  — .,  wandering  from  the  proper  queftion  before  their 
lordlhips,  poured  forth  fuch  a  torrent  of  virulent  abufe 
on  Dn  Franklin  as  fcarce  ever  before  took  phce  in  judi- 
cial proceedings.  His  reproaches  appeared  to  fome  prc- 
fent  to  be  incompatible  with  the  principles  of  law,  truth, 
Juftice,  propriety  and  humanity.  And  it  was  thought  it 
would  have  rectounded  more  to  the  honor  of  their  lord- 
lhips>  had  they  feemed  to  enjoy  Icfs  the  laihes  which 
the  doftor  underwent  i  and  had  they  expreflfcd  their  dif- 
fetisfadtion  by  reducing  the  orator  to  the  rejnembrance 
of  the  exalted  charaiElers  before  whom  he  uttered  fuch 
language.  The  petition  was  difmifled,  and  the  dodor 
is  dyplaced  from  the  office  of  deputy  poftmafter  general 
§cff  the  colonies.  The  philofophcr  may  recoiled  in 
ibme  future  day  the  liberties  taken  with  him  before  the 
privy  council  oft  the  twenty-ninth  of  January,  and  take 
ample  revenge  on  Britifh  ministers  and  courtiers. 
Mar.  A  meflage  from  his  majefty^  on  account  of  the  late 
^'  difturbances  in  America^  was  prefented  to  bodi  houfes. 
Particular  mention  was  made  of  the  outrage  committed 
by  thie  people  at  Bofton.  Matters  arc  now  brought  to 
a  crifis,  and  miniftry  are  bent  upon  vigorous,  fpirited 
meafures.  To  prevent  oppofition  from  the  merchants, 
the  public  papers  were  filled  with  writings  on  the  fubjed, 
which  painted  the  mifconduft  of  the  colonics  in  die 
ftrongeft  colours,  and  urged  in  particular  the  impoflibiliry 
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of  the  future  exiftence  of  any  trade  to  America,  if  thds 
flagrant  outrage  on  commerce,  as  it  is  pronounced,  went 
unpunifhed.     Thefe  with  other  endeavours  had  the  pO^ 
pofed  eflfeft.     The  refentment  againft  the  Americana-^'* 
became  as  high  and  as  ftrong  as  could  be  defired,  withitt    " 
the  houfc :  but  the  ftorm  was  to  be  diredlcd  againft  the 
Maffachujetts.     The  minifter,  in  debate,  ftated  that  the 
oppofition  to  the  authority  of  parliament  had  alway*. 
originated  in  that  colony  \  and  that  that  colony  had  al« 
ways  been  inftigated  to  fuch  conduft,  by  the  irregular 
and  feditious  proceedings  of  Bofton.     It  was  beconae    C: 
neceffary  therefore  to  begin  with  that  town.    He  had 
forgot,  or  would  not  mention,  that  the  violent  oppofitioa 
to  the  ftamp-a£t  originated  in  Virginia- 
Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  for  the  immediate  14* 
removal  of  the  officers  concerned  in  the  coUedion-of  the. 
cuftoms  from  Bofton,  and  to  difcondnue  the  laiiding, 
and  difcharging,  lading  and  fhipping  of  goods,,  warei? 
and   merchandifes,   at  Bofton   or  within  the  harbour 
thereof/-     At  the  firft  introduftion  of  the  bill  it  was  re- 
ceived with  general  applaufe.     Mr*  Bollan  however,  pe- 
titioned to  be  heard  for  the  Maffachufetts  council,  ai?d; 
in  behalf  of  himfelf,  and  other  inhabitants  of  Boftpn« 
The  commons  refufed  to  admit  his  petition,  though  x 
few  days  back  they  had  received  one  from  him  as  agent    .    ^ 
for  the  council.     The  lords  were  aftually  hearing,  him 
on  a  petition,  as  a  perfon  duly  qualified.     On  the  third 
reading  of  the  bill,  another  petition  was  prefented,  in 
the  name  of  feveral  natives  and  inhabitants  of  North 
America ;  which  infifted  ftrongly  on  the  injuftice  of  the 
aft,  and  its  tendency  to  alienate  the  affeftions  of  Ame-  I 
ricai    and  exprefsly  declared,   that  the  attachment  of  ' 

America 
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Y  America  could  not  long  furvive  the  juftice  of  GreaP 
Britab.    The  minority  members  maintained,  thatthe- 
bill  ftood  (imply  as  a  profcription  of  one  of  Ac  greateft- 
trading  towns  in  the  Bridfh  dominions  from  the  ufe  of 
their  port,  and  from  all  the  commerce  hy  which  them* 
fends  obtained  their  bread.    "  Have  we  not  (fay^thcy) 
given  an  extent  of  power  to  his  m^efly  to  prtweat  Ae 
port  of  Bofton  from  ever  being  reinftated,  if  die  kwg' 
Ihould  think  proper  ?    A  fine  is  laid  j  the  trade  is  p(o-- 
hibited  until  it  is  paidj  and  when  the  fine  is  paid^  Ae 
town  may  be  as  far  from  recoverbg  her  trade  as  ever. ' 
The  aft  provides,  that  the  crown  muft  have  Ikdsfiiftioii^ 
and  that  the  laws  of  trade  and  revenue  fhall  be  obqfed. 
There  is  a  fling  in  this.     The  aft  under  pretence  df  tni' 
indemnity  to  the  Eaft  India  Company,  is  nieant  to  en- 
force the  fubmiflion  to  taxes.     America  will  fee  tiisi' 
,  and  the  caufe  of  Bofton  will  be  made  die  caufe  of  dl  * 
/  ^  the  colonies.     They  arc  all  as  guilty  as  B<^on.     Nor' 
one  has  received  the  tea:  fome  have  dcftroyedit,  otiuifS" 
fent  it  back.'*    But  all  oppofition  was  ineflfeftual;^  far' 
the  projefted  mealures  of  government  w^»e  imnrtutaUb.  ^ 
The  bill  paffed;  and  was  carried  up  to  the  houfii  of' 
lords.  Where  it  was  warmly  debated,  but,  as  in  the  hode 
of  commons,  paffed  without  a  divifion. 
Mar.       It  received  the  royal  affent. 

The  Bofton  port-bill  formed  only  one  part  of  the  co^- 
ercive  plan  propofed  by  miniftry.     A  bill  was  foon-' 
brought  in  for  "  the  better  regulating  the  govemmoit 
of  the  Maflachufetts-bay."     The  purport  of  it  was,  to 
alter  the  conftiturion  of  the  province,  to  take  the  wiipfe ' 
executive  power  out  of  the  hands  of  the  detnocratie 
part,  and  to  veft  the  nomination  of  counfcllors,  judgesi 

and 
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and  magiflrates  of  all  kinJsy  including  ihcriSfs,  in  the 
crown,  and  in  fome  cafes  in  the  king*s  governor,  and 
all  to  be  removable  at  the  pleafure  of  the  crown.. 

In  the  debates  it  was  afked  of  minifby,  whether  the 
colonies  already  regulated  nearly  in  the  manner  propofed 
by  the  bill,  were  more  fubmiflive  to  .the  fight  of  t$x- 
ation  than  the  Maflachufetts.  It  was  juftly  argufid,  that 
the  difordef  lay  much  deeper  than  the  forms  of  govern- 
ment ;  that  the  people  throughout  the  continent  were 
univerfaily  diflatisficd  j  and  th^t  the  uneafinefe  and  re- 
fiftance  was  no  lefs  in  tht  royal  governments  than  in  any 
other.  Mr.  Bollan  again  made  an  effort  in  favor  of  lua 
province ;  but  the  commons  refufed  to  receive  his  pecU 
tion.  The  miniftry  having  carried  tl>e  prccediog  bill, 
prepared  another,  without  which,  it  was  &id,  the  fchenoe 
would  be  entirely  defe6live. 

Lord  North  prefented  the  third  bill  "  for  the  impar-  April 

tial  adminiftration  of  jufticc  in  the  caf^s  of  pcribns  *'* 

xjucftioned  for  any  afts  done  by  them  in  the  executioa. 

.of  the  law,  or  for  the  fupprcffion  of /iocs  and  tumuks 

in  the  Majfachufeffs-hay"     This  bill  provided,  that  in 

I  cafe  any  perfon  was  indifted  in  thzt  province  for  murder^ 

f  or  any  other  capital  offence,  and  it  Ihould  appear  to  tbe> 

i  governor  that  the  fad  was  conrtmitted  in  the  dcercifc 

f.  or  aid  of  magiftracy,  in  fuppreffing  tumults  aodrioCfe 

J   and  that  a  fair  trial  could  not  be  had  in  the  province,  he 

*   fiiould  fend  the  perfon  fo  indided,  &c.  to  apy  other 

\:  colony,  or  to  Great  Britain  to  be  tried.     The  charge  on 

■:   both  fides  was  to  be  paid  out  of  the  cuftoms.     The  mi^ 

"  nority  oppofed  this  bill  with  great  vehemence.     TJiey 

infifted  that  having  no  fort  of  reaibofor  impeaching  tht 

tribunals  of  America,  the  real  intention  was  to  Yet  v^ 

Vol.  I.  A  a  "  a  mjli- 
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a  military  government^  ind  to  provide  a  virtual  iiklenv 
nity  for  all  the  murders  and  capital  outrages.  wMcb 
might  be  committed  by  the  barbarbus  hands  of:  autho- 
rity. From  the  impoiEbility  of  profecud^g  in  Great 
Britain,  they  ftrenuou^  maintained  that  dus  was  hdbd* 
ing  out  encouragement  for  all  kinds  of  lawlcis  vk>leiict. 
Colonel  Barrels  fpeech  upon  the  occafion  commanded 
the  attention  of  the  whole  houfe,  and  cloied  admin^, 
with  "  You  have  changed  your  ground.  You ,  ait 
becoming  the  aggrellbrs,  and  offering  the  laft  of  buman 
outrages  to  the  people  of  America,  by  fubjefting  them 
in  effedt,  to  military  execution.  Inftead  of  fending  tfacm 
the  olive  branch,  you  have  fent  the  naked  iword.  By 
the  olive  branch,  I  mean  a  repe4  of  all  the  bte  km, 
fruidefs^  to  you  and  oppreffiv^  to  them.  Aik  Atk  tid 
in  a  conititutional  manner,  and  they  will  give  it  4&  the 
utmoft  of  their  abiliiy.  They  never  yet  rdu&d  hi  whca 
properly  required.  Your  journals  bear  the  recordol 
acknowledgmentsof  the  zeal  with  which  they  have  coo- 
;tributed  to  the  general  neceflities  of  the  ftate,  Whft 
madnefs  is  it  that  prompts  you  to  attempt  obtaining  that 
by  force,  which  you  may  more  certainly  procure  by;  j«- 
-quifitlon.  They  may  be  flatterfed  into  any  things . fade 
they  are  too  much  like  yourfclves  to  be  driven*  HtiS 
fome  indulgence  for  your  own  likenelss  reipeft  tfaw 
fturdy  Englifh  virtue ;  retraft  your  odious  exertioos.of 
authority;  and  remember  that  the  fiift  ftep  Jtowaid 
making  them  contribute  to  your  wants,  is  to  rcqpntik 
them  to  your  government."  ;  . ,  . 

The  .publications  of  the  day  quote  an  okl  meml^, 
rarely  in  oppofition,  as  having  clofed  his  fpeediriVkh 
thefe  renurkablc  words-  »*^  I  will  now  take  mjF  kawt  of 

.  :  I    '  '  .die 
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the  whole  pian*     You  will  commence  your  ruin  ftom 
this  day.     I  am  forry  to  fay,  that  not  only  the  houie  X 
has  fallen  into  this  error,  but  the  people  approve  of  the 
meafure.     The  people,  I  am  forry  to  fay  it,  are  mifled. 
But  a  fliort  time  will  prove  the  evil  tendency  of  tljas 
bill.     If  ever  there  was  a  nation  running  headlong  into 
ruin  it  is  this.''     It  is  much  queftion^d  by  many  whc^ 
ther  the  member  did  not  miftake  in  faying — the  people. 
The  fame  natives  of  America,  who  petitioned  againft  Mjy 
the  Bofton  port-bill,  renewed  their  endeavours  by  a  pc-  *' 
tition  againft  thefe  two  bills.     It  was  pointed  with  an 
uncommon  energy  and  fpirit;  and  ftrongly  indicated 
the  effefts  that  thefe  bills  would  produce  in  the  place 
where  they  were  intended  to  operate.     It  was  admitted 
to  lie  on  the  table,  and  had  no  other  nbtice  taken  of  it. 

Both  bills  were  oppofed  in  the  houfe  of  lords^  and  the 
minority  entered  on  each  a  very  ftrong  proteft.  On 
both  however  in  each  houfe,  the  number  of  the  minority 
continued  all  along  very  low  and  inadequate.  Mr.  BoUan 
applied  for  a  hearing  in  the  houfe  of  lords  upon  the  laft 
bill,  but  was  refufed.  He  has  ftood  up  in  defence  of 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  Maflachufctts  when  no 
'  other  of  the  numerous  advocates  of  the  colonies,  out  of 
parliament,  have  appeared  to  check  the  .torrent  of  the 
moft  grievous  proceedings  againft  them,  in  like  manner^ 
by  their  learning  and  fortitude. 

Upon  the  firft  of  the  two  biUs,  the  protefting  lords 
\  Richmondy  Portlandy  Abingdoriy  King,  Effingham^  Ponfmiy^ 
\  Rockingham^  Abergavenny y  Leinjiery  Craveny  and  Fifzwil^ 
\  liamy  diffented  among  other  reafons,  "  becaufe  the  de-i 
►^  finitive  legal  offence,  by  which  a  forfeiture  of  the  charter 
;    is  incurred,  has  not  been  clearly  ftated  and  fully  provod; 

A  a  2  ^  cdthqp  ^ 


.  neichfcr  has  notUrt  cjf  this.adv^rfe  ^rdceeding  bef tf  i|i*ih« 
theptfrtics  affeftedj  neither  have  th^y  beefi  heard-Jft'*M* 
owfl  defence— -ibecaufe  all  the  judge!  aire  to  b*  ftoi»itiMNl^'' 

.  ^not  by  the  croMrn,  but  by  the  gowrnor  ^  aftd  aU^  exCclfittlV 

judges  i>f  the  fuperic*  Goiirt,  are  to  lie  remoVsibie  at  4u» 

pkafiv^,  and  exprefsly:  without  th€  confoit  of  thilt  yelf - 

council^  which  U  to  be  nominated  by  th^  kifigf  ^l* 

'     (heqfi*  is  itiadi^  t:hangpab}e  by^e  governor  ami  oouik^ 

.\    a&xiften  and  for  fuah  purpofes  as  tbey  ih^U  diink  Ofc^ 

dient^  whereby  the  governor  and  council  ar(f  iftirtiflwl 

with  powers,  with  which  th^  Britilh  ctinftitudon  hallM 

tnifted  his  .m^efty  and  privy  council,  and  h^vCthe'lMMi 

oC  rcturiang  fuch  a  jury  Ih  each  particukfcaufei  Mitmf 

.  beft  fuit  with  the  gr'Atificatiofr  of  their  ^flibite  ito*  il- 
ter^fts,  fo  that'  the  lives  and  {)roperties -^f  the  fyhjitGk.'tM 
put  int^  their  hands  without  conttoU"  The  {^^inffibg 
lords  took  occasion  to  merition  eoneeFning  did  -Bciiloft 
fjprt^afti  «^  that,-  uheijtttrtipled  on  the  redbMs  of  'parlil^ . 
m€Bty  it  had  -beeti  ehtered  on  the  journals  of  dtt'lMall 
4s  voi^di  fii^ifit  Sffefititntey  and  had  bceft  ftat6d4tt"<ft|l. 
debate  of  the  day,  iib  have  been  fent  to  the  colofiiesi-^i* 
.  pafled  without  a-divifiori  in  eiifhfer  houfey  arid  &eMf^ 
^cx)nveyingthfe  unci3fntr6v^ted  ohiverfal  fenfe  cf-^ 

.  nation':  and  that  an  unfair  advantage- had  been  tfdtttai 

.on^tbe  final  queftionioF  pafling  the penarbiU,  ^f ^ 

abfence  of  thofc  lords,  who  .'had  debated  it  for  fevrai 

i:  Ik^uFS,  ami4lix)ngly'cUffent  fromit  on  the  fecoad  rcid- 
;ing,  the^Tiod:on  wliich  kis  nioft  u&al  !0>  debate  tbk 
-principle  of  ^ feill.^!  '  •*  '•'    ."    - 

.  -On  ^lie  fecohd'  bill,  th*  proteftihg  torfs'  Jfefeto*l»lfe 

'^Fit±fwillkmy''P<infdfilyy-  K^Mff^my   P^tknJ^    OMoHif 

^flldbtecAufe  the  bill  amo*4nfe-io  a  declaration,  that  the 
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houif  knows.no  means  of  ■retaining  the  colonies  in.^^g.  .. 
obedience,  but  by  an  army  rendered  independent  of  the 
ordinary  courfe  of  law  in  the  place  where,  they  are  em-. 
ployed ;  becaufe  the  bill  feems  to.  be  one  of  th?  many, 
experintents  toward  an  introdu&ion  of  eflentialinnoi-^. 
vations  into  the  government  of  the  empire.'*,  They  faid 
"  The  authority  given  by  this  bill  Jto  compel  the  tranJf* 
portetion  from  America  to  Great  Britain,  of  any  nuip^i 
ber  of  witneffes-  at  the  pleafure  of  the  parti^es  profecutsjog 
and  profecuted,  without  any  regard  to  their  age,  fejt^ 
health,  circumftances,  bufmel^  w  duties,  feem*  to  u*  fS^ 
extravagant  in  its  principle,  and  fp  imprafticAbk  in  its 
execution,  as  to  confirm  us  further  in  our  opinioa..pf  tbi 
fpirit: which  animates  the  whole  fyftem.  of  the  ppcjfci^t 
American  regulations.**    .  .    -. 

His  majefty  gave  his  aflent  to  both  bills*     ....         ,M^r 
Tjfit  feflion  was  drawing  near  to  the  ulual  time  of  rCt 
cefs,  and  the  greater  number  of  the  members  were  re<» 
tired  into  the   country..    In  this   fituation  a  bill  was 
brought  into  the  houfe  of  lords,  "  For  making  more    •- 
cftedual  proyifipn  for  the  government  of  the  province 
of  ^el^ec  in  North  America."    It  paffed  through  thaif 
houfe  with  little  if  any  obfervation.     When,  it  oaoic 
down  to  the  houfe  of  commons,   it  met. with  a  ycjy 
different  reception.     The.  principal  pbjedfes  of  the  bill 
were,  to  afcertain  the  limits  of  the  province,  which  were 
extended  far  beyond  what  were  fettled  as  fuch  by -the      . 
king's  proclamation  of  1763 — to  form  a  legiflative  ogl^a?    • 
cil  for  all  the  ^fFfiirs  of  the  province^  except  taxation, 
which  council  wa$  to  be  appointed  by  the  crown,  a^d 
the  office  to  be  held  during  pleafure,  Qnd  his  majcfty'f 
Canadian  Ronaan  Catliolic  fubje.(3:8*i»:fe^\^a.  liC  ^t^tklei^    , . 

A  a  3  to 
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to  a  place  in  it—to  eftablifli  the  French  laws  and  a  ttifll 
wthout  jury  in  civil  cafes,  and  the  En^ifh  laws,  wWi 
trial  by  jury  in  criminal— and  to  fecure  to  the  Romaif 
Catholic  clergy,  except  the  regulars,  the  legal  enjoynient 
of  their  eftates,  and  of  their  tythes  from  all  who  were 
of  dieir  own  religion.  The  minority  infifted,  that  Ac 
Proteftant  religion  by  this  eftablilhment  enjoyed -at  bcft 
no  more  than  a  toleration.  "  The  popilh  clergy,"  thcjr 
faid,  *^  have  a  legal  parliamentary  right  to  maintenancCj 
the  proteftant  clergy  are  left  to  the  king*s  difcretion. 
Why  are  not  both  put  at  leaft  on  an  equal  footing,  and 
a  legal  fupport  provided  for  both  ?"  The  minority 
was  uncommonly  fmall ;  neverthelefs,  the  bill  produced 
much  greater  uneafinefs  and  difcontent  out  of  doors 
than  any  of  thofe  for  punifhing  the  old  colonies.  The 
prefent  policy  of  it  is,  among  other  things,  to  gun> 
through  the  influence  of  the  priefts,  the  affiftancc  of  die. 
laity  in  fubjugating  the  other  provinces. 
June  It  received  the  royal  affent,  when  his  majefty  went  to 
^^'  the  houfe  at  the  clofe  of  the  feflion ;  the  bufinefs  of  which 
being  ended,  the  miniftry  entertained  the  moft  (anguine 
cxpeftations,  that  the  fubmiffion  throughout  America 
would  be  immediate,  and  that  complete  obedience  tM 
tranquillity  would  be  fecured.  The  fpeech  frortt  die 
throne  expreflcd  fimilar  fentiments.  The  triumphs  arid 
mutual  congratulations  of  all  who  have  fupportcd  the 
minifterial  plan,  within  doors  and  without,  are  unufiially 
great.  Thefe  may  be  owing,  not  a  litde,  to  the  aft 
furances  that  governor  Hutchinfon  has  repeatedly  given 
to  many,  that  if  the  parii^ment  would  but  aft  with  refill 
lution,  and  adopt  fpirited  meafures,  a  fpecdy  fubmift 
fion  would  take  {dace  widxout  any  call  for  fig^hdn^ 
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By  the  Quebec  aft,  the  total  revenue  of  the  province: 
is  configned,  in  the  firft  inftance,  to  .a  warrai\t  from  the 
lord  of  the  treafury,  for  the  purpofe  of  penfioning  judges^ 
during  pleafure,  and  the  fupport  of  a  civil  lift  totally 
unlimited.     The  firft  lord  of  the  treafury,  without  con- 
trol of  parliament,   is  therefore  in  a6tual  poiSeflion  of 
the  revenues  of  one  American  province,  under  the  au- 
thority of  an  aft  of  parliament,  with  no  other  obliga- 
tion exprefled,  than  in  general  to  defray  the  expences  of 
the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  and  to  fupport  civil  go- 
vernment.    The  refidue,  as  in  the  tea-aft,  is  to  be  re- 
ferved  for  the  dilpofal  of  parliaments     The  government 
of  Quebec  is,  in  truth,  a  legal  parliamentary  dclpotifm 
committed  into  the  hands  of  the  crown  and  its  minifterj"^ 
for  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  is  conftituted  as  abfolute 
in  the  province,  under  an  aft  of  parliament,  as  any  de- 
Ipot  that  ever  exifted  in  the  world.     Hence  is  inferred 
what  minifters  would'^do  through  all  America,  did  they 
poffefs  the  power  ^. 
K    ,   Your  prefent  governor,  general  Gage^  has  been  ap- 
L  pointed  as  the  moft  proper  perfon  to  fee  to  the  execu-: 
I   tion  of  the  laws,  which  have  been  paffed  refpefting  both. 
I   the  colony  and  its  capital :  when  he  has  fettled  matters^ 
^  and  eftabliftied  order  and  due  fubmiffion  to  the  power 
J  of  parliament,  Mr.  Hutchinibn  is  to  return  and  refume 
,   the  chair.     The  laft  lince  his  arrival,  has  been  graci-r, 
-    oufly  received  :  his  influence  with  miniftry  will  continue,. 
.    till  events  convince  them  that  they  have  been  greatly' 
miftaken  in  relying  upon  his  judgment  on  Americlaa 
fubjefts.     A  commiflion  during  ple.afure  has  paffed  the 
gre^t  feal,  granting  to  general  Gage  full  power  and  au^ 
*  Mr,  Hartley, 

A  a  4  thoritjr, 
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\ 
Amtf^  ivhArehe  ifaiU  fee  canfe,  tb  pnikfiC^wd: mtdt 

aUtreaioD^  murders^  felome$>  crimes  and  mifilcrQenori 

iriiat&ever>  and  all' fines  or  penalties  ii^hadberariaciwi^^ 

in  the  M^a^h^em.  ;v  *»•:.  -.- 
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TH  £  appointment  ^  gemiral  Ga^i  tc>  thegoMm*. 
ment  was  not  thought  of  by  Mr/l&ftM^fcf.  ife 
e3q)e£ted  to  have  been  intrufted  with  the  cabccuiioB  V 
the  minifterial  plan;  and  was  rather  difixmeci led  iHmi 
he  found  it  to  be  otherwife.  'Befete  he  left  the.oDknjfv 
hc  was  prefcntcd  with  a  few  addrefles;  oae  by  ii 
ber  of  gentlemen,  conceived  in  vsery  re^peftftd': 
bot  agaitxft  which  niany  odiers  toterod  a  pmtdft^. 
he  at>|)iied  himfblf  vigonnifly  aad  iteadiiyy  tadiA 
ing  of  the  breach  between  the  colonies,  and  thar 
ftate,  inftead  of  calling  upon  tniniftry  to  £arqe  AfaAif' 
fion,  he  would  have  been  a  bk£^,  alid  liad  ttt*  lai^ 
of  aU;  but  now  it  wiH  be  well^  if  \it  does  hot  {Ktaret 
curfe  to  both  countries^  and  make  himfelf  odiboi  Odlfcp 
lateft  pofterity. 
May  When  gener^  Gage  kivded  en  the  long  wiuur^  ji  iJMi 
'^*  tl^ought  from  app^rances,  dmt  he  had  afspidieaiiait^l 
being  ill-treated  by  the  iliihibkaittSi  \m  ^^xO^^tKfi 
were  highly  incenfed  at  ^  port-bill,  whicli.  they  had 
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juft  received,  they  behaved  toward  him  widi  the  greatpft 
decency.  He  was  complimented  by  the  council,  the- 
gentlenaen  in  the  commiflion  of  the  peace,  aftd  others^ 
and  afterward  fumptuoufly  entertained. 

The  next  day  there  was  a  numerous  town-meeting  to 
confider  the  port-bill ;  when  they  rcfolved,  "  That  it  i* 
the  opinion  of  this  town,    that  if  the  other  colonies 
come  into  a  joint  refolution,  to  ftop  all  importation  from 
and  exportation  to  Great  Britain,  and  every  part  of  the 
Weft  Indies,  till  the  aft  be  repealed,  the  lame  will  prove 
the  falvation  of  North  America  and  her  liberties ;  and 
that  the  impolicy,  injuftice,  inhumanity,  and  crueky  oS 
die  aft,  exceed  all  our  powers . of  cxpreffion:  We  there- 
fore leave  it  to  the  juft  cenfure  of  others,  and  appeal  ta 
God  and  the  world."     Copies  of  the  aft  arrived  in  difw 
ferent  parts ;  were  multiplied  with  incredible  e3cpedifi<»j  x^^^^ 
and  circulated  through  the  colonics,  by  which  the  irhote    /•  ■ 
country  was  inflamed.     In  fome  places  they  were  prints 
cd  upon  mourning  paper  with  a.  black  .border,  and.  cried 
about  the  ftreets  under  the  tide  of  aiariarciis,  cruel, 
hhody  and  inhuman  murder :  in  odiers,  great  bodies-  of 
the  people  were  called  together  by  advertifement,  and 
the  obnoxious  law  burned  with  great  folemnity,  &nikr 
to  what  was  done  in  the  time  of  the  ftamp^aft. 

When  the  Bofton  port-biH  arrived  at  New  Ycric,  . 
captains  Sears  and  M'DougaU  wrote  to  the  comfxuttee 
at  Bofton,  affuring  them  of  the  ft^port  of  die  Jffew 
Yorkers.  The  letter  was  publifhed  without  their  names. 
The  Yorkers  would  have  fixed  a  cenfure  upon  them^ 
but  could  get  no  proof  of  their  being,  the  writers.  Cap- 
tains Scars  and  M^Dougall  called  the  people  togeth^ 
by  a  publication.    They  colkfted,  and  after  a  violent 

oppofition 


1 


i 


JjSt  TH^HISTORY      OF      THE 

oppofition  from  the  cones,  who  had  brought  their 
ftrength  upon  the  occafiorij  a  vote  was  obtained  for  ap- 
pointing a  conamitree  on  account  of  the  port- bill,  which 
was  to  confift  of -fifcy-onr.  The  tories  fearing  the  worJ 
had  provided  a  lift  ^  but  all  lifts  were  taken  off  the  table 
at  Mr.  Sears 's  motion,  when  nominations  took  place, 
.  and  the  number  of  whigs  and  tories  was  nearly  cquaL 
Mn  Sears  got  another  added,  which  made  the  committee. 
fifty-two.  The  whigs  in  it  iofifted^  that  there  muft  be 
3  congrcfa-  The  violence  of  captain  Scars's  temper^ 
and  his  influence  over  the  populace,  induced  the  tories 
to  fall  in  ividi  the  propofal  of  one,  ratlier  than  be  expofed 
to  the  dangers  of  a  mob ;  but  they  expeftcd  that  they: 
^  fhould  prevent  it,  A  letter  was  fent  to  the  Bofton  com^ 
mittee,  with  a  recommendation  to  them  to  appoint  tim< 
and  place.  They  approved  of  a  congrefsj  but  declined 
making  the  appointments.  The  York  committee  con^; 
fidered  die  anfwer  ;  and  it  v/as  carried,  to  write  to  theni*| 
afrelh  upon  the  fubjefl:.  The  tories  were  caught^  fo! 
having  agreed  to  the  motion  for  a  congrefs,  they  coul 
not  hinder  it,  by  all  their  contrivances.  You  mull  ad- 
mit of  my  Tjfing  for  brevity  fake,  the  terms  whig  and 
tory  for  the  pro\  and  con's  on  the  fubjeft  of  full  redrefs 
to  American  grievances.  When  better  can  be  met  withy 
they  fhall  be -adopted:  but  they  are  univerfally  applied- 
in  this  manner  by  the  liberty  party. 

The  Bofton  committee  of  correfpondence  were  ien^ 
fible,  that  the  utmoft  delicacy  and  prccaudon,  in  the 
pfe  of  words  and  expreffions,  were  requifite  in  the  pre- 
fent  ftate  of  affairs  j  that  fo  their  enemies  might  not  dil" 
appoint  them  of  tliat  fupport,  for  which  they  were  ta 
j-nake  a  general  appliijation  to  all  the  CQlonifts,  and  whom 
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they  addreffed  on  the  head  of  the  port-bill,  and  the  dif- 
treffes  coniing  upon  the  inhabitants,  with  the  utmoft 
refpeft :  they  were  careful  to  infert  in  ail  their  letters, 
^'  It  is  hoped  that  Bofton  will  be  confidered  as  Juffering 
in  the  common  cauje^ 

While  thefe  letters  were  circulating,  the  period  ar- 
rived for  the  meeting  of  a  new  general  court,  which  aC- 
fembled  at  Bofton ;  when  the  fervices  of  the  election-  Mi^ 
day  were  carried  on  as  ufual ;  but  the  hearts  of  many  *S» 
felt  fad  with  the  apprehenfion  that  it  would  be  the  laft.of 
the  kind.  Their  forebodings  were  increafed,  by  die 
number  and  charafters  of  the  elefted  counfellors  whom 
governor  Gage  negatived,  not  iefe  than  thirteen.     He 

■  laid  nothing  before  the  court  more  than  the  comn(ion 
bufinefs  of  the  province ;  but  gave  them  notice  of  their 

■  removal  to  Salem  on  the  firft  of  June  in  purfuance  of 
I  the  aft.  Learning  that  the  houfe  of  affembly,  to  evade 
?  removing  were  hattening  through  the  neceflary  bufinefe, 
I  with  the  greateft  expedition,  he  adjourned  the  general 
r  court  to  the  feventh  of  June,  then  to  meet  at  Salem. 
^  Before  that  day,  the  inhabitants  of  feveral  towns  and 
?  cities,  in  different  parts  of  the  continent,  concurred  in 
^'  expreffing  the  greateft  difapprobation  of  the  meafurcs 

.    purfued  againft  Bofton,  an  abhorrence  of  the  new  a6b,  • 
,    and  a  condemnatbn  of  the  principles  on  which  it  was 

founded,  with  a  refolution  to  oppofe  its  ejBTefts  in  every  ^ 
'  manner,  and  to  fupport  their  diftreffed  brethren,  who 
were  to  be  the  immediate  viftims.  At  Philadelphia  a 
fubfcription  was  fet  on  foot  for  the  fupport  of  fijch  poor 
inhabitants  of  Bofton  as  Ikould  be  deprived  of  the  means 
of  fubfiftence  by  the  operation  of  the  aft.  The  Vir-^ 
ginia  houfe  of  burgQffes  appointed  the .  firft  of  June  to 

be 
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be  fet  tpm  a?  adiiy  of  fefting  o^  hv^jf^lm^ 
to  implore  the  divine  mteipofitiom  fpt^'^^fl^f^^fkllt 
hetwTr  calamity  which  threatened  liefbruftiof)'  t^rt^^ 
civil  rights^  and  the  evils  of  a  qiyil  imrj.  andijaf;  0^^ 
one  heart  and  one  mind  to  the  people,  jBra|Jf^.^.jfl[fc^ 
p«fc  every  injury  to  the?  Anierigan  rigbtSy .  'XHP/P^f^^ 
lioned  dieir  diil(duti<mj  butl^efore  they  i^pvattNiytCJ^^y^ 
mne  of  itbe  ipember^  ent^e4  iitfo.^  aflbcj^u:)9fV^^ 
which  diey  declareil>  ^^  Th^t  an  attack  made  0^4;n9«^ 
our  fiflaor  coloniea,  jtp.  compel:  Aibmidipa  is^  ar^ifir^ 
tales,  is  an  attack  made,  on  »U  Briti(h  Anriencaiir,  9gA 
threatens  ruin  tx»  the  ri^ic^  of  i^>  ^f^  fj^;  uni^'  iq^ 
dam  of  the  who^  bd.appiie^/'    Tb^j  :i;^n^xiq;4fi4 
tor  ijbe  £ommi£iiee  of  ccrrefpp&dedee^  .to  irgqoniKiyi^iijD 
with,  the  federal  committees  of ,  the  Qtb^  ffBOYJipcfii^^^ 
the  expediency  of  appointing  depu^i  froi|i...4l|gt  ;i^if(f^  . 
i^ent  colonies,  to  meet  annuaH^  in  tstotr^ix^ngpf^^  . 
delibcTAfe  on  thofe  inea&res^.wbiditiie  m^  . 

of -Aja^erica  might  fromtinjM^.toti!OTC.'rctjttire.,    -;  ;:,, 
June      Bufinefs  was  finiihed  at  the  ^uftomrhoi^.iir^fijgnil 
'*      at  twelve  o'clock  at  noon,  and  theJiarboyr  fhut  ^^gMir 
all  ireiTds  bound  thitlier  i  and  after  the  fimrteeoffc  nMo . 
were  to  be  allowed  to  depart.    The  4ay  .was  ^e¥fMi(p. 
kept  at  WilUamfburgh  in  Vit^nia,  as  e.  day  >of.  -fimiof 
and  humiliation.    There  was  a  fdiema  pmife  Ji^!  l^  Jviff . . 
fiac6  of  Philadelphia.    If  we  except  the  Qfirfc^rs  Mff 
nine-tenths  of  the  citizeusflxut  up  their  liouies;  ,«9id  fill 
bells  were  rung  ^muffled  ^U  the  day^.   It  waa^obfcr^ 
in  other  places  as  a  day  of  mourning*         •  ^.;..: 

V  The  MaiTachufetts  general  4:ourt  .met.  at;  £(ikxi|^4Pr 
cording  to  adjournment,  and  ai:ommittee  nu  4iftitiiil& 
ed  to  confider  andxeport  the  itattof  die^proYUUK^ 

Smmd 
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Safnud  Adams  obferved,  that  fome  of*  the  com'nlitte^ 
were  for  mild  meafuref,  which  he  judged  no  ways  fukcd  ^ 
to  the  prefent  emergency.  He  conferred  with  Mr.  War--  ^ 
reti  of  Plymouth  upon  the  neccflity  of  giving  into  fpi- 
rited  meafures,  and  then  faid,  "  Do  you  keep  the  com- 
mittee in  play,  and  I  will  go  and  make  a  caucus  *  againft 
the  evening ;  and  do  you  meet  fne,"  Mr.  S.  Adams 
fecured  a  meeting  of  about  five  principal  mem.b:?rs  of 
the  houfe,  at  the  time  fpecified ;  and  repeated  his  en- 
deavours againft  the  next  night  j  and  (o  as  to  the  third, 
when  they  were  more  than  thirty :  the  friends  of  ad'mi- 
niftration  knew  nothing  of  the  matter.  The  popular 
leaders  took  the  fenfe  of  the  members  in  a  private  way,  . 
and  found  that  they  (hould  be  able  to  carry  their  fchemc 
by  a  fufficient  majority.  They  had  their  whole  plan 
completed,  prepared  their  refolves,  and  then  determined 


\ 
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•  The  word  caucut^  and  its  derivative  cancufing,  are  often  ufed  itt 
tv  Bofton.  The  laft  anfwers  much  to  what  we  ftilc  parli^tnenteering  or 
eleftioncering.  All  my  repeated  applications  to  different  geptlemcn 
have  not  furnifhed  me  with  a  fatisfaftory  .account  of  the  origin  of 
caucus.  It  feems  to  mean,  a  number  of  perfons,  whether  more  o'r  left, 
txx.  together  to  confult  upon  adopting  and  profecdting  fome  fchemeof 
policy,  for  carrying  a  favorite  point.  The  word  is  not  bfTiord  in* 
vention.  More  than  fifty  years  ago,  Mr.  Samuel  Adams's  father,  and 
twenty  others,  one  or  two  from  the  north  end  of  the  town,  where  jail 
the  ftiip  bufmefs  is  carried  on,  ufed  to  meet,  make  a  caucus,  and  lay 
their  plan  for  introducing  certain  perfons  into  places^  of  tm'ft  and 
power.  When  they  had  fettled  it,  they  ftparated,  and  ufed  each  didr 
particular  influence  within  his  own  circle.  He  and  his  friends'  \vould 
furnifh  themfelves  with  ballots,  including  the  names  of  the  parties 
fixed  upon,  which  they  diftrib.uted  on  the  days  of  eleftion..  By  afting 
in  concert,  together  with  a  careful  and  extenfive  diftribution  of  ballots, 
they  generally  carried  the  eledions  tb  their  Own  mind.  In  Hk'e  manner  it 
WM,  that  Mr.  Samuel  Adams  firft  i^eqiute  a  npcifonutivi'  for  fioitoo* 

upon 
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be  fet  tpm  a?  a  d^  of  faftiDg  ai>d  Wii^liai^ibpg^ 
to  implQrc  the  djviiic  inteipofiliorb  fcr.  ftVpg^PgJ^ 
heavy  .  calamity  which  thrcartiied  (ieftruAk^ ,  13^)  |^ 
civil  ri^hts^  and  the  evils  of  a  qiyii  mn^  aad.^  V!4t9 
one  heart  and  one  mind  to  the  people^  pm^.^jpp^ 
p^  every  injury  to  Aie  Affieri^Rn-ngbts,.  .T^^iWyi^' 
iioned  dieir  difibluticmi.  butl^efpre  they  %aratjB^yjC{g||^^ 
nijQe  of  itbe  np^mber^  ent^ed  itico.^A  ^^^&^i?^i9lfi^'/^ 
vihich  diey  declar<d>  ^^  Th^t  an  dfXfiick  n^dc  pj^pfffijgf 
our  GGzt.  coloniea,  ip.  compj^l;  fdbrnigUm  t^is^^ijqr^ 
ta:tes3  is  in  attack  made,  on  siii  Biiti(h  ^mencs^^  xjA 
tiireatens  ruin  t»the  ri^vts  of  ftll>.  ^(^^  i^  unit^paf^  il|^ 
dam  of  die  whdid  bd.iappiie^/'  '^h^-^^'^i^TyfrBt' 
tor  tibe  jcommitoee  of  ccFrtfpmdm^e^  .xi^  ^WQipf^^Aiqpfi^ 
vitH  tht  fcyeral  committeei  of  ,^  Q^i^r  ffBoy^^nAe^f^- 
the  £xptcdiem:y  of  appojintiisg  depufii^i  ^^^r^hft  v4)lli(^ 
nS0t.ocdonie$5  to  meet  annitaE^  in  gfwral  x^ngpf^^ 
delihcrate  on  tbofe  mca^jresy  j\)<;bkh>  tfac.  itnited:  Wtmfti 
of  Jbnerica  might  fromtinacttt  tinric^rc^jttine^.^        ,:^. 

June      fiuTinefs  was  &)iihed  at  the  xxifiiim^houfe;ii|^j3ff|bi||. 

'*      at  twelve  o'dock  at  noon>  andihe Jiarboyr ihu(  i^ ^^;t%t 
all  vdrejsbouodtjutlieri  uid  lifter  tivtfowtt^^ 
were  to  .be  allowed  to  depart.    The  day.was  .^MfMfei: 
kept  at  Wiiiiamfburgh  in  Vii^nia,  as  fl^day/oC.fi|l|^|||( 
and  humiliation.    There  was  a  foleoui  fmnfe  j^.  4^  tw^ . 
fioe6  of  Philadelphia.    If  we  except  thq  Qgdc^^  jMf 
nine-tenths  of  the  citizeasA^ut  isp  their  houi^j  ,i9i4  itff 
belfewere  rung  ^muffled  all  Ae  d^^.    It  Faig:obfewwJ 
in  other  places  as  a  day  .of  mourning,        ,.  ;    ,        ^—■ 

7*  The  MafTachufetts  general  <:ourt  ixiet/M  jBijjklwiiJit 

cording  to  adjoummeitt^  .and  a.i^ommitc^  v^is  |||Hflji|ii 
ed  to  coqfidef  andxeport  ikt  %teof  thp^pip^dtMl^'il^ 
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Samud  Adams  obferv^d,   that  Ibmc  of  the  com'niitte* 
were  for  mild  meafurcf,  which  he  judged  no  ways  fuited  ^ 
to  the  prefent  emergency.     He  conferred  with  Mr.  War^  K 
ten  of  Plymouth  upon  the  neccffity  of  giving  into  fpi- 
rited  meafures,  and  then  faid,  ^*  Do  you  keep  the  com- 

•  mittee  in  play,  and  I  will  go  and  make  a  caucus  *  agiainft 
the  evening;  and  do  you  meet  fnc,"  Mr.  S.  Adams 
fccured  a  meeting  of  about  five  principal  members  of 
the  houfe,  at  the  time  fpecified  %  and  repeated  his  en- 

.  deavours  againft  the  next  night  i  and  fo  as  to  the  third, 
when  they  were  more  than  thirty :  the  friends  of  adhii- 
niftration  knew  nothing  of  the  matter.     The  popular 

'  leaders  took  the  fenfe  of  the  members  in  a  private  way,     . 

\    and  found  that  they  Ihould  be  able  to  carry  their  fchemc 

*  by  a  fufficient  majority.     They  had  their  whole  plan 
^    completed,  prepared  their  refolves,  and  then  determined 

%    Bofton.    The  laft  anfwers  much  to  what  we  flile*  parliataientcering  ox 

;     eleftioneering.    All  my  repeated  applications  to  different  geptlcmen 

\  ■  have  not  furniihed  me  with  a  fatisfaftory  account  of  the  origin  of 

caucus.    It  fcems  to  mean,  a  number  of  perfons,  whether  more  o'r  left, 

J .  mEt  together  to  confult  upon  adopting  and  pirofecdting  fome  fcheme  of 

\     policy,  for  carrying  a  favorite  point.    The  word  is  not  of  Tiord.  in* 

^     vention.     More  than  fifty  years  ago,  Mr.  Samuel  Adams's  father,  and 

i     twenty  others,  one  or  two  from  the  north  end  of  the  town,  where  ^U 

f  ■    the  fhip  bufmefs  is  carried  on,  ufed  to  meet,  make  a  caucus,  and  lay 

their  plan  for  introducing  certain  perfons  into  places"  of  trotf  and 

5;     power.    When  they  had  fettled  it,  they  ftparated,  and  ufed  cSich  thdr 

^     particular  influence  within  his  own  circle.     He  and  his  friends'  would 

furnifh  themfelves  with  ballots,  including  the  names  of  the  parties 

fixed  upon,  which  they  diftrib.uted  on  the  days  of  eleftion..   By  adling 

in  concert,  together  with  a  careful  and  extenfive  diftribution  of  ballots, 

they  generally  carried  the  eledions  tb  their  Own  mmd.  In  I&e  manner  ii 

=     Hi9&^  that  Mf.  Samuel  Adftms  firft  <beqiu6Q  a  KpQtfiKtativi'ibr  fioitoo* 

upon 
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17*  iipoti  bringing  the  bulinefs  forward*. .  But  htfy^^fitfjf 
went  \ip6n  it,  the  door-keeper  was  otdtrtd.  ta^Iet^nKi 
one whatibever  in,  and  no  one  was  to  go  out:  hovevor 
when  the  bufinefs  (^ned>  a  minifteriai  member  pfeaded 
a  call  of  nature,  which  is  always  regarded^  and /^m^ai- 
lowed  to  go  out  He  then  ran  to  give  informatiaii  iif 
what  was  doing>  and  a  meflenger  was  difpatcfaed  .tx>  g&* 
neral  Gage,  who  lived  at  fbme  diftance.  *^The  feccetaiy 
was  ienc  off  to  diflblve  the  genersfl  court;  found *thfe 
door  failened ;  knocked  for  entrance,  but  was  anfifcmli 
^t  the  houfe  was  upon  very  important  bufinef^  ^lAkb 
when  they  had  finifhed,  they  would  let  him  in«  An^Kc 
could  obtain  no  entrance,  he  read  the  proclamadoQ  .i^fNtf 
the  fteps  leading  to  the  repreientatives'  chamber^  ihjthe 
hearing  of  ieveral  members  and  others  <m  the  outfiil 
with  him,  and  immediately  after  in  the  coundt  dM 
diflblving  the  general  court.  The  houie,  while  fitdiig 
with  their  doors  fhut,  appointed  ^Thomas  Cuftwtg^  SMkd 
Adams y  Robert  Treat  Paitiy  James  Bowdm,  and  ^^ 
Adams,  efqrs.  as  their  committee  to  meet  oliieif '  obitt* 
mittees,  that  might  be  convened  the  firft  of  Septemlyr 
at  Philadelpbiay  voted  them  five  hundred  pounds  IttwIUl 
(feventy-five  pounds  fterling  each)  and  chofc  a  treafiiitr* 
They  recommended  alfo  to  the  feveral  towns  add  tBC 
trifts,  the  raifmg  the  faid  liim,  by  equitable  proportyiqi^* 
according  to  the  lad  provincial  tax—- a  reccHiuneodadoa 
which  had  all  the  force  of  a  law.  It  was  a  triumpbttr 
many  of  the  fons  of  liberty,  to  think  that  the  ho^£t  had 
out-gencralled  the  governor.  .; 

Sometime  before  the  diflblution  of  the  general  oqvt^ 
near  upon  three  hundred  citizens  of  Pbilgdeifbi^^mtl 
and  appointed  a  committee  to  write  to  Beften>r  .-Tfaiir 

letter 
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ktter  was  temperate  and  firm.  They  acknowledged 
tlie  difficulty  of  offering  the  inhabitants  advice  upon  the 
fad  occafion  that  exifted ;  wifhed  firft  to  have  the  fenfij 
of  the  province  in  general ;  and  obfervcd  that  all  lenient 
applications  for  obtaining  redrefs  fhould  be  tried,  before 
recourfe  was  had  to  extremities.  They  remarked  that 
it  might  perhaps  be  right  to  take  the  fenfe  of  a  general 
congrefs,  before  the  defperate  meafure  of  putdng  an 
entire  flop  to  commerce  was  adopted  j  and  that  it  might 
be  right  at  any  rate,  to  referve  that  meafure  as  the  laft 
refource  when  all  other  means  had  failed.  They  men* 
tioned,  that  if  the  making  of  reftitution  to  the  Eaft  India 
company  for  their  teas  would  put  an  end  to  the  unhappy 
controverfy,  and  leave  the  people  of  Bofton  upon  their 
;^ncient  footing  of  conflitutional  liberty,  it  could  not  ad- 
mit of  a  moment's  doubt  what  part  they  fhould  take; 
but  they  added,  it  was  not  the  value  of  the  tea,  it,  was 
the  indefeafible  right  of  giving  and  granting  their  own 
money,  a  right  from  which  they  could  never  recede, 
that  was  now  the  matter  of  confideration. 

The  importance  and  necefTity  of  a  general  congrelk 
was  foon  felt  by  every  colony,  fo  that  the  meafure  taken 
by  the  MafTachufetts  was  gradually  adopted  by  the 
others. 

Maryland^  whofe  zeal  in  the  caufe  of  liberty  was  ar-^ 
dent,  had  a  meeting'  of  the  committees  appointed  by 
4iie  feveral  counties,  at  the  city  of  Annapolis,  whoJan« 
elefted  tive  deputies  for  that  province,  "  to  attend  a*^' 
general  congref^^.  at  fuch  time  and  place  as  may  be  agreed 
on ;  to  cuccX  one  general  plan  of  conduft,  operating 
on  the  commercial  connedion  of  the  colonies  with  th? 

mother 
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mother  <x>uBti7,  for  the  nilief  of  BcSim  iffid  frcfecn^ 
^^-  cbn  of  American  liberty/' 

This-  meedng  commenced  three  days  faefbm  shtdpa- 
tibn  of  deputies ;  and  confidering  die  di&iiiee  of  fidfa^ 
from-  Annapolis>  cannot  be  afcribed  to  die  tranfeftjon 
of  the  Mafiachuietts  aflembly  on  the  fevcmgeikkij!  iie> 
iide,  it  af^ears  from  the  words  at  Jucb  time  and  flaam 
may  he  agreed  on^  that  the  committees  did  odt  kmni^ 
that  the  Maflachufetts  aflembly  had  inendoned  the  coi^ 
vetiing  of  ^general  congreis  on  the  firit  of  Sqptembor 
at  Phil^clphia.  :  '  -. 

When  the  opinion  of  the  Bofton  towxi^nittrtinji^  f6- 
l^cfting  a  joint  relblution  of  the  colonies  to  BSa^^IHi 
pbrtation  and  exportation  till  the  port-bill  was 
arrived  in  Soudi  Carolina  5  it  was  prefentad  to  a 
of  the  principal  gentlemen,  in  Charleftown.  The  \ 
prcpofed  was  thought  to  be  of  too  much  cottlbqaettct^ 
be  adopted  without  the  unimial  con&nt  dT.the  px)ffe 
It  was  therefore  determined  to  reqneft  a  meeting  of  jiie 
inhabitants.  That  this  might  he  as  general  as  p«fl?M*'j 
circular  letters  were  fcnt  by  exprcfe  to  every  {ariffli  jmd 
diftiiitwkhin  the  colony.  '.../, 

July  A  great  number  from  almoft  eyery  part -of  Somli' 
Carolina  met  at  Charleftown.  The  proceedings  of  {W-* 
liament  againft  Bofton  and  the  MaffachufeittJbfly  «ot 
diftinftly  related  to  this  convention  of  the  p6Q]llo|.>aB 
which,  without  one  dillenting  voice,  they  came  into  Wm- 
rious  refolutions.  AnK>ng  others  they  reiblved,  •*  Xlitf 
five  gentlemen  be  appointed  deputies  on  the  bdudf  4f 
riiis  colony,  to  meet  the  deputies  of  the  (evieral  ^<ygff 
in  North  America  in  gcideral  congreis,  to  conlider  ihi 
ad  lately  pafled,  and  bills  deper^ding  in  parUamentj  wAk 
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regard  fo  the  port  of  Bofton  and  province  of  Maflachu- 

fctts,  alfo  the  grievances  under  which  America  labors^ 

with  full  power  and  authority,  in  behalf  of  us  and  our 

conftituents,  to  concert,    and  efFeftually  to  profecute, 

fuch  legal  nneafures  (by  which  we  fdr  ourfelves  and  them 

moft  folemniy  engage  to  abide)  as  in  the  opinion  of  the 

faid  deputies,  ^nd  of  the  deputies  fo  to  be  aflembled, 

fhall  be  moft  likely  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  faid  adts, 

and  a  redrefs  of  thefe  grievances."^—"  That,  while  the 

V    oppreffive  afts  relative  to  Bofton  are  enforced,  we  will 

\     cheerfully,  from  time  to  time,  contribute  toward  the  re- 

|:    lief  of  fuch  perfons  there,   whofe  unfortunate  circum- 

^    fiances  may  be  thought  to  ftand  in  need  of  moft  affift- 

ance :"— •"  That  a  committee  of  ninety-nine  perfons  be 

now  appointed,  to  aft  as  a  general  committee,  to  cor^ 

refpond  with  the  committees  of  the  other  colonies,  and 

I  to  do  all  matters  and  thbgs  neceffary  to  carry  the  refo- 

lutions  into  execution ;  and  that  any  twenty-one  of  them 

met  together,  may  proceed  on  bufinefs — their  power  to 

•  continue  till  the  next  general  meeting." 

The  appointment  of  the  abovementioned  deputies 

was  recognifed,  ratified  and  confirmed  by  the  houfe  of 

aflembly,  at  then*  next  feffion,  on  the  fecond  of  Auguft. 

The  Connefticut  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  in  expcc- 

station  of  the  event  during  their  recefs,   empowered  a 

committee  of  nine,  in  cafe  a  congrefs  of  Commiffioners 

from  the  feveral  colonies  ftiould  be  convened,  to  meet 

and  choofe  delegates  to  ferve  for  that  colony,  and  to  Cor- 

refpond  with  other  committees.     Mr.  Silas  Deane  wa» 

of  the  committee,  and  being  ambitious  of  going  to  con-   . 

grefs,  fchemed  their  meeting  at  Ne"w  London,  (inftead 

of  Hartford)  where  tlirough   the  influence  of  a  moft  . 

f       Vol.  I,  B  b  worthy 
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15,     worthy  father- in  law>  his  own  policjr>  and  his  own  voce, 

he  obtained  a  majority  of  one^  and  became  one  of  the 
four  Connefticut  delegates,  though  not  viewed  by  thofe 
w^o  know  him  moftj  as  a  perfon  of  the  greatefl:  inte- 
grity, or  t!ie  trueft  patriotifnn. 

:  At  Pbiliuielpbiay  a  petition  figned  by  near  nine  hun- 
dred freeholders  was  prefcnted  to  Mr.  Penn,  the  gover- 
nor,  entreating  him  to  call  a  general  aflcmbty  as  foon  as 
poffible.  This  requeft  being  refufed,  the  province  pro- 
ceeded to  the  eleftion  of  deputies^  who  foon  after  met 
at  Philadelphia.  The  refoKitions  paffed  at  this  meeting, 
carry  the  marks  of  cool  and  temperate  deliberationj  as 
well  as  affeftion  to  the  mother  country,  more  tlian  thofe 
of  many  others  5  and  are  at  the  fame  time  equally  firm 
in  the  deterrt:iinacion  of  ftipporting  the  colonial  rights. 

In  them  the  deputies  fet  out  with  the  ftrongefl  pro- 
feflions  of  duty  and  allegiance^  and  cxprefs  their  abhor- 
X/  rence  of  every  idea  of  an  unconftitutional  independence 
on  the  parent  ftatc,  and  the  moft  ardent  wifhes  for  a  re- 
ftoration  of  the  former  harmony.  They  reprobate  in 
the  ftrongeft  terms  the  a6t  and  bills  relative  to  the  MnJ- 
fachufetts-hayj  and  declare  that  they  confider  their  bre- 
thren atBoftonj  as  fuffering  in  the  comnnoncaufe.  They 
infift  upon  the  abfolute  neceflity  of  a  congrefs  to  con- 
fult  together  and  form  a  general  plan  of  condutSl  for  all 
the  colonies.  They  acknowledgej  that  a  fufpenfion  of 
the  commerce  of  that  large  trading  province  with  Great 
Britain,  will  greariy  diflrcfs  multitudes  of  their  induf- 
trious  inhabitants,  but  pronounce  themfelves  ready  to 
offer  that  facrifice,  and  much  greater,  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  their  liberties  -,  however,  they  exprefs  their  defire, 
that  congrefs  will  firft  try  the  gentle  mode  of  ftating 

their 
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their  grievances,  and  making  a  firnn  and  decent  claim 
of  redrefs.  They  conclude  with  declaring,  that  that 
province  will  break  off  ail  commercial  intercourfe  what- 
foever,  with  any  town,  city  or  colony,  and  individuals 
in  them,  who  (hall  refufe,  or  negleft  to  adopt  and  carry 
into  execution,  fuch  general  plan  as  Ihall  be  agreed  upon 
in  the  congrefs. 

They  did  not  undertake  to  appoint  the  delegates, 
but  left  it  to  the  Pennfylvania  aflfembly,  who  foon  after  22. 
fixed  upon  feven  gentlemen. 

At  a  meeting  of  delegates,  from  the  different  counties 

in  Virginia,  at  Williamfburgh^  befide  the  warmeft  profef- 

\    fions  of  allegiance  and  loyalty,  and  feveral  refolutions  - 

-  in  common  with  the  other  colonies,  they  pafled  others, 

f   which,  confidering  the  circumftances  of  th#  colony,  with 

*  its  immediate  dependence  on  the  mother  country  for 
?  the  difpofal  of  its  only  ftaple  commodity,  muft  be  con- 

*  fidered  as  very  deferving  of  attention,  becaufe  ftrongly 
^  indicating  the  true  fpirit  of  that  people.  They  refolved 
S  not  to  purchafe  any  m.ore  flaves  from  Africa,  the  Weft 
%  Indies,  or  any  other  place ;  that  their  non-importation 
k  agreement  Ihould  take  place  on  the  firft  of  the  follow- 
\  ing  November,  and  that  if  the  American  grievance* 
\-  were  not  redreffed  by  the  tenth  of  Auguft  1775,  ^^^7 
i  would  export  after  that  time,  no  tobacco,  nor  any  other 
i'  goods  whatever  to  Great  Britain.  They  recommended 
^.  the  cultivation  of  fuch  articles  of  hufbandrjr,  infteiad  of 
Y  tobacco,  as  might  form  a  proper  bafis  for  manufadtures 
y  of  all  forts  J  and  particularly,  the  improvement  of  the 

breed  of  ftieep,  the  multiplying  of  them,  and  the  kiU- 
'  ing  as  few  as  poffibk.    They  chofe  as  delegates  to  ge-  Aug. 
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ncral  congrefs,   Peyton  Randolph^    Richard  Hmy  Lee^ 

George  Pf^ajhington^  Pairick  Henry^  Richard  Bland^  Ben^ 
jmnin  Harrijon^  ^x\A  Edmund  Pendkton^  eftjrs^ 

At  Newport  in  Rhode  Ifland,  an  animating  paper 
was  circulatcdj  with  the  motto  JOIN  or  DIE-  The 
ftate  of  Bofton  was  reprefented  as  a  fiege>  and  as  a  dire£t 
hoftile  invafion  of  all  the  crolonies,  "  The  generals  oi 
defpotifiTi  (it  fays)  are  now  drawing  the  lines  of  circum- 
vallation  around  onr  bulwarks  of  liberty^  and  nothing 
butunity^  refulution  and  perfeverancc^  can  fave  ourfelves 
,  and  pollerity  from  wliat  is  worfe  tlian  death — Slavery,*' 
The  general  aflembly  of  the  colony  chofe  two  deputies, 
to  reprefent  the  colony  in  a  general  congref^;  who  were 
10.  legally  authorized  for  that  fervJccj  under  the  hand  and 
feal  of  the  governor. 

All  tlie  other  colonies^  from  Nfe^  Hampfhire  to  SoutS^ 
Carolina  inclufivelyj  adopted  the  meafure  of  eleftingr^^ 
preftntatives  to  meet  in  general  congrels- 

To  judge  aright  of  the  pre  fen  t  alarming  ftate  of  afiuirs,* 
you  mull  obfervcj  that  it  does  not  arife  from  the  dif* 
content  of  a  turbulent  or  opprefled  nobility  or  gentry, 
fo  that  by  bringing  over  a  few  of  the  leaders,  the  reft 
will  follow  of  couribj  or  perlift  only  to  their  ruin  :  nor 
does  it  depend  upon  the  refolution  or  perfeverance  of  afl 
body  of  merchants  and  dealers,  fo  that  every  man^  ha- 
bicujilly  ftudious  of  his^  immediate  intereft,  will  tremble 
at  the  thought  of  thofe  confcquences  which  may  effen* 
tially  affe(5t  it :  nor  will  a  few  lucrative  jobs  or  con- 
t rafts  fpllt  the  colonifts  into  numberlefs  faftions.  O, 
the  contrary,  the  great  force  of  the  oppofition  confills 
in  the  landholders  tliroughout  America,-  The  Britilli 
lands  in  this  continent,  are,  in  general,  and  more  efpe* 
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cially  in  the  New  England  colonies,  the  Jerfies,  arid,  ia 
part  of  New  York  and  Pennfylvania,  portioned  out  in 
fuch  freeholds  as  afford  that  mediocrity  of  condition  to 
the  poffeffors,  which  is  fufficient  to  raife  ftrong  bodies 

.  and  vigorous  minds ;  but  feldom  that  fuperabundancc 
which  proves  fo  fatal  to  both,  in  old  and  refined  coun- 
tries. The  American  freeholders,  from  many  circum- 
ftances,  are  more  enthufiaftic  lovers  of  liberty,  than  ever 

.    were  the  Englifh  yeomanry.     The  body  of  them  are 

-  too  bold  to  be  defpifed  without  danger,  and  now  that 
.    they  are  united  too  numerous  to  be  bribed^     Human 

-  nature  being  the  fame  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  had 
.   moderation  inftead  of  compulfion  been  employed,  feve- 

'.  ral  who  are  at  prefent  zealous  leaders,  migjjt  have  been 

ji  fecured,  and  miniftry  (in  colonies  of  fuch  different  man- 

'ri.  ners  interefts    and  principles,    and  on  thefe  accounts 

I  ftrongly  inclined  to  variance  with  each  other)  might  havifc 

i  carried  many  points  which  they  will  now  find  it  difficult 

j^  or  impofTible  to  do,  fince  they  have  united  them,'  by 

j;  evidencing  a  defign  of  fubjugating  each  to  a  mode  of 

y  government,  to  which  all  without  exception  are  avcrfc 

I  in  the  highefl  degree. 

The  Boflon  committee^  of  correfpbndence  received  the 

I'  mofl  encouraging  anfwers  to  their  letters  j  apd  were  al^ 

g.  fured  that  the  town  of  Bofton  was  confidered  as  Juffering 

\.  in  the  common  caiije.     They  had  more  than  the  ftrbrigeflE 

\  cxprelTions  to  confole  them,  they  had  the  fubftantiai  evi- 

^  dence  of  fafts.     Miniftry  promifed  themfelves  mighty 

,  advantages  from  making  Salem  the  feat  of  government^ 

.  with  the  privilege  of  an  open  port,  while  the  neigh- 

>  bouring  one,  in  itfelf  of  much  greater  confequence,  was 

;  ihut.    But  the  merchants-,  and  freeholders  of  the  town 
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difcovjcrcd  a  moft  noble  fpiritj  vvhich  will  prove  a  fore 
difappointmcnt  to  them.  If  it  was  expecled^  that  in- 
curable envy,  jealoufy  and  animofity^  would  be  excited 
between  the  two  townsj  and  that  the  refraftory  capital 
being  abandoned  and  left  alone  to  ruminate  upon  her 
forlorn  fituationj  would  foon  be  reclaimed  and  brought 
to  a  full  fenfe  of  her  duty  i  the  very  reverfe  will  nriorrify, 
June  The  day  after  the  diflblution  of  the  general  court,  the 
merchants  and  freeholders  of  Sakm  prefented  an  addrcfs 
to  the  goYernofj  and  in  it  expreffed  the  moft  generous 
fentiments.  Theyfaid,  "  Wc  are  moft  deeply  afflided 
Vridi  a  fenfe  of  our  public  calamities  i  but  the  miferics 
that  are  now  rapidly  haftening  on  our  brethren  in  the  ca- 
pitaj  of  this  province,  greatly  excite  our  commiferation» 
ain4  we  hope  your  excellency  will  ufe  your  endeavours 
to  prevent  a  further  accumulation  of  evils,  on  that  al- 
ready forely  diftreJOTed  people." — "  By  (hutting  up  the 
gort  of  Bdftorij  fome  imagine  that  the  courfe  of  trade 
ipight  be  turned  hither  and  to  our  benefit ;  but  nature 
jn  the  formation  of  our  harbour,  forbids  our  becoming 
jivsJs  in  commerce  with  that  convenient  m^.  And 
were  it  otherwife^  we  muft  be  dead  to  every  idea  of  juf- 
tice,  and  loft  to  all  feelings  of  humanity^  could  we  in- 
dulge one  thought  to  feize  on  wealth,  and  raife  our  for- 
tunes on  the  ruin  of  our  fuffering  neighbours."  The 
governor  was  treated  with  the  higheft  refpeft,  and  men- 
tion was  made  of  their  hoping  much,  from  ]:iis  general 
char^fter,  as  well  as  from  his  wifdom  and  mildneis  in 
another  command.  They  expreffed  the  ftrongeft  at- 
tachment to  the  mother  country,  the  decpeft  concern 
for  the  prefcnt  unhappy  troubles,  and  the  moft  fervent 
wilhes  fpr  a.  fpeedy  and  happy  reconciliation,  to  obtain 

which 
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which  they  were  willing  to  faerifice  every  thing  compa- 
tible with  the  fafety  and  dignity  of  Britifli  fubjefts. 

Marbleheady  a  fea-port,  about  three  rtiiles  froth  Salerih, 
and  equally  far  with  the  laft  from  Bofton,  but  a  fown  of  ho 
great  trade,  being  engaged  chiefly  in  the  cod-fifticry, 
teftified  its  regard  and  compaffion  for  the  ca{)ita],  by 
letting  the  fufFering  merchants  have  the  free  life  df  its 
wharfs  and  ftores.  Its  inhabitants  offered  alfo  to  attend 
the  lading  and  unlading  of  their  goods,  and  to  tranfaft 
^  for  them  all  the  bufinefs  to  be  done  at  their  port,  with- 
out putting  them  to  the  fmalleft  expence. 

The  pity  and  refentmeiit  of  the  country  dt  large, 

were  excited  by  obfervations  publifhed  on  the,  Bofton 

port-bill.     Thofe  of  Mr.  Jofiah  ^incyi  jun.  were  moft 

generally  read  and  admired.     He  obfcrved — "  The  Bof- 

.  ton  port-bill  condemns  a  whole  town  unheard,  nay,  ua- 

cited  to  anfwer ;  involves  thoufands  in  ruin  and  mifery, 

without  fuggeftion  of  any  crime  by  them  committed ; 

and  is  fo  conftituted,  that  enormous  pains  and  penalti^ 

"^   mufl  enfue,  notwithftanding  the  moft  perfeft  obedient 

to  its  inHindliohs.      The  deftru6J:ion  of  the  tea  tirhich 

,  took  place  without  toy  illegal  procedure  oi  the  town, 

ff   is  the  only  alleged  ground  of  (roitf  gning  thoufswids  of 

:  its    inhabitants  to  ruin,   miiery  and  deipair,      Thofe 

:    charged  with  the  liioft  aggravated  cfinies,  are  not  pu- 

nilhable,  till  arraigned  before  difinterefted  judges  j  heard 

'  in  their  owrt  defence,  and  found  guilty  of  the  charge. 

•  But  here  a  whole  people  are  accufed  j  profecuted  by  they 

•  know  not  whom  5  tried  they  know  not  when ;  proved 
guilty  they  know  not  how;  and  fentenced  to  fuffer  ine- 

'■    vitable  ruin.     Their  hard  fate  cannot  be  averted  by  the 
moft  fervile  fubmiffion,  the  nK>ft  implicit  obedience  to 

B  b  4  this 
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,  this  ftatutc.     Their  fiift  intimarion  of  it  was  on  the 

tenth  of  May,    and  it  took   place   the  firft  of  June^ 

^  thence  to  continue  in  full  force,  till  it  fliall  fufficiently  ap- 

(.pearto  his  majefty,  that  full  fatisfa£tion  hath  been  made 

,  by  or  in  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of  Boftonj  to  the  Eaft 

^ India  company ,  for  the  damage  fuftained  by  the  de* 

.  ftruftion  of  their  tea ;  and  until  it  ftiall  be  certified  to 

his  majefty,  by  the  governor  or  lieutenant  governor  of 

the  province,  that  realbnablc  fatisfaftion  has  been  made 

.  to  the  officers  of  the  revenue  and  others,  for  the  riots 

and  infurrcftion  mentioned  in  it.     So  fliort  a^ipace  is 

^  given  for  ftaying  the  torrent  of  threatened  evils,  tJiat  the 

;         fubjefl:  though  exerting  his  utmoft  energy,    miift  be 

^         overwhelnned,  and  driven  to  madneft  by  terms  of  del 

Iverance  which  deny  relief  till  his  ruin  is  inevitable 

Others  faid,  **  Had  punifliment  been  only  threatened, 
had  it  been  in  our  own  option,  whether  we  would  fuh- 
mit  or  fufFer,  the  rcafon  for  complaint  would  have  been 
kfs.  But  without  previous  warning  in  the  propofal  of 
any  terms  that  might  have  prevented  the  coming  of  evil 
vpon  us,  it  is  inflifted  with  ineffable  vengeance  i  fo  that 
Ihould  we  fervilely  fubmit  to  all  required^  we  muft  not- 
widiftanding  fufFer  almoft  total  ruin.  The  conditions 
upon  which  alone  our  fuiferings  are  to  be  removed,  (bj: 
from  being  fixed  widi  precifion,  :are  fo  loofe  and  inde- 
terminate, that  a  governor  may  perpetuate  them  during 
his  pohtical  exiftencc,  the  king  in  council  not  being 
enabled  to  open  the  port  without  his  cerdficate.  The 
wharfs  and  landing  places  in  Bofton,  which  are  the  pro^ 
pcrty  of  numerous  individuals,  are  as  to  the  ufe  of  th^ 
wherein  only  their  value  confifts,  wrefted  out  of  th- 
handsj  and  put  into  the,  king's,  to  be  diJpofgd  of  at 

pi' 
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pleafure.  Two  wharfs  indeed  are  to  be  opened  again, 
wlicn  his  majefty  Ihall  think  proper  j  but  the  refiduc 
are  for  ever  interdifted  the  exercife  of  commerce/' 

The  rough  drafts  of  the  bills  "  for  the  better  regu- 
lating of  the  government  of  the  Majfachujetts-bay  j"  and 
"  for  the  impartial  adminiftration  of  juftice  in  it,"  as 
.  .well  as  of  that  *^  for  quartering  the  troops  in  America,'* 
\  upon  their  arrival  at  Bofton,  were  inftantly  circulated 

■  through  the  continent,  and  filled  up  v/hatever  was  be- 
-ifore  wanting,  of  violence  and  indignation  in  moft  of 
-  fthe  colonies.     Even  thofe  who  were  moderate  or  fecm- 

ed,  wavering,  now  became  refolute  and  refentful.   .No- 

■  thing  was  to  be  heard  of,  but  meetings,  and  refolutipna, 
y   Liberal  contributions  for  the  relief  of  the  diftrefled  B(^ 

tonians  were  every  where  recommended,  and  foon  prac- 
r  .tifed.  Numberlefs  letters  were  written  from  diftrifts, 
'  towns  and  provinces,  to  die  people  of  Bofton,  in  which, 
jt.  .befides  every  expreffion  of  fympathy  and  tendemefi, 
k. '  ;they  were  commended  for  their  paft  conduft,  and  ftrongly 
f;  .exhorted  to  a  perfeverance  in  that  virtue,  which  had 
\  .brought  on  their  fufFerings.  It  was  in  vain,  that  the 
\  friends  of  government  attended  a  town  meeting,  and 
\  attempted  to  pafs  refolutions.for  the  payment  of  the  tci^ 
\  and  for  difiblving  the  committee  of  correfpondence ; 
I  they  found  themfelves  loft  in  a  prodigious  nujority, 
\  and  had  no  other  refource  than  drawing  up  a  proteft 
V  againft  the  proceedings  of  that  body.  The  Bofton  com* 
i  mittee  of  correfpondence  apprehended  themfelves  fo  fixed 
i ,  in  the  good  opinion  of  the  public,  that  they  ventured 
.  to  frame  and  publilh  an  agreement,  entided,  A  fclemz 
i   l^a^u^  an4  covenant^ 
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Jtme  Gcnertl  Gage  was  fo  alarmed  at  the  idea  of  a  /clefm 
^^\  kague  and  covenant j  that  he  iffued  a  ftrong  proclamation 
againft  it,  ftiling  it  an  unlawful,  hoftile^  and  traiteroD* 
combination.  He  charged  all  nnagiftjates  to  apprehend 
and  fecure  for  trial,  fuch  as  fhould  have  any  fhare  in 
aiding  or  abetting  the  foregoing  or  any  fimilar  covenant. 
.  The  charge  was  needlefs  ;  for  the  engagement  was  fo  un- 
guardedly exprefledj  and  fo  extremely  infnaring,  that 
it  was  feverely  cenfured  by  many  of  the  beiV  and  warmeft 
fons  of  liberty,  in  and  about  Bofton^  who  refufed  to 
give  it  fupporr  ^  fo  that,  however  it  might  be  venerated 
out  of  the  colony^  it  funk  into  obfcunry-  at  home  ;  and 
changed  its  form  into  one  that  was  lefs  exceptionable, 
and  yet  equally  well  calculated  to  ftop  die  trade  with 
Great  Britain^  and  that  stccorded  with  thofe  entered  into 
about  the  fame  time,  in  various  parts  of  the  continent, 
without  any  previous  concert  witji  each  other,  any  more 
than  with  Bofton-  The  coincidence  of  fentiments  and 
meafures,  given  into  by  individuals^  and  affemblies 
larger  and  fmallefj  in  the  feveral  and  moft  diftant  coldfl 
nics,  without  any  previous  contrivance^  has  been  fo  rfiH 
markabie,  that  pcrfons,  the  furtheft  removed  from  fu- 
perftition,  have  inclined  to  afcribe  it  to  a  fpecial  pro- 
vidence of  God.  They  have  been  feemingly  aftuated 
by  one  and  the  fame  fpirit,  nearly  at  the  fame  inftant 
When  letters  have  been  difpatched  from  Bofton  to  fe]J 
low-patriots  afar,  afking  or  givijig  advice  ;  letters  from 
Aefe  have  been  upon  the  road,  giving  or  afking  the 
very  advice  which  was  wanted — the  like  in  other  mat- 
ters. Not  that  there  is  a  uniformity  in  all  points  through 
the  continent.  The  people  may  be  divided  into  two 
great  clafies.     One  is  for  rulhing  headlong  into  the 

grcateft 
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greateft  extremities,  without  waiting  till  other  meaftirqs  f 
are  tried,  or  receiving  the  general  fenfe  of  the  colonies; 
and  though  eager  for  holding  a  congrefs,  would  leave  it 
nothing  to  do,  but  to  profecute  the  violences  which  they 
have  began.  The  other  is  avcrfe  to  violent  meafures* 
till  all  other  means  are  inefFedually  tried.  They  wilh 
further  applications  to  be  made  to  Brita-in,  and  the  grievf 
ances  they  complain  of,  with  the  ri^ts  which  they  claiin> 
to  be  clearly  ftated  and  properly  prefented.  This,  they 
fay,  can  be  efFedtually  done  only  by  a  general  congreik 
There  is  a  third  party,  who  are  friends  to  the  Britiih 
adminiftration,  or  rather  who  do  not  totally  difapprove 
,  of  its  meafures  ^  but  their  voice  is  fo  low,  that  except 
,  in  a  few  particular  places,  it  can  fcarcely  be  diftinguUhr 
ed.     The  friends  to  colonial  rights  have  a  great  advanr 

■  tage  over  them,  not  only  from  the  goodnefs  of  their' 
i  caufe,  but  their  poffefling  moft  of  the  preffes  on  the 
\    continent.     Thefe  are  chiefly  in  the  hands  of  the  wbigs> 

i    and  news-papers  publifhing  eflays  and  other  compoii- 

■  tions,  againft  the  prevailing  opinions  of  the  people,  havf 
not  a  univerfal  fpread>  and  cannot  prove  fo  profitable 

I    to  the  proprietors,  as  thofe  on  the  other  fide  of  the  que£- 
I   tion.     The  command,  which  the  fons  of  liberty  have  of 
the  prefs,  gives  them  the  fuperiority  in  point  qf  influ**. 
t    cnce,  over  their  antagonifts.  in  the  periodical  publica*^ 
«■    tions  of  the  day. 

'.        As  the  Bofton  port-bill  prohibits  all  water-carri^> 

h  befide   (hutting  up  the  port,  the  merchants  are  uncW 

r    the  neceffity  of  adopting  the  expenfive  mode  of  bringing 

their  goods  from  Salem  or  Marblehead,  all  the  way 

round,  through  Cambridge  and  Roxbury,  to  Bofton^ 

Had  they  been  allowed  to  bring  them  lo  Charlefljpwn  by 

land, 
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.    land,  and  thence  to  crofs  them  over  by  water^  they  wo\i\i 

■have  faved  a  fourth  of  the  way.     But  it  is  pkafing  to 

obftrve  what  trade  is  going  forward,    notwithfhanding 

'  ^  the  cmbarrafliTnents  with  which  it  is  clogged,     Bofton  is 

.  ex?iibiting  a  fcene  of  patience,  fortitude  and  perfevcrance^ 
'which  will  make  them  renowned  in  hiftory.  Thoitgh 
liberal  contributions  have  been  made,  are  raifmgj  and 
^will  be  raifed,  for  the  fuccour  of  fufFererSi  yet  it  may 

^  be  eafily  conceived,  that  in  a  town  containing  fcveral 
thoufand  inhabitants,  who  have  fubfifted  chiefly  by  com- 
merce, and  the  various  kinds^  of  bufinefs  fubfervient  to 
it,  and  where  the  maintenance  of  many  families  depends 
merely  upon  locality,  the  cutting  off  of  that  grand  Iburce 
f)f  their  employment  and  fubfiftence,  muft  occafion  great 
diftrefies  notwithtVanding  every  relief.  Even  the  rich 
are  not  exempt  from  the  general  calamity,  as  a  very 
confiderable  part  of  their  property  confifts  in  wharfs, 
ivarehoufes,  ftores,  and  thofe  numerous  creftions,  which 
are  deftined  to  the  purpofes  of  commerce,  but  are  now 
no  longer  profitable.  *  W 

The  people  at  large  have  been  for  feme  time  prepaf- 

/C,ing  to  defend  their  rights  with  the  point  of  the  fword, 
'  They  fee,  that  they  are  either  to  be  terrified,  or  driven 
into  fubmiffion,  by  an  armed  force ;  and  are  for  pro- 
\iding  agflinft  both.  The  countrymen,  in  returning 
from  Bofton,  aj'C  daily  bringing  out  guns,  knapfacks, 
&c.  Every  oqe  appears  defirous  of  being  wtU  accou- 
tred. They  have  arms  in  general,  the  militia  law  re- 
quiring it  of  all  within  a  certain  age*  Note— They  are 
fond  of  fhooting,  are  accuftomed  to  it  from  early  lircj 
and  arc  fpecial  markfmen.  They  are  perfecting  xhem 
fclves  m  tlieir  c:5Crcifc.     Handling  the  mufkct  and  traia^ 
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ing,  are  the  fafliionabk  amufements  of  the  male  inha- 
bitants, while  the  females  encourage  .them  to  proceed. 
The  found  of  drums  and  fifes  is  conftantly  faluting  your 
ears.     Hufbands  and  wives^  parents  and  children,  bro- 
thers and  fifters>  lovers,  the  young  arid  the  old,  feem-  ' 
,    poflfefTed  of,  or  rather  to  be  poffeffed  by  a  martial  ipiriti:^ 
f.  and  are  fired  with  an  enthufiaftic  ^eal  for  liberty.     In: 
:.*  mo(l  places,  but  particularly  in  Berkjhin  and  Worcefter 
\\  counties,  where  the  influence  of  government  was  fuppofed 
*^-.to  prevail  moft,  nothing  is  to  be  feen  or  heard  of,  ^x-- 
cept  the  purchafing  of  arms  and  amjpunition,  the  caft- 
ing  of  balls,  and  the  making  of  all  thofe  preparations, 
which  teftify  the  moil  immediate  danger,  and  deter- 
mined refiftjhce. 

The  high  military  tone  of  the  country  people,  is  to- 
be  placed  chiefly  to  the  account  of  the  two  bills  "  for 
:  regulating     the    government    of   the    Maflachufetts^'*. 
and  "  the  impartial  adminiflxation'  of  juflice  in  it," 
:  Thefe  bills  have  propofed  fo  thorough  a  change  in  the- 
civil  and  religious  liberties  of  towns  and  individuals, 
that  they  view  themfelves  as  intentionally  deprived  of 
'  €very  privilege,  and  reduced  to  the  necefllty  of  fighting . 
r  for  all  they  hold  dear  to  them.     It  is  of  the  utmoft  con- 
fequence  that  juries  ^ould  not  be  packed.     The  accuf- 
'  tomed  mode  of  elefting  them  is  excellent,  but  liable, 
to  abufe,  and  there  "may  have  been  inftanCes  wherein 
perfons  who  have  no  regard  to  religion  and  to  divine  re- 
velation, have  been  really  picked  up  to  ferve  a  turn  **** 
But  this,  will  not  juftify  that  moll  execrable  alteration  • 
of  leaving  it  in  the  power  of  the  governor  and  council, 
^  through  the  aid  of  the  Iheriff^,  to  obtain  fucli  a  jury  "in 

*  The  Rev,  Mr.  Whitney's  Difcourfe, 

.  e^ch 


381? .  *^   ^nt     HISTORY     OP     THt 

each  caufe,  as  may  beft  fuit  their  paffions  and  mtcreftsj 
whereby  the  lives  and  properties  of  the  fubjeft  are  put 
into  their  hands  without  control  *,  M 

It  is  alfo  to  be  enafted,  by  the  regulating  bill,  tHat 
after  the  firft  of  Auguft  1774,  there  fhal!  be  no  town^ 
meetings,  widiout  the  leave  of  the  governor  or  litrute^ 
nant  governor  in  wriring,  exprefling  the  fpecial  bufinefs 
dffuch  meetings,  firft  obtained^  except  the  annual  nneet- 
^  ings  in  March  for  the  choice  of  feleftmenj  conftablci 
and  other  officers  5  and  in  May  for  the  eledion  of  rc- 
prefentativcs,  and  meetings  to  fill  up  the  offices  afore* 
faid  on  death  or  removal ;  and  that  no  other  matter  fiiall 
be  treated  of  at  fuch  meetings,  except  the  ele6tion  of 
aforefaid  officers  or  reprefentatives,  nor  a%.  any  other 
meeting  except  chc  bufinefs  exprelTed  in  the  leave  given- 
A  more  obnoxious  alteration  could  fcarce  have  beea 
invented. 

Every  town  is  an  incorporated  republic*  The  feleft- 
men  by  their  own  authority^  or  upon  the  application  of 
a  certain  number  of  townfmen>  ifllie  a  warrant  for  the 
calling  of  a  town^-meeting.  The  warrant  mentions  the 
bufinefs  to  be  engaged  in,  and  no  other  can  be  legally 
executed.  The  inhabitants  are  warned  ro  attends  and 
they  that  afe  prefent,  though  not  a  quarter  or  tenth  of 
the  whole,  have  a  right  to  proceed.  They  chooft  a  pre- 
fident  by  the  name  of  Moderatorj  who  regulates  the 
,  proceedings  of  the  meeting.  Each  individual  has  an 
equal  liberty  of  delivering  his  opinion,  and  is  not  liable 
to  be  filenced  or  browbeaten  by  a  richer  or  greater  townf- 
man  than  himfelf.     Every  freeman  or  freeholder,  as  the 
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*  The  lords  proieft  againft  the  afl  for  the  better  regulating  of  itut 
govcimncnt, 
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bufinefs  regards  either  the  freeholders  in  particular' or 
the  freemen  at  large,  gives  his  vote  or  not,  and  for  or 
againft  as  he  pleafes;  and  each  vote  weighs  equally, 
whether  that  of  the  higheft  or  loweft  inhabitant.     At 

'  thefe  town-meetings  the  people  are  ufed  to  debate  and 
conclude  upon  inftruftions  to  their  reprefentatives  re- 
fpefting  matters  before,  or  likely  to  come  before  the  ge- 
neral court — freely  to  exprefs  their  fentiments  regarding 
public  tranfadions— to  agree  upon  the  choice  of  a  mi- 

-  nifter,  and  the  falary  they  Ihall  give  him ;  upon  build- 
ing or  repairing  the  meeting  houfe,  and  upon  a  variety 
of  other  interefting  matters,  which  concern  the  cxercife 
'  of  their  civil  or  facred  privileges.  All  the  New  Eng^bind 
towns  are  upon  the  fame  plan  in  general,  though  dit- 

■  ferent  in  certain  particulars*  In  the  colony  of  Rhode 
k  Ifland,  they  have  no  minifter  paid  by  the  town  as  a  town, 
I  nor  is  it  allowed  by  the  government  ,•  the  falary  is  noc 
1^  a  town  charge,  but  is  made  up  out  of  the  voluntary  con- 
I  tributions  of  the  denomination  to  which  he  is  joined. 

I  From  the  free  exercife  of  all  the  above  cited  rights, 
y  the  Maflachufetts  inhabitants  are  to  be  fufpendcd  by  the 
I  aforefaid  enafting  claufe.  When  they  wilh,  or  hav^  oc- 
^  cafion  to  hold  meetings  for  any  of  the  above  ptirpbfes,. 
f  they  will  be  obliged  to  apply  to  die.  governor,  idwi  rtasf 
I  put  a  negative  upon  every  •  application,  and  who  wHl 
I  have  it  in  his  power  to  prevent  their  fettling  a  minifter, 
[■  when  the  pulpit  is  become  vacant,  till  he  can  be  well 
1  affured  that  the  perfon  on  whom  the  choice  wiil  fidl^ 
.    cither  does  or  will  incline  to  fupport  governmental  mea- 

■  fures. 

The  bill  for  the  impartial  adminiftration  of  juftice, 
.  the  people  confider  as  threatening  them  with  militarf 

execu- 
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execution,  if  they  comply  not  with  that  fat  ibt  bet£er 
rtgalating  of  the  govcmmcnt.  The  Englifh  bkxxl  wMch . 
they  have  derived  from  their  forefathers,  vnthotxt  -cor-*. 
nspting  it  by  foreign  mixtures,  for  they  have  been  too 
national  to  encourage,  like  fome  colonies,  the  (etttement 
of  foreigners  among  them — that  blood  boils  in  ididr  • 
veins  at  thefe  two  bills,  and  fires  them  to  a  military  op-  • 
pofition*^    The  inhabitants  of  Conneflicut  mean  not  to 
be  idle  Ipedtators  of  the  fate  of  their  fitter  colony,  \i4iich ; 
can  only  be  a  prelude  to  their  own,  and  are  therefore, 
giving  into  equal  exertions  for  ftemming  the  approadi- 
ing  torrent; 

Soon  after  general  Gage^.s  arrival,  two  regiments  of  foot,  • 
with  a  fmall  detachment  of  the  artillery  and ibme  cait-  ■ 
non,  were  landed  at  Bofton,  and  encamped  on  the  com- 
mon. Thefe  troops  were  by  degrees  re-inforced  by  the . 
arrival. of  leveral  regiments  from  Ireland,  New  YodCy  • 
Halifax^  and  at  length  from  Quebec.  The  antval.and  i 
fbtion  of  thefe  troops,  was  far  from  being  agreeable  to  i 
the  inhabitants ;  nor  was  the  jealoufy  in  any  degree  lefi, 
in  the  minds  of  their  neighbours  of  the  fufrounding: 
counties.  The  diffatisfaftion  was  increafcd  by  placing  a » 
guard  upon  Bofton  neck,  the  narrow  iflhmus  which  joim  » 
the  peninfula  to  the  continent;  for  which  meaflire  die : 
frequent  defertion  of  the  foldiers  was  the  afiigned  rca-  • 
fbn.  Individuals  have  encouraged  fuch  defertion  5  and . 
the  Bofton  committee  have  not  failed  to  contribute  10 ' 
the  temptation,  by  making  the  fituation  of  the  foldiecyy : 
as  difagreeable  as  they  could,  and  by  counteracting  all  1 
endeavours  to  render  it  comfortable.  They  aft  fyfte^  ; 
matically  for  the  prevention  of  all  fupplies  for  the  Bric$i 
troops.    Through  their  connection  widi  the  neigjhbour*  , 

ing 
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ing  committees,  the  farmers  and  others  are  prevented 
felling  them  their  ftraw^  timber,  flit-worJk,  boardS|  ia 
Ihort  every  article  excepting  provifions  neceffary  for  their  ... 
fiibfiftence.     The  ftraw  which  is  purchafed  for  thek-  fer- 
vice  is  daily  burnt.     Veflels  with  bripk,  intended  for  du^ 
army,  are  funk  j  and  carts  with  weod  are  overturned^ . 
Thus,  by  feme  contrivance  or  other,  purchafes  are  either 
prevented,  or  when  made,  the  king's  property  is  deftrpy^ 
ed  in  every  manner  in  which  it  can  be  effedted.     While 
thefe  things  arc  doing,  a  trifling  circumftance  gives  the 
inhabitants  of  Bofton  a  full  earne|t  of  the  fupport  they 
may  expedt  from  the  country  in  cafe  of  extremity,  and 
an  opportunity  of  knowing  the  general  temper  of  the 
people.     A  report  fpreads,  that  a  regiment  pofted  on 
the  neck,  has  cut  off  all  communication  with  the  coun- 
try, in  order  to  ftarve  the  town  into  a  compliance  with  " 
any  meafures  which  may  be  propofed  to  it.     Upon  this 
vague  report,  a  large  body  of  the  inhabitants  of  Wor- 
cefter  county  affemble,  and  difpatch  two  meffengers  ex- 
prefs  to  Bofton,  to  difcover  the  truth  of  the  informatipn* 
Thefe  envoys  acquaint  the  townfmen,  that  if  the  report 
had  been  true,  there  were  feveral  thoufand  armed  men 
ready  to  have  marched  to  their  afliftance.     They  tell 
them  further,  that  they  are  commiflioned  to  acquaint 
them,  that  even  though  they  fhould  be  dilpofed  to  a 
furrender  of  their  liberties,  the  people  of  the  country 
will  not  think  themfelves  at  all  included  in  their  aft ; 
that  by  the  late  adl  and  the  bills  pending  in  the  Britiih 
parliament,  when  the  laft  intelligence  was  t&ceived,  their 
charter  was  utterly  vacated  j  and  that  the  compadt  be-  .  / 
twecn  Britain  atlU  die  colonies  being  thus  dilTolvcd,  they  /^ 
Vol.  I.  ,     C  c  arc 
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executioo,  if  they  comply  not  widi  that  for  the  better 
regulating  of  the  govcnuncnt.  The  En^ifh  blood  which 
they  have  derived  from  their  forrfathers,  without  cor- 
rupting it  by  foreign  mixtures,  fw  diey  have  been  too 
national  to  encourage,  like  (bme  colonies,  the  Settlement 
of  foreigners  among  them — that  blood  boils  in  their 
veins  at  thefe  two  bills,  and  fires  them  to  a  military  op- 
pofidon.  The  inhabitants  of  Connefticut  mean  not  to 
be  idle  fpeftators  of  the  fate  of  their  fifter  colony,  which 
can  only  be  a  prelude  to  their  own,  and  are  therefore 
giving  into  equal  exertions  for  (lemming  the  approach- 
ing torrent. 

Soon  after  general  Gage's  arrival,  two  regiments  of  fiiot, 
with  a  fmall  detachment  of  the  artillery  and  ibme  can- 
non, were  landed  at  Bofton,  and  encamped  on  the  com- 
mon.    Thefe  troops  were  by  degrees  re-inforced  by  the 
arrival  of  feveral  regiments  from  Ireland,  New  York, 
Halifax,    and  at  length  from  Quebec.     The  arrival  and 
ftation  of  thefe  troops,  was  far  from  being  agreeable  to  : 
the  inhabitants ;  nor  was  the  jealoufy  in  any  degree  left, 
in  the  minds  of  their  neighbours  of  the  furrounding  • 
counties.     The  difTatisfadion  was  increafed  by  placing  a  . 
guard  upon  Bofton  neck,  the  narrow  ifthmus  which  joins 
the  peninfula  to  the  continent ;  for  which  meafiire  the 
frequent  dcfertion  of  the  foldiers  was  the  afligned  rea- 
fbn.     Individuals  have  encouraged  fuch  defertion  j  and 
the  Bofton  committee  have  not  failed  to  contribute  to  • 
the  temptation,  by  making  the  fituation  of  the  (bldiery, 
as  difagreeable  as  they  could,  and  by  countera£ting  all . 
endeavours  to  render  it  comfortable.     They  aft  lyfte-  . 
matically  for  the  prevention  of  all  fupplies  for  the  Britifh 
troopst    Through  their  connection  with  the  neighbour-  . 

ing 
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Barrington  and  fome  other  places,  the  p6(^e  aflcmblcd 
in  large  bodies;  and  filled  the  court -houfe  and  avienues 
in  fuch  a  nnanner,  that  neither  judge  nor  officer  could 
obtain  entrance;  and  upon  the  IheriflTs  eoflimandinjg 
thenm  to  make  way  for  the  court,  th^'yf  anlw*red,  ^  We 
kftow  no  court,  nxM*  any  other  cftabliflimei^^,  indepenr  . 
dent  of  the  ancient  laws  and  ufages  ofour  countryyadd 
to  none  other  will  we  fubmit,  or  give  way  upon  mf 
account." 

At  Salem  the  merchants,  freeholders,  and  other  in- 
habitants, were  by  hand-.bills  fummoned  to  meet  ok 
Wednefday  the  twenty-fourth,  to  confider  on  nieafurtt 
for  oppofing  the  execution  of  diyers  late  afts  of  parKa*- 
ment.  The  day  preceding -the  intended  meeting,  the  234 
governor,  who  refides  within  a  few  miles  of  the  place^  pulK 
lifhed  a  proclamation  prohibiting  all  perfons  from  attend*^ 
ing.  The  proclamation  being  difregarded,  a  compan]^ 
of  foldiers  were  ordered  into  town  to  dilpcrfe  the  meet* 
ing ;  but  before  they  got  to  it,  the  bufmefs  was  fuii(hedf» 
and  the  inhabitants  withdrawn.  Three  of  the  gcntlcr  • 
men  were  apprehended,  but  gave  bonds  to  appear  ia 
court,  and  fo  were  difcharged. 

The  proceedings  of  the  people  and  their  mamfeft 
difpofitions  have  alarmed  the  general,  who  has  though 
it  neceffary  for  the  fafetyof  the  troops,  as  well  as  to  fc* 
cure  the  important  poft  of  Bofton^  to  fortify  the  entrance 
at  the  neck,  which  affords  the  only  communication,  ex* 
cept  by  water,  between  the  town  and  the  continent. 
His  own  perfonal  fafety,  while  at  his- country  reiidenot 
in  Dan  vers,  would  have  been,  endangered,  had  not  th* 
prudence  of  Samuel  Holten  efq^  M.  D.  a  genuine^  de? 

C  c  2  cermiBe4^ 
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cxecudoo,  if  they  comply  not  with  that  for  the  better 
regulating  of  the  government.  The  £n^(h  blood  which 
they  have  derived  from  their  forefathers,  mthout  cor- 
rupting it  by  foreign  mixtures,  for  they  have  been  too 
national  to  encourage,  like  fome  colonies,  the  ictdement 
of  foreigners  among  them — that  blood  boils  in  their 
veins  at  thefe  two  bills,  and  fires  them  to  a  military  op- 
pofition*  The  inhabitants  of  Connedticut  mean  not  to 
be  idle  Ipeftators  of  the  fate  of  their  filler  colony,  which 
can  only  be  a  prelude  to  their  own,  and  arc  therefore 
giving  into  equal  exertions  for  ftemming  the  approach* 
ing  torrent. 

Soon  after  general  Gage's  arrival,  two  regiments  of  foot, 
with  a  fmall  detachment  of  the  artillery  and  fome  can- 
non, were  landed  at  Bofton,  and  encamped  on  the  com- 
mon.    Thefe  troops  were  by  degrees  re-inforced  by  die 
arrival  of  feveral  regiments  from  Ireland,  New  Yoric, 
Halifax,    and  at  length  from  Quebec.     The  arrival  and  : 
fbtion  of  thelc  troops,  was  far  from  being  agreeable  to  : 
the  inhabitants ;  nor  was  the  jealoufy  in  any  degree  lefs, 
in  the  minds  of  their  neighbours  of  the  flirrounding  ■ 
counties.     The  diffatisfaftion  was  increafcd  by  placing  a  . 
guard  upon  Boflon  neck,  the  narrow  ifthmus  which  joins 
the  peninfula  to  the  continent;  for  which  meafure  the 
frequent  defertion  of  the  foldiers  was  the  afligned  rca- 
fon.     Individuals  have  encouraged  fuch  defertion  5  and 
the  Bofton  committee  have  not  failed  to  contribute  to  • 
the  temptation,  by  making  the  fituation  of  the  foldieryt 
as  difagreeable  as  they  could,  and  by  countera£ting  all  . 
endeavours  to  render  it  comfortable.     They  aft  fylte-  . 
matically  for  the  prevention  of  all  fupplies  for  the  Bridfh 
troopst    Through  their  connedion  with  the  neighbour-  . 

ing 
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Barrington  and  fome  other  places,  the  peofde  aflfcrhblcd 
in  large  bodies ;  and  filled  the  court -houfe  and  avenues 
in  fuch  a  naanner,  that  neither  judge  nor  officer  could 
obtain  entrance;  and  upon  the  fheriff's  cqrihrnandinj 
them  to  make  way  for  the  court,  thej<  anfw*red,  ^  We 
know  no  court,  nor  any  other  eftabliftimeftt,  indepeib- 
dent  of  the  ancient  laws  and  ufages  o^our  countryyadd 
to  none  other  will  we  fubmit,  or  give  way  upon  any 
account." 

At  Salem  the  merchants,  freeholders,  and  other  in- 
habitants, were  by  hand-bills  liunmoned  to  meet  oA 
Wednefday  the  twenty-fourth,  to  confider  on  meafureb 
for  oppofing  the  execution  of  divers  late  afts  of  parlia^ 
ment*  The  day  preceding 'the  intended  meeting,  the  254 
governor,  who  refides  within  a  few  miles  of  the  place,  pub^ 
lifhed  a  proclamation  prohibiting  all  perfons  from  attend'^ 
ing.  The  proclamation  being  difregarded,  a  companjT 
of  foldiers  were  ordered  into  town  to  dilpcrfe  the  meet- 
ing J  but  before  they  got  to  it,  the  bufmefs  was  finilhed, 
and  the  inhabitants  withdrawn.  Three  of  the  gcntlcr 
men  were  apprehended,  but  gave  bonds  to  appear  m 
court,  and  fo  were  difcharged. 

The  proceedings  of  the  people  and  their  manifeft 
difpofitions  have  alarmed  the  general,  who  has  thought 
it  neceffary  for  the  fafetf  of  the  troops,  as  well  as  to  fc* 
cure  the  important  poft  of  Bofton,  to  fortify  the  entrance 
at  the  neck,  which  affords  the  only  communication,  ex* 
cept  by  water,  between  the  town  and  the  continent. 
His  own  perfonal  fafety,  while  at  his-  country  refidcno* 
^in  Dan  vers,  would  have  beenr  endangered,  had  npt  the 
>rudencc   of  .Samuel  ^       1  efq^  M,  D.  a  genuine  de? 

termifle4) 
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Jtme  General  Gage  was  fo  alarmed  at  the  idea  of  a  Jdmn 
^5*  leapie  and  covenant^  that  he  iflued  a  ftrong  proclamation 
againft  it,  ftiting  it  an  unkwfijl,  hoftile,  and  traiterous 
combination.  He  charged  all  magiftratcs  to  apprehend 
and  fecure  for  trialj  fuch  as  fhould  have  any  (hare  in 
aiding  or  abetting  the  foregoing  or  any  fiinilar  covenant. 
^Thc  charge  >vas  needlefs  i  for  the  engagement  was  fb  tin- 
guardedly  expreficdj  and  lb  extremely  infnaring,  that 
it  was  feverely  cenfured  by  nnany  of  the  befl  and  warmeft 
ions  of  liberty^  in  and  about  Boftonj  who  refufed  to 
give  it  fupport  \  fo  that,  liowever  it  might  be  venerated 
out  of  the  colony,  it  funk  into  obfciirity  at  home;  and 
changed  its  form  into  one  that  was  lefs  exceptionable, 
and  yet  equally  well  calculated  to  flop  the  trade  with 
Great  Britain,  and  that  accorded  widi  thofe  entered  into 
about  the  fame  timcj  in  various  parts  of  the  continent, 
without  any  previous  concert  with  each  other,  any  more 
than  with  Botton,  The  coincidence  of  fentiments  and 
'  meafures,  given  into  by  individuals,  and  affemblies 
larger  and  fmaller,  in  die  ftveral  and  moft  diftant  colo- 
niesj  without  any  previous  contrivance/  has  been  fo  re- 
markable, that  pcrfons,  the  furtheft  removed  from  fu- 
perftition,  have  inclined  to  afcribe  it  to  a  fpecial  pro- 
vidence of  God.  They  have  been  feemingly  actuated 
by  one  and  the  fame  fpirit,  nearly  at  the  fame  inftant. 
When  letters  have  been  difpatched  from  Bofton  to  fel- 
low-patriots afar,  afldng  or  giving  advice;  letters  from 
ihefe  have  been  upon  tlie  road,  giving  or  afking  the 
very^  advice  which  was  wanted — the  like  in  other  mat- 
ters. Not  that  there  is  a  uniformity  in  all  points  through 
the  continent.  The  people  may  be  divided  into  two 
great  claffes.      One  is  for  rulhing  headlong  into  the 

grcatcft 
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greateft  extremities,  without  waiting  till  other  meafiirciB 

are  tried,  or  receiving  the  general  fenfe  of  the  cobnies; 

and  though  eager  for  holding  a  congrefs,  would  leave  it 

nothing  to  do,  but  to  profecute  the  violences  which  thtfjr 

have  began.     The  other  is  avcrfe  to  violent  meafures^ 

till  all  other  means  are  inefFeftually  tried.     They  wilh 

further  applications  to  be  made  to  Brita-in,  and  the  griev*- 

ances  they  complain  of,  with  the  ri^ts  which  they  d^m^ 

to  be  clearly  ftated  and  properly  prefented.     This,  they 

fay,  can  be  efFedually  done  only  by  a  general  congrels. 

There  is  a  third  party,  who  are  friends  to  the  Britiih 

adminiftration,  or  rather  who  do  not  totally  difapprove 

of  its  meafures  ^  but  their  voice  is  fo  low,  that  except 

.    in  a  few  particular  places,  it  can  fcarcely  be  diftinguiih- 

ed.     The  friends  to  colonial  rights  have  a  great  advan^ 

tage  over  them,    not  only  from  the  goodnefs  of  thar" 

C   caufe,  but  their  pofTefling  moll  of  the  preffes  on  the 

I    continent.     Thefe  are  chiefly  in  the  hands  of  the  whigs^ 

i   and  news-papers  publifhing  eflays  and  other  compoii^ 

tions,  againft  the  prevailing  opinions  of  the  people,  hav^ 

■    not  a  univerfal  fpread>  and  cannot  prove  fo  profitable 

I    to  the  proprietors,  as  thofe  on  the  other  fide  of  the  que(^ 

5    tion.     The  command,  which  the  fons  of  liberty  have  of 

^    the  prefi,  gives  them  the  fuperiority  in  point  pf  influ*., 

<    ence,  over  their  antagonifts  in  the  periodical  pubKca-* 

I    tions  of  the  day. 

As  the  Bofton  port-bill  prohibits  all  water-carri^e^ 

•^  befide   (hutting  up  the  port,  the  merchants  are  undei^ 

;'    the  neceffity  of  adopting  the  expenfive  mode  of  brin^g 

their  goods  from  Salem  or  Marblehead,  all  the  way 

round,  through  Cambridge  and  Roxbury,  to  Boflron, 

Had  they  been  allowed  to  bring  them  to  Charleflpwn  by 

land. 
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.    land  J  and  thence  to  crofs  them  over  by  water^  they ' 

have  favcd  a  fourth  of  the  way.     But  it  is  pleafmg  to 

'  ©bferve  what  trade  is  going  forward^    notwithftanding 

'    the  embarraiTmcnts  with  which  it  is  clogged.     Bofton  is 

,  exhibiting  a  fcene  of  patience,  fortitude  and  perfeverance> 
-"which  will  make  them  renowned  in  hiftory*  Though 
liberal  contributions  have  been  made,  are  raifing,  and 
win  be  raifed,  for  the  fuccour  of  fuiferers  i  yet  it  may 
be  eafily  conceived,  that  m  a  town  containing  ieverat 
thoufand  inhabitants,  who  have  fubfifted  chiefly  by  com- 
tnerce,  and  the  various  kinds  of  bufinefs  fubfervient  to 
it,  and  where  the  maintenance  of  many  families  depends 
merely  upon  locality,  the  catting  off  of  that  grand  fourcc 
of  their  employment  and  fubfiftence,  muft  ocoifion  great 
difb^effes  notwithftanding  every  relief.  Even  the  rich 
are  not  exempt  from  tlie  general  calamity^  as  a  very 
confiderable  part  of  their  property  confifts  in  wharfsj 
warehoufes,  ftores,  and  thofe  numerous  ej^eftions,  which 
arc  deftined  to  the  purpofes  of  commerce,  but  arc  no^ 
no  longer  profitable.  *  ^ 

The  people  at  large  have  been  for  fometime  prepar- 

/Cing  to  defend  their  rights  with  the  point  of  the  fword, 
'  They  fee,  that  they  are  either  to  be  terrified,  or  driven 
into  fubmiflion,  by  an  armed  force  i  and  are  for  pro- 
viding againft  both.  The  countrymen,  in  returning 
from  Bofton,  aj-e  daily  bringing  out  guns,  knapfacks, 
&c.  Every  one  appears  defirous  of  being  well  accou- 
tred. They  have  arms  in  general,  the  militia  law  re* 
quiring  It  of  all  within  a  certain  age.  Note — They  arc 
fond  of  [hooting,  arc  accuftomed  to  it  from  early  lifev 
and  arc  Ipecial  markfmen.  They  arc  perfeding  theml 
felves  in  their  cxcrcife*    Handling  the  mulket  and  trahi4 
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iRg,  are  the  fafliidnable  amufements  of  the  male  inha- 
bitants, while  the  females  encourage  .them  to  proceed. 
The  found  of  drums  and  fifes  is  conftantly  faluting  your 
ears.     Hufbands  and  wivesy  parents  and  children,  bro- 
thers and  fitters,  lovers,  the  young  and  the  old,  ieem^ 
pofleffed  of,  or  rather  to  be  poffelTed  by  a  martial  ipiritjiV 
and  are  fired  with  an  enthufiaftic  ^eal  for  liberty.     In: 
mo(t  places,  but  particularly  in  Berkjhire  and  Worafier 
■  counties,  where  the  influence  of  government  was  fuppofed 
^to  prevail  moft,  nothing  is  to  be  feen  or  heard  of,  «x-- 
*cept  the  purchafing  of  arms  and  amjpunition,  the  catt- 
ing of  balls,  and  the  making  of  all  thofe  preparations, 
■^which  teftify  the  moft  immediate  danger,  and  deter- 
;  mined  refift^ce. 

'     The  high  military  tone  of  the  country  people,  is  to- 

!*^be  placed  chiefly  to  the  account  of  the  two  bills  "  for 

jregulating     the   government    of  the   MafTachufetts^'*. 

and  "  the  impartial  adixiinifbation   of  juftice  in  it." 

■Thefe  bills  have  propofed  fo  thorough  a  change  in  the 

civil  and  religious  liberties  of  towns  and  individuals, 

ihat  they  view  themfelves  as  intentionally  deprived  of 

every  privilege,  and  reduced  to  the  necefTity  of  fighting . 

K)r  all  they  hold  dear  to  them.     It  is  of  the  utmoft  con- 

Bequence  that  juries  ihould  not  be  packed.     The  accuf- 

loomed  mode  of  elefting  them  is  excellent,  but  liable 

hCd  abufe,  and  there  "may  have  been  inftances  wherein 

toerfons  who  have  no  regard  to  religion  and  to  divine  re- 

irelation,  have  been  really  picked  up  to  ferve  a  turn  **'* 

fBut  this,  will  not  juftify  that  moft  execrable  alteration 

of  leaving  it  in  the  power  of  the  governor  and  council, 

through  the  aid  of  the  fheriff,  to  obtain  fuch  a  jury  "in 

*  The  Rev,  Mr,  Whitney's  Difcourfe, 

each 
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each  caufe,  as  may  beft  fuit  their  paflions  and  interefts, 
whereby  the  lives  and  properties  of  the  fubjeft  are  put 
into  their  hands  without  control  *.  ^ 

'  It  is  alfo  to  be  enafted,  by  the  regulating  bill,  tMt 
after  the  firft  of  Auguft  1774,  t]ierc  fhall  be  no  town^ 
meetings,  without  the  leave  of  the  governor  or  lieute- 
nant governor  in  writing,  expreffing  the  fpecial  bufineft 
of  fuch  meetings,  firft  obtained,  except  the  annual  meet- 
>  ings  in  March  for  the  choice  of  feleftmen^  conftabb 
and  other  oiEcers  ;  and  in  May  for  the  eleftion  of  re- 
prefentatives,  and  meetings  to  fill  up  the  officij:s  afore- 
faid  on  death  or  removal ;  and  that  no  other  matter  fhall 
be  treated  of  at  fuch  meetings,  except  the  eleflion  of 

'    aforefaid  officers  or  reprefentatives,    nor  ai.  any  oth4^ 
meeting  except  the  bufinefs  exprefled  in  the  leave  given* 
A  more  obnoxious  alteration  could  fcarce   have  bei 
invented. 

Every  town  is  aft  incorporated  republic.  The  felei 
men  by  their  own  authority,  or  upon  the  application  of 
z  certain  number  of  townfmen,  ilTue  a  warrant  for  the 
calling  of  a  town-meeting.  The  warrant  mentions  the 
bufinefs  to  be  engaged  in,  and  no  other  can  be  legallj^ 
executed.  The  inhabitants  are  warned  to  attend  5  aod 
they  that  are  prefent^  though  not  a  quarter  or  tenth  of 
the  whole,  have  a  right  to  proceed.  They  choofe  a  prfllfl 
fident  by  the  name  of  Moderator,  who  regulates  the 

.  proceedings  of  the  meeting.  Each  individual  has  afl 
equal  liberty  of  delivering  his  opinion,  and  is  not  liabb 
to  be  filenccd  or  browbeaten  by  a  richer  or  greater  townf* 
man  than  hinnfelf     Every  freeman  or  freeholderj  as  drf 

*  The  lords  proteft  againft  the  afi  for  the  better  regulating  of  il* 
govemnient, 

5  ^  buflocis 
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bufinefs  regards  either  the  freeholders  in  particular' or 
the  freemen  at   large,  gives  his  vote  or  not,  and  for  or 
againft  as  he  pleafes;    and  each  vote  weighs  equally, 
whether  that  of  the  higheft  or  loweft  inhabitant.     At 
•  thefe  town-meetings  the  people  are  ufed  to  debate  and 
conclude  upon  inftru6tions  to  their  reprefentativcs  re- 
fpefting  matters  before,  or  likely  to  come  before  the  ge- 
neral court — freely  to  exprefs  their  fentiments  regarding 
public  tranfadtions— to  agree  upon  the  choice  of  a  mi- 
nifter,  and  the  falary  they  fliall  give  him ;  upon  build- 
ing  or  repairing  the  meeting  houfe,  and  upon  a  variety 
:  of  other  interefting  matters,  which  concern  the  cxercife 
)  of  their  civil  or  facred  privileges.     AH  the  New  Engjland 
[  towns  are  upon  the  fame  plan  in  general,  though  dit- 
[  ferent  in  certain  particulars.     In  the  cotony  of  Rhode 
Ifland,  they  have  no  minifter  paid  by  the  town  as  a  town, 
.nor  is  it  allowed  by  the  government;  the  falary  is  noc 
i-a  town  charge,  but  is  made  up  out  of  the  voluntary  con- 
tributions of  the  denomination  to  which  he  is  joined. 

From  the  free  exercife  of  all  the  above  cited  rights 
the  MafTachufetts  inhabitants  arc  to  be  fufpended  by  the 
laforefaid  enafting  claufe.  When  they  wifti,  or  have  oc- 
xafion  to  hold  meetings  for  any  of  the  above  porpofes,. 
they  will  be  obliged  to  apply  to  die.  governor,  whd  rtwy 
'put  a  negative  upon  every  •  application,  and  who  Wifi 
have  it  in  his  power  to  prevent  their  fettling,  a  minifter, 
ivhen  the  pulpit  is  become  vacant,  till  he  can  be  well 
afTured  that  the  perfon  on  whom  the  choice  m^  fidl> 
f  cither  does  or  will  incline  to  fupport  governmental  mea- 
':  fures. 

The  bill  for  the  impartial  adminiftration  of  juftice, 
^he  people  confider  as  threatening  them  widi  militarf 

execu- 
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execution,  if  they  comply  not  with  that  for  ifac  faetfef 
regulating  of  the  government.  The  En^fh  bkx>d  vAAA 
they  have  derived  from  their  forefathers,  ^thout  *08r- 
nspting  it  by  foreign  mixtures,  for  they  have  beea  too 
national  to  encourage,  like  fome  colonies,  the  fecdlenmBast 
of  foreigners  among  them — that  blood  boUs'  in  ^didr 
veins  at  thele  two  bills,  and  fires  them  to  a  milttaty  6|»- 
pofition*^  The  inhabitants  of  Connecticut  mean  not  to 
be  idle  fpedtators  of  the  fate  of  their  fifter  colony,  which 
can  only  be  a  prelude  to  their  own,  and  arc  tfacrefore 
^ving  into  equal  exertions  for  Hemming  the  approach- 
ing torrent; 

Soon  after  general  Gage's  arrival,  two  regiments  of  fixity  - 
with  a  fmall  detachment  of  the  artillery  andlbme  can- s 
non,  were  landed  at  Bofton,  and  encamped  on  the  com- 
mon. Thefe  troops  were  by  degrees  re-inforced  by  due : 
arrival, of  feveral  regiments  from  Ireland,  New  Yoil:,; 
Halifax^  and  at  length  from  Quebec.  The  jorml.ndi 
ftation  of  thefe  troops,  was  far  from  being  agreesUe  to  i 
the  inhabitants ;  nor  was  the  jealoufy  in  any  d^;ree  left, 
in  the  niinds  of  their  neighbours  of  the  iiirtbimdiDg  i 
counties.  The  diflatisfaftion  was  increafed  by  pladng  a . 
guard  upon  Bofton  neck,  the  narrow  ifthmus  which  jcom  ■ 
the  peninfula  to  the  continent;  for  which  meaflu^  the : 
frequent  defertion  of  the  foldiers  was  the  .affigned  i»-  ■ 
fon.  Individuals  have  encouraged  fuch  defertion  i  $tdt 
the  Bofton  committee  have  not  failed  to  contribute  to  > 
the  temptation,  by  making  the  fituation  of  the  fokticfyy ; 
as  difagreeable  as  they  could,  and  by  counterading  all  i 
endeavours  to  render  it  comfortable.  They^aft  fyfb^  : 
matically  for  the  prevention  of  all  fupplies  for  the 
troops.    Through  their  connection  with  the  neiL 

tag 
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ing  committees,  the  farmers  and  others  are  preventtd 
felling  them  their  ftraw^  timber,  flit-woric,  boards^  ia 
fhort  every  article  excepting  provifions  neceffary  for  their  . 
fubfiftence.     The  ftraw  which  is  purchafed  for  their  fer- 
vice  is  daily  burnt.     VefTels  with  brick,  intended  few  the; 
army,  are  funk  i  and  carts  with  wood  are  overturned* . 
Thus,  by  feme  contrivance  or  other,  purchafes  are  either 
prevented,  or  when  made,  the  king's  property  is  deftroy^^ 
ed  in  every  manner  in  which  it  can  be  efFefted.     While 
thefe  things  arc  doing,  a  trifling  circumftance  gives  the 
inhabitants  of  Bofton  a  full  earne|l  of  the  fupport  they 
may  expeft  from  the  country  in  cafe  of  extremity,  and 
an  opportunity  of  knowing  the  general  temper  of  the 
people.     A  report  fpreads,  that  a  regiment  polled  on 
the  neck,  has  cut  off  all  communication  with  the  cotm'* 
try,  in  order  to  ftarve  the  town  into  a  compliance  with 
any  meafures  which  may  be  propofed  to  it.     Upon  this 
vague  report,  a  large  body  of  the  inhabitants  of  Wor- 
cefter  county  aflfemble,  and  difpatch  two  meffengers  ex- 
prefs  to  Bofton,  to  difcover  the  truth  of  the  information* 
Thefe  envoys  acquaint  the  townfmen,  that  if  the  report 
had  been  true,  there  were  feveral  thoufand  armed  men 
ready  to  have  marched  to  their  afliftance.     They  tell 
them  further,  that  they  are  cgmmiflioned  to  acquaint 
them,  that  even  though  they  fhould  be  difpofed  to  a 
furrender  of  their  liberties,  the  people  of  the  country 
will  not  think  themfclves  at  all  included  in  their  adl ; 
that  by  the  late  aft  and  the  bills  pending  in  the  Britifh 
parliament,  when  the  laft  intelligence  was  ffeceived,  their 
charter  was  utterly  vacated  5  and  that  the  compaft  be-  w 
tvv^ecn  Britain  afllrt  die  colonies  being  thus  diflfolvcd,  they  /^ 
Vol.  I.  C  c  arc 
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are  it  ftdl  liberty  to  combine  together,  in  whit  manner 
tnd  fbhn  they  think  beft,  for  mutual  fecuritf . 
Aug*      The  governor,  by  a  proclamation  for  the  encourage- 
^*      ment  of  piety  and  virtue,  the  prevention  and  piHiiih- 
ment'Of  vice,  profenenefs  and  immorality,  hascxaipe* 
rated  the  minds  of  the  people,  owing  to  the  infeitmn  rf 
hypoenfy  among  the  imrtioralities.    They  have  bcca 
ftoffed  at  and  reproached  by  enemies,   and  thofe  of 
loofer  m^nnerSj  for  a  pharifaical  attention  to  outward 
forms  and  the  appearances  of  religion  i  and  iiterefore 
View  this  infertion  as  an  intended  infult.    With  the  bcw 
a€bs,  the  governor  received  a  lift  of  ^^6  new  counftttor^ 
who  agreeable  to  the  new  regulations,  have  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  crown,  contrary  to  the  method  prefcrilAd 
by  the  charter.    About  twenty-four  of  the  gentlenoeti 
have  accepted,  fo  that  there  is  a  fiifficicnt  number  to 
attempt  carrying  on  the  bufinefs  of  government.    But 
the  courts  of  judicature  at  Bofton  arc  fufpended,  for 
the  grand  juroi-s  refufe  to  tdce  the  oaths,  and  to  aft  un- 
der new  judges  and  laws.     The  petit  jurors   decSne 
ferving,  on  account  of  Peter  Oliver  elq;  ftanding  im- 
peached by  a  late  honorable  houfe  of  commons  of  Ac 
province,  and  of  the  judges  of  the  fuperior  court  being 
made  to  depend  upon  the  crown.     Not  only  fo,  but  th(f 
great  and  petty  juries  through  the  colony,  unanimoufly 
refufe  to  aft  in  any  manner  under  the  new  regulations} 
and  the  clerks  of  the  court  have  found  it  neceffary  to 
acknowledge  their  contrition  in  the  public  papers,  fir 
iffuing  the  warrants  by  which  the  juries  were  fommonc4| 
And  not  only  to  declare  that  they  will  not  a£tTo  agsun, 
but  to  apologize  for  wl^at  they  have  done.     At  Great 

BarringtOA 
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Barrington  and  fome  other  places,  the  pet^e  a[flfcrnblcd 
in  large  bodies;  and  filled  the  court -houfe  and  avienues 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  neither  judge  ndr  officer  could 
obtain  entrance;  and  upon  the  Iheriff's  epnhmaftding 
them  to  make  way  for  the  court,  th^y  anfwfred,  ^  We 
kfiow  no  court,  nor  any  other  cftabliftimeftf,  indepchr  . 
dent  of  the  ancient  laws  and  ufages  of^our  countryyadd 
to  none  other  will  we  fubmit,  or  give  way  upon  ain^ 
account." 

At  Salem  the  merchants,  freeholders,  and  other  in- 
habitants, were  by  hand-.bills  fummoned  to  meet  ok 
Wednefday  the  twenty-fourth,  to  confider  on  mealurA 
for  oppofing  the  execution  of  divers  late  afts  of  pisirliai- 
menu  The  day  preceding -the  intended  meeting,  the  234 
governor,  who  refides  within  a  few  miles  of  the  place,  puis- 
lifhed  a  proclartiation  prohibiting  all  perfons  from  attend*^ 
ing.  The  proclamation  being  difregarded,  a  compan]^ 
of  foldiers  were  ordered  into  town  to  dilpcrfe  the  meet«- 
ing ;  but  before  they  got  to  it,  the  bufmels  was  finilhed^ 
and  the  inhabitants  withdrawn.  Three  of  the  gcntlcr  • 
men  were  apprehended,  but  gave  bonds  to  appear  ia 
court,  and  fo  were  difcharged. 

The  proceedings  of  the  people  and  their  manifeft 
difpofitions  have  alarmed  the  general,  who  has  thought 
it  neceflary  for  the  fafetf  of  the  troops,  as  well  as  to  fc* 
cure  the  important  poft  of  Bofton,  to  fortify  the  entrance 
at  the  neck,  which  affords  the  only  communication,  e» 
cept  by  water,  between  the  town  and  the  contiaciit. 
His  own  perfonal  fafety,  while  at  hi^  country  rcfidcaio* 
in  Dan  vers,  would  have  beenr  endangered,  had  not  thft 
prudence  of  Samuel  Holten  efq^  M.  D.  a  genuine^  de* 

C  c  2  cermine4j 
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are  ttM  liberty  to  combine  together,  in  whit  matmer 
tnd  form  they  think  bcft,  for  mutual  fecurity. 
Aug*      The  governor,  by  a  proclamation  for  the  cncouragc- 
^*      ment  of  piety  and  virtue,  the  prevention  and  piHiiih- 
mentof  vice,  profanenefs  and  immorality,  hascxa^-* 
rated  the  minds  of  the  people,  owing  to  the  iniertkm  of 
hyfoerify  among  the  imrtioralities.    They  have  bcca 
ftoffed  at  and  reproached  by  enemies,   and  thofe  of 
loofer  m^nnerSj  for  a  pharifaical  attention  to  outward 
forms  and  the  appearances  of  religion  j  and  therefore 
View  this  infertion  as  an  intended  infult.    With  the  new 
«€ts,  the  governor  received  a  lift  of  21^  new  counftlldrs^ 
who  agreeable  to  the  new  regulations,  have  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  crown,  contrary  to  the  method  preforibfed 
by  the  charter.    About  twenty-four  of  the  gentlemen 
have  accepted,  fo  that  there  is  a  lufficicnt  number  to 
attempt  carrying  on  the  bufinefs  of  government.    But 
the  courts  of  judicature  at  Bofton  arc  fufpended,  for 
the  grand  juroi-s  refufe  to  take  the  oaths,  arid  to  a6k  un- 
der new  judges  ^nd  laws.    The  petit  jurors   decfine 
ferving,  on  account  of  Peter  Oliver  efq;  ftanding  im- 
peached by  a  late  honorable  houfe  of  commons  of  the 
province,  and  of  the  judges  of  the  fuperior  court  bek^ 
made  to  depend  upon  the  crown.     Not  only  fo,  but  the 
great  and  petty  juries  through  the  colony^  unanimoufly 
refufe  to  aft  in  any  manner  under  tlie  new  regulations  \ 
and  the  clerks  of  the  court  have  found  it  neceflary  t^ 
acknowledge  their  contrition  in  the  public  papers, 
iffuing  the  warrants  by  which  the  juries  w^i^c  lummon 
and  not  only  to  declare  that  they  will  not  ad  fo  ^ 
but  to  apologize  for  what  they  ha^'C  done-     At  i 
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Barrington  and  feme  other  places,  the  people  aflcniblcd 
in  large  bodies;  and  filled  the  court -houfe  and  avenues 
in  fuch  a  nianner,  that  neither  judge  nor  officer  could 
obtain  entrance;  and  upon  the  flieriff's  corftrhaiiding 
them  to  make  way  for  the  court,  they?  anfwered,  ^  Wc 
know  no  court,  nor  any  other  cftabliftiment,  indepen- 
dent of  the  ancient  laws  and  ufages  of^-our  countryyand 
to  none  other  will  we  fubmit,  or  give  way  upon  any 
account." 

At  Salem  the  merchants,  freeholders,  and  other  in- 
habitants, were  by  hand-bills  fummoned  to  meet  oA 
Wednefday  the  twenty-fourth,  to  confider  on  meafures 
for  oppofing  the  execution  of  divers  late  afts  of  parlia^ 
ment.  The  day  preceding* the  intended  meeting,  the2j« 
governor,  who  refides  within  a  few  miles  of  the  place,  pulv- 
lifted  a  proclamation  prohibiting  all  perfons  from  attend* 
ing.  The  proclamation  being  difregarded,  a  company 
of  foldiers  were  ordered  into  town  to  dilperfe  the  meet- 
ing J  but  before  they  got  to  it,  the  bufmefs  was  finifhed, 
and  the  inhabitants  withdrawn.  Three  of  the  gcntlcr 
men  were  apprehended,  but  gave  bonds  to  appear  in 
court,  and  fo  ^\Tre  difcharged. 

The  proceedings  of  die  people  and  their  manifeft 
difpofinons  have  alarmed  the  general,  who  has  thought 
it  neceflTary  for  the  fafety  of  the  troops^  as  well  as  to  fe- 
►  cure  the  important  poft  of  Bofton,  to  fortify  the  entrance 
at  the  neck,  which  affords  the  only  communication,  tx^ 
cept  by  water,  between  the  town  and  the  continent. 
His  own  pcrfonal  fafety,  while  at  his  country  refidcnod 
[in  Danvcrs,  would  have  beerv  endangers  J,  had  not  the 

jdencc  of  S;unuel  Holtcn  cfq;  M»  D.  a  genuine^  de^ 

c  2  termine^j 
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Jane  GcnCTftl  Gag€  was  fo  alarmed  at  the  idea  of  d  /clmn 
^^\  kague  and  covenatit^  that  he  iffued  a  ftrong  proclamation 
againft  it,  ftiling  it  an  unkwfulj  hoftile,  and  traitcrom 
combination.  He  charged  all  nfiagiftrates  to  apprehend 
and  fecurc  for  trials  fiich  as  fhould  have  any  Ihare  in 
aiding  or  abetting  the  foregoing  or  any  finnilar  covenant. 
.  The  charge  was  needlefs  j  for  the  engagcnnent  was  fo  un- 
guardedly exprefll'd,  and  fo  extrennely  infnaring,  that 
it  was  fevercly  cenfured  by  many  of  the  beft  and  warmeft 
fons  of  liberty,  in  and  about  Bofton,  who  refufcd  to 
give  it  fupport  i  fo  that^  however  it  might  be  venerated 
out  of  the  colony,  it  funk  into  obfcuriry  at  home;  and 
changed  its  fornn  into  one  that  was  lefs  exceptionable, 
and  yet  equally  well  calculated  to  ftop  the  trade  with 
Great  Britain,  and  that  accorded  with  thofe  entered  into 
about  the  fame  time,  in  various  parts  of  the  continent, 
•without  any  previous  concert  with  each  other,  any  more 
than  with  Eofton,  The  coincidence  of  fcntimcnts  and 
meaiures,  given  into  by  individuaLs,  and  aflemblies 
larger  and  fmaller,  in  the  feveral  and  moft  diftant  colo- 
nics, without  any  previous  contrivance,'  has  been  fo  ttA 
markablc,  that  pcrfons,  the  furtheft  removed  from  fu- 
perftition,  have  inclined  to  afcribe  it  to  a  fpecial  pro- 
vidence of  God.  They  have  been  feemingly  a£tuatf<J 
by  one  and  the  fame  fpirit,  nearly  at  the  fame  inftant. 
When  letters  have  been  difpatchcd  from  Bofton  to  felJ 
low-patriots  afar,  afklngor  giving  advice;  letters  from 
Aefe  have  been  upon  the  road,  giving  or  afking  t)ie 
very  advice  which  was  wanted — the  like  in  other  mat- 
ters. Not  that  there  is  a  uniformity  in  all  points  tlirough 
the  continent.  The  people  may  be  divided  into  two 
great  clafics.     One  is  for  rulhing  headlong  into  the 

grcate 
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greateft  extremities,  without  waiting  till  other  meafureg    ? 

are  tried,  or  receiving  the  general  fenfe  of  the  colonies  5 

and  though  eager  for  holding  a  congrefs,  would  leave  it 

nothing  to  do,  but  to  profecutc  the  violences  which  they 

have  began.     The  other  is  avcrfe  to  violent  meafurcib 

till  all  other  means  are  inefFefhially  tried.     They  wilh 

further  applications  to  be  made  toBrita,in,  and  thegriev^ 

ances  they  complain  of,  with  the  ri^ts  which  they  claims 

to  be  clearly  ftated  and  properly  prefented.     This,  they 

fay,  can  be  effeftually  done  only  by  a  general  congrefi. 

There  is  a  third  party,  who  are  friends  to  the  Britilh 

adminiftration,  or  rather  who  do  not  totally  difapprove 

.    of  its  meafures  5  but  their  voice  is  fo  low,  that  except 

,    in  a  few  particular  places,  it  can  fcarcely  be  diftinguifh* 

,    cd.     The  friends  to  colonial  rights  have  a  great  advaiir 

j;    tage  over  them,    not  only  from  the  goodnefs  of  thar 

K    caufe,  but  their  pofTefling  moft  of  the  preffcs  on  the 

[,    continent.     Thefe  are  chiefly  in  the  hands  of  the  whigs> 

i    and  news-papers  publifhing  eflays  and  other  compoli^ 

[    tions,  againft  the  prevailing  opinions  of  the  people,  hav^ 

^   not  a  univerfal  fpread>  and  cannot  prove  fo  profitable 

I    to  the  proprietors,  as  thofe  on  the  other  fide  of  the  que£- 

^   tion.     The  command,  which  the  fons  of  liberty  have  of 

the  prefe,  gives  them  the  fuperiority  in  point  pf  influ*., 

I    ence,  over  their  antagonifts.  in  the  periodical  publican 

tions  of  the  day. 

As  the  Bofton  port-bill  prohibits  all  water-carri^^> 

t  befide   (hutting  up  the  port,  the  merchants  are  undof^ 

i    the  neceffity  of  adopting  the  expenfive  mode  of  bringing 

their  goods  from  Salem  or  Marblehead,  all  the  way 

round,  through  Cambridge  and  Roxbury,  to  Bofton^ 

Had  they  been  allowed  to  bring  them  10  Charlefljown  by 

land, 
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land,  and  thence  to  crofs  them  over  by  water,  they  wwH 
have  faved  a  fourth  of  the  way.  But  it  is  pleafing  to 
obferve  what  trade  is  going  ft)rward,  notwidiftanding 
the  embarrafTments  with  which  it  is  clogged.  Boffcon  is 
exhibiting  a  fcene  of  patience,  fortitude  andperfcvcrancc, 
which  will  make  them  renowned  in  hiftory.  Thou^ 
liberal  contributions  have  been  made,  arc  railing,  and 
will  be  raifed,  for  the  fuccour  of  fuffererss  yet  it  may 
be  eafily  conceived,  that  in  a  town  containing  fevend 
thoufand  inhabitants,  who  have  fubfifted  chiefly  by  com- 
merce, and  the  various  kinds,  of  bufinefs  fubfervicnt  to 
it,  and  where  the  maintenance  of  many  families  depends 
merely  upon  locality,  the  cutting  off  of  that  grand  fbnrce 
of  their  employment  and  fubfiftence,  muft  oc&fion  great 
diftrefles  notwithftanding  every  relief.  Even  the  riA 
are  not  exempt  from  the  general  calamity,  as  avciy 
confiderable  part  of  their  property  confifts  in  whar6| 
warehoufes,  ftores,  and  thofe  numerous  ere6tions,  which 
are  deftihed  to  the  purpofes  of  commerce,  but  are  now 
no  longer  profitable. 

The  people  at  large  have  been  for  fometime  prepar^ 
/.  ing  to  defend  their  rights  with  the  point  of  the  fword. 
They  fee,  that  they  are  either  to  be  terrified,  or  driven 
into  fubiniflion,  by  an  armed  force ;  and  are  for  pro- 
viding againft  both.  The  countrymen,  in  returning 
from  Bofton,  are  daily  bringing  out  guns,  knapfacksi 
&c.  Every  one  appears  defirous  of  being  well  accou- 
tred. They  have  arms  in  general,  the  militia  law  re- 
quiring it  of  all  within  a  certain  age.  Note — ^They  ait 
fond  of  Ihooting,  are  accuftomed  to  it  from  early  lifCj 
and  are  Ipecial  markfmen.  They  are  perfedling  them- 
felves  in  their  cxcrcife.     Handling  the  mufkct  and  trains 

ingi 
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ing,  are  the  fafhionable  amufements  of  the  male  inha- 
bitants, while  the  females  encourage. them  to  proceed. 
The  found  of  drums  and  fifes  is  conftantly  faluting  your 
ears*     Hufbands  and  wives5  parents  and  children,  bro- 
thers and  fifters>  lovers,  the  young  arid  the  old,  fcem-  - 
poflfefTed  of,  or  rather  to  be  poffefTed  by  a  martial  lpiritj:y 
and  are  fired  with  an  enthufiaftic  ^eal  for  liberty.     In: 
i  mo(t  places,  but  particularly  in  Berkjhire  and  Worcefier 
^.  counties,  where  the  influence  of  government  was  fuppofed 
;^to  prevail  moll,  nothing  is  to  be  feen  or  heard  ofi  fix-- 
'cept  the  purchafing  of  arms  and  amjpunition,  the  caft- 
ing  of  balls,  and  the  making  of  all  thofe  preparations, 
\  which  teftify  the  moft  immediate  danger,  and  deter- 
[  mined  refiftjnce. 

['     The  high  military  tone  of  the  country  people,  is  to- 

I'be  placed  chiefly  to  the  account  of  the  two  bills  "  for 

regulating     the    government    of  the    MaflTachufettSj'*. 

and  "  the  impartial  adixiiniflration   of  juflice  in  it/' 

Thefe  bills  have  propofed  fo  thorough  a  change  in  the- 

civil  and  religious  liberties  of  towns  and  individuals, 

ithat  they  view  themfelves  as  intentionally  deprived  of 

icvery  privilege,  and  reduced  to  the  necefllty  of  fighting 

iox  all  they  hold  dear  to  them.     It  is  of  the  utmoft  con- 

quence  that  juries  Should  not  be  packed.     The  accuf- 

tomed  mode  of  elefting  them  is  excellent,  but  liable 

to  abufe,  and  there  "may  have  been  infl:ances  wherein 

tperfons  who  have  no  regard  to  religion  and  to  divine  re- 

E  velation,  have  been  really  picked  up  to  ferve  a  turn  */* 

^But  this,  will  not  juftify  that  mofl  execrable  alteration 

[of  leaving  it  in  the  power  of  the  governor  and  council, 

through  the  aid  of  the  flierifi^,  to  obtain  fuch  a  jury  "in 

*  The  Rev,  Mr.  Whitney's  Difcourfe. 

.  Ciich 
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hath  been  or  fhall  i3e  paid-;  and; from  and. after  the&A 
of  .Ivlarch  aexi:,  they  will  not  purchafc  or  nfc  any  Eafi 
India  tea  whiuevcr,  nor  any  of  thpfc  goods,  they  Jjwrc 
agreed  not  to  import^  which  they  fhall,  hav?  caufe  to 
iuiped  were  imported  after  the  firft  of  Deppmber»  ex- 
cept fuch  as  come  under  the  diredions  afterws^id  men- 
tioned : — By  the  fourth.  That  the  non-exportation  agn^-t 
ment  {hall  be  fufpended  to  the  tenth  of  Septeniber  17751 
after  which,  if  the  a6ls  or  parts  of  ads  objedl^  to  are 
not  repealed,  they  will  not  diredly  or  indircdly  export 
any  commodity  whatfoever  to  Great  Britain,  Ireland  or 
the  Weft  Indies^  except  rice  to  Europe  :*-^y  Jthcf  fi(tfa» 
*rhat  they  will  never  more  have  any  commercial  iater* 
courfe  with  any  Britifh  merchants,  who  may  fbip  goods 
in  violation  of  and  with  a  view  of  breaking  the  dSh 
ciation : — By  die  eighth,  That  they  will  enccHirage  fru- 
gality, oeconomy  and  induftry,  proi^iote  a^icultui;e  arts 
and  manufaftures,  difcqurage  every  fpecies  of  q^trsnor 
gance  and  diflipation,  and  will  wear  no  other  mouTDiog 
than  a  piece  of  crape  or  ribbon : — ^By^the  fourteemli  upd 
laft,  That.they  will  have  no  trade,  dealings, or  inta:coui& 
whatfojcyer,  with  any  North  American  colony,  or  jmo- 
■^^  Tince^  that  fhall  not  .accede  to,  or  that  Ihall  horcaiw 
'  violate  the  aflbciation;  but  will  hold  them  as  iniirfkial 
to  their  pountry.     This  aflbciation,  which  is  to  contmue 
in  force,  till  the  above  ads,  or  parts  of  ada,  whiwin 
they  relate  to  the  colonies,  are  r.epe^kd,  has  b^sen  IigDcd 
24.     by  all  the  memb^s  of  congrefs, ..  *,  . 

In  their  addrefs  to  the  peopl?  of  G/eat  Bri?ai%,jlhc 
congrefs  pay  the  ^gheft  praife  to  the  noble  .and,genqrous 
virtues  of  their  and  our  common  anceftors^  bu^:!^  * 
way  which  rather  reproaches  you  with  a  ibamefyl^d^^ 

neracy. 


AMERICAN       REVOLUTION.  40  J 

neraey.  They  tell  you  not  to  be  furprifed,  that  theyi 
who  are  defcended  from  the  fame  common  aneeftorsi- 
fliould  refufe  to  furrender  their  liberties  and  the  confti^ 
tution  you  fo  juftly  boaft  of,  to  men,  who  found  their 
claims  on  no  principles  of  reafon,  and  who  profccute 
them  with  a  defign,  that  by  having  our  lives  and  pro- 
perty in  their  power,  they  may  with  the  greater  facility 
enflave  j^^.  They  complain  of  being  oppreffed,  abufed 
and  mifreprefented,  fo  that  it  is  become  a  duty  to  them- 
felves  and  their  pofterity,  and  to  the  general  welfare  of 

■  the  Britifli  empire,  to  addrefs  you  on  this  very  impor- 
tant fubjeft.  They  call  upon  you  yourfelves,  to  witnefi 
to  their  loyalty  and  attachment  to  the  common  intcreft 
of  the  whole  empire ;  to  their  efforts  in  the  laft  war  j 
and  to  your  own  acknowledgment  of  their  zeal,  and 
your  even  reimburfing  them  large  fums  of  money,  which 
you  confeffed  they  had  advanced  beyond  their  propor- 
tion, and  far  beyond  their  abilities.  They  proceed  to 
ftate  and  exarnine  the  meafures  and  the  feveral  ads  of 
parliament,  which  they  confider  as  hoftile  to  America ; 
and  reprefent  the  probable  confequences  to  your  country 
ftiould  miniftry  be  able  to  carry  the  point  of  taxation^ 
and  reduce  the  colonies  to  a  ft^te  of  perfect  flavery* 
They  ingenioufly  endeavour  to  render  theirs  a  caufe  com- 
mon to  both  countries,  by  IJiowing,  that  fuch  fucccfs 

.  might  in  the  end,  be  as  fatal  to  the  liberties  of  Britain 
as  to  thofe  of  America.  "  Take  care  (fay  they)  that 
you  do  not  fall  into  the  pit  preparing  for  us*"  After 
denying  the  feveral  charges  of  being  feditious,  impatient 
of  government,  and  defirous  of  independency^  i/Aich 
they  affert  to  be  calumnies ;  they  declare,  that  if  neither 
the  voice  of  juftice>  the  diftates  of  th€  law>  the  priii- 
VoL,  L  D  d  ciplcs 
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ciples  of  the  conftkution,  nor  the  fuggeftions 
nicy,  can  reflrain  your  hands  from  ihedding  of  human 
blood  in  fuch  an  impious  caufe^  they  rruft  tell  you, 
*'  That  they  never  will  fubmit  to  be  hewers  of  wood>  or 
•dra.wers  of  water  for  any  miniftiy  or  nation  in  the  world." 
They  afterward  make  a  propofal^  which,  if  duly  attend- 
ed to,  may  nftbrd  a  favorable  bafis  for  negotiation— 
*<  Place  U5  in  the  fame  fuuation  that  wc  were  in  at  the 
dofe  of  die  laft  war,  and  our  former  harmony  will  be 
reftored."  The  fame  tmtli  was  tranfmitted  to  fome  of 
tlie  miniftry  by  the  late  reverend  Mr.  IFhitefield  before 
his  death  in  1770  at  Newbury-port,  in  nearly  the  fol- 
lowing words,  *^  Would  you  have  peace  and  harmony 
"^reftoied  through  the  colonies,  you  muft  attend  to  the 
military  phrafe,  right  about  a%  you  were'"  The  like  fen- 
timent  was  confirmed  by  a  fubfequent  letter,  from  ano- 
ther quarter,  after  a  defigned  conference  upon  tiie  fub- 
jeft  with  Thomas  Cujhing  and  Samuel  Adams  efqrs.  of 
Bofton,  and  T^f^ww^Z^wt^efq;  of  South  Carolina*  The 
congrefs  conclude  their  addrefs,  by  exprefilng  the  utmoft 
regret  at  their  being  compelled  by  the  over- ruling  prin- 
ciples of  felf-prefcrvation,  to  adopt  meafures  detrimen- 
tal to  numbers  of  their  fellow  fubjefts  in  Greats  Britain 
and  Ireland,  in  the  fufpenfion  of  their  importatiom 
from  both  thele  kingdoms-  They  finally  reft  their  hope 
of  a  reftoration  of  that  harmony,  fricndftiip  and  frater- 
nal affcftion  between  all  the  inhabitants  of  his  majefty's 
kingdoms  and  territories,  lb  ardently  wiihed  for  by  eveiy 
true  and  honeft  American^  upon  die  magnaniiyiity  and 
jiiftjce  of  the  Britifti  nation,  in  fiirnifhing  a  parliamc^f 
of  fuch  wifdom,  independence  and  public  fpirit,  as  mar 
Jive  tlie  vIokceLl  rights  of  the  whole  empire^  from  the 
^^    ,  dcvfci 
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devices  of  wicked  minifters  and  evil  counfellbrs,  whe- 
ther in  or  out  of  office. 

Congrefs,  in  their  memorial  to  the  inhabitants  of  Bri- 
tifh  America,  inform  the  colonies,  that  they  have  dili- 
gently, deliberately  and  calmly  inquired  into  all  the  mea- 
fures,  which  have  excited  the  prefent  difturbances ;  and 
that  upon  the  whole  they  find  themfelves  reduced  to  the 
difagreeable  alternative  of  being  filent,  or  betraying  the 
innocent,  or  of  fpeaking  out  and  cenfuring  thofe  they 
wilh  to  revere.  They  prefer  the  courfe  diftated  by  ho- 
nefly,  and  a  regard  for  the  welfare  of  their  country. 
After  ftating  and  examining  the  feveral  laws  which  have 
been  pafled,  and  the  meafures  which  have  been  purfued 
with  refpeft  to  America,  fihce  tfie  conclufion  of  the  late 
war  to  the  prefent  period,  they  inquire  into  the  motives 
for  the  particular  hoftility  againft  the  town  of  Boftoh 
and  province  of  Maffachufett§-bay ;  though  the  beha- 
viour of  the  people  in  other  colonies,  has  been  in  equ^l 
oppofition  to  the  power  aflumed  by  parliament;  not- 
withftanding  which  no  ftep  had  been  taken  againft  any 
of  them  by  government.  This  they  reprefent  as  an  art- 
ful fyftematic  line  of  conduft,  concealing  feveral  defigns, 
adding,  "  It  is  expefted  that  the  province  of  the  Maf- 
fachufetts-bay  will  be  irritated  into  fome  violent  aftioir, 
that  may  difpleafe  the  reft  of  the  continent,  or  that  may 
induce  the  people  of  Great  Britain  to  approve  the  me- 
ditated vengeance  of  ah  imprudent  and  exalperated  mi- 
.  niftry.  If  the  unexampled  pacific  tamper  of  that  pro- 
vince ftiall  difappoint  this  part  of  the  plan,  it  is  h<q)ed 
the  other  colonies  will  be  fo  far  intimidated  as  to  dcfert 
their  brethren,  fufFering  in  a  common  caufe,  and  that 
thus  difunited  all  may  be  fubdued.'*    They  proceed  to 

D  d  2  ftatc 
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ftate  the  importance  of  the  truft,  which  has  been  repofcd 
in  them,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  have  difcharged 
it;  and  deeply  deplore  the  neceflity  which prefled  them 
to  an  immediate  interruption  of  commercej  and  apolo- 
gize with  fayingj  ^^  We  are  driven  by  the  hands  of  vio- 
lence into  unexperienced  and  unexpeded  public  convul* 
fionsj  and  are  contending  for  freedom  fo  often  contend- 
ed for  by  our  anceftors-  *'  The  people  of  England,"  fay 
they,  '^  will  foon  have  an  opportunity  of  declaring  dieir 
fentiments  concerning  our  caufe.  In  their  piety^  gene- 
rofity  and  good  fenic,  we  repofe  high  confidence,  and 
cannot  upon  a  review  of  paft  events  be  perfuaded,  that 
they^  the  defenders  of  true  religion,  and  the  aflerters  of 
the  rights  of  mankind,  will  take  part  againft  their  affec- 
tionate proteftant  brethren  in  the  colonies,  in  favor  of 
our  open  and  their  own  fecret  enemies,  whole  intrigues 
for  fcveral  years  paft  have  been  wholly  exercifed  in  fap- 
ping  the  foundations  of  civil  and  religious  liberty."  To- 
ward the  clofe  they  have  thele  words,  "  We  think  our- 
felves  bound  in  duty  to  obferve  to  you,  that  the  fchemes 
agitated  againft  thefe  colonies  have  been  lb  condtided, 
as  to  render  it  prudent  that  you  fhould  extend  your  views 
to  the  moft  unhappy  events,  and  be  in  all  refpedts  pre- 
pared for  every  contingency/'  ■ 
The  addrefs  of  congrefs  to  his  majefty  is  clothed  la 
the  habit  of  an  humble  petition,  wherein  they  beg  kavt 
to  lay  their  grievances  before  the  throne-  After  an  emr- 
meration  of  tltem>  they  implore  Iiis  clemency  for  pro- 
teftion  againft  themi  and  impute  all  their  diftreflHj 
dangers  and  fears,  to  the  deftru£tive  iyftem  of  colony 
adminiftration  adopted  fince  the  conclufion  of  the  laft 
war.    Tliey  cxpiefs  their  apprehcnConj  that  as  his  nu- 

jcfly 
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jefty  enjoys  the  fignal  diftinftion  of  reigning  over  free- 
men, the  language  of  freemen  cannot  be  dilpleafing ; 
adding,  ^'  Your  royal  indignation,  we  hope,  will  rather 
fall  on  thofe  defigning  and  dangerous  men,  who  daf-  \ 
ingly  interpofing  them felves  between  your  royal  perfon 
and  your  faithful  fubjefts,  and  for  feveral  years  paft  in- 
cefTantly  employed  to  diflblve  the  •  bonds  of  fotiety,  by 
abufing  your  majefty's  authority,  mifreprefenting  your 
American  fubjefts,  and  profecuting  the  moft  delperate  - 
and  irritating  projects  of  oppreflion,  have  aflength  com- 
pelled us,  by  the  force  of  accumulated  injuries,  too  fe- 
vere  to  be  any  longer  tolerable,  to  difturb  your^  majef- 
ty's repofe  by  our  complaints."  They  beg  leave  to 
aflure  his  majefty,  that  in  regard  to  defraying  the  charge 
of  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  and  the  fupport  of  civil 
government^  fuch  provifion  has  been  and  will  be  made, 
as  has  been  and  ftiall  be  judged,  by  the  legiflatures  of' 
the  feveral  colonies,  juft  'and  fuitable  to  their  relpcftive 
circumftances ;  and  that  for  the  defence,  proteftion  and 
fecurity  of  the  colonies,  their  militias,  if  properly  re- 
gulated as  they  earneftly  defire  may  be  immediately 
done,  would  be  fully  fufficient,  at  leaft  in  times  of  peace; 
and  in  cafe  of  war  his  faithful  colonifts  will  be  ready,  and 
willing,  gs  they  ever  have  been  when  conftitutionally  re- 
quired, to  demonftrate  their  loyalty,  by  exerting  their 
moft  ftrenuous  efibrts  in  granting  fupplies  and  raifing 
forces.  They  fay,  "  We  afk  but  for  peace,  liberty  and 
fafety.  We  wifli  not  a  diminution  of  the  prerogative, 
nor  do  we  folicit  the  grant  of.  any  new  right  in  our  fa- 
vor. Your  royal  authority  over  us,  and  our  connec-' 
tion  with  Great  Britain,  we  fhall  always  carefully  and 
zealoufly  endeavour  to  fupport  and  maintain/'-^"  Wc' 
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prefent  thi?  petition  only  to  obtain  redrefs  of  grievani 
and  relief  from  fears  and  jealoufies,  occaiioned  by  the 
fyftem  of  ftatutes  and  regulations  adopted  fincc'the  clofc 
of  the  late  war^  by  the  abolition  of  which  fyftem^  the 
harmony  between  Great  Britain  and  thefe  colonies^  vc\]i 
be  immediately  reftored.     In  the  magnanimity  and  juf-^ 
tice  of  your  majefty  and  parliament  we  confide  for  a 
redrefs  of  our  other  grievances^  trufUngj  that  when  the 
caufes  of  our  apprehenfions  are  removedj    our  future 
conduft  will  prove  us  not  unworthy  of  die  regard,  wc 
have  been  accuftomed  in  our  happier  days  to  enjoy. 
For,  appealing  to  that  Being  who  feaixhes  thoroughly 
the  hearts  of  his  creatures^i  we  folemnly  profefs^  that  our 
councils  have  been  influenced  by  no  other  motive,  thin 
a  dread  of  impending  deftruftionp"     They  implore  his 
majefty  in  the  moft  foiemn  manner,  as  the  loving  fi- 
tter of  his  whole  people,  connected  by  the  fame  bands 
of  lawj  loyalty^  faith  and  bloody  not  to  fuflfer  the  tranl"- 
cendent  relation  formed  by  thefc  ties  to  be  further  vi< 
lated,  in  uncertain  expectation  of  effe6ts,  diat  if  attaii 
cd,    never  can  compenfate  for  the  calamities  throii^ 
which  they  mult  be  gained.     They  molt  carneftly  be- 
feech  him^  that  his  royal  authoiityand  interpofuion  may 
be  ufed  for  their  relief;  and  that  a  gracious  anfwer  m 
be  given  to  their  petition.     The  clofc  is  a  prayer,  tl 
his  majefty  may  enjoy  every  felicity  through  a  long  an 
glorious  reign,  arid  that  his  dcfcendants  may  inherit  hiu 
profperity  and  dominions  till  dme  fhall  be  no  more,      ^ 

The  congrefs,  a  week  after  refolving  upon  the  aflbci* 
ation,  jin  addrefs  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  a  nn 
morial  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  colonies,  and  an  addn 
to  his  majefty,  further  refolved,  "  That  an  addrefs 
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prepared  to  the  people  of  C^ebec,  and  letters  to  the 
colonies  of  St.  John*s,  Nova  Scotia,  Georgia,  Eaft  and 
Weft  Horida,  who  have  not  deputies  to  reprefent  them* 
in  this  congrefs." 

Their  addrefs  to  the  French  inhabitants  in  Canada, 
difcovers  the  moft  dexterous  management,  and  the  rfioft 
able  method  of  application  to  the  temper  and  paffions  of 
the  parties,  whom  they  endeavour  to  gain.  They  ffatc 
the  right  they  had,  upon  becoming  Englilh  fubjefts,  to 
the  ineftimable  benefits  of  the  Engliflb  conftitution ;  and 
that  this  right  was  further  confirmed  by  the  royal  pro- 
clamation in  1763,  plighting  the  public  faith  for  their 
full  enjoyment  of  thofe  advantages.  They  impute  to 
fucceeding  minifters  an  audacious  and  cruel  abufe  of  the 
royal  authority,  in  withholding  from  them  the  fruition 
of  the  irrevocable  rights,  to  which  they  were  thus  juftiy 
entitled.  They  undertake  to  explain  to  them,  fomc  of 
the  moft  important  branches  of  that  form  of  govern- 
ment from  which  they  are  debarred ;  and  in  fo  doing, 
quote  paffages  from  their  countryman  Montefquieu, 
whom  they  artfully  adopt  as  a  judge  and  an  irrefragable 
authority  upon  this  occafion.  They  then  proceed  to 
fpecify  and  explain,  under  feveral  diftinft  heads,  the 
principal  rights  to  which  the  people  are  entided  by  the 
Englifh  conftitution ;  and  thcfe  rights  they  truly  fay,  de- 
fend the  poor  from  the  rich,  the  weak  from  the  power- 
ful, the  induftrious  from  the  rapacious,  the  peaceable 
from  the  violent,  the  tenants  from  the  lords,  and  all 
from  their  fuperiors. 

They  attempt  pointing  out  numberlcfs  deformities  in. 

the  Quebec-bill,  and  placing  them  in  thofe  points  of 

view  which  ftiould  render  it  odious  to  mankind.    They 
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renew  their  applications  to  the  paffions  and  partiality  o( 
the  Canadians  I  and  at  lengdi  introduce  Montefquieu 
:is  addr^rfiing  tliem  thus :  "  Seize  the  opportunity  prcJ 
Rented  to  you  by .  providence  itfelf.     You  are  a  final] 
people  conapared  with  thofe  who  with  open  arms  invite 
you  into  a  feilowlhip.     A  nnoment^s  refie6tion  Ihould 
convince  you,  which  will  be  moft  for  your  intercft  and 
bappinefsj  to  have  all  the  reft  of  Nonh  America  your 
ynalterable  friends,  or  your  inveterate  enemies-     Your 
province  is  the  only  link  wanting  to  complete  the  bright 
and   ftrong  chain'  of  union*     Nature  has  joined  your 
country  to  theirs.     Do  you  join  your  political  interefts^T 
The  value  and  extent  of  the  advantages  tendered  to  you 
are  immenfe.     Heaven  grant  you  may  not  difcoveH 
them  to  be  bleffings  after  tliey  have  bid  you  an  eternal 
adieu/'     They  endeavour  to  obviate  the  jealoufies  and 
prejudices  which  might  srife  from  the  difference  of  their 
religious  principles,  by  inftancbg  the  cafe  of  the  Swifs 
Cantons,  whofe  union  is. compofed  of  Roman  Catholic 
^nd  Proteftant  ftates,  living  in  the  utmoft  concord  and 
peace  widi  one  anotlier,  and  thereby  enabled  to  defy 
and  defeat  eveiy  tyrant  that  has  invaded  tliem,     Th^ 
congrefsj  upon  tliis  article,  appear  to  have  winked  oud| 
of  fight  their  complaint  about  eftablifhing  die  Roman 
CathoHc  religion  in  Quebec^  and  to  expeft  that  it  would 
be  unknown  to  the  Canadians,  or  give  them  no  «m^ 
brage.     They  declare,  that  they  do  not  alk  them  tfl 
commence  hoftilities  againft  the  government  of  dieir 
common  fovereignj  but  only  invite  them  to  confult  their 
own  glory  and  welfare,  and  to  unite  with  them  in  on^ 
focial  compafl;.     They  conclude  by  informing  them, 
fh^t  the  congrefb  had,  with  uni?erfal  pleafurej  and  m 
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AMERICAN       REVOLUTION,  409^ 

unanimous  vote,  refolved.  That  they  ftiould  confider 
the  violation  of  their  rights,  by  the  a6k  for  altering  the 
government  of  their  province,  as  a  violation  of  their 
own;  and  That  they  ftiould  be  invited  to  accede  to  their 
confederation.* 

Before  this  addrefs  was  perfefted  and  figned,  congrels  q^ 
refolved  "  That  the  fcizing,  or  attempting  to  feize  any  «'• 
perfon  in  America,  in  order  to  tranfport  fuch  perfon 
beyond  the  fea,  for  trial  of  offences  committed  in  Ame- 
rica, being  againft  law,  will  juftify  and  ought  to  hacct 
with  refiftance  and  reprifal."     They  have  alio  agreed,. 
that  another  congrcfs  fliall  be  held  on  the  loth  day  of 
May  next,  unlefs  the  redrefs  of  grievances  be  obtained- 
before  that  time. 

The  general  congrefs,  having  finiftied  their  delibera-.^g^ 
tions,  diflblved  themfelves.     The  impartial  world  will 
go  near  to  acknowledge,  that  the  petitions  and  addrefics 
from  the  congrefs  have  ^  been  executed  with  uncommon 
energy,  fkill  and  ability;   and  that  abftraftedly  con- 
fidered,  in  refpedl  to  vigor  of  mind,  ftrength  of  fenti- 
ment,  and  patriotic  language,  they  would  not  di^race 
any  affembly  whatfoeven-    The  ftudied  attention  that 
congrefs   have  paid  to  the  Maffachufetts-bay  and  its 
diftreiSed  capital,   will  both  confolc  and  invigorate  the 
inhabitants.     Many  however  of  the  congreCBonal  a£b. 
were  neither  carried  unanimoufly,    nor  without  much 
debate.     Mr.  Galloway  of  Pennfylvania,  and  Mr.  Duane- 
of  New  York,  inclined  to  the  fide  of  miniftry.     The 
former  became  a  member  at  the  earneft  folicitation  of 
the  affembly,  and  refufed  compliance  till  they  had  given 
hini  inftruftions  agreeable  to  his  own  mind,  as  the  ndc 
of  his  conduft.     Thefe  ihftruftions  they  fiifFered  him  to. 
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draw  up :  they  were  briefly  to  ftatc  the  rights  and  the 
grievances  of  America,  and  to  propofe  a  plan  of  ami- 
cable accommodation  of  the  differences  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  coipnies,   and  of  a  perpetual  union. 
September  the  twenty-eighth  a  plan  was  propoftd  by 
him,  which  was  debated  a  whole  day^  when  the  queftion 
was  carried  fix  colonies  to  five,    that  it  Ihould  be  re* 
fumed  and   further   confidered  :  but  it   at   length  fell 
through.     The  ten  refolutions  which  the  congrefs  came 
to  in  their  declaration^  exprefTing  dieir  indubitable  rights 
and   liberties,   met  with  very  confiderable  oppafition. 
Mr.  Diiane  and  others  who  drew  with  him,  perplexed 
riie  propofals  made  by  the  high  fons  of  liberty^  fo  that 
the  congrefs  did  not  come  to  a  fingle  refolution  for  more 
than  a  foi^tnight,  neither  in  ftating  their  rights  nor  their 
grievances.     When  fix  days  before  that  declaration,  on 
Oftober  tlie  eighth^  the  refolution  was  paffed,  "  that  the 
congrefs  approve  tlie  oppofitdon  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Maflachii(ett5-bay  to  the  execution  of  tfie  late  a£ts  of  pa 
liament;  and  if  the^me  fhal!  be  attempted,  fire.  (p.  395. 
Galloway  and  Duane  not  only  oppofed,  but  wanted  to^ 
have  their  protefts  entered  ;   which  being  refufed,  on 
their  return  from  congrefs  they  gave  each  other  a  cer- 
tificate, declaring  their  oppofitbn  to  that  queftion,  dl| 
they  thought  it  atreafonable  one*.     In  fome  ftage  of 
their  proceedings,  the  danger  of  a  rupture  with  BritaM 
was  urged  as  a  pica  for  certain  conccflTions.     Upon  thi^ 
Mr.  S.  Adams  rofe  up,  and  among  oiktr  things  faid  in 
X  fubftance,  **  I  (hould  advife  perfifting  in  our  ftruggle 
for  liberty,  though  it  was  revealed  from  heaven  that  999 

♦  Parliamchtaiy  Debates  rciativt  to  gciurd  Howe.  Mr,  GallowDylB| 


^ 


AMERICAN      REVOLUTION.  411 

were  to  perilh,  and  only  one  of  a  thoufand  to  furvive 
and  retain  his  liberty.  One  fuch  freeman  muft  poflcfi 
more  virtue,  and  enjoy  more  happinefs  than  a  thoufand 
flaves;  and  let  him  propagate  his  like,  and  tranfmit  to 
them  what  he  hath  fo  nobly  preferved."  It  was  a  flight 
of  p^triotifm,  ferving  to  (how  the  temper  of  the  ipcaktr: 
but  the  fentiment  is  fo  hyperbcJical,  as  to  throw  it  far 
beyond  the  reach  of  pra£lice.  Mr.  S.  Adam)  having 
feen  an  happy  iiTue  to  the  important  deliberations  of  the 
general  congrefs,  after  his  return  repaired  to  the  Mafik- 
chufetts  provincial  congrefs  to  aid  in  their  deliberations. 
General  Gage,  by  the  advice  of  his  new  coqnqily 
iffued  writs  for  the  holding  of  a  general  affembly  at 
Salem  on  the  5th  of  06toben  The  events  which  after-. 
ward  took  place  made  him  think  it  expedient  to  coun- 
teraft  the  writs,  by  a  proclamation  for  fulpending  dv? 
meeting  of  the  members  returned.  But  the.  legality  of 
the  proclamation  was  called  into  q\)eftion  5  and  the  ww 
members,  to  the  number  ci  90,  met  according  to  the 
precepts,  on  the  day  and  at  the  place  ^pointed.  Hav-Ca. 
ing  waited  that  day,  without  the  prefeiwre  of  the  govtr--^' 
nor,  or  any  fubftitute  for  him,  to  adminifter  the  oaths 
and  open  the  feffion  -,  on  the  next  they  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  confider  the  proclamation  j  and  on  the  thwd, 
refolved  themfelves  into  a  provincial  congrefs,  to  be 
joined  by  fuch  others  as  have  been  or  fhajl  be  chofen^  to 
take  into  confideration  the  dangerous  and  alar.nfiing  fitu>* 
ation  of  public  affairs.  The  following  diy  they  met 
in  provincial  congrefs  and  adjourned  to  Concoirf,  about 
20  miles  from  Charleftown,  and  when  there  chofe  Mr.  xu 
Hancock  prefident.  They  proceeded  to  appoint  a  coni- 
xnittec  to  wait  upon  the  governor  with  a  remouftmiide, 
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in  which  they  apologize  for  their  meeting, 
diftrciTed  ftare  of  the  colony;  exprefs  the  grievous  ap- 
prehenfions  of  tlie  people ;  afieit  that  the  rigor  of  the 
Bofton  port-bill  is  exceeded  by  the  manner  in  ^hich  it 
is  carried  into  excaition ;  and  complain  of  the  late  laws 
anth  the  hoftile  preparations  on  Bofton-neck,  They 
conclude  with  adjuring  him>  to  defift  immediately  from 
tlie  xonftruftion  of  the  fortrefs  at  the  entrance  into 
Boftonj  and  to  reftore  that  palk  to  its  natural  ftate-  The 
governor  was  involved  in  fome  difficulty  as  to  giving 
them  an  anfwer,  for  he  could  not  acknowledge  the  lega- 
lity of  their  aflembly.  NccelTity  however  prevailed. 
He  cxprcfied  great  indignation  at  the  idea's  being  form-' 
cdy  that  the  lives^  liberties^  or  property  of  any  people, 
except  avowed  encmiesj  could  be  in  danger  from  Eng- 
lifh  troops ;  and  obferved^  that  notwithftanding  the  en- 
mity  fhown  to  the  troops,  by  withholding  from  them 
almoil  every  thing  neceffary  for  their  prefcrvation,  they 
had  not  yet  difcovered  the  refentment  which  might  juftly 
li'-have  been  expected  to  arife  from  fuch  hoftile  treatment. 
'He  reminded  them,  that  while  they  complained  of  alte- 
rations  made  in  their  charter  by  a£tsof  parliament^  they 
were  themfelves  by  their  prefent  aflembling,  fubverting 
that  charter,  and  now  afting  in  direft  violation  of  their 
Own  conftitution  :  he  therefore  warned  them  of  the  rocki 
they  were -upon,  and  to  defift  from  fuch  illegal  and  ui*?! 
conftitutional  proceedings.     But  they  were  not  in  the 

O^,   leaft  diverted  from  profccuting  their  meafures.     They 

^7-     adjourned  to  and  met  at  Cambridge. 

^i-'       A  committee  was  appointed  to  draw  up  a  plan  for 
the  immediate  defence  of  the  province.     It  was  con- 
cluded to  rftift  and  inlift  a  number  of  minutc-mcny  nc(^^ 
-*-  for 
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.for  the  firft  time  fo  called,  from  their  being  to  turn  out 
with  their  arms  at  a  minute's  warning.  Upon  the,  de- 
bate for  raifing  money  to  purchafe  military  articles,  a 
thoufand  pound  (lawful,  a  fourth  l^fs  than  fterling)  was 
.moved  for  and  feconded;  then  two  thoufand.  The 
country  members  in  common  had  no  conception  of  the 
expences  attending  warlike  operations  -,  and  were  dread- 
fully afraid  of  voting  away  their  own  and  their  confti- 
tuent's  money,  however  neceflary  the  expenditure  of  it.  . 
They  are  generally  perfons  of  good  underftanding  in 
matters  within  their  own  fphere,  but  are  not  competent 
judges  of  thofe  that  lie  without  it:  and  being  accuftomed 
only  to  fmall  fums,  ftartle  at  the  mention  of  thofe,  . 
which  to  them  have  the  comparative  appearance  of 
enormoufly  large  :  and  yet  it  is  needful  to  humor  their 
want  of  fcientific  knowledge,  to  prevent  difguft  and,  ob- 
tain their  fupport.  Of  this  the  more  intelligent  mem- 
bers of  the  affembly  were  fenfible.  Therefore  the  de-  ... 
bate  was  clofed  by  appointing  a  committee  to  give  in 
an  eftimate  of  the  articles  wanted,  together  with  their 
coll;  this  being  done,  the  committe;e  of  fafety  were 
empowered  to  aflemble  the  militia,  when  they  fliall  judge 
the  fame  neceflary  for  the  defence  of  the  inhabitants  rf 
the  province ;  and  the  committee  of  fupplies  to  pur- 
chafe ammunition,  ordnance,  ftpres,  &c,  npt  exceeding 
the  value  of  20,837!.  lawful,  or  15,627!.  15$.  fterling 
— a  glorious  fum  with  which  to  oppofe  the  power  an<i 
riches  of  Great  Britain  !  The  committee  of  fafeiy,  and 
the  committee  of  fupplies,  confift  of  different  perfons, 
and  are  intended  for  different  purpofes.  The  firft,  be- 
fide  being  empowered  to  affemble  the  militia,  are  m^ 
vefted  with  other  authority  for  thQ  fafety  of  the  province, 

and 
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and  arc  to  recommend  to  the  committee  of  fupplies  the 
purchafing  of  fuch  articles  as  may  be  deemed  necefiary. 
The  laft  are  to  afiift  the  committee  of  fafety^  not  only 
by  purchafing  fupplies,  but  by  affording  them  help  for 
executing  the  meafures^  which  may  be  thought  by  them 
requifitc  for  the  public  benefit.  Both  are  to  fit  and 
continue  to  do  bufinefs^  when  there  is  a  recefs  of  the 
provincial  congrefs,  as  alfo  when  none  exifteth.     It  it 

^^*  refolved.  That  all  matters  (hall  be  kept  private  -,  but 
in  fuch  a  numerous  afiembly  it  is  next  to  impoffible  to 
efFeft  it.  Were  all  equally  true  to  the  fame  caufe,  each 
will  not  have  die  like  power  of  retaining  a  fecret. 

27.  The  honorable  Jededtab  Pribble^  the  honorable  Artemm 
Wardj  and  ajXontXPomeroyj  all  of  whom  have  feen  (bmc 
fervice  in  the  laft  v^zXy  were  elected  general  officers  to 
have  the  chief  command  of  the  minute-men  and  niilitia, 
in  cafe  they  fhould  be  called  out  to  aftion. 

29*  The  provincial  congrefs  adjourned  to  November  2  j* 
As  winter  approached^  the  governor  ordered  tempo- 
rary barracks  to  be  erefted  for  the  troops-  But  fuch 
was  the  difiike  to  their  being  provided  for  in  any  man- 
nerj  that  the  feleft  men  and  committees  obliged  the 
workmen  of  the  town  to  quit  their  employnnent,  for 
fear  of  fubjefting  thcmfelves  to  the  reftntments  of  their 
countrymen.  The  governor  had  as  little  fuccefs  in  en- 
deavouring to  procure  carpenters  from  New  York  i  fo 
that  it  has  been  with  the  greateft  difficulty  that  he  has 
gotten  thofe  temporary  lodgments  erefted.  He  ha5 
endeavoured  alfo  to  procure  fome  winter  covering  from 
"  that  city;  but  the  merchants  have  refufcd  complying 
^vith  any  part  of  the  order,  and  returned  for  anfwcr, 
"  They  never  will  fupply  any  article  for  the  bcrtefir  of 
"^ —  mcrii 
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men,  who  are  fent  as  enemies  to  their  country."  The 
general  had  thoughts  at  one  time  of  ereSing  a  fiwt 
upon  Beacon  hill.  The  Bofton  committee  obtained  the 
plan  of  it,  waited  upon  him,  and  informed  him,  that 
they  heard  he  had  fuch  a  defign,  and  that  if  he  pro- 
ceeded to  execute  it  he  would  get  himfelf  into  difficult 
ties.  He  would  not  own  that  he  had  any  fuch  intention, 
but  attempted  rather  to  make  them  believe  the  contrary  5 
on  which  they  produced  the  plan,  and  told  him  it  was 
the  fame  that  was  prefented  to  him  the  night  before. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Maflachufetts  committee  of 
.  fafety  were  not  inattentive  to  their  duty.     They  refcom-  Nov. 

mended  to  the  committee  of  fupplies  the  procuring  bf*»  ^»  * 
.   pork,  flour,  rice  and  peas,   and  the  depofiting '  of  the  20. 
,  fame  partly  at  Worcefter  and  partly  at  Concord.     They 
further  advifed  the  procuring  of  all  the  arms  and  ammu^ 
jiition  that  could  be  got  from  the  neighbouring  pro- 
yinces  J  and  of  fpades,  pickaxes,  bill-hooks,  iron  Ihovels 
.    and  pots,  mefs  bowls,  cannon,  ball,  &c.  &c. 

Every  thing  now  ferved  to  increafe  the  mutual  appre- 

.  henfion  and  animofity  between  the  governnient  and  the 

■'  people.     Thofe  of  Bofton  profeffed  to  be  under  no 

'■    fmall  terror,  from  an  apprehenfion  of  danger  to  their 

^   property,  liberties  and  lives.     The  foldiers  on  the  other 

\   hand,    confidered  themfelves  in  the  rrridft  of  enemies. 

'"  Each  fide  made  profeffion  of  the  beft  intentions  in  th^ 

\    world  for  its  own  part,  and  fhowed  the  greateft  fulpiciQnr 

of  the  other.     In  this  ftate  of- doubt  and  profeffion, 

matters  were  made  ftill  worfe  by  a  meafure,  which  fecras 

,  not  of  fufEcient  importance  in  its  confequences  to  juftify 

its  having  been  hazarded  at  fo  critical  a  fealbn.     This 

.   was  the  landing  of  a  detachment  of  failors  by  night  frooi 

the 
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tlie  fliips  of  war  in  the  hurbour,  who  fpikcd  up  all  the 
cannon  upon  one  of  the  batteries  belonging  to  the  town. 
In  the  nnean  tinrie,  through  tlie  difpofition  and  promp- 
titude of  the  people,  the  refolutions  and  recooinncnda- 
tions  of  the  provincial  congrefs^  had  ail  the  weight  and 
Nov.  efficacy  of  laws.  At  length  the  governor  was  induced 
'^*  to  iffue  a  proclamation^  in  which  they  were  charged  with 
proceedings,  generally  underftood  as  nearly  tantamounc 
to  treafon  and  rebellion.  The  inhabitants  were  accord- 
ingly prohibited  in  die  king's  name,  from  connpIying> 
in  any  degree,  with  the  requifitions,  recommendatioa^ 
direftions,  or  rcfolves  of  that  unlawful  affembly,  ^ 
*3*  When  the  provincial  congrefs  met  again^  having  Mr. 
Samuel  Adams  prefent  with  them,  they  puflied  their 
preparations  for  hoffile  oppofition,  Thele  exertions 
iiiited  not  the  feelings  of  many  in  congrefs.  Through 
timidity  they  began  to  ficken  at  heart,  and  upon  the 
plea  of  ficknels  begged  leave  to  return  home,  and  were 
indulged.  Mr,  S.  Adams  penetrated  the  caufe  of  their 
complaint;  and,  in  order  to  (lop  the  epidemical  diftem- 
per,  exprefled  his  great  willingnefs,  that  when  members 
were  not  well,  they  Ihould  be  allowed  to  return,  but 
propofcd  that  they  Ihould  be  enjoined,  upon  getting 
back,  to  inform  the  towns  that  they  were  no  longer  re- 
prefcnted,  that  fo  others  might  be  ferit  to  fupply  their 
ablence.  The  propofal  foon  cured  die  malady  ;  for  the 
disordered  chofe  to  remain  in  congrels  rather  than  incur 
the  dilplcafure  of  their  conihtucnts,  and  be  lupplanted 
by  new  fucceHbrs.  ^ 

The  provincial  congrefs  I'tfulved  upon  getting  inrea- 
dinefs  twelve  thoufand  men  to  aft  upon  any  emergencyi 
and  dire6:ed  that  a  qu:irtcr  of  die  miiitia  ihould  be  in- 
L  UlU 


lifted  as  minute-meri,  wKb  vftre  at}o\*^cd{  tfie  fibetty  df 
choofing  their  own-  offiters,  and  wirt  tb  rcf eive  pay." 
They  fent  perfonS*  fo  'NeW=  Ha'frtpiW»e/-'A^^^  ihted 
and  Connefticut,  tof  acqtiaint  them  with  iffrh^  was*  doing, 
arid  to  requeft  that  they  would'  pic^^ti  t'htir  rei5)e6tiv"c 
quotas  to  make  up  an  arrny-  of  twefftytfibufand'  mtrt 
when  wanted.  Upon  this  a:  number  of  gentlemen  Were 
fent  from  thefe  colonies  to  confult  zriS  fctfle  i^ath  a  com- 
mittee of  about  twenty,  chofen  by  the  torigrcfs  for  th6 
purpofe.  There  was-adiffkulty  about  fudhg  what  Ihould^ 
be  the  precife  period  for  oppofinggenefal'Gage's  troops j- 
at  length.it  was  determined,  that  thejr  fliould  be  op- 
pofed  whehievef  *  tliey  rrikrchM  out  with  their  baggage, 
ammuhitioh  and  i!rtillefyf-fof  this  would  carry  in  it  an 
apparent  ihtchfiori  of  afting  hoftilely  in  fiipport  of  BritHh 
meaftires.- 

A  fcoMmittee  Was  appointed  to  cofrelpond  with  the  I>cc# 
inhabitants  of  Canada,  s    and  it  was  refolved,  that  the  * 
followihg  letter  be  addreflfed  to  the  feveral  minifters  of 
the  goipd  within  thii^  province— 

«  Rev.  Sir, 

"WE  cannot  but  acknowledge  the  gocdnefs  of  heaven, 
in  conftantly  fupplying  us  with  preachers  of  the  golpel, 
whofe  concern  has  been  the  temporal  and  fpiritual  hap- 
pinefs  of  this  people.  In  a  day  like  this,  when  all  the 
friends  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  are  exerting  them- 
felves  to  deliver  this  country  from  its  prefent  calamities, 
we  cannot  but  place  great  hopes  in  an  order  of  men, 
who  have  ever  diftinguiftied  themfelves  in  their  country's 
caufe,  and  do  therefore  recommend  to  the  minifters  of 
the  gofpel,  in  the  feveral  towns  and  other  places  in  this 

Vol,  I,  E  e  colony. 
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cplony^  ^ijit  tiiqp  affift  lit  m\ai 

ikyery  widi  whieh  we  «e  iipw  tiH4iiNHP^»^^*  -^ 

Themii^te  nd^ 

^ational^  ^re  friHn  that  i     woflMCi^  ki^^fWlMloMl 
way  tnore  attachjed  and  Mtcd?^  4^1  PO^tfcgfliM  iiC 

diem^  aod  »ece  in  hopea/of  potfleffiiig  m:.tMc,.tl«|W 
throi^  the  ^fr  of  gQv«nuneat;>  ihp  fca^r.fxC  pflm:^ 
Irhey  oppbfe  arbitrary  nile  in  civil  conomaxfoi^^ 
knre  of  freedom,  as  ifvdl  »  fiom  a  .4efice-iqC  gUM^ig 
againft  its  introdu^bn  into  |1eti^w<9U^ttra•-:t3^f%•. 
ttiotis  for  years  back  have  ayailed  ^tb^ii}fi|rq^(gi|^ 
their affiftancip.    Twofemu    . ^ve  toeftcppae^^ 
t\vta3if  for  f  lengdx  of  tim^  the.ooe  09  t|lM^gn«ri^ 
tion  day,  the.laft  Wednj^/^  in  May^^iw^ 
general  court  have  been  ufed  to  meet  irrniflinjrfni]||||! 
cer>    and  tk&  the  counfeUors  for  tlje  '  TTf^'^lttJTfr 
the   other  fi>|prie    little  whije.   ^^»  ;f<9 'i^ii^)fli|MP.. 
election  day,  when  the  ofBce»4ire  re^Jicflpln  ^jPHf. 
officers  are  chofen.     On  jAefe ;'OCcafi^;.gqlilp^^ 
jc6ts   arc  deemed  very   proper  j  but   it  it 
that   they   be  treated   in   a  decent^' ienoiUKlid!^ 
ftruftive  manner;    The  general  elediioii 
been  chofen  )Uternately,  by  the  council  aedj 
of  aflembly.     The  fermon  i$  ftiled  'the  'fkSmf^JifMlt 
and  is  printed.     Every  repreientative  has  jUiscqpgBfiit 
himfelf,  and  generally  one  or  more  for  ijhe  OkifejAflMf 
rninifters  of  his  town.     As  the  patdots  have 
the  preachers  of  each  fermon  have  been  the  zea 
of  liberty;   and  the  palTages  mod  adapted  ttb ] 
and  ipread  the  love  of  it,  have  been  fele£^iii  aDd<M(>l|||lA ' 
far  and  wide  by  n>eans  of  new^apers,  a  i  ifdbffM.: 
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avidity  and  a  degree  of  veneration,  on  accoiint  of  the 
preacher  and  his  eleftion  to  the  fervice  of  the  day. 
Commendations  both  pubHc  and  private,  have  not  been 
wanting  to  help  on  the  defign.  Thus  by  their  labors 
in  the  pulpit,  and  by  furnifhing  the  prints  with  occa* 
Conal  eflays,  the  minifters  have  forwarded  and  ftrength* 
ened,  and  that  not  a  little,  the  oppofition  to  the  exerciic< 
of  that  parliamentary  claim  of  right  to  bind  the  colonies 
in  all  cafes  whatever. 

1  he  clergy  of  this  colony  are  as  vutuous,  fenfiblc  and 
learned  a  fet  of  men,  as  will  probably  be  found  in  any 
part  of  the  globe  of  equal  fize,  and  equally  ^puloiis. 
The  firft  fettlers  were  early  attentive  to  the  piDviding 
of  fuitable  perfons  to  fifl' their  pulpits  with  dignity* 
They  faw  the  importance  of  it,  and  in  1636  the  general 
court  gave  fome  hundred  pounds  toward  a  public 
fchool  at  Newton  j  but  Mr,  John  Harvard,  a  worthy 
minifter  of  Charleftown,  dying  in  1638,  and  bequeath- 
ing between  feven  and  eight  hundred  pounds  to  the 
fame  ufe,  the  fchool  took  the  name  of  Harvard  college 
by  an  order  of  court,  and  the  town  upon  the  occafion 
changed  its  name  for  that  of  Cambridge.  This  college 
has  been  encouraged  everfirice,  and  is  the  firft  upon 
the  continent.  It  is  the  ^fna  mater  to  whom  the  youth  . 
of  this  colony,  in  particular^  are  fent,  whether  defigned 
for  the  pulpit,  the  bar,  or  other  callings.  Here  they 
receive  the  rudiments  of  thofe  qualifications  by  ^^hich 
they  are  enabled  to  ferve  their  country  in  a  civil  or  &- 
cred  department.  The  falaries  of  the  minifters, arc  mo- 
derate, but  in  general  fufiicient  for  their  fupport  by  the 
aid  of  good  oeconomy.  They  cannot  approve  of  often 
bringing  politics  into  the  pulpit,  yet  they  apprehend  it 

E  e  5;  to 
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to  be  jri^  tipon  ^dal  occafions.    Who  but  muft  «d-« 
tM^  tint  ^  at  is  ceitamly  the  duty  df  the  ckrgjr  to  «&• 
commodate  their  difcoiirfes  to  the  dmesi   toi  pfcadf 
tg^toft  fDch  fins  as  are  moft  prevalent,  and  to^  ncom- 
snend  hch  virtues  as  are  moft  wanted.    For  esanqde» 
if  exorbitant  ambidbn  and  venalky  are'  predoiniiiaiDtv 
aof^  the]rtK)t  to  warn  their  hearers  againft  thefe  viioes  i 
If  pohlk  ^tk  h  much  wonted^  Ihpuld  thejr  not  incul* 
cate  this  great  virtue  ?  If  the  rights  and  duties  of  «na* 
giftrates  and  fubjeAs  are  dirputed>  ihould  they  not  a- 
piom  them^  ihow  their  natoc^  ends>  limitadona-and  le* 
ftridicmf  ?"  Yoo  majr  hove  fiequently  mnaxkc^  that 
tfaougjli  die  partixans  of  arbitrary  power  will  .fiedjF  cen* 
fure  that  preacher,  who  fpdiki^.  boldly  forduffifacvties 
of  the  people^  they  witt  a<iriMrc  as  an  excdbant  divaei 
the  parfon  wboie  difcourfe  is  wfaoily  ja  the;t^pote 
firam>  and  teaches,  that  ma^ftrates  have  a  dianiK  )agjk 
for  doing  tvrong,  and  aire  fS9  be  jii^)ikkiy  clicjnd  Iqr 
nxn  profeffis^  duriffianity,  as  if  the  sdigna  of  .|)iC 
bk&d  Jdusfacxsidtben  tasnely  to  pan  witii:  diciriia^ 
turai  and  fbdal  lights,  and  flavifhly  to  bow  their'  Back 
to  any  tyrant;  as  ijf  Paul  was  faiiAry  in  ftaoduig  mp  jfiv 
his  Ronnan  privileges^  that  he  m^t  efcape  aibomging^' 
or  falling  a  famSce  to  the  tvaikcc  of  his  ownt^noaow 
whax  he  appciikd  unto  Csefar. 
'«  The  provincial  congre&  chafe  colonei  Thomas  ttid\ 

cobnel  Heath  additional  generais,  and  foon  .after 
diffolved  tfiiemfelvcs,  that  they  might  be  at  home  in' 
time  to  keep  thankfgiving  with  their  fanulies.  Itlhai 
been  long  a  cuftom  in  the  cobny  to  have  a'  &ft  day  k 
the  fpring,  and  a  thankl^ving  late  in  the  &11  of  dise  yctf* 
or  in  the  beginning  of  winter,  when  the  heads  of  .fiinh 

lies 


AMERICAJT      REVOLUTION.  4M 

lies  colleft  their  children  around  them  s  and  befide  at- 
tending the  religious  exercifes  of  the  day,  feaft  upon  a 
plentiful  though  not  a  fplcndid  table,  and  arc  innocendf 
nnerry.  The  obfcrvation  of  this  day  they  call  "  a  kufin^ 
thank/giving.''  The  appointment  of  both  days  belongs 
in  an  orderly  way  to  the  governor ;  but  in  thcfe  €»•  .  \ 
traordinary  times  the  provincial  congrefs  appoinied 
the  public  thankfgiving,  on  which  among  other  enu- 
merated bleflings,  a  particular  acknowledgment  was  to 
be  made  to  the  Almighty  for  "die  union  which  fo  re*- 
markably  prevails  in  all  the  colonies. 

The  aflembly  of  Pennfylvania  met  toward  the  dofc 
•of  the  year,  and  were  the  firft  legal  body  of  rq>^efenh 
tatives,  that  ratified  unanimoufly  all  the  a6b  of  Ac  gp* 
tieral  congrefs,  and  appointed  delegates  to  rcprefent  them 
in  the  new  congrefs  to  be  held  the  enfuing  May.  It  ii 
thought,  that  they  were  in  a  great  meafure  dragged  into 
it,  from  the  fear  of  a  provincial  convention. 

No  fooner  did  they  receive  at  Rhode  Ifland,  the  ac- 
count of  the  royal  proclamation,  prohibiting  the  expor- 
tation of  military  ftores  from  Britain,  but  the  people 
feized  upon  and  removed  from  the  batteries  about  the 
harbour,  above  forty  cannon  of  different  fizes.  The 
aflembly  alfo  paflfed  refolutions  for  procuring  ajms  and 
military  ftores,  by  every  meari,  and  from  every  quarter 
in  which  they  could  be  obtained,  as  well  as  for  training 
and  arming  the  inhabitants. 

When  copies  of  thefe  refolutions  and  of  the  procla- 
mation arrived  at  Portfmouth  in  New  Hampftiire,  the 
people  of  the  province  were  ij>irited  up  to  make  their 
firft  hoftile  movement.  Though  governor  Wentworth's 
influence  could  not  prevent  their  appointing  deputies, 

E  e  3  holdmg^ 


4^4  THE     HiSTOit  Y^   OP,  <r^Pl 

uvt  provinces.  They  were  all  in  modanj  (Q^Hg4X^m\pf 
meetings,  entering  into  aflociationSj  chpefing  commit^ 
tees,  and  recommending  meafvires  for  carryiiig.the  .re« 
iblutions  of  the  continental  congref$  into  eflTdStuil  excr 
cution.  The  convention  has  ^ppointpd  a  fum  ©f  money 
for  fhe  purchafc  of  arms  ^nd  ammunition.  Ey«y  per- 
jbn,  who  refiifcs  to  contribute  to  the  purcha&i  is  deem? 
ed  an  enemy  to  his  country.  Many  of  the:  principal 
gentlemen  are  ambitious  of  appearing  in  arms,  to  de^ 
fend  its  liberties.  They  have  taken  the  power  of  the 
militia  out  of  the  hands  of  the  governor^  and  eAabliflned 
it  by  their  own  authority,  for  the  defence  of  the  M affih 
chuietts  as  well  as  of  themfelves ;  and  thua  have  ihow^ 
to  all  the  world,  their  approbation  of  New  £qglaod 
meafures.  The  lower  counties  of  die  JidUYf^n  hafe 
aded  in  like  manner. 
^7*  The  New  Hamplhire  aflfembly,  in  anfwef  to  a  letter 
firom .  Maryland,  has  gone  furtliier  than  ever  before^  iq 
laying,  "  Ybu.may  depend  upon  the  ready  concuiTpico 
of  this  hbufe  with  the  meafures  thought  nieceflaiy  to  be 
purfued  by  the  other  colonies  in  the  great  caufc  of  li- 

But  the  province  did  not  truil  to  the  complexion  9( 
the  aflembly.  A  convention  of  deputies  was  appointed 
by  the  feveral  towns,  and  held  at  Exeter,  when  liic  pro* 
ceedings  of  the  continental  congrefs  were  wvuiinx>u0]|! 
approved ;  and  members  chofen  to  reprcfcnt  them  a( 
the  cnfuing  one,  two  days  before  the  aflembty  gave  their 
anfwer.  - 

Moft  of  the  New  Yorkers  accommodate  theoi&ves 
to  the  meafures  appointed  by  the  general  congrcfi. 

The 
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berty  and  attachment  to  the  real  interefls  and  juft  rights 
of  America,  outweighed  every  other  confideration,  and 
that  they  would  exert  every  power  within  them  for  the 
defence  of  American  liberty,  when  regularly  called  forth 
by  the  unanimous  voice  of  their  countrymen. 

Barnftable  in  New  England,  ^nd  Ridgefield  in  Con- 
ncdticut,  have  diflinguifhed  themfelves  in  adopting  dif- 
ferent meafures  from  the  other  towns  in  their  rclpcdtive 
colonies.  But  the  New  York  reprefentatives  have  gtvGtk 
the  greateft  difguft.  After  the  aflembly's  taking  into 
confideration  the  regulations  agreed  upoa  at  the  grand 
congrefs  relpefting  commerce,  they  rejedlcd  the  fame. 
This  however  was  thought  to  be  compenfated  for,  by  ,^-. 
the  late  refolutlon  of  the  Pennfylvahia  convention,- J*"« 
wherein  they  have  declared,  "  That,  if  the  petition<tf 
the  continental  congrefs  fhould  be  difregarded,  and  the 
Britifli  adminiftration  fhould  determine  by  force  to  cf* 
fed  a  fubmiflTion  to  the  late  arbitrary  ads  of  the  Britifh 
parliament ;  in  fuch  a  fituation,  we  hold  it  our  indifl 
penfable  duty  to  refiil  flich  force,  and  at  every  hazard  to 
defend  the  rights  and  liberties  of  America,"  The  con- 
vention likewife  recommended  in  particular  the  making 
of  fait,  gunpowder,  falt-petre  and  fteel.  Among  the 
many  fons  of  liberty  of  which  they  were  compofed^  Mr: 
Charles  Thomlbn  was  eminent  for  his  inflexible  fpirit  i 
but  Mr.  Thomas  Miffin  was  as  the  very  foul  of  the  ca-- 
pital  and  province.  Such  are  his  natural  and  acquired 
accomplifliments,  his  unwearied  exertions,  his  zeal,  his 
addrefs,  his  fprighdinefs,  that  he  enlightens  and  invii* 
gorates  every  thing  around  him. 

The  inhabitants  of  Maryland  were  no  lefs  zealous  on 
the  prefent  critical  occafion,  than  thofe  of  the  moft  ac- 
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tivt  proviliciss.  They  were  all  in  modoiij  (o^^ng€ompf 
meetings,  entering  into  aflociationSj  chpafing  commits 
tees>  and  recom)il^nding  meafures  (cxc  carryi4ig.$he  x^n 
iblutions  of  the  continental  congrefs  into  eflfe^i^uil  exer 
cution.  The  convention  has  ^ppoint/ed  a  fum  ftf  qoQnejr 
for  fhe  purchafc  of  arms  and  ammunitioii.  Ev/st^  pfr- 
ion,  who  refufcs  to  contribute  to  the  purchaft^  ia  decn^ 
cd  an  enemy'  to  his  country.  Many  of  the::  principal 
gentlemen  are  ambitious  of  appearing  in  arm^.  to  det* 
fend  its  liberties.  They  have  taken  the  power  of  die 
niiliria  out  of  the  hands  of  the  governor,  and  efi^iiih^ 
it  by  their  own  authority,  for  the  defence  of  the  MaiSh 
chufetts  as  well  as  of  themfelves ;  and  thus  have  ihom, 
to  all  the  world,  their  approbation  of  New  £^i\gla(}d 
meafures*  The  lower  counties  of  th^  JQelawiu^e  h|Lfe 
aded  in  like  manner. 
^7*  The  New  Hampfhire  aflfemWy,  in  anfwer  to  a  kttior 
from  -  Maryland,  has  gone  furtjier  than  ever  befpi^^  ki 
laying,  *5  Y6u..may  depend  upon  the  ready  concuirencfr 
of  this  houfe  with  the  meafures  thought  neceflaiy  to  be 
purfued  by  the  other  colonies  in  the  great  caufc  of  li- 

But  the  province  did  not  truft  to  the  coniplexiQp  ^ 
the  affembly.  A  convention  of  deputies  was  appointed 
by  the  feveral  towns,  and  held  at  Exeter,  when  the  pro? 
ceedings  of  titie  continental  congrefs  wer^  .^n^nimoufljl 
approved ;  and  members  chofen  to  reprcfent  them  a( 
the  cnfuing  one,  two  days  before  the  aflfcmbly  gave  thdr 
anfwer.  - 

Moft  of  the  New  Yorkers,  accommodate  th^ndieives 
to  the  meafures  appointed  by  the  general  <:ongre& 

The 


The  general  comipittee  in  Ch^ur^efiowi)  Sput^  Qk9^ 
lina,  upon  receiving  ^n  accountof  d^femetfi|fe$,  imfflft? 
diately  convened  a  prpvincial  cpngr^s,  an^  progurc^  a 
return  of  reprefentatives  from  every,  parifh  and  diftrift 
in  the  colony,  by  which  mean  the  btody  cpHfiftf4  ^mwf 
than  two  hundred,  while  the.  coniUtytipQii.  9^f;t^if 
amounts  to  no  more  Aan  forty-ninp-  The  i^^reaf^  of 
the  reprefentatives  naturally  ferved  the  c^ufe  of  the  coyo^r 
try,  by  engaging  a  greater  nuijiber  of  leaders  in  fupp^rt 
of  it.  This  nrft  provincial  congrefs  met  on  the  elcrenth 
of  Janu?.r)^,  they  have  unanimoufly  approved  the  pro* 
ceedings  of  the  general  congrefs,  and  refolved  to  cwy 
them  into  execution.  Committees  of  infpedtion  an4 
obfcrvation  have  alfo  been  appointed,  whofe  bufinqli  it 
is  to  iee  that  the  public  refolutions  are  univerfally  obey^ 
ed,  that  fo  they  may  not  be  brokexij  through  the  felfyh^ 
nefs  of  individuals.  This  is  the  prevailing  mode  of 
guarding  againft  fuch  felfiftinefs  in  every  colony. 

From  the  former  fucceis  of  non-importatipn  agr^   , 
mentsj  and  a  belief  that  the  trad^  of  Anieric^  is  indi& 
penfably  neceffary  to  Britain,  it  is  generally  ho^  aii4 
expedbed  in  the  fouthem  Hates,  that  th<p  obnoxious  z&i 
will  be  repealed,    They  have  no  idea  of  an  appeal  %9 
the  fword,  notwithftandi^ig  all  the  miUtary  pv^de  tha( 
exifts.    A  bloodlefe  felfrdenying  oppofition  is  the  wholf 
of  their  real  intention,  and  all  the  facrifice  that  they  kna- 
gine  will  be  required.     Similar  fentinrients  prevail  among 
great  numbers  in  the  Maffachufetts  -,  who  while  they  are 
preparing  for  war,  expeft  that  prefent  appearances  will  Nt 
never  terminate  in  it;  for  that  Great  Britain  will  not    '  ' 
6ght  with  her  beft  cuftomers,  but  will  relax  and  accom- 
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RioQiDBy  'wncn  cncy  iina  cnc  /unciicm  tciMHnf  cnv* 
mined  to  ule  their  iitm  Mfaer  diah  fiiNrilb     ''       .:^..: 

'Pemns^  ii4io  dilcover  'great  vdSi6Xf  dKNii^tfie*  csiiti^ 
iiiiaiiM  6f  trade^  are  coiiQdere^  as  felfifiii  ptcfcuiug  frit- 
vate  :kismft  tD  the  gobd  of  t^ 
t^KKJ^,  the  Intempemte  geal  ^  thc:  popalacetiii^  Ikm 
places^  tranQx)rts  diem  beyond  the  limits  of  modwa' 
tkm^  to  apply  fingufau-  punifhments  to  individuak  nil* 
tounteraft  the  go^ral  fenfe  of  die  commumcjr;     . 

There  is  however  to  iq>pearance>  an  amaziiig  ^f96^ 
fnent  thtx>u^  the  continent;  and  it  may  be . 
diat  die  inhabitants  of  the  twelve  colonies  have 
heairt^  and  but  one  underftanding.  AEkaJbiim, 
vcntions,  congrcflcs,  towns,  eidcs,  private  dubaaaddiv 
clesj  are  feemingly  animated  by  one  9^ea^  inik,4Bim 
and  noble  l|)irit-*-one  mafterly  Ibul^  eidivemj^  ^  4*^ 
gorous  body.  AU  their  ads  tend  to  die  fiufie 'fRiill^ 
the  fuppordng  of  the  ineaiures  of  the  owtimQld^  «0K 
gktfir  But  be  iifiiired;  diere  are  gr^tnunibcvi  itMHf 
eoUnyy  who  di&pjH'ovt  of  thele  mearints-^a 
parativdyj  froni  principle  and  a  pcrfuaBod 
are  wrong,  and  tiiat  th^  ought  to  fubmit  to  i 
country-«-*fome  through  attachment  tb  die  httgi] 
mental  authority  exercifed  among  themMHMUiy^ 
felf-intereft^— but  the  bulk  for  fear  of  the  mifehiiMill 
confequences  likely  to  follow^  The  piofeffing  'iHtlit 
of  liberty  have  a6led  in  a  f^irited  manner,  wUfe^ 
others  jhave  lain  ftill.  Such  as  have  dilbovored*^ 
pofition  tooppofe  popular  measures  have  not-ibwm  -fifi 
ported,  and  therefore  have  declined  making  furthieMf' 
forts,  and  abfented  themfelves  from  town  wmitotgi 
meetings.    The  popular  cry  being  againfl  them^  dicy 
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have  fought  pcrfond  peace  and  fafety  in  j-ennaming 
quiet.  But  could  the.trtth  be  afcertaincd,  it  would  pro- 
bably be  difcovercd,  that  in  moftof  the  town  and  odief 
meetings,  even  in  New  England,  far  more  than  half 
the  parties  having  a  right  to  attend,  from  various  caufes 
were  abfent;  and  that  there  were  a  great  many  among 
the  abfentees,  who  were  fuch,  becaufe  they  knew  that 
matters  would  be  carried  at  luch  meetings  contrary  to 
their  own  fentiments.  Not  only  fo  but  it  may  be  rea- 
fonably  fuppofed,  and  time  may  prove  that  feveral  in 
affemblies,  conventions  and  congrefles,  voted  againft 
their  own  opinion,  to  fecure  themfelves  from  refent- 
ment  and  to  promote  their  prefent  intereft. 

An  inclination  has  appeared  in  feveral  of  the  govern*^ 
mental  gendemen  now  in  Bofton,  to  attempt  opening 
the  court  at  Worcefter,  and  to  fupport  it  by  the  aid  o£ 
two  regiments.  It  has  been  the  fubjefl:  of  convcrfation: 
When  the  propofal  of  marching  them  came  to  be  con* 
fidered  in  council,  it  was  laid  afide.  The  governor  was 
well  pleafed  with  the  determination ;  he  certainly  docs 
not  wifh  to  bring  on  a  rupture. 

Now  let  me  conclude  with  giving  you  a  pifture  of 
the  Maffachufetts  colony,  which  you  will  be  inclined  to 
pronounce  an  uncommon  and  aftonifhbgcuriofity.  Some 
hundred  thoyfand  people  are  in  a  ftate  pf  nature,  and 
yet  as  ftill  and  peaceable,  at  prefent,  as  ever  they  were 
when  government  was  in  full  vigor.  We  have  neither 
legiflators,  nor  magiftrates,  nor  executive  officers.  We 
have  no  officers,  but  m'litary  ones;  of  thefe  we  have  a 
multitude  chofen  by  the  people,  and  exercifing  them 
with  more  authority  and  fpirit,  than  ever  any  did  who 
had  commiflions  from  a  governor.     The  inhabitants 

are 
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ye  determined  never  to  fubmit  to  die  aft  dfiftrdyio|^ 
their  charter,  and  are  ^cvery  where  devodng  tbenifetves 
to  arms.  To  force  upon  them  a  fotm  of  govenunent 
to  which  they  are  ab£>kitely  averfe,  may  not  he  within 
the  omnipotence  of  a  Bridfh  parliament.  The.  attempt 
has  produced  a  fufpenfion  of  all  legal  auduHity*  Jm4.yet 
individuals  enjoy  the  fame  fecurity  as  beibre>  crtb  ivka 
they  differ  from  the  public  fentiment,  have  theyik 
prudence  to  moderate  their  tempers  and  ob&rve  a  neOf 
trality.  By  accommodating  themfelves  fb  &r  to  the 
times,  they  are  fafe  at  home  and  abroad. 

The  fortitude  with  which  the  town  of  Bofton  fiippoiti 
its  prefent  diftrcffes,  and  the  determmadon  it  difcovm 
to  endure  as  much  as  human  nature  can,  rather  duui 
betray  the  American  caufe  and  endanger  die  libettks 
of  pofterity,  will  fecurc  it  the  encomiums  of  future  ge- 
nerations. Not  a  town  or  city  in  all  the  eokmics  imdi 
have  been  likely  to  have  exhibited  (b  prions  ar  i|id> 
lade,  had  it  been  called  out  to  a  (imilar  triali  and  'all 
the  friends  of  American  liberty  throu^  the  continent 
may  congratulate  themfelves,  that  the  fixMttUyf  Aiiiuftelk 
rial  vengeance  has  fallen  firit  upon  the  eiq»tat  eif  dkc 
Maflachufetts,  as  in  confequence  of  it  dicy  have  er^bfed 
the  opportunity  of  providing  againft  die  worft  iliat  nHf 
be  attempted,  in  order  to  reduce  them  to  flilgeAicik' 
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Londmy  March  3,  177^.    , 
A    Strange  fupinenefs    prevailed,     for    fome    time 
^^  after  my  laft  was  clofcd,  among  the  great  bodf 
of  the  Englifh  nation  5  and  the  colony  contefls  were  lit-* 
de  regarded.    Numbers  flattered  thenifelves,    that  af 
things  had  formerly  fo  often  appeared  at  the  verge  <rf*  a' 
rupture,  without  aftually  arriving  at  it,   fome  means^ 
would  be  found  for  accommodating  the  prefent  dispute. 
The  opinion  alfo  was  circulated,  that  a  countenance  of 
reiblution  perfifled  in,    would  certainly  put   an   end 
t»  the  conteft,  which  (it  was  faid)  had  been  nduriflicd 
wholly  by  former  conceflions  5  people  in  general  were 
therefore  inclined  to  troft  the  trial  of  perieverance  and 
iciblution,  to  a  miniilry  who  valued  th^mielves  upon 
thefe  qualities.     The  times  have  b^n  highly  favdr^le 
to  any  purpofe,  which  only  required  the  concurrence  of 
die  parliament  and  the  acquiefcence  of  the  public.    Ad- 
jniniftration  has  taken  advantage  of  thefe  circumftaaces,  1774* 
and  the  late  parliament  has  been  diffolv^ed,   a  twdve^^^ 
annonth  before  the  expeded  time.     This  may  be  meant 
"as  a  preparatory  ftep  to  the  moft  coercive  meafures  with 
America ;  but  in  a  new  houfe  of  commons  miniftry  wiB^ 
be  left  at  large,  to  choofe  or  alter  their  line  of  condu^ 
as  incidents  may  vary,  and  if  neceflary,  can  throw  all 
the  odium  of  the  late  laws  upon  the  former  parliament. 

His  majefly  in  hi$  fpeech  informed  the  new  one,  that  Nor. 
a  moft  daring  fpirit  of  difobedience  to  the  law  ftill  un^'^* 

»        happily 
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happity  prevailed  in  the  Mafiachufetts»  afid  had  \ 
forth  in  frelh  violences  of  a  crimmal  nature  s  that  thi^ 
proceedings  had  been  encouraged  in  othar  cckmieu,  $6i 
unwarrantable  attenipts  been  made  tD^l^ru6k  tfaeooMi 
merce  of  the  kingdom,  by  unlawful  combioatipiis  i  Am 
fuch  noea&res  had  been  tkken,  and  fuch  orders  gmth 
as. Hvsere  judged  tno^  proper  (ot  carrying  i)ie  im%:jm 
execution;  and  di^jibey .tnig^t  depeod .t]|Km i^rirni^ 
iblutton  to  withftajfid  'every  attempt  iovmki^  lA0/&h 
preme  .auFhorttyof  rthe  legiiktuzie  over  all  thc^^^woai^ 
nions  of  the  cn>^  his  nasgefly^Jbeiog  tffimdic^ 
ceiying  dieir  fuppoft  while  ading,  upon  tbeft  \ 

.  The  ptopofed  i^refs  in  the  hoi^  <^  ( 
duced  a  confiden^le  debate  y  and  tlier  coteifterriiw  im 
minded  of  the  mii^ity  efiefts  he  i^  pocidiSed  fiwM|i: 
Ijitte  a6ts  againft  America  :--Thty  iteTe  to  IwipfelMM^ 
whole  continent: in  the  dufl^  widiout:,4iltlMin|^ 
and  the  puniihmeiit  of  fi^bon  waa.to  ftfsbe  miOrimt* 
panic  on  «dl theooloniea;  that re&ajfibdqr  townt liyiiW(i)p 
totally,  abandoned,  ud.  ii^ad  of  obtaixijni^iffd^ 
dread  <;^  the  fame  fate. would  even  jpreveo|;rtj^j|q^Mir'- 
ances  ot  pity.  But  the  addr«^  was  ^^"'^H  TffWMtJBf- 
amendment,  by  a  majority  .<}fwwt  tha^ 

.,  That  &om  the  hpufe  of  lords  was^^rQucI^)  JR  Jbf^ 
terms,  and  was^  warmly  4ebated.  it  ^mifVI/itltlAilll^ 
n)orable  by  a  proteft,  thought  to  be^^vfift  .iqp9S^  |»i 
addreis,  and  which  was  .very  pointe4&  y  €Qpj;|pd4s4  W^. 
the  following  renntarkable  declaration  V^' Bvc;^7#9H^ 
may  be  ,the.  mifchievous  defigns,  or  the^  bco||$(^B|||Q[t: 
tenvtrity,  which  leads. pthers  to  this  de^feruif,'gf!tAiri 
we  wiih  to  be  known  as  perfons,  who  iiAW  diSit§fgf0K^ 
9f  meafures  £>  injurious  in  their  paft  efitd^.ijii^  -fkttt'" 
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future  tendency,  and  who  are  not  in  hafte,  without  in^ 
quiry  or  information,  to  commit  outfelves  in  declanu 
tions  which  may  precipitate  our  counGry  into  all  the  cala« 
mities  of  a  civil  war.*"  The  addre^  was  carried  by  a 
m^ority  of  63  to  13. 

Notwithftanding  the  hoftile  tone  of  theipeech>.and 

the  great  majority  that  iupported  the  addreffes,  diere 

appeared  an  irrefolution  on  the  fide  of  miniftry;  and 

previous  to  the  Chriftmas  recefs,  they  feemed  evidendy 

to  fhrink  from  all  conteft  upon  American  fubjedts. ,  The 

national  eftimates  were  entirely  formed  upon  a  peace 

eftablifhment ;  and  the  minifter  of  the  naval  departmrat 

publicly  afferted  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  that  he  knew  it 

would  be  fully  fufficient  for  reducing  the  colonies  to 

obedience.    He  fpoke  with  the  grcateft  contempt  both 

of  the  power  and  coun^  of  the  Americans ;  and  held 

:that  they  were  not  difciplined,  nor  capable  of  difcipUne, 

.  and  that  formed  of  fuch  materials,  and  fo  indifpofed  to 

adion,   the  numbers,  of  whidi  fuch  boafts  had^  been 

.  made,  would  only  add  to  the  facility  of  their  defeat* 

The  eftablifhment  will  indeed,  be  fully  fufficient,  if 
-  the  miniftry  mean  to  employ  ;lie  navy  only,  and  to  rc- 
,  call  the  military.  Ships  may  efFe£t  that  with  little 
:  hazard  and  expence,  which  if  once  jtttempted  by  fbldlf 

*  ers,  may  plunge  the  nation  into  enormous  difbuHi* 
ments,  and  yet  not  be  accompliihed  A  few  fhipitif 
the  line  ftationed  fingly  near  th^  capital  ix>rt$  of  th^l 

•  colonics,  and  a  number  of  frigates  employed  as  cnttfepg  ^ 
.  to  ftop  the  Americans  from  fending  any  veilels  to  fei ;; 

and  this  meafure  continued,  would  at  length  w^ary  out 

*  Lords  who  figned  the  proteft-^Richmond,  Portland^  Roekii^- 
tiain>  Stamford,  Stanhope,  Torxington,  Ponfonhgr,  Wycoxnbo,  Camden* 

2  the 


ithX/kmUli&m  •mfii'-^  «he  grailffafMci  iHfih^'flff 
fea-ports  once  brought  to  adjuft'thel^dlift  ^^/HbS^WS 
iabAiaiftM^ilf  \tH9  tdWjfts  In  <Rc>  ISaSkdc^mtfiin^i^ 
gradfoayy  iA<^d  tb  the  fti»6,  -#ha6k^  ittey  BlE!a)M!&' 
ftrafenr  a|i{>ri{^eMoM.  The^  prdj^  a^tiabii^  WiM? 
ifel#7  t(y  the  Atvieiftfan  ceiitdl  ^M^^ffi^dt!cfimi''lil 
ftfdgn  iM&rkifmt^.-  ■  ■•■  - ■  • '-  '■"' ■•''  — li'"^- «' 

TKr  «oggtVf(r)6nfl  ]^roce<e^g$  %«r«  i!W(d^^4niSM^ 
dMf  CKi$9»»as  #<ieieft,-  aiid  initliil^  #flM  dii^i9aatWf»'> 

0icfft^m.-  Ik)  tbifr  «iftt,  «F^ric«ci6n  Wafii  Mad^  ^hidtt 
dl<!r  au^ei^  of  thd  iHiniftcPi  t«die  bttdyctf-ilie  AMaikatt 
i««i3hM«Sy  di^iitgf  4M!»n  tof  fi^fntf  ^imI^II^  lb)»  :tllf  lt>>' 

Altieatm^ii^&i  mi  f«Mii^fiHg<e<Mn^iaWOJt  tv%ftk4ifeb|»- 
atfiCwi^Kki^  ^esabld  b  «h«-:mltli(by  tt>  -rt|>eia^lfie' 
€^aoi^^ii6a,  fuf^^f  mct^otp^AM  of  peid6aMNF 
hdine;  Wkili^  fki$  wak  m  a^tim,-  lieeta'S'  ttet^  ik- 
cei^red  fi^kn  Ne>#f  ;¥o^,  ifenMg  iM-  die  un^Uf^ 
\Aiuld  tiif^^  die  ^foc^diiigb  <^  tie  gitm^  oMgrdl^^ 
a»d  thaTthen;  wt^td  br  «t  ret>ai«ti^  dl^tia)!  CQi6tiy-'fllgiiif> 
the  reft.  FrMihiE^s<»iN-eoohcdv*6lfi^ 
of  ^dmfioti,  Upoft  ^fech  iftinifoy 'r^^grted-.tt»  muS&ti- 
nxife  adapted  ttt  their  ovm  inclinatkm*.  •:■• 

Stit  during  die  liecafs,  perfons  hegan  to  confideir  dtt' 
con&qtierices  which  mi^tibllow  ddS  congreflionaLpR>i^ 
ceeding^,  and'  a-gienerri-darm  was  Ipread.    Thism** 
duced  feveral  ifledrings  of-the  Noi>di-  AineiicMi>'-rtcf- 
f*  flfetHe  !Cc«hto!bfai<rrt;  fart  Hi  p:  tif,  the'tioie;   •*■  ♦■  ** 
5  '  ***     dumts 
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chants  in  London  and  Briftol ;  and  petitions  to  parlia- 
ment were  prepared  and  agreed  upon  in  both  places. 
But  the  tinnes  were  fo  altered  from  what  they  were  for- 
merly, that  no  mercantiic  oppofition  could  prove  effica- 
cious by  endangering  the  continuance  of  the  niiniftry. 

On  the  firft  day  of  the  meeting  after  the  rcccls,  the 
nobleman  at  the  head  of  the  American  affairs,  laid'  the 
papers  belonging  to  his  department,  before  the  lords,  on 
which  Lord  Chatham  rofc,  and  expreffcd  his  utmoft 
diffent  and  difapprobation  of  the  whole  fyftcm  of  Ame- 
rican meafures. 

Being  in  pofTefiion  at  prefent  of  your  friend  Mr* 
Quincy's  journal,  wherein  he  gives  a  particular  account 
of  his  lordfhip's  fpeech,  of  the  copies  of  fevcral  letters 
fent  by^himfelf  to  America,  an<J  of  other  matters,  permit 
me  to  tranfcribe  from  die  lame,  and  give  you  the  thoughts 
and  expreffions  of  Mr.  Quincy,  with  the  dates.  - 

Viewed  Plymouth  docks..  My  ideas  of  the  riches  and  1774* 
powers  of  this  great  nation  are  increafed  to  a  degree  I  j  ,^^* 
.ihould  not  have  believed,  if  it  had  been  prediftcd  to 
me.  I  am  not  in  any  meafurc  reconciled  to  the  Britilh 
plan  of  taxing  America,  but  I  fhould  with  cheerfulneis 
accede  to  a  contribution  from  the  colonies,  (they  being 
the  fole  judges  of  the  time  and  quantity  of  their  grants) 
toward  the  charges  of  the  Brid(h  government- 

This  morning  J.  WiUiams  eiq;  informed  me,  that  ,g^ 
governor  Hutchinfon  had  repeatedly  affured  the  miniftry, 
that  a  union  of  the  colonics  was  utterly  impraflicabic  j 
that  the  people  were  greatly  divided  among  themfclvcs 
in  every  colony  5  and  that  there  could  be  no  doubt  but 
that  all  America  would  fubmit  >  that  they  muft,  aiul 

Vol.  L  F  f  would 
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iffould  foon.  Several  of  the  nobility  and  minifhy  affureU 
Dr,  Franklin  of  the  fame  fafts*  ^ 

19.         Lord  N repeatedly  faid  to  me,  "  Wc  muft  try 

what  we  can  do  to  fupport  the  authority  we  have  claimed 
over  America  5  if  we  are  defcftive  in  power,  we  muft 
fit  down  contented  and  make  the  beft  terms  we  can ;  and 
nobody  then  can  blame  us  after  we  have  done  our  utmoft ; 
.but  till  wc  have  tried  what  we  can  do^  we  can  never  be 
juilificd  in  receding  j  and  we  ought  to,  and  fhall  be  very 
careful  not  to  judge  a  thing  impofDble,  becaufe  it  may 
be  diiEculti  nay^  we  ought  to  try  what  we  can  efftfl 
before  we  can  determine  upon  its  impradlicabilipy," 

H'  To "  The  following  language  hath  been  re- 
iterated to  me  in  various  companies" —  "We  are  afraid 
of  nothing  but  your  divifion,  and  your  waht  of  perfe- 
verance.  Unite  and  perfevere;  you  muft  prevail — ^you 
muft  triumph*" 

'^  From  parliament  expeft  no  favor,  but  what  proceeds 
from  fear.  Depend  not  upon  commercial  plans  for 
your  fafety.  Dr.  Franklin  is  an  American  in  heart  and 
foul.  His  ideas  are  not  contraded  within  the  narrow 
liniits  of  exemption  from  taxes,  but  are  extended  upon 
'the  broad  fcale  of  total  emancipation.  He  is  explicit 
and  bold  upon  the  fubjeft."  M 

26.         Governor  P afiured  me,  that  all  the  meafures 

againft  America  were  planned  and  puftied  on  by  Bernard 
and  Hutchinfon.  They  were  incelTant  in  their  applia- 
tions  to  admin Iftration,  and  gave  the  moft  pofitive  af- 
furances  of  fuccefs-  ^ 

Dec.  Mr,  commiffioner  M— —  waited  on  me.  In  the 
courfe  of  converfation  he  faid,  "  You  can  have  no  Idea 
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of  the  taxes  of  this  kingdom,  and  the  diftrefs  of  our 
poor.  They  are  extreme  poor  and  wretched  indeed--* 
every  thing  here  is  taxed  to  the  utmoft*  The  colonk's 
muft  reheve  us:  they  muft  eafe  us  of  our  taxes,  &c/: 
He  alfo  affirmed  to  me,  that  governors  Bernard  and 
Hutchinfon  were  principally  attended  to  in  the  late 
meafures  againft  the  colonies.  But  he  added,  that  govern* 
ment  had  found  many  things  had  turned  out  different 
from  Hutchinfon's  reprefentations,  and  had  not  been  at 
all  conformable  to  what  he  foretold. 

To    ■  '  *^  My  whole  time  is  employed  in  endea* 

vouring  to  fcrve  my  country.  I  find  every  body  eager 
to  hear,  moft  people  willing  to  be  fet  right,  and  almoft 
all  grofsly  ignorant  of  the  American  world.  It  is  agreed 
on  all  hands,  that  your  courage — ^your  courage,  I  repeat 
it — ^will  be  brought  to  the  teft.  Should  it  prove  an-* 
fwerable  to  your  oftentations,  and  worthy  your  anceftors, 
your  friends  will  amazingly  increafe,  your  hearty  frienda 
will  be  in  raptures.  Prepare,  prepare  I  fay,  for  the 
worft." 

^*  Many  of  your  friends  here  in  both  houies  will  not 
take  a  decifive  part,  till  they  fee  how  you  aft  in  Amc* 
rica.  For  fhould  they  take  a  determined  part  ftow  in 
favor  of  that  country,  and  in  a  fhort  time  America  give 
back,  their  hopes  of  rife  into  power  and  office  (which. 
are  the  hopes  of  all  Britilh  ftatefmen)  would  be  for  ever 
at  an  end.  Therefore  till  the  colonifts  difcover  that 
union  and  fpirit,  which  all  parties  here  agree,  muft  forct 
fuccefs,  you  are  not  to  expeft  any  great  exertions  in 
your  favor.  But  when  once  there  is  a  convifldon,  that 
the  Americans  are  in  carneft,  that  they  are  refolved  tc 
endure  all  hazards  with  a  fpirit  worthy  the  prize,  then 
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(and  not  dll  then)  will  you  have  many  firnij  aftive,  per- 
fevering  and  powerful  friends*  For,  ftrange  as  it  may 
fcemj  there  is  a  great  doubt  here,  among  many,  whe- 
ther you  arc  really  in  earneft^  in  the  full  force  and  ex- 
tent of  thofe  words." 

12.  Lord  -'  '-^'  appeared  a  very  warni  friend  to  the 
Americans^  and  faid,  "If  they  continue  united,  they 
muft  have  all  diey  alk,"     He  particularly  mentioned, 

that  Lord  M ,  laft  feffions,  aflured  the   houfe  of 

lords,  that  the  plan  they  had  laid  would  go  down  in 
America  ^OT  clade^  and  alfo^  that  he  had  die  beft  inceU 
ligence  what  might  be  carried  through  there-  His  lord- 
fhip  had  no  doubt  that  fuch  afiurance  was  grounded  on 
Hutchinfon's  information, 

*4«  To  E^— .  "  Your  countrymen  muft  feal  rheir  cau 
with  their  blood.  They  muft  preferve  a  confiftency  of 
charafter.  They  must  ^fOT  delay.  They  muft-^or 
be  trodden  down  into  the  vileft  vafialage — the  fcom— 
tiie  fpurn  of  dieir  enemies — a  by- word  of  infamy  among 
all  men."  J 

,6^         To  E'  "  Permit  me  to  congratulate  my  countr^ 

men  on  the  integrity  and  wiidom,  with  which  the  con- 
grefs  have  conducted.  Tlieir  policy,  fpirit  and  union, 
have  confounded  their  foes,  and  infpired  their  friends. 
All  parties  agree  in  giving  them  a  tribute  of  honor  and 

applaufe.     My  Lx)rd  N endeavoured  to  explain 

away  his  exprefiion,  "  I  will  have  America  at  iny  feetijj 
Beware  of  the  arts  of  negotiation."  ™ 

"  By  the  way,  there  is  no  doubt  but  the  miniftr)-  fern 
Urge  fums  to  New  York  in  order  to  bribe  your  conti- 
nental  delegates.     1 1  was  openly  avowed  and  vindlcati 
and  great  boail  was  made  of  minifterial  fucceft  in 
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way,  with  the  delegates  from  New  York.  It  was  laid, 
that  they  had  efFefted  a  dif-union  which  would  be  fatal 
to  the  caufe  of  America.  You  can't  well  imaguic  the 
chagrin  with  which  the  miniftry  received  the  refolt  of 
that  glorious  body.  They  are  viewed  as  the  nat^iem 
conjiellation  of  glorious  worthies,  illuminating  and  warn)** 
ing  the  new  world." 

To  Jofeph  Ree(i  efq;  (of  Philadelphia)  ,7. 

'^  Sure  I  am  that  the  miniftry  have  no  where  luch  fiui- 
guine  hopes  of  a  defedion  as  from  that  quarter  -(New 
York.)  Their  influence  is  no  where  fo  forcibly  ex- 
tended ;  it  is  certain  they  will  be  aiftonifliingly  x}iiap* 
pointed  if  they  do  not  find  a  fenfibility  to  their  toudu 
Lord  C  faid  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  die  other  day^ 

''  Were  I  an  American,  I  would  refift  to  the  laft  drop 
of  my  blood."  Your  parliamentary  friends  fay,  ihatck 
the  opportunity  for  peace  and  reconciliation.  Yew  fan- 
guine  and  warm  partizans  fay,  "  You  arc  united  add 
infpired  now,  circumftances  that  may  never  hapj>ea 
again.  Seize  the  haj^y  and  glorious  opportunity  for 
«ftablifliing  the  freedom  and  fbcial  felicity  of  all  America. 
There  is  a  tide  in  the  aflfairs  of  men." 

While  (at  Bath)  viewing  the  moft  magnificently  ete*  177^, 
igant  new  rooms,  in  company  with  colonel  Barre,  hcJ"**- 
faid,  pointing  to  the  piftures  t^en  from  ruins  found  at 
Herculaneum,  "  I  hope  you  have  not  the  books  con- 
taining the  draughts  of  thofe  ruins  with  you."  I  replied, 
**  There  was  one  fet  I  believed  in  the  public  library  at 
our  college."  "  Keep  them  there,  (faid  he)  and  they 
may  be  of  fome  fervice  as  a  matter  of  curiofity  for  the 
fpeculative,  but  let  them  get  abroad  and  you  are  ruined, 

F  f  3  They 
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They  wifl  infufe  a  taftc  for  buiidings  and  fculpt 
when  a  people  get  a  tafte  for  the  fine  arts^  they  are 
ruined,  'Tis  tarte  that  ruins  whole  kingdoms.  'Tls 
tafte  that  depopulates  whole  nations.  I  could  not  help 
weeping,  when  I  furveyed  the  ruins  at  Rome,  All  the 
remains  of  the  Roman  grandeur  are  of  works  which  were 
fiiiilhedj  when  Rome  and  the  fpirit  of  Romans  were  no 
more,  unlefs  I  except  the  ruins  of  the  Emilian  baths. 
'f'  Mn  Quincy,  \tt  yotir  countrymen  beware  of  tafte  in 
their  buildingSj  equipage^  and  drefsV  as  a  deadly  poifbn," 
'  "Colonel  Barre  alio  added  in  the  courfc  of  converfa- 
tion^  *'  About  14  or  15  yeiirs  ago,  I  was  through  a 
ronfiderabJe  part  of  your  country  i  for  in  the  expeditiai 
againfl'Canadaj  my  bufinefs  called  me  to  pafs  by  land 
through  Pennf;/lvaniaj  New  Jerley,  York  and  Albany^ 
*and  when  I  returned  again  to-  this  country,  I  was  often 
•fpeaking  of  America,  and  Could  not  help  fpeaking  %ve]! 
■of  its  climate,  foil  and  inhabitants;  for  you  muft  know, 
^its  Aitierica  was  always  a  favorite  with  me-  But  will 
^oii^'behev^  itj  Sir,  j^et  J  aflure  you  it  is  true^  more 
"Mian  t^o-thirds  of  this  iiland  at  that  time,  thought  the 
Americans  were  all  negroes."  I  replied,  "  I  did  not 
in  the  leaft  donb:  ir,  for  if  I  was  to  judge  by  the  btc 

•  "'t  afts  of  parhamem,  I  ftioirld  fuppofe  that  a  majority  of 
*  *^^  the  people  of  Great  Britain  ftill  thought  fo,  for  I  found 
that  thdr  reprefentatives  ftill  treated   them   as  fuchM 
He  fmiled  and  the  difcourfe  dropped.     The  colonel  was 
among  thofe  who  vott^d  for  the  Bofton  port-bilL 

^o.  Attended  the  debates  of  the  houfc  of  lords.  Good 
fortune  gave  me  one  of  the  beft  places  for  taking  a 
'few  minutes*  ^ 

■ 
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Lord  Chatham  rofe  like  Marcellus.  **  Vjros  fuper- 
cminet  omnes."  He  feemed  to  feel  himfelf  fuperiqr  to 
thofe  around  him.  His  language,  voice  and  gcfture, 
were  more  pathetic  than  I  ever  faw  or  heard  before  at 
the  bar  or  fenate.  He  feemed  like  an  old  Roman 
fenator,  rifing  with  the  dignity  of  age>  yet  Ipeaking  with 
the  fire  of  youth. 

The  illuftrious  fage  ftretched  forth  his  hand  with  the 
decent  folemnity  of  a  Paul,  and  rifing  with  his  fubjeft, 
he  fmote  his  breaft  with  the  energy  and  grace  of  a  De- 
mofthenes.  He  opened  with  fome  general  obfervations, 
on  the  importance  and  magnitude  of  the  American 
quarrel  (as  he  called  it.)  He  enlarged  upon  the  dan- 
gerous and  ruinous  events,  that  were  coming  upon  the 
nation,  in  confequence  of  the  prefent  difpute,  and  the 
meafures  already  begun  and  now  carrying  on  by  his 
majefty's  minifters.  He»  arraigned  their  conduft  with  * 
,   great  feverity  and  freedom.     He  then  proceeded : 

"  My  lords,  thefe  papers  from  America,  now  ^  laid 
for  the  firft  time  before  your  lordfhips,  have  been,,  to 
my  knowledge,  5  or  6  weeks  in  the  pocket  of  the  mi- 
nifter.  And  notwithftanding  the  fate  of  this  kingdom 
hangs  upon  the  event  of  this  great  controverfy,  we  are 
but  this  moment  called  to  a  confideration  of  this  im- 
portant fubjeft*  My  lords,  I  do  not  want  to  look  ifito  • 
one  of  thofe  papers  5  I  know  their  contents  well  enough 
already.  I  know  that  there  is  not  a  member  in  this 
houfe  but  is  acquainted  with  their  purport  alfo.  There 
ought  therefore  to  be  no  delay  in  entering  upon  this 
matter;  we  ought  to  proceed  to  it  immediately.  We 
ought  to  feize  the  firft  moment  to  open  the  door  of 
reconciliation.    The  Americans  will  never  be  in  a  temper 
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or  ftate  tp  be  r^croncUed  (thejr  ou|^  not  to  be)  citt  Ac 
tropps  are  \^ithdrawn.  The  ^trooips  iafc  sijMrpetupl  Ufir 
tation  to  thefe  people :  they  are  t  bar.  10'  all  cQufidi^ietftf 
and  all  cordial  reconcilement,  I  therefore^  mf^tenbi 
move-^That  m  humble  addreik  beprefentdd  to  hismk* 
jefty,  moft  humbly  to  advife  and  befi»<*ch  hh  n^^ll^i 
that,  in  order  to  open  the  way  towards  ao  b^pffApiit^ 
ment  of  the  dangerous  troubles  in  Aqierictf  bjr  faqpn- 
ping  to  allay  ferments,  ^nd  foften  animofitks  there  1  ai4 
above  all,  for  preventing,  in  (he  mean  timeei  any  fiiddot 
and  fatal  cataftrophe  atlSofton>  now  fuSemig  under  the 
daily  irritation  of  an  army,  before  their  eyes,  poClad  in 
their  town,  it  may  gracioufly  pleafe  hi3  ma^eityt  that 
immediate  orders  may  be  difpatched  to  g^qcml  Gagp^ 
for  removing  hi?  majefty's  forces .  from  the  town,  of 
Bofton,  as  foon:  as  the  rigor  of  the  &afan,  and  odiar 
eircumilances  indifpenfabk  to  the  fafety  and  accommo*' 
dation  of  the  faid  tropps,  may  reader  the  i^aic  piafiit 
cable." 

"  The  way,  my  lords,  muft  be  imme4|atBl)[  Ofpmed 
for  reconciliation,'  It  will  fqoi)  be  too  bitBt-  I  Ifnttw- 
not  who  advifcd  the  prefent  me^fures,  I  kfiow  n^  Who 
advifes  to  a  perfeverance  and  enforpemeiit  t>£  tbimibii^ 
this  I  will  fay,  that  whoever  advifes  them  ought  tt>  mtr 
fwer  for  it,  at  his  utmoft  peril.  I  )uKVfr  Astt  no  mm 
will  avow,  that  he  advifed,  or  th^t  he  W19  ^  Aii(faor<l 
thefe  meafures:  every  one  Ihrinks  from  tht  ohaigb 
But  fomebody  has  advifed  )\is  m^jefly  to  thefit  iqeafirab 
and  if  his  majefty  continues  to  hear  fucb  i^  CQunfet* 
tors,  his  majeily  will  be  luidone.  His  ma^eftjr  indtnl 
may  wear  his  crown ;  but  the  American  jewti  tut  i^  (^ 
it  will  not  be  worth  the  wearing/' 

^  What 
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'*  What  more  ftxaU  I  fay?  I  muft  not  fay,  that  the 
king  is  betrayed ;  but  this  I  will  fay,  the  NATION  is 
ruined.  What  foundation  have  we  for  our  claims  over 
America  ?  What  is  our  ri^t  to  perfift  in  fuch  cruel  and 
vindictive  meafwes  againft  that  loyal  and  refpedable 
people  ?  They  fay  you  have  no  right  to  tax  them  with- 
out their  confent*  They  fay  truly.  Reprefentation  and 
taxation  muft  go  together :  they  are  infeparable*  Yet 
there  is  hardly  a  man  in  our  ftreets,  though  fo  poor  as 
fcarcc  to  be  able  to  get  his  daily  bread,  but  thinks  he 
is  the  legiflator  of  America.  Our  American  fubjeds  is 
a  common  phrafe  in  the  mouth  of  the  loweft  orders  of 
our  citizens  j  but  property,  my  lords,  is  the  fole  and  cn^ 
tire  dominion  of  the  owner :  it  excludes  all  the  world 
befides  the  owner.  None  can  intermeddle  with  it*  It 
is  a  unity ;  a  mathematical  point.  It  is  an  sitotn  -,  un«  ^ 
tangible  by  any  but  the  proprietor.  Touch  it— and  th« 
owner  Ipfes  his  whde  property.  The  touch  contanmiateft 
ihe  whole  mafsj  the  whole  property  vaniflics.— The 
touch  of  another  annihilates  it — ^For  whatever  is  a  man'a 
own  is  abfolutely  and  exciufively  his  own^"' 

<<  In  the  laft  parliament  all  was  anger— -all  was. rage. 
Adminiftration  did  not  confider  what  was  pra&icahk» 
but  what  was  revenge.  Sine  clade  vi£loria  was  the  language 
of  the  miniftry  laft  feffKHis,  bur  every  body  knew,  an 
ideot  might  know,  that  fuch  would  not  be  this:  iffise* 
But  the  ruin  of  the  nation  was  a  matter  of  no  c6ncerA^ 
tf  adminiftration  might  be  revenged.  Americani  we« 
abufedj  mifreprefented,  and  traduced  in  the  moil  Mk^ 
cious  manner,  in  order  to  give  a  colour,  and  urge  on 
to  the  moft  precipitate,  unjuft,  crud,  and  vindiftivc 
Riieafures  that  everdifgraced  a  nation.'* 

Gnoffius 
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GfaojRlus  hax  Rhadamanthus  habct  dttriffimn  reg 
*  '  Q/?/^^/quCj  AUDITque  dolds,  - 
"  My  lordsj  the  very  infernal  fpirits,  they  chafitji^ 
cafiigatqm :  frd  audUquey  my  lords.  The  very  Ipirits  of 
the  infernal  regions  HEAR  hsf^re  they  pumjh.  B«t 
how  have  this  refpeftable  people  behaved  und(^r  all  their 
grievances?  With  unexampled  p^itienccj  with  unpa- 
ralleJed  wifdonip  They  chofe  delegates  by  their  free 
fijffrages:  no  bribery^  no  forr»p;/f??j  no  influence  hcrCj 
my  lords.  Their  reprefentatives  meet  with  the  ftnti- 
ments  and  temper^  and  fpeak  the  fenfe  of  the  continent. 
For  genuine  iagacity,  for  fingular  moderation,  for  fbJid 
wifdom^  manly  fpiritj  fublime  fentiments  and  fimpliciry 
of  language,  for  every  thing  refpeftable  and  honorable, 
the  Gongrefs  of  Philadelphia  ftiine  unrivalled.  This  wile 
\  people  fpeak  otic.  They  do  not  hold  the  language  of 
flaves:  they  tell  you  what  they  mean*  They  do  not 
afk  you  to  repeal  your  laws  as  a  favor  \  they  claim  it 
as  a  right:  they  demand  it*  They-tell  yoUj  they  will 
not  fbbhik'to  th^m :  and  I  tell  you  the  a£ts  muft  be 
repealed ;  they  will  be  repealed ;  you  cannot  enforce 
them.  ^  The  miniftry  are  checker- mated.  They  have  & 
move  to  make  on  the  board  ^  and  yer  not  a  move  bML 
they  are  ruined.  ^ 

"  Repeal^  therefore,  my  lords,  I  fay.  But  bare  re- 
peal will  nor  fatisfy  this  enlightened  and  fpirited  people 
What  J  repeal  a  bit  of  paper :  repeal  a  piece  of  parch- 
ment! That  alone  won't  doj  my  lords.  You  muft  go 
through-  You  muft  declare  you  have  no  right  to  tax? 
then  they  may  truft  you  ;  then  they  will  have  confidence 
in  you.  I  have  heard  a  noble  lord  Ipeak,  who  feemed 
to  lay  fomc  blame  upon  general  Gage,  I  think  thai 
-  honorable 
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honorable  gentleman  has  behaved  with  great  prudence 
and  becoming  caution.  He  has  entrenched  himfelf  and 
ftrengthened  his  fortifications,  I  don't  know  what  he 
could  do  more.  His  lituatjion  puts  me  in  mind  of  a 
fimilar  tranfadtion  in  the  civil  wars  of  France,  when  the 
great  Conde  on  one  fide,  apd  Marfhall  Turenne  on  the 
other,  with  large  armies  lay  many  weeks  very  near  each 
other.  Turenne,  confcious  of  the  terrible  confequenccs 
of  a  vidtory  to  himfelf  and  country,  though  the  armies 
were  feveral  days  in  fight  of  each  other,  never  came  to 
a  battle.  On  his  return  to  the  court' of  France,  the 
queen  alked  him,  "  Why,  Marfhall,  I  think  ypu-  lay 
feveral  days  in  fight  of  your  enemy,  and  you  might  have 
been  up  with  him  at  any  time;  pray  why  did  you  not 
take  him  ?"  The  general  very  fhrewdly  replied, 
"  Should  I  have  taken  him,  plcafe  your  majefty,  I  was 
afraid  all  Paris  would  have  taken  me."  My  lords,  there 
are  three  millions  of  whigs.  Three  millions  of  whig% 
iny  lords,  with  arms  in  their  hands,  are  a  very  formidable 
body.  'Twas  the  whigs,  my  lords,  that  fet  his  majefly's 
royal  anceftors  upon  the  throne  of  England.  I  hope^ 
my  lords,  there  are  yet  double  the  number  of  -vdiigsin 
England  that  there  are  in  America.  I  hope  the  whigB 
of  both  countries  will  join  and  make  a  common  caofe. 
Ireland  is  with  thie  Americans  to  a  man.  The  whigs  of 
that  country  will,  and  thofe  of  this  country  ought,  to 
think  the  American  caufe  their  own.  They  are  allied 
to  each  other  in  fentiment  and  intereft,  united  in  poe 
great  principle  of  defence  and  refiftance :  they  ought 
therefore,  and  will  run  to  embrace  and  fupport  their 
brethren.  The  caufe  of  fhip-money  was  the  caufe  of 
all  the  whigs  of  England,     Tpu  Jball  not  take  nr^  money 
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the  verge  of  my  life,  vindicate  thofe  righrs   againft  ail 
men,  who  ftrive  to  trample  upon  or  oppofe  them/'   ^ 

From  the  efFe£ts  of  this  fpccch  on  the  great  audience 
'  T?vithout  the  bar,  and  from  my  own  emotions  and  feel- 
ings, the  mircicles  of  ancient  eloquence — thd  Haze  ofge- 
nius  and  the  hurft  of  thought — with  which  Grecian  and 
Roman  orators  have  been  faid  to  work  wonders  in  the 
fenate  and  the  field,  no  longer  appeared  fabulous. 

Lord  Camden  fpoke  next  on  the  fide  of  America  m 

in  ftipport  of  the  motion.     He  equalled  lord  Chatham 

m  every  thing)  but  that  fire  and  pathos  which  are  the 

forte  of  his  lordfnip.     In  learning,  perfpicuity  and  purr 

eloquence,  probably  no  one  ever  furpaffed  Lord  Camden. 

His  lordlliip  opened  briefly  upon  the  nature  of  pro- 
perty, the  right  of  taxadon,  and  its  infeparability  from  re- 
prefentation.  "  My  lords  (he  faid)  I  will  not  enter  into  the 
large  field  of  collateral  reafonlng  applicable  to  the  abftrufe 
difl"in£tions  touchingtheomnipocence  of  parliament.  The 
declaratory  law  fealed  my  mouth.  But  diis  I  will  fay,  not 
only  as  a  ftatefman,  politician  and  philofopher,  but  as  a 
Common  Lawyer,  my  lords,  you  have  no  right  to  tax 
AiTTierica.  I  have  fearched  the  matter,  I  repeat  it,  my 
lords^  you  have  no  right  to  tax  America*  The  natural 
rights  of  manand  the  immutable  laws  of  nature  are  all  ^\xh 
that  people.  Much  ftrefs  is  laid  on  the  fupreme  legi- 
fladve  authority  qf  Great  Britain,  and  fo  far  as  the  doc- 
trine is  direfted  to  its  proper  object  I  accede  to  it.  But 
it  is  equally  true,  according  to  all  approved  writers  on 
govt-inmenc,  that  no  man^  agreeable  to  the  principles 
of  natural  or  civil  liberty,  can  be  divefted  of  any  p; 
of  his  property  widiout  his  confent.  Every  ching 
been  ftaked  on  this  fingle  pofiuon>  that  a£U  of  par] 

mem 
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ment  muft  be  obeyed  :  but  this,  general,  unconditional, 
unlimited  affertion,  I  am  far  from  thinking  applicable 
to  every  poflible  cafe,  that  may.  arife  in  the  turn  of 
times.  For  my  part,  I  imagine,  that  a  power,  rcfult- 
ing  from  a  truft,  arbitrarily  exercifed,  may  be  lawfully 
refilled;  whether  the  power  is  lodged  in  a  colleftivc 
body,  or  fingle  perfon,  in  the  few  or  the  many.  How- 
ever modified  makes  no  difference.  Whenever  the  truft 
is  wrefl:ed  to  the  injury  of  the  people,  whenever  oppref- 
fion  begins,  all  is  unlawful  and  unjuft,  and  refiftance 
of  courie  becomes  lawful  and  right.  But  Ibme  lords 
tell  us  ferioufly,  that  adminiftration  muft  reduce  the 
Americans  to  obedience  and  fubmifllon,  that  is,  you  muft 
make  them  abfolute  and  infamous  flaves,  znd  then — ^what? 
We  will,  fay  they,  give  them  full  liberty.  Ah  !  is  this 
the  nature  of  man  ?  No,  my  lords,  I  would  not  truft 
myfelf,  American  as  I  am,  in.  this  fituation.  I  do  not 
think  I  Ihould,  in  that  cafe,  be  myfelf  for  giving  of  ' 
them  liberty.  No,  if  they  fubmitted  to  fuch  unjuft, 
fuch  cruel,  fuch  degrading  flavery,  I  fhould  think  they 
were  made  for  flaves  j .  that  fervility  was  fuited  to  their' 
nature  and  genius.  I  fliould  think  they  would  beft  fervc 
this  country  as  their  flaves ;  that  their  fervility  would 
be  for  the  benefit  of  Great  Britain  j  and  I  fliould  be  for 
keeping  fuch  Cappadocians  in  a  ftate  of  fervitude,  fiich 
as  was  fuited  to  their  conftitution,  and  might  redound 
much  to  our  advantage.'* 

"  My  lords,  fome  noble  lords  talk  very  much  ©f  re- 
fiftance to  a<5ts  of  parliament.  King,  lords  and  com* 
mens  are  fine  founding  names.  But,  my  lords,  afts  of 
'f»arliament  have  been  refifted  in  all  ages.  King>  lords 
xind  commons  may  become  t}Tants  as  well  as  others. 

Tyranny 
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TyranJty  in  one  or  more  is  the  fame.  It  is  as  lawful  Q 
lefift  the  tyranny  of  many  as  of  one.  Somebody  OMt 
aiked  the  ^eat  Mr.  Seidf^i  in  what  law  bookj  in  wha( 
records  or  archives  of  the  ftate  you  fnight  find  the  la* 
for  refitting  tyranny,  '*  I  don*t  know,  (faid  Mr*  S6* 
den)  whether  it  is  worth  your  while  to  look  deepl)^  intt 
the  books  upon  this  matter;  but  Til  cell  you  what  u  md\ 
certain,  that  it  has  always  been  the  cuftoni  of  England— 
and  the  cuftom  of  England  is  the  law  of  the  land*" 

'^  There  is  a  gentleman,  whom  I  need  not  name,  hi* 
works  are  well  received  and^well  known^  who  avoids 
ftating  any  rule,  when  refiftance  is  lawful  5  and  he  lay* 
down  the  revolution  as  the  only  precedent.  He  fays^ 
that  the  various  circumftancesj  events  and  incidents, 
that  may  juftify  cannot  be  defined ;  but  the  people  at 
large  will  judge  of  their  welfare  and  happinefs,  and  aft 
accordingly-  T]ie  fame  writer  fays,  that  whenever  1 
cafe  exaftly  fimilar  in  all  its  parts  and  circumftances  t<^ 
the  revolution,  when  a  cafe  ftiall  fun  upon  allfoitrs  with 
that,  then  the  law  feems  to  be  fettled,  that  refiftance  i) 
lawful.  I  do  not  preiend  to  quote  his  words.  I  think 
his  meaning  is  very  much  as  I  have  ftated  it-  But  un- 
doubtedly in  cafes,  in  many  refpefts  diffimilar,  but  ifl 
equal  degree  tyrannical  and  oppreflive,  refiftance  may 
be  lawful,  and  the  people  in  all  ages,  countries  and 
climes  have  at  times  known  thefe  things ;  and  they  hai^ 
and  will  for  ever  a<5t  accordingly."  fl 

Lord  Shelburne  in  the  courfe  of  his  argument  faidj  "  M]f 
lords,  we  know,  we  all  know,  that  jultice  and  injuftiM 
right  and  wrong  are  not  at  all  confidered  in  the  courft 
of  our  parliamentary  proceeding!^.     We  all  know  that 
'   nothing  is  debated  in  parhamcnr  for  information  or  con- 
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vifbion,  but  for  mere  form.     Every  thing  is  confidered 

in  the  cabinet  and  brought  into  parliament^  not  for  con- 

fideration,  but  for  the  fandion  of  the  legiflature,  and 

the  fcreening  the  counfellors  of  the  king.     The  mca- 

fures  of  parliament  are  the  mcafurcs ;  of  the  minifter; 

and  the  meafures  of  this  minifter  are  very:  ofttn  .tho{fe.df 

his  commiflioner."     The  IVIarquis  of  Rockinghato  aid 

fupported  the  motion.  J 

Lords  Littleton,  Suffolk,  Gower,  Townfend,  -Rpch^ 

ford  and  Weymouth  fpoke  in  oppofition.  *  I  omit  relating 

what  their  lordfhips  faid,  left  I  ftiould  be  fuipefl^  by, 

any  who  may  fee  this  journal,  of  an  unfairreptftK  of:.thfi|r 

fpeeches.      But   a  very  remarkable  faying  of  .Lard 

G— —  I  cannot  omit.     His  lordfhip  faid,  /^  I  .am-for 

enforcing  thefe  meafures  (and  mih  great  Iheer  and  con- 

i   tempt)  let  the  Americans  fit  talking  about  their  natural 

^   and  divine  rights,  their  rights  as  men  and  citizens,  iheir 

f    rights  from  God  and  nature.".  :;.,.....         ,  . . 

I       The  houfe,  at  about  teh,  divided  after  the  preceding 

':  debates,  on  the  queftion  contents  L8,.non-contcrits  77^ 

.    including  proxies.         '.  ::..*.  :t      '-   .;'^.     i  ..<.;;,> 

Thus  far  from  Mr.  QuincyV papers..-        .    /.:  :•  tjrar 

The  language  of  the  lords  Iff  adminiftfation  wasrJuglbf 

and  decifive.^  And  it  was  declared,^  that  the  mkitfaec 

country  ihould  never  ^rdax  till  AjtmIc^l:  aunSeSk^iksii 

fupremacy,  and  it  was  acknowledged  to  be  the  mimflft^c 

rial  refolution,  to  enfotce  obedience  by  amta.  .*.' .    i  ■■    a 

The  principal  trading  and  manufa£h]dng.toiinifc  ii^ithe 

kingdom,  having  waited  to  regulaie  thtfirtConduft-  aftvtv 

American  affairs,  by  that  of  the  merchants  of  hqgaimt: 

and  Briftol,  followed  the  example  of  thefe  twa:| 
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or  Hate  to  be  reconciled  (t***^'  ni»ut»r 

tropps  ar&  withdrawn.     Tin 
tation  to  tbefe  people :  ihcy  are  a  '    ■ 
and  all  cordial  reconcilement.     I, 
move — That  m  humble  addnrfe  br  ; i 
jcftjTj  mofl:  humbly  to  advifc 
that^  in  order  to  open  the  ^^a\ 
tntnt  of  the  dangerous  iroubl: 
ping  to  alhy  ferments^  and  foiten  . 
above  all>  for  preventing,  in  the  n' 
and  fatal  cataftrophe  at  Bofton.  ' 
daily  irritadpn  of  an  army,  U 
their  towHj  it  may  gracioudy 
immediate  orders  may  be  di: 
for  removing  hi?  majelly's 
i^Boftonj  as  foon  as  the  rigor 
circumftances  indifpenlable  i'* 
dation  of  the  faid  troop.s  > 
ciable/' 

"  The  way,  my  lords^  i 
for  reconciJiation.     It  will 
not  who  adviltrd  the  preftnt  M^^jt^.. 
advifes  to  a  pcrfcverance  ami  cciB* 
this  I  will  fayj  that  whoever  ^dV^ 
i^^r  for  it,  at  his  utnnoll  peril/.f 
will  avow,  that  he  advifcd,  or  ' 
rhcfe  meafures;    every  one  fluirj 
But  fomebody  has  advif^*' 
and  if  his  majefly  con    - 
lors,  his  majefty  will  > 
may  wear  his  crown  j  b 
it  will  not  be  wordi  the  ^  - 
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▼iiSkion,  but  for  mere  form.  Every  thing  ib  confiderdl 
in  the  cabinet  and  brought  into  parlianient;>  not  for  con-* 
fideration,  but  for  the  fandion  of  the  legiflature,  and  -  * 
the  fcrecning  the  counfellors.bf  Ae  king,  .  The  naca^ 
fures  of  parliament. are.. the mca&U9k$fs£tk^  wk&Bxr% 
and  the  meafures  of  this  numfterarc  ver^  oAte  Miofedf 
his  commifiionen'^  The  li^arqfak  of?  RodmiMl^  ^ 
fupported  the  modon. ^*  \    '  4 

Lords  Littleton^  Suffolk,  Gower,  Townfe»4  vHpcjht 
ford  and  Weymouth  fpoke  in  oppofition.  I  omit  lelalil^ 
what  their  lordfhips  faid,  left  I  ihould  be  fuipe£b^  b]i 
any  who  may  fee  this  journal  of  an  unfaiQjr(94R,<)^i^hQJf 
fpeeches.  But  a  very  remarkatde  faying  «€  J^9fc^ 
G— —  I  cannot  omit/  His  lordfhip  faidi  ;*^  J^inv'/or 
enforcing  thefe  meafures  (and  mth  goCat  iSuser  3Xid^CQ&4  . 
tempt)  let  the  Americans  fit  talking  tkovk  thdcuatwal 
and  divine  rights,  their  rights  as  iDen  and  citizens,  their  ' 
rights  from  God  and  nattlpe«V:  r.^^j  rdi  L-jm^ij}    ;^,;  ^^ 

The  houfe,  at  about  tB&^  xTl vided  aifter  the  prtcfiding      ^^ 
debates,  on  the  queftion  cmtents  LS>.non-rConCcms  ytf^ 
including  proxies.        i  *     *5  i  ,i^T.tTi  ^-h  jTivj.  L^,*vA 

Thus  far  from  Mr.  Quincy'a*papcftJ*'.ii    v//o.f  unr 

The  language  of  the  lords  4tf-  adminiftiation  w»Im^ 
and  decifit^e.^  And  it  was  dd^liivedy^  that  jtfie  ;iri§dba 
country  fhould  never  vrelttx  till  'Amcrica^nfi^iffl^tiMa 
fupremacy,  and  it  was  acknowlodged  toixfdie  mt^aftH 
rial  refolution,  to  enforce  obedience  by  z&Hl  a  .;  i      a 

The  principal  trading  and  manufaflattnjgiiteBOii  injtkm 
kingdoitii  having  waited  to  regulate  tbiirtCoaduft'  aftvtv 
American  a:fFairs,  by  that  of  the  merchdiKlxif 
and  Briftol,  followed  th$  esanaplci  of  thefe  C9tti:i'| 
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commercial  bodies, .  and  prepared  petici6qLS..iqpQAidii| 
fubjedfc  to  be  prefented  to  parliament.  ..:;d  .    .*..:' 

}an.  xhe  petition  from  the  merchants  of  lAiibAgfBicmik^ 
courfe  the  firft  delivered,  and  it  was  -nK>T€dl^to>i^;||i^ 
lerrcdto  the  a>ii«iktee>/ appointed  m  tBiefe^apto^^^^ 
idi^ra^A  the  American  papers;  btit  >ifi  was. :nofibl:Jif 
way  of  amfndmcnt)  ontheoniniilenal  fule,  that  ttrftwU 
fete  referred  to  afeparatexommitteetameetxm'tipeiaq^ 
tke  day  fdccceding  that  appointed  for  the  cenfidoiation 
of  American  papers.  .  This  was  ojbj^&ed  to  as.aihan» 
&]1  ptiful  evaOon ;  but  upon,  the  qudlion's  bcii%  po^ 
the  amendment  was  carried,  197  againftfi^  who  inp- 
ported  the  original  motion.  .  >' : 

A  fimilar  fate  attended  the  petitions  fiiom.  Bi^ol, 
GlalgoW)  Norwich,  Liverpool,  MancheCber,  BiiJenti^ 
ham,  Wolverhampton,  Dudley^  and  fome  bdicr  plac^i 
all^/which,  inturo,  were  cobTigned  ,to  wha&!the.(9-. 
poTition  termed  the  commitfiefe  of  oblivion,.   ,  .c 

s6.  Oil  the  day  appointed  for  ihc  confideraticm  of  Amri)- 
caa  affairs,  a  fecond  and  vcrjr  ftrong  pewion  t9i^  :pn- 
fented  from  the  merchanti  of  Londoo/  Qn:5ipfaiduK 
Wis  moved,  that  die  onkr'for  referring  the>mer«diaiiis 
petiiioii  to  a  ieparate  coaainittee  {hould  be  ^jjlchpigrdj 
and  that  it  ibould  be  referred  to  a  comavttee.«Ci]^w^  iir^ 
hoofe,  q^pointed  to  coofider  the  Ainericaii  aflSwr|.,.a^ 
indignity  andmockery  ofiered  to  io  grett;a  bo^«M||^ 
merchant!  of  London  by  the  late  refc^ution^..  WjSiid^i# 
an  infidious  aiSefibation  of  civility,  received  the  pfldtai 
with  one  hand,  and  threw  it  out  of  the  mvodtj^^KJif^ 
.  other,  was  painted  in  ilrong  colours.  Afli  theiUhm 
ofktf^e  fubjed  of.  the  petitions^  wccc  ittcip^^dr Jii<># 
ttittfual  degree. of .  afperity,  and  .even;  ^ai^yssBl|.mJ|^ 

fide 
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fide  of  oppofition.     The  conduft  alio  of  the  late  ptr- 
liament  was  fcrutinized  without  mercy,  and  its  memoqT' 
treated  with  more  than  want  of  refpcdt.    A  gentlcmati» 
remarkable  for  a  farcailic  po^anqr  in  his  obfervatioiis^ 
in  fketching  a  fhort  hiftory  of  that  parliamentj  iaid»  thtt 
they  began  their  political  life  tvith  a  violfttian  of  die  ia». 
cred  right  of  ekdion  in  the  cafe  of  Middkiex ;   tbtf 
they  had  died  in  the  a£t  of  popeiy,  'when  they  eftabliihoA 
the  Roman  catholic  religion  in  Canada ;  and  that  thejf 
had  left  a  rebellion  in  America,  as  a  legacy.     The  quef^ 
tion  was  rejeded  upon  a  divifian  by  a  very  greatips^ 
rity.  -       i...    .  .    ...7 . 

Though  it  was  then  late,  a  petition  was  offered  fioiti 
Mr,  BoUan,  Dr.  Franklin,  and  Mr.  Lee^  ftaiang-  that, 
they  were  authorized  by  the  American  continental  coo-. 
grefs,  to  prefent  a  petition  from  the  congrefe  to  the 
king,  which  petition  Ills'  majefly  had  referred  td-that 
houfe,  and  that  they  were  enabled  to  throw  great-Jigl^ 
upon  the  fubjedt :  they  prayed  to  be  heard  at  the  -bar, 
in  fupport  of  the  (aid  petition.  A  vicdent  debate  eafued. 
The  miniftry  alleged,  that  the  congrefe  was  -na  Jegftl 
body,  and  none  could  be  heard-  in  reference  to  ks  pn* 
ceedings,  without  giving  that  iUegal  body  fome  degf(ie 
of  countenance.  It  was  aniwered,  that  the^  coiigre^ 
however  illegal  as  to  other  purpofes,  was  fui]i(ie0tly  ter- 
gal for  prefentiqg.a  petition.  It  was  figned  by  thcMmet 
of  all  the  perfons  who  compofed  it,  and  might  be  re- 
'Ceived  as  from  individuals.  It  was  faid,  That  i«  was' 
•  their  bufincfs  rather  to  find  every  ^laulible  reafori  for  w* 
►  ceiving  petitions,  than  to  invent  pretences  for  rgoSlin^ 
them :  that  the  rejedtion  of  petitions  was  one  principal^ 
if  not  the  moft  powerful  cailfe  of  the  prefent  troubles: 

G  g  2  and 
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zni  that  thfe  mfKic  of  conftanrly  rejcfting  their  petidc 
akd  refufing^to  hear  thrir  agents,  would  infalliUy  end 
iB  univtrfKl  rcbeliionj  and  norunnaturally,  as  thofe  {ttm 
to  gtrc  up  the  Hghb  of  government^  who  rcfufe  to  hear 
tfift  complaints  of  tTrc  fubjeft.  The  mintflry  infultcd 
rift^pttitioti  "SLS  cdtit^ming  fiothirtg  but  pretended  griev- 
Acts,  whihett^tyrefiifed  to"  he^r  and  difcufs  it-  It  was 
rt^ftied  b^  ^TB'b  68,  This^rejeftibn  muft:  have  been 
f'dT'eften  b>*  t\\  rhfl' knew,  that  dn  the  fourth  of  rhc 
nnanth^  Lord  DarthiDuth,  by  the  king's  orders^  had 
ifrittefi^a'drctilar  letter  tG  tTie^  governors  of  his  majcf^ 
ty's  colonies,  requiring  them  to  ufe  their  utmoft  cndea- 
T^tjnrs  to  prevent  tht  holding  of  any  more  congrcffcs; 
^nd  that'  thfe  Americitn  grievances  were,  in  that  letter; 
fehtied  pretended. '  "T^iis  letter  was  written  a  few  days 
ifrtr  the  petition  had  met  with  an  apparent  g;raciomreJ 
c^eprlon,  and  had  been  proinifed  a  due  confideration  j^ 
biit  probably  not  before  favorable  advices  had  been  rC^ 
<?€ivfed  refpefting  the  New  York  afTcmbly.  ^ 

^*  It  Was  cvid^ntj  that  both  houfes  of  parliament  were 
rtadytn^idopt  any  rtieafures  which  adminiftration  /hodcl 
propofei  and  it  wa"^  confidently  believed  and  afierted, 
ft^t  when  the  merchants  and  nianufafturers  were  de- 
prived of  all  hopes  of  preventing  the  operation  of  forcf, 
Jt 'would  then  bec6nfte  their  intereft  to  give  aB  poffible 
cft*^^  to  it.  They  Would  thus  become  by  degrees,^ 
principal  fupport  of  that  catifcj  v/hich  they  now  fo 
gerly  oppofed. 

The  opinion  of  the  efficacy  of  a  forcible  mode  of  pr 
deeding  in  America^  and  the  hope5  of  compelling  a  j 
tody  at  home  to  cbnaitrence^  hiivt  made  the  miYit 
inore  and  mori'rcfolTed  to  go  through^  and  connpl^ 
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the  plan  with  which  they  have  begun.  It  may  howeyiQC 
be  much  doubted,  whether  they  fufpeit  tha^  the  Ao^- 
rican  conteft  will  end  in  blood.  .  Sonae  pf  thcjaa.in  4U 
probability  have  fuch  a  firm  reliance,  upon  Mn  Hucch-r 
infon's  judgment,  as  to  flatter  themfelv^s  that  the  coi«» 
nifts  will  give  way  to  thofe  appearances  of  cocr<#U>xv  *hich 
they  have  adopted  and  mean  further  to  adopts  and.ii| 
have  engaged  in  the  prefcnt  hazardous  poUijii^ .  in  hopes 
of  enjoying  a  bloodlefs  conqij^O:,  and  th^^  a  comply 
triumph  over  all  oppoficion,  -1  ;••* 

Lord  Chatham  perfevered  ixi  the  profecutioti  oC  hif  ^^^' 
conciliatory  fchemc  with  America,  and  according^j 
brought  into  the  houfe  of  lords  the  outlines  of  a  \>i]l^ 
which  he  hoped  would  anfwer  that  ialutary  piaipofe,  uih 
der  the  title  of  ^^  A  provifional  aft  for  fettling  the  trou* 
bles  in  America,  and  for  ai&rting  the  fupreme  l^iflft) 
tive  authority,  and  fuperimending  poftw.^  Great  Bii-i 
tain  over  the  colonies."  ;  -x 

This  bill  caufed  a  vaiiety  of  difciiffioQ  withiQ :  flM 
witliout  doors.  The  miniftry  obferved*  tilvit  it  was  h 
propofition  of  reconciliation  by  conce^iotii  which  wml 
caufe  fufiicient  to  induce  them  to  rejcft  it ;  their  pbift 
being,  at  prcfent,  to  fliow  a  firm  refolutioft  jaot  to  give 
way  in  any  inftance,  whdlc  the  oppofition  in  Acncri<^ 
continued.  It  was  luuifual  in  pirliaqoeot  tQ  rejffk,  m 
the  firft  propofition,  any  bill  for  an  objcft  ^llowe^ 
to  be  neceffary ;  and  pronnifing,  however  &i»tljr  or  ruddi)^ 
any  plan  for  obtaining  the  end  prqwjfed.  But  ihc  p«H 
ceeding  on  this  occafion  was  different.  They  copdemiir 
ed  without  refcrve  the  bill  in  the  whok^-  and  in  all  ^% 
parts ;  and  it  was  moved,  and  ftrongly  fuj^orced  by  ^ 
the  lord5  on  the  fide  of  adnniiniftra:ion,.$hat  tl^ijlll^ts 
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rqieaed  in  the  firft  infttnce.    The  noble  fraiher  defend* 
ed  himfelf  tnd  his  bill  from  the  numennis  utacks  lAadt 
were  imde  on  both,  with  great  fpirit  and  Tigor.:  iXhe 
indignity  offered  him,  feemed  to  renew  all  dieifiit  0I 
^tnith;  tnd  he  retorted  the  fiurcaihfis,  which  wcne. levels 
led  tliSffi  from  different  quarters,  with  a  moft  pcnnficd 
leverityi    The  nature  of  the  fubje&s  debatedj.  and  the 
ftate  of  tkmper  on  both  fides,  produced  much  warmd^ 
fevere-altereatkni,  and  even   perfonal  aninuKhmfiott^ 
The  bill  was  rgeftcd  by  a  majority  of  61  to  32^  not 
bring  alfafwcd  to  lie  upon  the  table.    The  igediiQa  of 
k  may  be  of  no  difiervice  to  the  coloniftsi    It  contained 
in  it,  a  propofal  to  require  of  cohgrefs  the  making  of  a 
free  grant  to  the  king,  of  a  certain  perpetual,  revenue^ 
fubjeA  to  the  difpofidon  of  the  Britiih  paiiiamenti,  and 
eongreis  wai  to  adjuil  the  proportions  of  die  icveral 
charges  to  be  borne  by  each  province,  toward:  th^gen&> 
ral  contributory  fupply.     Had  it  paiTed  into  an  a^  the 
colomfta  m^t  not  have  united  in  the  .propoial»  but 
dangerous  divifions  have  followed,  io  that  you  Qugr 
have  no  occafion  to  regret  its  fate,  eipecially  as  that  wift 
ftrengthen  your  union,  and  increafe  your  firiencb.. 

A  pedtion  was  prefented  to  the  common^  £x>m  die 
planters  of  the  fugar  colonies  refiding  in  Grea(  Britaii^ 
and  the  merchants  of  London  trading  to  thole  eolooki^ 
^tting  forth  the  diftreis  to  which  the  Weft;  India  iflandi 
will  be  reduced,  unlefs  the  former  harmony  between  dit9 
kingdom  and  the  American  colonies  is  i;pftQred^  Like 
all  the  former  upon  the  fubjc£):,  it  was  referred  to  the 
cftabliflied  pedtion  committee.  The  day  it  mu.  ftt% 
iented,  the  minifter  opened  his  defigns  in  re^cfitm 
Amcricat    Having  prepared  the  way  l:iy.a.|>c»i  to 
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moved  for  an  addrefs  to  the  king,  and  for  a  conference 
with  the  lords,  that  it  might  be  the  joint  addrefe  of  both 
houfes.  The  addrefs  returns  thanks  for  the  communis 
cation  of  the  American  papers  -,  and  declares,  diat  t;he)' 
find  from  them,  that  a  rebellion  adtually  exifts. within  the. 
province  of  the  MafTachufetts-bay ;  that  the  parties  con- 
cerned in  it  have  been  countenanced  and  endouraged  by. 
unlawful  combinations  and  engagements  entered  into, 
in  feveral  of  the  other  colonies ;,  that  they  ■  never  can. 
relinquilh  any  part  of  the  fovereign  authority  over  all 
the  dominions,  which  by  law  is  vefted  in  his  majefty 
and  the  two  houfes  of  parliament ;  that  they  ever  have 
been,  and  always  Ihall  be,  ready  to  pay  attention  an4 
regard  to  any  real  grievances  of  any  of  his  majefty's  fub-. 
jefts,  which  fliall  in  a  dutiful  and  conftitutional  manner 
be  laid  before  them ;  but  at  the  fame  time  they  befecch 
his  majefty  to  take  the  moft  effeftual  meafures  to  en- 
force due  obedience  to  the  authority  of  die  fupreme  le-r 
giQature  j  and  in  the  moft  folemn  mannei*  affure  hinb 
that  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives  and  properties,  tlicy  will 
ftand  by  him  againft  all  rebellious  attempts,  in  the  mainri 
tenance  of  the  juft  rights  of  his  majefty  and  the  twft. 
houfes  of  parliament.  A 

Lord  North  then  gave  a  flcetch  of  the  meajurcsi.lc. 
intended  to  purfue,  which  were  to  fend  a  grearer. force 
to  America,  and  to  bring  in  a  temporary  aft  to  put  ft. 
ftop  to  all  the  foreign  trade  of  the  different  CQ^onies.Qf 
New  England,  particularly  their  fifliery  on  the  bank^ 
of  Newfoundland,  till  they  returned  to  their  duty,  .•    -.  „ 

The  addrefs  was  fo  loaded  with  confequences,'*t^(B:. 
extent  of  which  could  not  be  defined,  that  it  called ;Vip, 
all  the  powers  of  oppofition  5  and  even  foiiae  fe.w  of-;,^)^ 
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moft  moderate  in  the  houfe  feemed  to  feel   a  kind  of 
'     horror,  at  entering  upon  a  meafure  fo  dangerous  in  the 

tendency,  and  inexplicable  in  the  event, 
'  A  gentleman^  of  the  firft  eminence  in  the  law,  ftC 
lowed  the  minifter  through  the  whole  detail  of  his 
fpeech,  and  anfwered  the  difiTcrent  pofitions-  He  in- 
fifted,  that  having  examined  with  legal  precifion  the  de- 
finitions of  treafon,  the  Americans  were  not  in  rebellion, 
and  faid,  *'  Whatever  the  diforders  may  be>  they  are 
created  by  the  conduft  of  thofe,  whofe  views  are  to 
eftablifli  defporifm,  and  which  are  manifeftly  direfted  to 
reduce  America  to  the  moft  abjedl  ftate  of  fervility,  as 
a  prelude  to  the  realizing  the  fame  wicked  fyftem  in  the 
mother  country/'  He  concluded  by  maintaining,  that 
3n  oppofitlon  to  arbitrary  meafurcs  is  warranted  by  rhe 
conftkution,  and  eftablifhed  by  precedent. 

The  other  gentlemen  of  the  minority  entered  but  Iti 
into  the  juridical  part  of  the  debate  i  but  maintained, 
that  h  would  be  imprudent  for  parliament  at  this  time 
to  declare  the  difturbances  rebellious*  They  fajd,  «  It 
is  well  known  no  aft  of  violence  has  been  committed  In 
the  Maffachufetts-bay,  which  has  not  been  equalled  by 
fomething  fimilar  in  every  other  province,  and  fomc-* 
times  even  exceeded  by  afts  of  a  more  heinous  nature  || 
that  therefore  the  only  efFeft  of  this  violent^  but  partial 
declaration  of  rebellion,  will  be  to  delude  ourfelves  ini 
preparations  of  hoftihty,  as  ifagainft  one  province  onl 
Y^hen  in  truth  we  have  to  contend  with  twelve/' 

<)n  the  other  fide,  the  crown  lawyers  and  minifterial 
^ebat^rs  ma'ntained,  that  fuch  Americans  as  come  within 
certain  riefcriptions,  and  have  been  guilty  of  certain  a^bd 
un^  ftill  perfevere  in  the  fupport  and  commifHon  of  fucn 


1 


AM-ERICAN      R^VOLUTIOW.  457 

zdis,  are  in  a  date  of-afhial  rebellion ;  that  the  pimiihw 
ment  of  a  few  of  the  worft  fort  of  traitors,  fuch  as 
Hancock  and  his  crew,  may  be  fufficient  to  teach  the 
reft  their  duty  in  future;  and  that  the  boafted  union  of 
the  colonies  will  diflblve  the  moment  parliament  {hows 
itfelf  refolved  on  vigorous  and  fcvere  meafurcs.  Some 
gentlemen  of  rank  in  the  army,  treated  all  idea  of  re- 
fiftance  by  the  Americans  with  the  utmoft  contempt. 
They  faid,  "  They  are  neither  Ibldiers,  nor  ever  can 
be  made  fo,  being  naturally  of  apufillanimous  difpofition^ 
and  utterly  incapable  of  any  fort  of  order  or  difciplinc; 
and  by  their  lazinefs,  uncleanlinefs,  and  radical  defedfc  of 
conftitution,  they  are  difabled  from  going  throu^  the 
fervice  of  a  campaign,  but  will  melt  away  with  fick- 
nefs,  before  they  can  face  an  enemy  5  fo  that  a  flight 
force  will  be  more  than  fufficient  for  their  complete  re- 
dudion.'*  Many  ludicrous  ftories  to  that  purport  were 
told,  greatly  to  the  entertainment  of  the  houfe.  A  mo- 
tion however  was  made  for  an  amendment,  which  upon 
a  divifion  was  rejedbed  by  a  large  majority,  304  againft 
103.  The  queftion  being  then  put  for  the  addrefs,  was 
carried  by  nearly  the  fame  majority^ 

But  the  minority  had  not  done  with  the  biifinefi. 
Upon  receiving  the  report  from  the  committee  a  ftw  FA, 
days  after,  a  noble  lord  made  a  motion  to  recommit  the  ^* 
addrefs  5  and  fupported  it  with  many  arguments.  He 
ftated  our  domeftic  fituation,  and  inferred  the  impro- 
priety and  danger  of  a  declaration  from  that  houfe  of 
the  exiftence  of  a  rebellion  in  any  part  of  our  dominions; 
and  fhowed  the  defpetate  meafures  into  which  it  might 
precipitate  the  Americans,  and  the  advantage  that  might 
\>c  taken  of  fvch  an  occafion  by  our  powerful  and  watch- 
ful 
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ful  neighbours,  whofe  ancient  enmity  and  jealouty  wTTft 
anuch  increalcd  by  the  glory  we  had  acquired^  and  the 
difgrace  and  lofs  they  had  fufiered  in  the  laft  war.  He 
laid,  "  My  head  and  my  heart  join  in  deprecating  the 
horrors  of  a  civil  war,  which  will  be  rendered  ftiU  more 
dreadful^  by  its  involving  in  it  certain  confequenccs,  a 
foreign  one  with  the  con:ibined  forces  of  great  and  pow-- 
erful  nations*"  ^ 

*.  This  motion  introduced  the  longeft  and  moft  mtercff- 
'  ing  debate  that  had  taken  place  in  the  new  parliament. 
It  was  acknowledged  on  all  handsj  that  the  prefent  crifis 
was  the  moft  perilous  and  intricate,  in  which  the  nation 
had  been  involved  fince  the  revolution.     It  was   con- 
tended by  thofe  who  oppofed  the  motion,  that  the  Ame- 
ricans were  not  to  be  won  by  kindnels  or  retained  by 
benefits ;  and  that  tlie  tendernefs,  which  had  been  con-^ 
ftantly  praftifed  by  government,  had  produced  the  pre 
ient  fatal  confequences.     The  danger  from  foreign  powJ 
crs  fupporting  the  Americans,  was  faid  to  be  imagini 
and  it  was  ftill  contended  by  leveral^  that  an  appear-' 
ance  of  vigorous  meafures,  with  fomc  reinforcement  of 
the  troops  at  Bofton,  would  prove  fufficient  to  quell 
difturbanccs  in  America,  without  the  drawing  of  blc 
I  *  On  the  other  fide>  the  addrefs  was  ftigmatized 
cruel,  fanguinary,  and  unjuft.     It  was  urged,  "  The 
Americans  have  given  the  ftrongeft  and  moft  unequi^ 
vocal  demonftrations  of  their  filial  piety   toward  th 
mother  country.     They  have  fought  and  bled  bv  ou 
fide.     In  the  prefent  ftate  of  diftraftion^  they  require  m 
more  for  the  reftoj  ation  of  harmony,  than  to  be  place 
in  the  fame  fituation  they  were  in  at  the  clofe  of  tlic  hi 
war.    They  have  been  nurfcd  up,  for  a  long  feries  i 
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y^ars,  in  ideas  of  certain  rights,  of  which,  the  ele£Hng 
of  their  own  reprefentatives,  and  the.difpofal  of  their 
own  money  for  the  public  fervice  only  through  them,  arc 
among  the  principal.  If  this  is  an  error,  the  crown  and 
parliament  are  equally  faulty  with  the  Americans,  hav* 
ing  in  their  whole  conduft  conftantly  nourilhcd  the  dc- 
lufion.  At  the  time  of  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp-aft, 
two  of  the  firft  names  of  this  kingdom,  for  ability  as 
well  as  legal  knowledge,  befide  many  others,  utterly  dc«r 
nied  the  right  of  taxation.  Is  it  then  to  be  wondered 
at,  that  the  Americans,  with  fuch  authorities  on  their 
fide,  are  tenacious  of  a  right  fo  invaluable  in  its  nature, 
which  has  at  all  times  been  confidered  as  die  dHlindion 
between  freemen  and  flaves,  which  has  been  confirmed 
by  fo  long  a  prefcription,  and  upon  which,  to  this,  in- 
ftant,  the  wifeft  and  honefteft  men,  even  in  the  mothei^ 
country,  are  divided  in  opirfion  ?  Philip  the  Second, 
and  his  feventeen  provinces,  are  the  counterpart  of  what 
we  are  afting.  In  comparing  the  probability  of  events, 
can  any  man  fay.  Great  Britain  has  fuch  a  prolpeft  of 
vi6tory  in  the  event  as  Spain  might  then  have  expcfbed  i 
If  we  imagine,  that  the  powers  of  Europe  will  fit  ftill 
during  this  conteft,  we  mud  fuppofe  a  fyftem  of  poficjr 
now  to  prevail,  or  rather  an  extenfion  of  folly,  9U  Qvcr 
Europe,  which  never  before  was  known  in,  any  period^ 
of  its  exiftence.' ' 

Much  ill  temper  appeared  in  every  part  of  the  houfe 
in  the  courfe  of  thefe  debates.  The  miniftry  were. 
charged  with  afting  uniformly  and  fyftemadcally  upon 
tory  and  arbitrary  principles,  which  had  thrown  the 
whole  empire  into  a  ftate  of  confufion  and  diftra£tion« 
^^  In  a  word,''  if  w^s  faid^  "  the  ihort  and  fimple  qtief- 
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poh  before  the  houfe>  is,  whether  we  flnU  kfi  dhecCi|# 
nies,  or  pve  up  our  miniflxy/'  /.riJ  It 

r  The  miniftry,  on  the  other  hand/  talked  fnudhutttaaat 
&&iQn  at  home,  and  republican  priacq>les9  andb^lte 
Americans  being  ^irited  up  to  their  rebrftiorfAyrMwiMi 
diary  writers  and  fpeakers  in  England..  AftarmilBlnwi 
iprfaich  continued  tiU  half  an  hour  after  two  iMbe  iBAMii 
ing^  the  motion  fcft  the  recomnrnment'c^'tiie;  aMMft 
was  rgefted  by  nearly  the  fbnner  lifu^onCf^  ijri'^'  zz  r^.r 
When  it  was  nrioved  in  the  houfe  ^f •  k>td%  -  ttl^^ 
the  blank,  left  open  in  theaddre£b  bytfae^dTciiiifli^ 
die  words,  '^  The  brds  fpiritual  and  m»f9nl,:4te€^M 
render  the  inftrument  the  joint  aft.  crfl  boiii  ^Moisir  t 
debate  enfued.  The  queilions  (^  treaTMy'itbcllinikf'iMl 
omftruftive  treaibns,  were  deeply  enoeicd  intj^kfitwi 
great  law  lords,  who  differed  totally  iathfiirlagid^tfti 
political  fentiments,  and  caaried  cm  a  long  aigmant 
between  them/ with  great  w^tndi  and  abiliajFi  'Wtvhidl 
a  large. ftock  of  pro&flional  and  gonferal 
diiplayed  on  each  fide.  It  is  to  ^be  kin^tedk^ 
an  die  boafted  excellency  of  oiif  coi^tiitMii^' a  4jticiiMl 
of  fo  Taft  ms^itttde  as  to  include  in  ita  €yifcc|uMica% 
the  Ikes,  fortunes,  and  honors  of  all  die  iftitjo€b1feii<ldl 
pmpire,  ftiU  remafais  involved  in  fucb  oblbaitjt, 
only  to  admit  of  a  difference  <^  opinion,,  bat 
the  great  oracles  of  the  law  are  bewikferfid  i^to^lKlflr 
nefs.  This  extraordinary  debate  was  atttnded-  wWl  fibe 
^ngul^  circumflances^  hord  Mansfieki^-^IO  Aft^lMtt 
furpfiie  of  moft  of  his  auditors,  condemned  i 
piicit  and  unreferved  terms,  the  meHlitte  <rf 
the  duties  in  1767,  which  he  dechred'to 
ftbfcjrd  and  pernicious  that  coukl  be  iriyilwb  IpiJilW 
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caure  of  all  the  prefent  impending  evils.  The  duke  ol^ 
Grafton,  Lord  Shelbume,  and  Lord  Camden,  -wha 
were  at  that  time  cabinet  cxwinfeUors,  and  held  the  fkft 
offices  in  the  ftate,  declared  feparately  in  their  places, 
that  they  had  no  Ihare  in  that  meafure,  nor  had  ever 
^ven  it  any  approbation.  The  manner  in  which  a  mea- 
fure  of  miniftry  was  carried  againft  the  opinion  of  mi-^ 
nifters  was  not  explained.  A  difclofure  relative  to  a 
matter,  which  had  already  convulfed  the  whole  empire, 
and  was  ftill  more  to  be  dreaded  in  its  future  cbfife^ 
quences,  excited  general  amazement,  mixt  with  indig- 
nation and  regret  in  individuals.  The  fatal  and  over- 
ruling fecret  influence,  which  had  fo  long  guided  and 
marred  all  public  affairs,  was  deplored  and  animad-* 
verted  upon  in  different  parts  of  the  houfe. 

When  the  queftion  came  to  be  put,  whether  to  agree? 
with  the  commons  in  the  addrefs,'  by  inferring  the 
words  neceffary  tn  fiH  up  the  blank,  it  was  carried^  by  a 
prodigious  majority.  Bnt  the  lords  Richmond,  Craven,- 
Archer,  Abergavenny,  -Rockingham,  Wycombe,  Cour- 
fenay,  Torrington,  Ponfonby,  Gholmondeleyj  Abingdon,  ■ ' 
Portland,  Camden,  Effingham,  Stanhope,  Scarborot%h; 
Fitzwilliam,  and  TankcrviHe,  fHX>tcfted  againflf  ■  **  anr 
addrefs  amounting  to  a  dedaration  of  war^  which  i* 
founded  on  no  proper  parKanncntary  information,  trfricK 
follows  the  rcjefKon  of  every  mode  of  conciliation,' 
which  holds  out  no  fubftanrial  ofitr  of  redrefs  of 
grievances,  and  which  promifes  fupport  to  thofe  nri- 
nifters,  who  have  inflamed  Anrcrica,  and  grolsly  imf- 
conduftcd  the  affairs  of  Great  Britain." 
■  The  addrefs  was  deUvqred,  and  an  aniwer  given;  Feb* 
Wherein  his  majefty  aflured  both  hotrfes,  that  dicy  tnigtif  ^' 

depend 


^t  '     THK     HISTCRV     OF     TlSE  ^ 

depend  upon  his  taking  tlie  moft  fpeedy  and  cfFeftual 
meafures  for  enforcing  due  obedience  to  the  laws^  and 
the  authority  of  the  fupreme  legifiatuce.  M 

On  that  or  the  preceding  day>  die  petition  and  menK? 
rial  from  tht  affembly  of  Jdmaica  to  his  majefly,  was 
laid  before  the  commons.  It  was  drawn  up  in  very 
ftrong  terms.  The  petitioners  entered  into  a  fuU,  free, 
and  argumentative  difcuffion  of  the  late  claims  of  the 
mother  country,  and  of  the  rights  of  die  colonies :  the 
former  of  which  they  combated,  and  the  latter  defended 
with  great  force.  They  equally  deplored  and  beheld 
with  amazementi  a  plan  almoft  carried  into  execudoa 
for  reducing  the  colonies  into  the  moft  abjedt  ftate  of 
flavery ;  and  they  fupplicated  the  throne,  and  dejTianded 
and  claimed  from  the  fovereign,  as  the  guarantee  of 
their  juft  rights,  that  no  biws  fl^iould  be  forced  upon 
them,  mjurious  to  their  rights  as  colonifts  or  Englifh- 
men;  and  that,  as  the  common  parent  of  his  people^ 
his  majefty  would  become  a  mediator  between  hii 
European  and  American  fubjefti. 
10.  The  next  day  the  minifter  moved  for  leave  to  brii 
in  a  bill  to  reftrain  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  Ne^ 
England  provinces,  to  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the 
Britiih  Weft  India  iflands,  and  to  prohibit  tiiem  from 
carrying  on  any  filhery  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundlanik 
and  other  places  therein  to  be  mentioned,  under  cerultt 
conditions,  and  for  a  limited  time.  In  anfwer  to  the 
objections  made  to  it  while  the  fubjeft  of  debate,  the 
charges  of  injuftice  and  cruelty  were  denied,  2Dd 
contrary  maintained  ;  it  was  declared  to  be  neceHaiy^ 
and  it  was  obferved,  that  though  the-  innocent  vrerc 
.  volved  with  tlie  guilt)  >  and  friends  m  ith  foes,  the 
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ccflity  might  be  lamented,  but  could  not  be  helpecL 
The  motion  for  a  bill  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  three 
to  one. 

In  the  progrefs  of  the  bill,  the  London  merchants 
and  traders,  interefted  in  the  American  commerce,  pe^ 
titioned  againft  it,  and  were  allowed  to  be  heard.    In 
confequence  of  this  a  long  train  of  witneffes  were  exa- 
mined, and  it  appeared.  That  in  1764,  the  four  New 
England^colonies  employed  in  their  feveral  fiflieries,  no 
lefs  than^  45,880  ton  of  Ihij^ing,  and  6002  men,  and 
that  the  produce  of  their  fijQieries  in  the  foreign  markets 
for  that  year,  amounted  to  322,220!.  16  s.  fterling:— 
That  the  filheries  were  greatly  increafedj  that  all  the 
inatcrials  ufed  in  them,  except  lalt,.  and  the  timber  of 
which  their  veffels  were  built,   were  taken  from  this 
country,  and  that  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  filh  were  re- 
mitted here ;  and  that  there  was  near  a  million  of  money 
owing  from  New  England  to  the  city  of  London  only. 
They  ftated  to  the  houfe,  that  the  calamities  confequent 
upon  the  bill  muft  fall  in  a  particular  degree  upon  the 
innocent.     The  cafe  of  the  .inhabitants  of  Nantudcet 
would  be  particularly  hard.  .  They  amounted  to  Ibme 
thoufands,  nine-tenths  of  them  Quakers,  inhalxiting  a 
barren  lapd :  but  by  an  aftonilhing  induftry  tfiey  kept 
140  veffels  in  conftant  employ,  eight  in  the  importatiafi 
of  provifions  for  the  ifland,  and  the  reft  in  the  whale; 
iifhery.  .        •      ..". 

While  the  bill  was  pending,  Lord  North  amazed  all 
parties,  and  feemed  for  a  tinae  nearly  to  diil^ye  hi^  20. 
own,  by  2i  conciliatory  motion  in  regard  to  America..  -It 
propofedj  "  That  when  the ,  governor,  council,  and  air 
jinnbly,  or  general  court  of  his  iDajefty's  prpvinces^dr 

colonies. 
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oolonies,  fliall  propofe  to  inake  provifionj  according  to 
their  refp^<5live  conditions,  cirowmftanceSi  and  fituations, 
for  contributing  their  proportion  to  the  common  defence 
(fuch  proportion  to  be  railed  under  the  authorities  of 
the  general  court,  or  general  aflcrnbly,  of  fuch  province 
Of  colony,  and  diipofable  by  parliament)  and  fhall  en- 
gage to  nnake  provifion  alfoj  for  the  fupport  of  the  civil 
governnnentj  and  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  in  fuch 
province  or  colony,  it  will  be  proper,  if  fuch  propofal 
fhould  be  approved  by  his  majefly  in  parlianncnr,  and 
for  fo  long  as  fuch  provifion  fhall  be  made  accordingly^ 
to  forbear,  in  rcfpeft  of  fuch  province  or  colonyj  do  levy 
any  duties,  taxj  or  affeflTmcnti  or  to  impofe  any  further 
duty,  tax>  or  affeiTment,  except  only  fuch  duties  as  it 
nnay  be  expedient  to  impofe  for  the  regulation  of  the 
commerce,  the   nett  produce  of  the  duties   laft  men--, 
tioned  to  be  carried  to  the  account  of  fuch  provincqfli 
colony,   or  plantation,    rcfpedively/*     The   numerous 
high  prerogative  party,  who  l\ad  ever  oppofcd  any 
laxation  in  favor  of  the  colonies,  heard  the  propofiti* 
with  horror,  and  confidered  themfelves  as  abandoned  or 
betrayed-     They  pronounced  it  a  ihameful  prevarica- 
tion, and  a  mean  departure  from  principle ;  and  finally; 
concluded  with  declaring,   that  they  would  make  n4« 
conceflTions  to  rebels  with  arms  in  their  hands;  and  diat, 
they  would  enter  into  no  meafure  for  a  fettlement  with 
the  Americans,  in  which  an  exprefs  and  definitive  ac^ 
Itnowledgment  from  them  of  the  fupremacy  of  parlia- 
ment was  not  a  preliminary  article,     A  gentieman  of 
the  long  robe>  and  who  has  lately  diftinguifhed  himfelf 
for  his  2eal  in  promodng  all  the  meafures  for  reducing 
the  colonies  (Mr,  W-*— )  had  the  addjtfe^in  a  few 

minutes 
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minutes  to  hufh  the  commpticm,  by.  convincing  the  nwd- 
contcnts,  that  the  appearance  of  conceffion,  lenity,  and 
tendernefs,  which  had  fo  much  alarmed  them,  were  oC 
fuch  a  nature,  that  they  could  not  interfere  with  the  nK>fl 
rigid  meafures  which  they  wifhed  to  enforce.  The  gen- 
tlemen in  oppofition  faid,  "  The  motion  is  infidiousj^ 
bafe  and  treacherous,  in  the  higheft  degree."  The  nu- 
nifter  acknowledged  it  to  be  a  cheat,  and  defigned  fen: 
the  purpofe  of  dif-uniting  the  Americans  i  but  it  will 
tend  only  to  confolidate  that  commopi,  mafs  of  union 
into  which  they  have  been  thrown  by  the  Bofton  port 
aft.  The  queftion  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  thrpg 
to  one. 

A  petition  from  the  merchants,  traders,  and  principal  Feb* 
inhabitants  of  Poole,  in  Dorfetflure,  was  prefented,  in'*'* 
avowed  oppofition  to  that  from  London,  and  in  fuppor( 
of  the  principles  of  the  fifhery-bill.     This  petition  fet     ^ 
forth,  that  the  reftraints  upon  the  colonies  would  not  by 
any  means  be  injurious  to  commerces  and  that  the  forejgci 

r  markets  might  be  amply '  fupplicd,   by  extending  .mp 
Newfoundland  fifhery  from  pngland*    They  coi^luded 
by  foliciting,  no  le(s  for  their  own  immediate  advaiita^  ' 
than  for  the  univerfal  benefit  of  their  coiuioy,  luyi  ca:^ 
couragement  as  parliament  fhould  think  proper.      '  ;   ' 
A  petition  was  alfo  delivered  from  the  Quakers  iii  ' 
behalf  of  their  brethren  and  others,  the  inhabitant^  df    , 
Nantucket,   in  which  they  ftated  their  bnoccncc.iuKj.. 
induftry,  the  utility  of  their  labors  to  themfelveis  aind  the . 
community,  the  hazards  attending  their  occupation,  ana  . 
the  uncertainty  of  their  gains ;  and  ihowed,  that  if  the 
bill  paffed  into  a  law,  they  muft  flxordy  be  expQfcd  to  all  ^ 

^    the  miferies  of  a  famine. 

\        Vol.  I.  Hh  ■  la 
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In  every  ftage  of  the  bill,  the  debate  rekindled ;  and, 
in  the  courfe  of  it^  the  minority  obfcrvcd,  "  When  it 
was  thought  wifdom  to  overthrow  eft&bliftied  privileges, 
and  to  combat  national  prejudices,  by  ftaiting  the 
new  claim  of  taxation,  the  Americans  went  no  further 
than  to  deny  our  right  of  internal  taxation.  Having 
gained  the  point  of  urging  them  to  queftion  one  rightj 
we  foon  convinced  them^  both  by  argument  and  prafticej 
that  an  external  tax  might  be  made  to  anfwer  all  the 
purpofes,  and  to  produce  all  the  mifc]iiefs  of  internal 
taxation*  They  then  denied  otir  right  of  taxing  for 
iiipp]y.  Parliament  then  proceeded  to  deprive  them  of 
their  ch^rterj  and  to  change  the  courfe  of  juftice  and 
trials.  Then  they  were  pulhed  to  deny  the  power  of  in- 
.  tcrnal  legiflation.  But  ftill  they  had  hitherto  never  for- 
mally rejefted  the  power  of  parliament  to  bind  their 
trade.  We  are  now  to  convince  them,  however,  that 
i{  but  a  fingle  branch  of  legiflative  power  is  left  to  this 
country,  we  can  diftort  that  branch  in  fiich  a  manner, 
that  it  fhall  include  all  the  purpofes  of  unlimited  ty- 
ranny/* It  appeared  upon  evidence  at  the  bar  of  the 
houfe,  that  by  the  operation  of  the  bii!^  many  thoufands 
of  innocent  inhabitants  would  be  reduced  to  the  fad 
alternative,  cither  of  perilhing  through  want  at  home, 
or  of  removing  to  fome  other  iefs  rigorous  govern menc 
for  'protcftion  and  fupport ;  fo  that  a  famine  among  the 
New  Englanders  was  predicted  as  the  confequencc  of  the 

m  I 

Some  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the  queftion^ 
acknowledged  the  harfhnefs  of  the  meafure;    but  la- 
mented its  being  indifpenfably  necefiary,  A  much  greater 
number  contended,  that  the  bill  was  in  an  high  degree 
*  merciuiJ, 
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merciful,  and  that  the  New  England  colonies  did  not 
want  refources  to  prevent  a  fanaine.  A  few  went  fo  far 
as  to  regret,  that  the  bill  did  not  convey  puniftiments 
adequate  to  the  crimes  of  the  Americans,  and  to  dread, 
that  the  famine  which  had  been  ftrongly  prognofticated, 
and  pathetically  lam.ented,  would  not  take  place* 

Mr.  Quincy  fails  to-morrow  for  the  M^JS^chuJetts^ 
He  is  very  far  from  being  ^y€ll ;  and  has  been  attended  * 
upon  repeatedly  by  Dr.  FothergilL  The  dodor  thinks 
the  Briftol  air  and  water  would  give  him  perfect  health  5 
and  it  is  greatly  againft  his  own  opinion  and  inclination 
that  he  takes  the  voyage*  But  he  rilks  his  life  for  the 
good  of  his  own  colony  in  particular,  and  of  America 
in  general.  His  moft  intimate  friends  infift  upon  his 
going  directly  to  Bofton,  They  fay  no  letter  can  go 
with  fafety  5  and  that  he  Can  deliver  more  information 
and  advice  viva  voccy  than  can  or  ought  to  be  written. 
They  urge  that  by  going  now,  if  he  arrives  fafe,  he 
muft  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  American  caufe. 

He  is  to  tell  the  people  of  your  colony,  by  no  means 
to  take  any  ftep  of  great  confequence  (unlefs  on  a  fud- 
den  emergency)  without  the  advice  of  the  continental 
congrefs  \  and  is  to  repair  to  that  honorable  body,  when 
met  at  Philadelphia. 

You  will  hear  from  hinn,  how  egregioufly  the  Ame-^ 
ricans  have  been  infulted  by  fevcral  in  both  houfts  of 
parliament,  in  being  pronounced  daftardly  cowards  and 
poltroons,  to  be  looked  into  Jubmiffion  at  the  approach  of 
a  regiments  and  that  if  diis  is  your  true  charafter, 
there  will  be  no  great  exploit  in  the  brave  general  Grant's 
marching  fuccefsfuUy,  with  only  five  regiments,  from 
one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  of  which  he  has 

H  h  2  declared 
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declared  liimfelf  capable.  It  is  faid,  that  an  AmeHfcan 
durft  not  look  at  a  red  coat.  The  fenator  holds  this 
language  in  the  fenate ;  and  the  general  tt  the  head  of 
an  army.  It  paffes  for  a  maxim^  and  it  is  thought 
fccpticifm  to  doubt  it.  Every  fubakern  upon  half  pay 
looks  upon  himfelf  as  qualified  for  fubduing  America. 
If  a  man  fays  otherwife^  the  finger  is  pointed  at  him  as 
to  an  enemy  of  his  country.  Mn  Quincy  y.ill  be  likely 
alfo  to  give  you  the  name  of  the  member,  who  in  a 
late  fpeech  adulterated  the  Englifh  tongue,  that  he  might 
gratify  his  inveteracy,  bypunilhing  you  y^'ith  Jiarvation, 
-  By  a  future  opportunity  you  will  receive  an  account 
^  of  the  progrefs  of  the  reftraining  and  filhery  bill  through 
the  houfe  of  lords ;  of  the  further  proceedings  of  parlifl- 
ment  and  miniftry  j  and  of  the  national  conipkxion- 
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Roxkiry^  jlpril  26,   1775-    ■ 

T117HILE  tht  Maflachufetts  had  no  provincial 
'  '  congrcfs,  the  aftive  friends  of  government  had 
an  opportunity  to  try  their  ftrength  in  a  few  places,  and 
to  attempt  refifting  the  general  current,  by  rcfufing  d 
compliance  with  the  fefolutions  of  the  colony  congrefi ; 
but  the  diflentients  were  overwhelmed  by  numbers,  and_- 
their  attempts  proved  abortive. 
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The  royal  proclamatioa  prohiUting  the  expixtaijiQin: 
of  military  ftores  from  Britain^  his  majefty's  i^peedk, 
and  the  addrefTes  of  the  new  parliament>  in  the  i^iiiion 
of  many,  cut  off  all  hopes  of  reconciliation^  nwre  eipc- 
cially  in  New  England.  ■    :  >■ 

The  new  Maflachufetta  congrefs  met  at  Cambridge^  feb. 
and  Mr.  Hancock,  was  unanimoufly  chojfen  prefident;^'* 
They  adjourned  to  Concord  in  about  a  fcMtnight;^  that 
t      the  diilance  might  afford  them  greater  peribnal  fecurity^ 
j      and  render  them  lefs  liable  to  interruption  by  any  QUgir 
fures  of  the  governor. :  That  the  colony  might  be  fbipe- 
what  prepared  for  the  foreft  trial,,  they  ui^^  in  the 
ftrongeft  terms,  the  militia  in  general,  and  die  9^^Pte 
men  in  particular,  to  Ipare  neither  time,  pains  uor  Gfr 
pence,  at  fo  critical  a  juncture,  for  ^rfc&ing  theqi&lvfes 
forthwith  in  the  military  difcipline.     They  p^(&d:reipM 
lutions  for  the  provijding  and  making  of  f^e  arms  and 
bayonets,  and  renewed  the  pyohijbition  of  their  prede^ 
-ceffors,  againft  fupplyipg  the  troops  at  Boftorij^  with  toy 
of  thofe  neceflaries  peculiarly  ycquifite  for  the  ikijUi^ry 
fervice.    The  committsce  of  lafety  had  direded  )n  the 
beginning  of  January,  that  ^  the  cannon,,  mmiwns, 
cannon  balls  and  ihells,  £hauld  be  depofited  iai:  Worq^ 
ter  and  Concord  in  $hc  fame,  proportion,  as  wjts  4oiip,|Qr 
the  provifion  -,  and  while  th^.congrels  was  fittings  vo^x^ 
''  that  the  committee  of  fopplies  do  purchaser  «|1, the 
powder  they  can,  and  alfq  all  kinds  of  W3irlikC:ft9r^^;,j/ 
fufficientfor  an  army  of  fifteen  thouland  cnen  t^:tjilE[(  ^i* 
the  field."  '     :      .         -j    -  .vr-..,; 

The  propriety  of  the  precaytions  taken  >  tq  gCMid 
againft  a  furprife  was  mamfefl:  fronj  thp  £bUo^g^^ 
event.  •      . 

H  h  3  General 
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26.  General  Gage  receiving  intelligence  diat  cilinon  and 
carriages  were  depofited  in  the  neighbouriiood  of  Sa^ 
lem,  fent  a  corps  of  troops  from  the  caftlje,  under 
lieutenant  colonel  Leflie,  on  board  a  tranfpcMt,  to  &n» 
and  bring  them  away.  They  landed,  at  Marblchea4 
proceeded  to  Salem,  found  nothing  there,  and  pafied 
on  to  the  draw-bridge  leading  to  Danvers,  where  a  nuav^ 
ber  of  people  affembled,  and  thofe  of  the  iq>pofitr  ficfe 
took  up  the  bridge  to  prevent  their  erolfing.  The  rf- 
ficer  ordered  it  to  be  let  down  j  the  people  pci^iipiurily 
refufed,  faying,  "  It  is  a  private  road,  and  you  have  no 
authority  to  demand  a  paffage  this  way."  On  this  ie«- 
fufal  he  deterrnined  to  rtiake  ufe  of  the  boats  wiach 
were  at  hand  5  his  intention  was  perceived^  and  the 
owners  jumped  into  their  own  boats,  and  with  their  axes 
fcuttled  them,  to  make  them  ufelefs  for  the  prefent; 
during  t}]Le  tranfaftion  there  was  fome  fcuffle  between 
them  and  the  foldiers.  Things  were  apparently  tending 
to  an  extremity.  The  reverend  Mr!  Bernard^  a  con^ 
gregational  clergyman  of  Salem,  and  other  gemiemenb 
urged  the  letting  down  of  the  draw-bridge ;  but  it  wis. 
not  done,  tiU  much  time  had  been  fpent  in  atecrcadoOy 
during  which  period  the  articles,  that  colonel  Leflie  was 
after,  were  conveyed  away.  When  the  opportunity  of 
croffing  offered,  he  marched  about  thirty  rodsj  to  the 
fpot  where  the  artificers  had  been  employed  in  •  making 
carriages,  &c.  but  finding  nothing,  and  it  being  now 
late  in  the  evening,  returned  and  went  on  board  the  trans- 
port without  meeting  with  any  molcftation.  This  ex- 
pedition took  place  on  the  Lord's  day,  vAkh  n^^t 
contribute  to  its  ending  happily  withotit  mifchief.  On 
any  other  day,  when  the  people  were  not  attending  pub- 
lic 
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lie  worlhip,  but  difpcrfed  about  and  following  thek  ie- 
cular  bufinefs,  the  landing  of  the  troops  would  have  bef  n 
difcovered,  and  fonie  quarrel  might  have  enfued  whUe 
they  were  making  it  good,  or  afterw^d  upon  thejir 
march.  The  governor  probably  pitched  upon  the  Lord's 
day,  in  hope  that  it  would  prevent  every  painful  cat^f- 
trophe  i  hut  the  expedition  fpread  an  alarm.      < 

The  Maflachufetts  cpngrefs  were  difpleafcd  with  tfce 

:    proceedings  of  die  New  York  general  affcmblyi  who 

I    renounj:ed  all  Concern  with  the  late  continental  con^efs^ 

iv   declined  choofmg  delegates  for  th^  propofed  new  one, 

f    and  in  their  own  fingle  capacity,  fent  a  petitioa  to  ^tjie 

king,  a  memorial  t;o  the  lords^  and  a  remonftrancc  to 

the  houfe  of  commons.     In  the  remonftranqe  thicy  rC'. 

prefented  the  grievances,  under  which  they  labored^  by 

the  innovations  that  had  been,  made  in  the  con^Htutional 

mode  of  government,  fiwe  the  c\pfe  of  tjie  laft  w^. 

They  renounced  the  moft  djftant  defire  of  independence, 

acknowledged  the  fupreoKf  government  of  the  BritUh 

parliament  oyer  the  whple  empire,  and  their  authority 

to  regulate  the  trade  of  the  colonies:  remonftrat^.  jn 

the  behalf  qf  their  brethren  in  the  Maflachufetts/.  for 

whofe  diftrefies  they  could  not  "help  feeling  i.  bvit  m  the 

;  fame  time  expreffed.  their  difi^pprobation  of  the  yjoknt 

meafures  purfued  in  fome  of  the  colonies*.    TheydaiQi- 

ed  a  reftoration  of  thofe  r^hts  which  they  enjoyed  he- 

;   fore  the  clofe  of  die  war;  but  without  entertaining  an 

^  idea  of  diminifhing  the  power  of;  the  mother  country^i 

or  leffening  the,,  dignity  of  parliamcnt.i    Should  the  mi- 

niftry  embrace  the  opening  thua  givsen  by  the  jgenerat 

aflembly  of  New  Yor)c,  they  may  poflihly  feparatc  this 

central  province  from  the  others,  tod  break  the  com* 

H  h  4  'munication 
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mumcation  between  the  northern  and  the  foutliern,  Biit 
the  apprehenfion  of  fuch  an-  event  is  abated  by  the  in- 
teUigence,  which  the  Maflachufctts  congrefs   have  re- 
ceived from  the  city  of  New  York,     The  whig  citizensj 
whofe  hearts  were  fet  upon  having  delegates  for  the  new 
continental  congrefs^   upon  the  aiTen^bly's  declining  to 
appoint  them,  contrived  to  colJeft  their  fellow  citizens 
-  together  In  order  to  obtain  their  opinion.     When  af- 
fen^bled  in  a  body,  there  was  a  confufed  cry  of  "  Con- 
Mar*  grefs  or  no  congrefs  ?"  After  much  altercation,  the  to- 
•5*    I  lies  had  a  recourfe  to  compulfive  rcalbning,  and  began 
'  dealing  about  their  blows.     The  whigs  were  in  theworft 

*  fuuation,   not  being  provided  with  finnikr  arguments, 
^  till  two  of  their  party  repaired  to  an  adjoining  cooper's 

•  yard>  from  whence  they  drew  forth  to  the  afiiftance  of 
their  friends  a  number  of  hoop-fticks^  which  they  re- 

•  diiced  to  a  proper  length,  and  forwarded  to  the  com- 
batants.    The  whigs,  being  thus  fupplied>  ibon  carried 

»  the  day  by  club  law,  and  beat  their  opponents  off  the 
ground.  The  tories^  being  worfted,  and  not  a  little 
terrified,  left  che  fury  of  captain  (whom  they  term  in  a 
way  of  reproach  king)  Sears  fhould  lead  him  to  head  a 
mob,  arid  do  them  fome  capital  injury,  promoted  a 
provincial  convention,  which  otherwife  would  not  have 
exifted.  The  battle  royal  at  New  York  will  prove  the 
turning  point  as  to  that  colony. 

The  Maflachufects  congrefs  continued  their  feffioOj 
j^^  and  recommended  the  fixtcenth  of  March  to  be  oblcrved 
as  che  annual  day  for  faffing  and  prayer,  which  was  kept 
accordingly,  by  the  inhabitants'  of  Bofton,  no  left  than 
of  the  country-  But  they  did  not  prefume  to  rely  upon 
religious  exsrcifcs  in  the  negledl  of  thofe  civil  means 
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which  prudence  prefcribcd.  The  peoplCi  bo^^tluii 
and  without,  ufed  every  device  for  conveying  fafely  from 
Bofton  into  the  country,  all  kinds  of  military  ^^rftclcs, 
which  might  be  wanted  in  cafe  of  a  rupture.  Canmn, 
balls,  and  fuch  like  heavy  ftores,  were  put  into  carts 
and  carried  out  over  the  neck,  uftdcr  the  am)earance  pf 
loads  of  dung.  Half  barrels  of  gunpowda-  were  put 
into  butchers  peds,  or  the  hampers  of  the  market  peo- 
ple, and  brought  out  under  fome  fli^t  negligent  and 
unfufpefted  coyer,  as  they  returned  home  in  the.  even- 
ing. Cartridges  were  packed  up  in  candk-boxes,  ai|d 
fent  off  under  that  deception  -,  but  fome  were  atlei^^ 
difcovered.  The  foldiers  on  the  neck  did  t}0(  make 
many  prizes,  however  one  day  they  feized  13,425  miif- 18» 
ket  cartridges,  with. 3000 lb,  wei^t  of  ball/  vHbkb, 
though  private  property,  the  general  was  warradted  in 
refufmg  to  reftore,  on  the  application  of  the  ownfir."    ! 

That  general  Gage  might  not  fiicceed  in  feiTing  kHf 
military  ftores  in  the  country,  fhould  he  fend  out  trao^s 
upon  that  errand,  the  committee  of  fefcty  had  TOtjd 
four  days  before,  **  that  members  from  this  committee, 
belonging  to  Charleftown,  Cambridge  and  I^cabtiry, 
be  defired  to  procure  at  leaft  two  men,  for  a  watch  ev^ 
night  to  be  placed  iii  c^  of  thefe  towns,  and  that  find 
members  be  in  rcadmefs  to  fend  couriers  forward  tt>die 
towns  where  the  magazines  are  placed,  when  fellies  arc 
made  from  the  army  at  nighf/' 

The  felefkmen  of  the  town  of  Billerica  prefwitcd  a  ajt 
moft  fpirited  remonftrance  to  general  Gage,  on  acQoitiit 
of  an  inhabitant  of  diat  town's  being  tarred  and  fea- 
thered, and  muqh  abufed  pa  the  8th  of  the  month,  by 
^  party  of  his  majefty's  47  th  regiment,  under  the  com- 
mand 


474  rnz    ktstory    of    the 

mand  of  lieutenant  colonel  Nefbit,  The  firmncfs,  re- 
folution  and  freedoirij  witli  which  the  people  both  ol 
town  and  coimtiy  have  conduded,  when  their  bufineii 
called  them  to  an  intercourfe  with  the  governorj  have 
often  embarrafied  and  convinced  hi  in,  that  they  were 
not  wholly  deftitute  of  fterling  courage.  There  might 
be  fome  ground  for  punilhing  the  peribn^  whofe  cafe 
produced  the  remonftrance;  but  the  punifhment  ihould 
have  been  under  the  direftion  of  a  civil  and  not  a  mi- 
litary officer,  and  of  another  kind  ^  for,  though  it  may 
be  deemed  a  retaliation  upon  the  country,  it  has  tended 
^eatly  to  irritate,  ^ 

The  MaiFachufetts  congrefs  were  folicitous  to  keep 
their  proceedings  from  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  ge- 
ticralGage;  but  from  ieverai  circumftances  which  oc- 
curred^ they  entertained  -a  ftrong  fufpicion,  that  they 
had  fome  one  among  them,  who  betrayed  their  coun- 
fels.  A  gentleman,  who  is  not  aftranger  to  many  con- 
fiderable  defefts  in  the  moral  and  polidcal  character  of 
Pr,  Church,  is  apprehenfive  that  he  is  the  perfon  ;  but 
is  exceedingly  caudous  of  mentioning  his  fufpicion,  con- 
fidering  the  high  reputation  in  which  the  doftor  is  among 
the  fons  of  liberty,  m 

30*  General  Gage  marched  out  about  eleven  hundred 
men  into  the  country;  who,  doing  much  damage  hy 
throwing  down  the  ftone  fences,  occafioned  a  commit- 
tee's waiting  upon  the  Maflachufetts  congrefs  on  the 
Saturday,  when  upon  the  point  of  adjourning  i  which 
kept  them  fitting  till  they  received  on  the  Monday  fol* 
lowing,  accounts  by  a  velTel  from  Falmouth,  of  what 
parliament  had  done  and  was  doing,  in  relation  to  their 
polony. 
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It  was  a  providcntai  circumftince  that  tliQy  had  & 

early  intelligence,  and  obtained  it  befor?  giencral  Gage 

had  received  his  difpatches :  they  were  careful  to  im- 

prove  it.      The  intelligence  Ipread  fail,    and  induced 

':    more  of  the  inhabitants  of  Boilon  to  remove  out  of 

[:  town.     A  number  had  been  for  fome  time  withdrawing 

i-  themfelves.     The  town  was  liable  to  be  converted'  in-         ^ 

^  ftantly,  at  the  difcretion  of  the  governor,  into  a  fiseore 

prifon ;  and  the  people  of  it  might,  be  held  as  ho^siges 

for  the  conduft  of  the  province  at  large,  orbelcid^ 

napped  and  fent  to  England,  to  ftand  trial  for  fuj^to&d 

offences.     Continuance  in  it  was  hazardous  to  mmf, 

who  had  diftinguifhed  themfelves  by  taking  an  aftive  • 

part  againft  the  meafures  of  government.     But  the  daunt-- 

lefs   courage  of  fome  fuch  inclined  them  to   reniatn» 

though  there  was  no  knowing  what  private  orders  might 

be  fent  to  general  Gage;  who  was  not  iiiattentive  to 

:  the  fervice  in  which  he  was  employed,  while  he  evidenced 

a  prevailing  defire  after  ^  a  peaceable  accommodation. 

He  fent  private  orders  to  the  commanding  officer  at  New 

York,  to  purchafe  up  aH  the  duck,  blankets,  pickaxes^ 

pots  and  other  orticies  proper  for  camp  fervice.    Ap^ 

plication  was  made  by  die  officer  to  the  Philadel^iliki    ' 

merchants,  who  penetrated  the  defign,  and  no  lefs  nobly 

than  unanimoufly  refufed  a  compliance.    Three  of -ite 

New  York  merchants  had  fot-  Ibme  time*  been  buying    • 

up,  felling  and  fending  the  fcveral  articles  to  Bofton^ 

but  at  length  a  flop  was  put  to  their  proceedings  by  tlic 

influence  of  captain  Sears,  whoj  upon  his  rettn-h  fioctji" 

Philadelphia,  argued  that  they  might  want-  thofe  tMngs 

themfelves,  and  made  a  confiderabie  fbr  upon  t^  oc- 

cafion. 
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cafion.     But  a  great  number  were  purchafed  at  Portf- 
monthj  before  the  difcovery  of  the  generars  intcntion- 

The  news  of  the  parliament aiy  proceedings  encou- 
raged the  foldiery  to  infult  the  people  more  dian  ever: 
their  conduct  feemingly  intimated,  that  they  meant  to 
provoke  the  other  to  begin  the  quarrel ;  while  thefe  bore 
-all  with  patience,  as  they  were  determined  not  to  be  the 
■^greflbrs.  Ncdiing  was  wanting,  but  a  Ipark  to  fet 
the  whole  continent  in  a  flame.  The  important  nw- 
ment>  big  with  inconceivable  confequences^  was  cvi- 
dendy  approaching,  when,  through  accident  or  defign, 
it  would  he  applied  to  thofe  combullibleSj  which  had 
been  long  coUefting. 

The  grenadier  and  light  infantry  companies  were  taken 
pff  dutyj  upon  the  plea  of  learning  a  new  exercife,  which 
made  the  Boftonians  jealous,  that  there  was  fome  fchemc 
on  foot,  A  daughter  of  liberty,  unequally  yoked  la 
point  of  polidcs,  fent  word,  by  a  trufly  hand,  to  Mr. 
.Samuel  Adams,  refidingin  company  with  Mn  Hancock 
at  Lexington,  about  thirteen  miles  from  Charleftown, 
that  the  troops  were  coming  out  in  a  few  days.  Upon 
this  their  friends  at  Borton  were  advifed  to  move  out 
their  plate,  &c,  and  the  committee  of  fafety  voted, 
**  that  all  the  ammunidon  be  depofited  in  nine  different 
towns ;  and  that  other  ardcles  be  lodged,  fome  in  one 
-  place^  fome  in  another,  fo  as  to  the  15  medicinal  chcfts> 
2000  iron  pots^  200obowIs^  j  5000  canteens,  and  noo 
tents  i  and  that  the  fix  companies  of  macrofles  be  fta- 
tioned  in  different  towns,''  ^ 

Mr.  Adams  inferred  from  the  number  to  be  employ? 
cd,  that  thefe  were  the  objefts,    and  not  himfelf  and 
Mr,  HancQckj  who  might  be  more  cafilj^  fei?ed  in  ^ 
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private  way  by  a  Few  armed  individuals,  than  by  a 
large  body  of  troops  that  muft  marchi  for  miles  toge- 
ther, under  the  eye  of  the  public; 

The  provincial  (lores  had  been  hitherto  depofited  at 
Worcefter  and  Concord,  To  th^  laft  of  thefe  places, 
but  half  the  diftance  6f  the  other  from  Bofton^  the  ge- 
neral turned  his  attention ;  and,  being  continudly  pcf- 
tered  by  the  repeated  folicitatit)ns  of  the  American  tories^ 
\vith  whom  he  was  furroundedv,  and  who  perfuaded  him 
there  was  no  danger  of  refiftancCi  their  ^hig  countrymfert 
being  too  cowardly,  he  deterrtiined,  without  the  advice 
of  the  council,  when  and  in  what  way  to  attempt  the 

;    feizure  of  the  many  ftores  fuppofed  to  be  in  the  place. 

A  number  of  ofncers  dined  together  at  Cambridge,  April 
and  toward  night  fcattered  themfelves  Upon  the  road  *  * 
leading  to  Concord ;  and  tbok  their  ftation  fo  as  to  be 

.    ready  to  intercept  ahy  exprefles  going  from  Bofton  to 

■  alarm  and  raife  the  country,  with  intelligence  of  the 
troops  being  upon  their  march.  When  the  corps  was 
nearly  ready  to  proceed  upon  the  expedition.  Dr.  War- 
ren, by  a  mere  accident,  had  notice  of  it  juft  in  time 

•  to  fend  meflengers  over  the  neck  and  acrofs  the  ferry, 
on  to  Lexington,  J>cfore  the  orders  for  preventing  every 
perfon's  quitting  the  town  were  executed.     The  officers 

,  intercepted  feveral,  but  fome  being  well  mounted,  ef- 
caped  their  vigilance ;  und  the  alarm,  being  once  giveo, 
fpread  apace,  by  the  ringing  of  bells,  and  the  firing  of 

.    fignal  guns  and  volHes.     By  eleven  at  night,  eight  hun- 
dred grenadiers  and  light  infantry,    the  flower  of  the 
army,  embarked  at  the  common,  proceeded  and  landed 
at  Phipps*s  farm,  from  whence  they  marched  for  Con- 
cord, 
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cord/ under  the  command  of  lieutenant  colonel  Siiutfa» 
aided  by  major  Pitcaim,  who  led  the  advanced  corps. 
19.         About  two  in  the  iporning,  the  Lexington  cofnpanf 
of  militia,  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  ^bixty^ 
repaired  to  the  green,  cloie  in  with  the  meeting  houfe. 
The  air  being  chilly,  and  the  intelligence  reipe^ing  the 
regulars  fomewhat  uncertain,  the  it)€n^  after  the  toik 
call,  were  difmiffed,  with  orders  to  appear  again  ift  beat 
of  drum.     Some  went,  home,  others,  to  the  jicy^iiiiog 
public  houfe.    Word  being  brought  between .  four  and 
five,  that  the  troops  were  not  far  off,  they  tji^  were  at 
hand  colleded,  to  the  number  of  about  fcventy,  bfchc 
time  the  regulars  made  their  appearaace,,    ^T^ief^^fitr^ 
moftly  in  a  confufed  ftate,  and  a  few  only  were,  dnvn 
up.     There  were  prefent  at  the  time  about  forty  {fec^ 
tators  without  arms.     The  militia,  were  too  fijw  to  lixuk 
of  beginning  an  attack.     But  n)aJQr.Pitcaira.  ipdc  tovnd 
the  meeting  (as  the  meeting-houfe  is  generalljif  cdM) 
and  approaching  them  called  out,  ^^  Di^fi  yw  nU$» 
throw  down  your  arms  and  difperfe.^*    An,  inftgnt  com- 
pliance not  taking  place,  which  he  niight  CQi^fln^  1910 
contempt,  he  rode  a  little  furdier,  fixed  hispifloi^  flcai- 
rilhed  his  fword,  aijci  ordered  the  foldiers  to  .fire>  iwk 
which  they  complied,  huzzaing  upon  the  occafioil*.  Ttts 
produced  an  immediate  difperfion ;  but  ijbie  firing  m 
continued.      Individuals  finding  they  were  find  imon 
though  difperfmg,  had  fpirit  enough  to  ft<^  and  .Ijeiuin 
the  fire.     Three  or  four  w^re  killed  upon  the  gima; 
the  reft,  making  the  whole  number  of  d^  QtbL  cfighb 
were  fhot  on  the  other  fide  of  the  waUs.  and  &noe9>  mtf 
,  which.they  had  fled  in  order  to  efcape..  .DurwgtMintta- 
cfting  period,  Mcflrs.  S.  Adams  and  Hancock,  whole  re- 

fidencc 
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b:  fidence  was  near  at  hand,  quitted  and  removed  to  a  fur- 
I  ther  diftance.  While  walking  along,  Mr.  Adanms  ac- 
I  claimed,  *^  O  f  what  a  glorious  morning  is  this  /''  in  the 
li  belief  that  it  would  eventually  liberate  the  colony  from 
\  all  fubjeftion  to  Great  Britain.  His  companion  did  not 
I  penetrate  his  meaning,  and  thought  the  allulion  was  only 
{  to  the  afpeft  of  the  Iky.  Left  it  fhould^be  faid  and  be- 
lieved, that  the  meeting  "was  crowded  with  militia,  be- 
fore and  during  the  fire,  let  me  mention  that  there  were 
only  a  man  and  a  boy  in  it.  The  detachment  marched 
on  to  Concord.  The  people  of  the  town,  having  re- 
ceived the  alarm,  drew  up  in  order  for  defence  j  but  ob- 
ferving  that  the  regulars  were  too  numerous,  retired  over 
the  north  bridge  and  waited  for  reinforcements  from  the 
neighbouring  towns.  A  party  of  light  infantry  fol* 
lowed,  and  pofleffed  themfelves  of  the  bridge,  while  the 
main  body  entered  the  town,  and  proceeded  to  exe- 
cute their  commiflion.  They  difabled  two  twenty-four 
pounders,  and  deftroyed  their  carriages  and  feven  wheels 
for  the  fame,  with  their  limbers,  befide  fixteen  wheels 
for  brafs  three  pounders,  and  two  carriages  with  limber 
and  wheels  for  two  four  pounders.  They  threw  500  lb. 
of  ball  into  the  river,  wells,  and  other  places ;  and  broke  \ 
in  pieces  about  fixty  barrels  of  flour,  half  of  which  was 
faved.  Thefe  were  all  the  ftores  that  they  could  dif- 
cover  and  deftroy,  on  the  account  of  which  a  civil  war 
has  commenced  between  the  colonies  and  the  parent 
ftate.  The  inhabitants  of  Britain  may  fee  reafon,  for 
many  ages,  to  curfe  the  memory  of  the  man  or  men,  who 
has  or  have  been  at  the  foundation  of  this  fatal  cataftro- 
phe,  fliould  they  ever  be  known.  The  militia  being  re- 
inforced, Mr.  John  Butterick,  of  Concord,  major  of  a 
4  minute 
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minufe  regiment,  and  who  commanded^    ordered    xSi 
men  not  to  give  the  iirft  fire,  that  fo  the  provincials 
■might  not  be  the  aggreflTors,    for  he  was  ignorant  o£ 
what  had  pafled  at  Lexington,     Upon  his  advancing 
with  thenij  the  light  infantry  retired  to  the  Concord  fide 
of  the  river>  and  began  pulling  up  the  bridge  ;   and  on 
his  approaching  nearer,  inrimediatcly  fired  and  killed  cap- 
tain Ifaac  Davis  of  Afton^  (who  with  his  company  of 
minute  men  made  the  front)  and  one  of  the  privates* 
The  fire  was  returned,  a  fliirmilh  enfued,  and  the  troops 
were  forced  to  retreat,  having  feveral  men  killed  and 
woimded,  and  lieutenant  Gould  (who  would  have  been 
killed,  had  not  a  minifter  prefent  prevented)  with  fome 
.  others  taken.     One  of  their  wounded,  who  was  left  be- 
hindj  attempting  to  get  up,  was  aflaulted  by  a  young 
fellow  going  after  the  purfuers  to  join  them,  who^  not 
being  under  the  feelings  of  humanity,  barbaroudy  broke 
his  ficull  with  a  fmail  hatchet  and  let  out  his  brains,  but 
neither  fcalped  hini  nor  cut  off  his  ears.     This  event 
may  give  rife  to  fome  malevolent  pen  to  write,  tiiat  many 
of  the  killed  and  wounded  at  Lexington^  were  not  only 
fcalped,  but  had  their  eyes  forced  out  of  the  fockets  by 
the  fanatics  of  New  England:  not  one  was  fo  treated 
eidier  there  or  at  Concord,     You  have  the  real  fad. 
The  poor  objeft  languilhed  for  an  hour  or  two  bdgra 
he  expired.  ^ 

The  paiiy  was  joined  by  the  main  body  j  and  die 
whole  detachment  retreated  with  the  ucmoft  expedi- 
tion; for  all  the  country  was  now  up  in  arms,  and  at- 
tacked the  troops  on  every  quarter.  In  their  march 
of  fix  miles  back  to  Lexington,  they  were  exceedingly 

•^^.     annoyed^  not  only  by  thofe  who  prefied  upon  their  reari 
/  .  but 
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but  by  others^  who  fired  upon  them  from  behind  die  ftone 
walls  and  odier  coverts,  which  fupplied  the  place  of  lines 
and  redoubts  to  the  provincials.     At  Lexington  they 
'   were  joined  by  a  detachment  under  Lord  Percy. 

The  news  of  what  had  happened  at  Lexington  in  their 
way  to  Concord,  flew  to  Bofton  and  the  neighbourhood. 
But  the  flaughter  of  the  militia  men  was  carefully  con- 
cealed from  general  Gage,  who  was  not  made  acquamted 
with  it  till  late  in  the  afternoon.     He  had  ho\Yever,  early 
:    intelligence  of  the  rifing  of  the  country ;  and  therefore 
,    detached,  about  eight  in  the  morning.  Lord  Percy  with 
16  companies  of  foot,  and  a  number  of  marines,  900 
:'    men  in  the  whole,  and  two  pieces  of  cannon,  to  fupport 
\  .  colonel  Smith.     The  brigade  marched  out,  playing,  by 
^    way  of  contempt,  Tankee  Doodle^  a  fong  compofed  in 
\    derifion  of  the  New  Englanders,  fcomfuUy  called  Yankees^ 
%   A  fmart  boy  obferving  it  as  the  troops  pafled  through 
R,  Roxbury,  made  himfelf  extremely  merry  with  the  cir- 
[    cumflance,  jumping  and  laughing,  fo  as  to  attraft  the 
\    notice  of  his  lordlhip,  who,  it  is  faid,  aflced  him  at  what 
:■ .  he  was  laughing  fo  heartily ;  and  was  anfwered,  "  To 
\    think  how  you  will  dance  by  and  by  to  Ch^y  Chafe'\ 
i    It  is  added,  that  the  repartee  ftuck  by  his  lordlhip  the 
:  whole  day. 

/       You  may  wifh  to  know  the  origin  of  the  term  Tankee. 
f    Take  the  befl:  account  of  it  which  your  friend  can  pro- 
cure.    It  was  a  cant>  favorite  word  with  farmer  Jona- 
than Haftings  of  Cambridge,  about  1713.     Two  aged 
minifters,  who  were  at  the  college  in  that  town,  have. 
told  me,    they  remembered  it  to  h^ve  been   then   in 
ufe  among  the  fludents,  but  had  no  recoUeftion  of  it 
[    before  that  period.     The  inventor  ufed  it  to  exprefi  ex- 
VoL.  I.  I  i  cellency. 
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cellency*  A  Yankee  good  horfe,  or  Yankee  cider  and 
the  like,  were  an  excellent  good  horie  and  excelled 
cider.  The  ilndcnts  ufed  to  hire  horfes  of  him  j  their 
intercourfe  with  hun,  and  his  ufe  of  die  term  upon  all 
occafions,  led  them  to  adopt  it,  and  diey  gave  him  die 
nanne  of  Yankee  Jon.  He  was  a  worthy  honeft  nnan, 
but  no  conjurer.  This  could  not  efcape  the  notice  of 
the"  coliegiates.  Yankee  probably  becanrtc  a  by-word 
among  diem  to  exprefs  a  weak>  fimplc,  awkward  perlbn; 
was  carried  fron^  the  college  with  them  when  they  left 
it,  and  was  in  that  way  circulated  and  eftablilhed  through 
the  country  (as  was  the  cafe  in  refpeft  to  Hobfm*s  ^hcke*^ 
by  the  ftudents  at  Cambridge  in  Old  England)  tiii 
froni  its  currency  in  New  England,  it  was  at  length 
taken  up  and  unjuftly  applied  to  the  New  Englanders 
in  common^  as  a  term  of  reproach-  ■ 

The  junftion  of  the  brigade  under  Lord  Percy,  winP 
the  detachment  under  colonel  Smith,  gave  the  laft  2 
breathing  time,  efptfcially  as  they  now  had  cannon, 
which  awed  the  provincials  from  prefTing  upoa  the  rear 
in  a  direft  line.  But  the  whole  force  ventured  not  to  hiJt 
long;  for  hr  and  wide  the  minute-men  and  militia  were 
collefting,  in  order  to  cut  oflF  their  retreat  to  BoftoD* 
They  foon  renewed  their  march ;  conftant  fkirmiflilDg 
fucceededj  and  a  continued  fire,  though  often  irregular 
and  fcattering  on  their  fide,  as  well  as  on  the  part  of  the 
provincials.  Tlie  clofe  firing  from  behind  the  walls,  by 
good  markfrneiij  for  Inch  were  almQtl:  all  the  pixjvin- 
cials,  put  the  troops  into  no  fmall  confufion^  and  maJe 
it  fo  dangerous  for  the  officers,  that  they  were  more  fl 
tentive  to  their  iafety  than  in  common.  Major  Pitcaim 
*  Sm  The  Spcdtaior,  H^  J09. 

quitted 
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quitted  his  horfe,  which  was  taken  with  the  piftols  in 
the  holfters.     The  foldiers  loaded  and  fired  over  the 
ftone  walls,  when  there  was  not  a  fingle  man  behind 
them.     They  were  incommoded  by  the  wind's  blowing 
the  fmoke  ftrongly  back  upon  them  all  the  time  they 
were  retreating ;  during  which  they  burnt  fome  houfes, 
attempted  others,  and  plundered  many  of  every  thmg 
valuable,    deftroying  what  they   could   not   carry  off* 
They  killed  feveral  innocent  unarmed  perfons;    and 
murdered  two  old  men  at  Menotomy.     Before  they 
reached  this  place,  a  few  Americans,   headed  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Payfon  of  Chelfea,  who  till  now  had  been 
extremely  moderate,  attacked  a  party  of  twelve  foldiers 
carrying   ftores   to  the  retreating  troops,    killed   one, 
wounded  feveral,  made  the  whole  prifoners,  and  gained 
.  poffeflion   of  their  arms   and  ftores,   without  any  lols 
whatever  to  themfelves.     The  regulars,  when  near  Cam- 
bridge, were  upon  the  point  of  taking  a  wrong  road, 
which  would  have  led  them  into  the  moft  imminent 
danger,  but  were  prevented  by  the  direftion  of  a  young 
gentleman  refiding  at  the  college ;  by  which  mean  they 
made  good  their  retreat  a  litde  after  fun  fet  over  Charkf-        ^ 
town  neck  to  Bunker's-hill,  but  fpent  and  worn  down 
by  the  exceflive  fatigues  they  had  undergone,  having 
I    marched  that  day  between  thirty  and  forty  miles.    Here 
I    they  remained  fecure  till  the  next  day,  when  they  croffed 
^    at  Charleftown  ferry  and  returned  to  Bofton. 
I        Lieutenant-colonel  Smith  was  much  difpleafed  with 
^    the  foldiers*  firing  at  Lexington  ^  probably  general  Gage 
had  given  orders  that  they  fhould  not  .fire  unlefs  they 
*     were  firft  fired  upon.     Major  Pitcairn  undoubtedly  di- 
;     re6led  them  to  fire  from  the  miftaken  apprehenfion  he 

I  i  2  bad 
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had  entertained  of  American  refolution,  for  he  has  tte 
chara-fter  of  a  good  tempered  officer.     There  wot 
never  more  than  about  fpur '  hundred  provincials  tagt- 
ther,  attacking  at  one  and  the  fame  time;  and*often 
fcarce  that  number.     But  as  fome  tired  and  gave  ou^ 
others  came  up.     They  had  very  little  appearaftc^  of 
difcipline.     Privates  and  officers  fired  away  as  they  had 
opportunity  of  doing  execution,  without  waiting  for  Ac 
word  of  command:  and  ufed 'their  knowledge  of  the 
country,  to  gain  the  opportunity,  by  croffing  fields -and 
fences,  of  afting  as  flanking  parties  againft  the  reguhn 
while  thefe  proceeded  along  the  road.     Colonel  Pick- 
ering of  Salem  had  the  command  of  a  fine  wdl  cxcr- 
cifed  provincial  regiment :  had  he  puftied  on  with  hfa 
men,  fo  as  to  have  headed  the  Britifh  before  they  had 
gained  Charleftown  neck,  (and  he  was  nearenou^) 
they  muft  have  clubbed  their  firelocks,  for  they  were 
quite  wearied  out  with  the  fervices  of  the  day,  and  had 
but  a  round  or  two  of  ammunition  remaining.     No  fatit 
faftoiy  reafoh  has  been  affigned  for  the  want  of  greater 
alertnefs  in  colonel  Pickering's  regiment.     The  Britifh 
officers  are  aftonifhed,  chagrined,  and  mortified  beyond 
meafure  at  what  has  happened.     It*s  death  to  all'dieir 
glorying,  that  their  befl  troops  have  been  obligifrd  in 
this  manner  to  flee  before  a  number  o£T(tnkees^  **  when 
all  the  officers  in  general  did  every  thing  that  men 
could  do,  and  when  the  foldiers  behaved  with  their  ufual 
intrepidity*."     They  are  fore  at  heart  upon  theocca- 
fion.     They  have  had    i   lieutenant  killed^    2  lieutt' 
nant  colonels  wounded.  Smith  is  one,  2  captains  and 

*  See  general  (jage'is  account  of  the  behaviouf  of  ck  dbopt  in  the 

Itpndon  Gazette, 

9*lictt- 
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9  lieutenants  wounded,  i .  lieutenant  miffing,  2  enfigns 
wounded,  i  fergeant  killed,  7  woynded,  3.  miffing,  i 
drummer  killed,  i  wounded,  62  rank  and  file  killed, 
and  157  wounded  i  in  all  65  killed,  180  wounded,  and 
^S  made  prifoner? ;  total  273. 

Of  the  provincials  50  have  been  killed,  34  wounded, 

and  4  are  miffing;  in  all  88.     The  following  officers 

and  gentlemen  are  of  the  number,    viz.  juftice  Ifaac 

Gardner  of  Brookline,  capt.  Ifaac  Davis  of  Afton,  qapt, 

Jonathan  Wilfon  of  Bedford,  lieut.  John   Bacon   and 

^    fergeant  Elilha  Mills  of  Needham,  and  Deacon  Jofiah 

]    Haynes  of  Sudbury  killed ;  capt.  Eleazer  Kingfbury  of 

:    Needham,  capt.  Samuel  Williams  of  Cambridge,  cap- 

\  ^  tains  Charles  Miles,  Nathaniel  Barret  and  George  Minot 

\   of  Concord,  capt.  Oliver  Barns  and  Deacon  Aaron  Cham- 

['    berlain   of  Chelmsford  wounded.     The  perfons  who 

have  fallen  are  regretted  with  the  deepeft  concern,  and 

are  honored  not  only  as  patriots,  but  as  martyrs,  who 

have  died  bravely  in  the  caufe  of  their  country. 

Captains  John  Ford  and  Oliver  Barron,  and  Deacon 

Davis,  all  of  Chelmsford,    diftinguifhed  themfelves  in 

the  courfe  of  the  day.     It  can  be  fully  proved  that  capt.     * 

Ford  killed  five  regulars.     James  Howard,  a  private  in 

the  Adton  company,  and  a  regular  coming  out  of  a 

•  houfe,  caught  fight  of  each  other,  and  difcharged  their 

pieces  at  the  fame  inftant  -,  both  Ihots  taking  effeft,  the 

lad  dropt  down  dead,  and  the  firft  expired  a  few  hours 

:  after.     A  big  boy  joined  in  the  chafe  of  the  retreating 

troops,  and  was  very  expert  in  firing  at  them,  at  length 

'  ^  ball  from  the  enemy  grazed  his  head,  and  pjqi^uced 

113  -a  flefh 
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a  flefli  wound  :  he  foon  recovered  the  Ihock,  bound  tip 
his  head  with  a  handkerchief,  and  renewed  his  purfuit 

Two  Britifli  officers  who  have  been  taken,  and  die 
privates,  who  are  wounded  and  prifoners,  are  tftattd 
with  humanity  by  the  provincials;  and  general  Gage 
may,  if  he  pleafes,  fafely  fend  his  furgeons  tso  drcfe  and 
attend  them. 

If  the  conteft  is  to  become  general  between  the  colo- 
nies and  the  mother  country,  it  may  be  deemed  a  hap- 
piiiefs  for  them  that  it  has  commenced  in  the  Mal&- 
chufetts,  where  all  the  inhabitants  ^e  fo  conne£ird  with 
each  other  by  defcent,  blood,  uniformity  of  mannersi 
fimilarity  of  religious  and  civil  fentiments,  mediocrity 
of  circumftances,  and  a  general  equality,  that  the  killing 
of  a  fmgle  individual  interefteth  the  whole  provinoe  m 
the  event,  and  malces  them  confider  it  as  a  coihnio& 
caufe. 

The  inhabitants  are  now  every  where  in  aimsj  and 
collefting  in  fuch  numbers  about  Boilon,  that  they  will 
not  only  inveft  the  town  efFeftually,  but  excite  diiagree- 
able  apprehcnfions  in  general  Gage.  No  one  b  fuAied 
to  go  in  or  out  at  prefent.  The  provincials  have  fx 
their  commander  in  chief,  a  native  of  the  Maflachi^tts, 
general  Ward ;  the  honorable  Jedediah  Prebble  havingi 
more  than  a  month  ago,  declined  on  account  •f  his  bid 
health.  General  Ward  might  have  pleaded  die  like  a- 
cufe ;  but  he  wiflies  to  ferve  his  country  to  the  utnwft 
of  his  abilities,  and  is  ready  to  rifk  his  life  in  At  caufe 
of  American  liberty.  He  is  to  be  trufted^i  being  t 
gentleman  of  great  integrity.  His  commiffioQ-  as-oom*: 
mander  in  chief  of  the  Bay  troops  was  delivered  to  him 

on 
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on  the  20th,  by  the  protrincial  congrefs.    Three  days  to* 
after,    they    chofe    general  Jolin  Thomas    lieutenant 
r    general.  .  :  '    . 

[;  The  day  general  Ward  received  his  commiifion^  the 
committee  of  fafety  fent  letters  to  New  Harnpfliire  ^d 
Connecticut,  with  an  account  of  the  enemy's  proceed- 
ings the  day  before,  and  praying  all  the  afiiilance  in 
their  power.  The  next  day  they  agreed  upon  inlifting 
8000  men  out  of  the  Maflkchufetts  forces :  but  the  pro- 
vincial congrefs  being  adjourned  from  Concord  to  Watcr-^ 
town,  refolved  the  fucceedbg  day^  "  that  an  annjr  pf 
I  30,000  men  be  immediately  raifed  and  eft^lifheds  ttiat 
13,600  be  by  this  province ;  and  that  a  letter  and  dele^ 
gate  be  fent  to  the  feveral  colonies  of  Hamp&irej  CoOy 
ne6licut  and  Rhode  Ifland*"  Head  quarters  are  at 
Cambridge;  and  the  ftudents  quit  the  college  that  the 
provincials  may  be  accomimodated  General  Thomas 
commands  at  Roxbury*  He  is  a  cool,  courageous,  diC- 
i  cerning,  and  affcive  officer,  well  qualified  fw  guarding 

the  important  poft  he  occupies,   and  preventing  t^e   ' 
;.  enemy's  making  a  fally  over  the  neck  into  the  eoimitry,, 
[  Ihould  they  be  incKned  fo  attempt  it:  but  for  the  pre* 
jv  fent  they  are  more  aij&ad  of  being  attacked^  7 

\      General  Gage,  to  fecure  the  peopk  within  from  ii^kiiig 
^  up  arms  againft  the  king'$  troops,  in  cafe  of  ga  jtSMfh 
has  agreed  with  the  committee  of  the.  town,  afrec  arlQr%«2« 
conference;  that,  upon  the  inhabitants  in  generat^^i^dg^ 
ing  their  arms  in  Faneuil-haU^  or  any  other  conveiHeiic 
pkce,  under  the  care  of  the  feledtmen,  all  fuch  kiiMi^ 
t    bitants  as  are  inclined  may  depart  from  die  town  with 
their  families  and  effedb;  that  thofc  wlo  remain  may 
depend  upoi)  his  protection;  and  that  the  arms  afore-    . 
'  '  I  i  4  ^  laid, 

t 
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iaid^  at  a  fuituble  time^  Qiall  be  returned  to  the  owners? 
The  town  agreed  to  this  propofal,  and  their  vote  ypon 
it  )R^s  read  by  the  connmitteej  upon  their  return  to  hi& 
'  excellency,  who  accepted  it^  arid  further  agreed,  th^t 
the  inhabitants  may  remove  from  town  by  land  and 
water  with  tlieir  cffeftsj  widiin  the  limits  fpecified  by 
the  port-aft-  He  aUb  informed  the  committee,  that  he 
would  defire  the  admiral  to  lend  his  boats  to  facilitate 
the  removal  of  the  efFefts  of  the  inhabitants  ;  and  that 
he  would  allow  carriages  to  pafs  and  repafs  for  that  pui^ 
pofe.  He  faid  likewifc,  that  he  would  take  care  that'' 
the  poor,  who  may  remain  in  town,  {hall  not  fuffer  for 
want  of  provifions  after  their  own  ftock  is  expended  3  and 
defired  that  a  letter  might  be  written  to  Dr.  Warrcrij 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  congrefs,  that  thofe  pctJ^ 
fons  in  the  country,  who  may  incline  to  remove  into' 
Bolton  with  their  efl'efts,  may  have  liberty  Jb  to  do 
without  moleftation-  An  account  of  theft  proceedings 
was  fent  to  Dr.  Warren  ;  who  was  further  informed  by 
the  town-committee  J.  *^  Permiffion  will  be  given  for 
25;.  30  waggons  to  enter  the  town  at  once,  to  carry  away  the 
efFedts  of  the  inhabitants;  fo  foon  as  thofe  have  returned 
to  the  end  of  the  caufeway  leading  to  Roxbury,  tlKn 
others  will  be  permitted  to  come  in<  None  will  be 
permitted  to  enter  till  after  fun  rife,  nor  remain  after 
fun  fet.  If  any  veflTel  or  boat  now  in  the  harbour  be 
employed  to  remove  the  inhabitants  efte6ts,  fecurity 
mull:  be  given  that  it  be  returned.  It  is  expefted,  tha: 
leave  be  obtained  for  ibme  perfons  to  go  to  the  diflerent 
pariflies,  to  give  notice  to  fuch  perfons  who  incline  to 
come  with  their  effefts  into  Bofton,  that  they  may  come 
without  moleftationi  and  it  is  defired^  that  the  waggons 
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and  veflels  employed  to  come  to  carry  away  the  goods 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Bofton,  may  bring  the  efFefts  of 
thofe  who  are  defirous  to  leave  the  country,  they  paying 
half  the  charge." 

Doftor  Warren  has  this  day  written  to  general  Gage,  t6 

"SIR, 

THE  unhappy  fituation  into  which  this  colony  is 
thrown,  gives  the  greateft  uneafinefs  to  every  man,  who 
regards  the  welfare  of  the  empire,  or  feels  for  the  diftrefles 
of  his  fellow  men  -,  but  even  now  much  may  be  done  to 
alleviate  thofe  misfortunes  which  cannot  be  entirely  re- 
medied ;  and  I  think  it  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  us, 
that  our  conduft  be  fuch>  as  that  the  contending  parses 
may  entirely  rely  upon  th^  honor  and  integrity  pf  each 
other,  for  the  punftu^  performance  of  any  agreement 
that  fhall  be  made  between  them.  Your  excellency,  I 
believe,  knows  very  well  the  part  I  have  taken  in  public 
affairs.  I  ever  fcorned  difguife.  I  think  I  have  done 
my  duty ;  fome  may  think  otherwife :  but  be  affured. 
Sir,  as  far  as  my  influence  goes,  every  thing,  which  can 
feafonably  be  required  of  us  to  do,  fhall  be  done;  and 
every  thing  promifed  fhall  be  religioufly.perfornried.  I 
fhould  now  be  very  glad  to  know  from  you.  Sir,  how 
many  days  you  defire  may  be  allowed  for  fuch  as  defire 
to  remove  to  Bofton  with  their  efFefts,  and  what  time 
you  will  allow  the  people  in  Bofton  for  their  removal. 
When  I  have  received  the  information,  I  will  repair  to 
congrefs,  and  haften  as  far  as  I  am  able  the  ifTuing  a  ^ 
proclamation.  I  beg  leave  to  fuggeft,  that  the  condi- 
tion of  admitting  only  thirty  waggons  at  a  time  into  the 
town,  appears  to  me  yery  inconvenient,  and  will  pre- 
vent 
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vent  the  good  efieds  of  a  proclamation  ititttided  lobe 
iiTued  for  encouraging  aU  waggoners  to  aflifl:  in  Ttmaving 
the  effedbs  from  Bofton  with  all  poffible  ipeecL  If  ytwr 
excellency  will  be  pleafed  to  take  the  matter  into  coii- 
fideration,  and  faVor  me  as  foon  as  may  be  wi^  an 
anfwer,  it  will  lay  me  under  a  great  obligationj  as  it  fo 
'  nearly  concerns  the  welfare  of  my  friends  in-  Bc»lbB.  I 
have  many  things  which  I  wilh  to  fay  t»  yoor.  ezcd- 
kncy,  and  mdt  fincerely  wi(fa  I.  had  brdken  tiuaof^ 
the  formalities  which  I  thought  due  to  your  rank,  and 
freely  had  tdd  you  ail  I  knew  or  thought  of  pi;ft)Uc  af* 
fairs,  and 'I  muft  ever  confefs,  whatever  may  be  die 
event,  that  you  generoufly  gave  me  &ch  opemi^.as  I 
now  think  I  ought  to  have  embraced  f  bui  die  true 
caufe  of  my  not  doing  it,  was  the  knowlei^  I  had  of 
the  vilenefs  and  treachery  of  many  perfbns  araaod  ybu, 
who  I  fuppofe  had  gained  your  entire  co^pdeact*.  ^ 

I  am,  ^c.  ftc.'*' 

The  committee  of  fafety  have  fentletters  toRhodelflaui' 
and  Connecticut,  importuning  immediate  alfii^uMei  and 
that  as  large  a  number  of  troq>s  as  can  be  £pmd^  inay 
be  immediately  marched  forward,  well  ftockedvithpRK 
vifions  and  ammunition,  and  accompanied' widir:aabB]gp 
a  train  of  artillery  as  can  be  granted.'  They 
their  determination,  at  all  events,  to  b&  their 
firmnefs  and  intrepidity,  knowing  that  fiavery  is  iir 
worfe  than  death.  .  ^     . 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  iittq  the  i^ 
mages  done  on  the  19th  at  Cambridge,  Lejcingteftaad 
Concord,  have  reported  that  by  fire,  robbery  ami  Je* 
(Irufbion,  the  fame  are  as  follows :  at  Qambyiji^  .5»i  I, 
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16s.  5d.  I;  at  Lexington^  1320I.  16 s.  od  };  and  at 
Concord  206 1.  2s.  5d.  i^  in  all  2428!  14s.  iid.  | 
fterling.  The  parties  exhibited  their  accounts  e»  oathi 
and  the  greatcft  care  was  taken^  that  the  ilate  of  die  dai- 
mages  might  be  juft.  -  v 

My  friend  Quincy  has  facrificed  his  life  for  thfe  fake 
of  his  country.  The  fhip  in  which  he  failed,  mived 
at  Cape  Anne  within  thefe  two  days :  but  he  lived  not 
to  get  on  fhore,  or  to  hear  and  triimiph  at  the  acGOunt 
i  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  Lexington  eng^ment.  His  re* 
mains  will  be  honorably  interred  by  his  relaEdoms*  Uct 
him  be  numbered  with  the  patriotic  heroes,  ^o  fidl  m 
the  caufe  of  liberty ;  and  his  memory  be  dear  to  pofts- 
rity.  Let  his  only  furviving  child,  a  ion  of  about  Arcc 
years,  live  to  poflefs  hi»  noble  -virtues,  and  to  traiifinit  - 
his  name  down  to  future  generadbns;  You  hdvd  mf 
warmed  aclqpowledgments  for  your  M  mamifmpt;  ^See 
L  that  you  embrace  evtry  feife  opportunity  of  continuing 
your  correfpondence  3  you  will  find  me  in  that  line  rf 
conduft. 

The  fupremc  power  now  extwt  iif  the  Maffidhn^N^ 
has  given  their  fif^  navai  comnniffioii  to  eaptam  ^t% 
Derly  of  Salem,  who  is  ineruited  by  ^  prcrvihcidhaM-: 
^refs  with  diipfKr^hxrs  for  Dr.  Franklin,  omtsiiiifinj^  jtti 
account  of  the  Le^k^ton  fi^^  and  an  addre&  -to'jdie 
inhabitants  of  Great  Britain.  He  fails  wifhoiit  dK^. 
In  the  addrefe-ilie'  con^efe  pro^eg-  to  place  rhttth  dc*^ 
pendence  on  the  honor,  wifdom  and  valor  of  .Bf^Mit^,'  ' 
}  from  which  they  hope  for  thdr  interference  in  p'rcvcnt- 
;:  ing  the  profecution  of  prefent  nieafur^.  They  make 
j  great  profeffions  of  loyalty :  but  declare,  that  they  will 
b  not  tamely  fubmit  to  the  pcrfecution  a|id  tyraqny  of  a 
;  4  cruel 
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cruel  miniftry ;  and  that  tliey  arc  determined  to  die  or 
be  free-  They  appeal  to  Heaven  forthe  juftice  of  their 
paufe.  Should  not  an  accommodation  take  place.  Heaven 

muft  grant  them  its  fpccial  protedionj  or  they  will  be 
crufhed  before  the  power  of  Britainj  notwithftanding  all 
that  tlie  other  colonies  can  do  for   them ;  unlefs   the 
officers^  who  are  employed  againft  them,  are   not  fup^ 
plied  with  an  adequate  force,  or  are  wretcliedly  defeftive 
in  courage,  inclinatiorii  activity,  prudence,  or  other  mi^ 
litary   abilities:  or  unlefs  fome  foreign  power^  for  its 
own  intereft  and  to  ifijure  the  parent  ftate,  takes  them 
by  the   hand.     Their  military  ftores  are  fcarce  wortli 
mentioning-     They  reckon  upon  fixteen   field  pieces. 
It  is  well  if  fix  of  them  ^e  calculated  for  much  aftiial 
fervice.     There  are  four  brafs  ones,  of  a  fmal]  fize,  thaij 
may  anfwer  a  good  purpofc-     They  have  a  few  large 
iron  cannon,  two  or  daree  mortars  and  howkzers,  cannoa  j 
ball,  and  ihells;   but  they  have  only  eighty-two  halfi 
barrels  of  powder  belonging  to  the  public  ft  ore  ;  moft 
towns  have  a  fmall  quantity,  that  however  will  be  foou 
cxhaufted.     Confidering  what  ought  to  be  the  cale,  to 
warrant  a  reafonable  expe(5tation  of  fuccefsj  in  a  military 
conteft  with  a  nation  that  abounds  in  all  the  apparatus 
of  war,  they  may  be  pronounced  deftitute  of  every  ar^ 
tide  but  men ;  and,  though  thefe  are  not  wanting 
natural  courage,  it  wilt  take  a  confiderable  time  to  mzV 
them  thorough  good  foldiers.    They  have  neither  money  ^ 
nor  magazines* 
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LETTER      XIIL 


London^  June  12,  1775. 

'TP  H  E  reftraining  and  fifhery  bill  dici  not  pafs  through 
-*-  the  houfe  of  lords  with  lefs  oppofltion  than  what 
it  had  met  with  in  the  houfe  of  commons.  Upon  the 
motion  for  committing  it  after  the  fecond  reading,  the 
marquis  of  Rockingham  oppofed  it  with  great  ability; 
and  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech  ftiowed,  that  in  1704 
the  whole  amount  of  the  exports  to  the  New  England 
colonies  was  only  about  70,000!.  annually;  that  in  1754 
it  had  arifen  to  1 80,000 1.  in  the  fucceeding  ten  years  to 
400,000 1.  and  in  the  laft  ten  years  had  nearly  doubled 
that  fum. 

The  bill  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  more  than  three 
to  one  ;  but  was  produftive  of  a  proteft,  figned  by  fijs;- 
teen  lords.  It  is  particularly  diftinguiflied,  by^thefeverc 
cenfure  pafled  upon  a  lord  high  in  office,  who  in  the 
late  debates,  moft  unadvifcdly  threw  out  a  charge  of 
general  cowardice  againft  the  Americans. 

The  fifliery  bill  had  fcarccly  cleared  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, when  I/ord  North  brought  in  another^  *'  Tomj 
reftrain  the  trade  and  commercq  of  the  colonies  of  New  9- 
Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  South 
Carolina,  to  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  Britifh  iflands 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  under  certain  conditions  and. limi- 
tations."    While  this  bill  was  in  agitation,  a  long  feries 
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of  evidence,    in   behalf  of  the  Weft  India  merchants 

and  planters,  was  laid  before  the  houfe.     It  appeared,^ 
that  upon   a  very  moderate  computation^    rlie  capit; 
in  the   Weft  India  iflands^  confifting  of  lands,    build- 
ingSj  negroes,  and  ftock  of  all  kindsj  did  not  amount 
to  iefs    than   fixty   millions    fterlingi    that    their    ex- 
ports of  late  years  to  Britain,  ran  to  about  190^000' 
hogftieads  and  puncheons  of  fiigar  and  rum  annually  j^ 
amoundng  m  weight  to  95^000  tonSj  and  in  value  about 
4,ooOjOcx?h  exclufive  of  a  great  number  of  fmallcr  ar-i 
ticlcb,  and  of  their  very  great  export  to  North  America; " 
that  their  grouTh  was  fo  rapid^    and  improvement  (o 
great,  that  vyithin  a  few  years,  their  export  of  fugar  to^ 
this  kingdom  was  increaled  40,000  hoglhcads  annually, 
amounting  to  about  8 00,000 L  in  value.     The  probabi- 
lity was  apparent,  that  more  than  half  of  the  capital  of 
6o,ooo,oool.  was  either  the  imnnediace  property  of  per 
fons  refident  in  this  country^  or  owing  to  them^  and' 
alfo  that  the  revenue  gained  above  700,0001,  a  year  upoit^ 
the  direft  Weft  India  trade,  exclufive  of  its  eventual- 
and  circuitous  products,  and  of  the  African  n^ade, 
20,         Mr-  Burke  made  a  number  of  conciliatory  propofi- 
tions  with  refpeft  to  tlie  colonies,  contained  in  a  fet  of 
refolutions,  which  he  accompanied  and  elucidated  by 
celebrated  Ipeech.     He  traced  that  unconquerable  fpirit! 
of  freedom,  that  violent  paffion  for  liberty,  by  which 
the  coionifts  are  diftinguifticd  from  all  other  people  of 
the  world,  from  the  fources  of  their  defcent,  educationj 
manners^  religious  principles,  forms  of  government,  am 
diftance  from  the  head  of  the  empire.     He  made  it  h] 
pear,  that  the  whole  exports  to  North  America,  the 
m^s       Weft  Indies  and  Africa^  in  1704,  (from  England 
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muft  be,  for  the  union  of  the  two  kingdonns  had  not 
then  taken  place)  amounted  only  in  value  to  569,930!. 
but  the  comparative  value  of  money  at  that  period  was 
much  greater  than  at  piefent.     In  1772,  the  exports 
from  Great  Britain  to  the  fame  places,  amounted  at  a 
medium,  to  no  lefs  than  6,024,171 1.     He  alfo  {bowed, 
that  the  whole  exprt  trade  of  England,  including  th^ 
to  the  colonies,  amounted  in  1704,  only  to  6,509,000!. 
Tlius  the  trade  to  the  colonics  alone  was,  in  1772,  within- 
Icfs  than  half  a  million  of  being  equal  to  what  was  car- 
ried on  by  England  with  the  whole  world,  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  prefent  century.     However  aftonifhing 
this  general  increafe  of  the  whole  colonies  may  appear, 
the  growth  of  the  province  of  Pennfylvania  is  ftill  more 
extraordinary.     In  1704,  the  whole  exports  to  sthat  co- 
lony amounted  to  no  more  than  11,4591.  and  in  1772, 
they  were  rifen  to  507,909!.  being  nearly  fifty  tunes 
the  original  demand,   and  almoft  equal  to  the  v/holc 
colony   export   at  the    firft  period.      This  aftonifhing 
growth  of  the  colonies,  within  litde  more  than  half  a 
century,  and  the  prodigious  ihare  they  contribute  to  our 
greatnefs,  makes  them  a  matter  of  the  firft  importance 
to  ourfelves,  and  muft  excite  the  admiration  of  future 
ages. 

The  previous  queftion  was  moved  on  the  firft  pro- 
pofition,  and  carried  by  270  to  78  ;  and  thus  ended  the 
bufinefs. 

But  the  ill  fuccefs  which  has  attended  all  conciliatory 
propofitions  hitherto,  excepting  thofc  which  have  ori- 
ginated from  government,  did  not  deter  Mr.  Hardey^y. 
from  making  a  fimilar  attempt.     The  motion  however 
was  rcjcftcd  without  a  divifion. 

During 
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During  the  progrefs  of  the  fecond  reftraining  bill,  m 
additional  claiife  was  moved  for  by  the  minifter>  whereby 
the  counties  of  Newcaftlej  Kent  and  Sullcx  on  the  De- 
laware, were  included  in  the  prohibicions  of  that  bill, 
and  carried  without  a  divifion. 

While  thefe  matters ^cre  rranfaftingj  feveral  petitioi 
were  received  from  manufaSuring  towns  in  Britain  and 
Ireland  againft  the  coercive  a£l:s>     Some  counter-peti- 
tions were  alfo  received,  calling  for  an  enforcement  of 
the  laws  of  Britain,  as  the  only  means  of  preferving  a 
.  trade  with  the  colonies, .    Much  altercation  arofe  on  the 
truth  of  fafts  alleged  on  both  fidesj  as  well  as  on  the 
manner  of  obtaining  the  fignatures,  and  the  quality  of 
thofe  who  figned*     The  minority  infifted>  that  themoft 
who  ligned  the  war-petitions^  as  they  called  them>  were 
perfons  who  had  little  or  no  intcreft  in  the  American 
tradcj  but  of  that  defcription  of  warm  and  aftive  party- 
men  commonly  called  torics.     And  they  entered  into 
feveral  examinations  to  prove  the  truth  of  the  former 
part  of  their  aflertion.     This  produced  many  long  and 
hot  debates.      Other  petitions  were  prefented  to  the 
crown,  and  equally  difregarded :  one  from  jthe  Britiil> 
fctders  in  Canada  againft  the  Quebec  bill;  one  from 
the  quakers,  in  which  befidcs  endeavouring  to  diffufc 
the  influence  of  that  fpirit  of  peace,  which  is  the  pre* 
dominant  principle  in  their  religious  fyftem,   they  de- 
clared diemfelves  perfuaded,  that  there  are  not  in  his 
majefly's  extenfive  dominions^  fubjeits  more  loyalj  and- 
more  zealoufly  attached  to  his  royal  perfon,  his  family^ 
and  government^    than  in  the  provinces  of  America^ 
among  all  religious  denominations.     His  majeftv  how- 
crerj^  \ytnt  in  perfon  to  the  houfe^  and  gave  the  loyilB 
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affent  to  the  reftraining  and  fifliery  bill  in  the  ufual  form* 
In  this  feafon  of  public  difcontent,  when  the  minds  of 
all  were  agitated  on  one  fide  or  other,  the  city  of  Lcpr 
don,  not  difcouraged  by  the  fate  of  all  its  applications 
for  a  number  of  years  paft,  once  more  approached  the  I 
thi'one,   with  an  addrefe,    rembnftr^rijce  and  petition,  ^ 
upon  a  fubjed,  ^d  in  a  manner,  s|$  little  calqilated  to 
obtain  a  favorable  reception  as  any  of  the  preceding. 
In  this  jemonftrance  they  r^papitulated  the  whole  cata- 
logue of  American  grievances}  declared  their  abhor- 
rence of  the  meafures  which  had  beep  purfued,   and 
.  were  then  purfuing  j  and  juft^jfied  the  refift^nce  to  which 
the  Americans  had  been  driven,  upon  the  great  prin- 
ciples of  the  conftitution ;  "  aftuated  by  whichi"  ^tl^ 
faid,  "  at  the  glorious  period  of  the  rcvolutipn,  our  an- 
ceftorjs  transferred  the  imperial  crown  of  thefc  ijeakns  to. 
:  the  illuftrious  houfe  of  Brunfwicjc."    They  befeeched 
his  majefly  immediately  and  for  ever  to  difipif?  frpjn  his 
councils,  d^ofe  minifters  ai^d  advifers,  who  -had  bcfn  ^ 
the  bottom  of  the  preceding  meafures.     His  pii^efl^. 
delivered  the  following  anfwer,  *'  It  is,  with  the  ijtipcfU; 
.  aftoniihment,  that  I  find  any  of  my  fubjedls  Cd^^^ql 
encouraging  the  rebellious  difpoQ^on,  which  unhappy 
exifts  in  my  colonies,  in  North  America.     I^avipg  /Cfli- 
'  tire  confidence  in  the  wifdom  of  my  parliapapn^   tfeg 
great  council  of  the  nation,  I  will  fte^iiy  purfuf  jhp^ 
meafures  which  they  have  recommended  for  thp  fuppprt 
of  the  conftitutional  rights  of  Great  Brijfain,  and  the  pio- 
teftion  of  the  commercial  rights  of  my  kingdqw/*  ...    .^, 
'..      The  earl  of  Effingham  has  uniformly  pppofed  ,the 
I  whole  fyftem  of  meafures  purfu?d  againft  the  Ameri- 
t  cans  y  and  finding  that  the  regimept  in  which  he  ferv^ 
':       Vol.  L        -  K  k  .was 
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was  at  length  deftined  for  America,  and  thinking  it  in- 
confiftent  with  his  charafter,  and  beneath  his  dignity^  to 
enforce  meafures  with  his  fwordj  which  he  had  lb  utterly^ 
12.     condemned  in  his  legiflative  capacity,  he  wrote  a  letter 
of  refignation  to  the  fecretary  of  wan     In   it  he  deeply 
regretted  his  being  neceflltated  to  quit  the  military  pro- 
feflion  i   but  faid,    *'  I  cannot^  without  reproach  from 
my  own  confcicnce,  confent  to  bear  arms  againfl:  my 
fellow  fubjedls  inAmerica^  in  what^  to  my  difcernmentj 
is  not  a  clear  caufe/'     Pity  that  it  is  not  a  point  of  honor 
with  all  military  officers^  to  confider  the  merits  of  die 
caiife  wherein  their   fwords  are  to  be   employed,  and 
.  when  they  are  not  fatisfied  in  their  own  judgments,  to 
praftife  as  the  noble  earl  has  done.     Such   a  point  of 
honor  might  hinder  many  a  wan  ^ 

The  Britifh  ambaflador  at  the  Hague  applied  "to  the 
flates  to  forbid  their  fubjefts  fupplying  the  Americans 
with  armsj  ammunition,  gunpowder,  &c,  and  they  by 
proclamation  prohibited  the  exportation  of  all  fuch  ar- 
ticles, in  Dutch  or  foreign  Hiips,  from  any  of  their  do^ 
minions,  without  Hcence,  on  penalty  of  forfeiting  about 
90 1-  fterling.  Judge,  whether  the  profits  of  the  voyage 
will  not  be  fo  great  as  to  make  it  wordi  the  merchants 
while  td  run  the  rilk  of  that  fum.  Let  the  American 
vefifels  repair  to  Holland,  and  the  Dutch  will  fumilh 
them  with  gunpowder  in  large  glafs  bottles  of  feveral 
gallons  dimenfion,  under  the  notion  of  fpirits  or  liquor 
of  one  kind  or  other*-  France  was  alio  apphed  to* 
and  could  have  crulhed  all  alEftance,  by  exprefs  prolii- 
bition ;  but  only  told  her  fubjefts,  that  if  they  aftbrdcd 
any,  it  was  at  their  own  rifle,  tantamount  to^if  yoa 

f  Tlii*  was  prii^ifci. 
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will  venture  you  may.     Spain  roundly  refufed  giving 
the  leaft  hinderance  to  her  fubjefts. 

His  majefty  went  to  the  houfe  of  peers,  and  gave  the  i 
royal  aflent  to  the  bill  for  reftraining  the  trade  of  New 
Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  &c.  Thus  the  probability  of  the 
colonies  dividing  from  each  other  is  leffened,  and  their 
union  becomes  more  eftablifhed.  Some  future  proceedr- 
ings  in  the  provinces  of  New  York  and  North  Caro- 
lina, will  be  likely  to  confolidate  the  whole  continent. 

The  American  fifheries  being  now  abolifhed,  mea- 
fiires  were  neceflary  to  fupply  their  place,  and  to  guard 
againft  the  confequences  of  the  foreign  markets,  either 
changing  the  courfe  of  confumption,  or  falling  into  the 
hands  of  ftrangers.  It  was  alfo  expedient  to  pay  a 
greater  attention  to  the  interefts  of  Ireland,  than  what 
had  been  praftifed  for  many  years.  The  minifter  there- 
fore moved  for  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe  to  con-  2: 
fider  of  the  encouragement  proper  to  be  given  to  the 
fidieries  of  Britain  and  Ireland.  The  committee  in  its 
progrefs  granted  feveral  bounties  to  the  fhips  of  Britain 
and  Ireland,  for  their  encouragement  in  profecuting  the 
Nev/foundland  fifhery;  and  two  refolutions  were  intro- 
duced and  paffed  in  favor  of  the  latter  kingdom.  Com- 
plaints however  were  made,  that  claufes  were  jnfidioufly 
ftolen  into  the  aft  to  prevent  its  operating,  in  any  confi- 
derable  extent.  The  committee  agreed  alfo  to  the 
granting  of  bounties  for  encouraging  the  whale  fifhery, 
and  to  take  off  the  duties  payable  upon  the  importatioa 
of  oil,  blubber,  and  bone  from  Newfoundland,  &c. 
and  on  the  importation  of  feal  fkins. 

Miniftry  have  not  confined  themfelves  to  the  making  _ 
pi  laws;  they  have  alfo  fent  out  againft  the  Americans, 

K  k  2  generals 
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generals  Howe,   Clinton  and  Burgoynef,   in   the  Cer- 
28.     berus.  The  tranfports  with  troops  to  re-enforce  governor 

Gage,  failed  a  week  after  from  Corke. 
May  Toward  the  clofe  of  the  feflion,  Mr.  Burke  acquainted 
'^'  the  houfe,  with  his  having  received  a  paper  of  great  inl- 
portance  from  the  general  affembly  of  New  York.  He 
obferved,  that  it  was  a  complaint,  in  the  fomn  of  a  re- 
monftrance,  of  feveral  afts  of  parliament,  fomc  of  which 
they  affirmed,  had  eftablifhed  principles,  and  others 
had  made  regulations,  fubverfive  of  the  rights  of  Eng- 
iilh  fubjefts.  He  afterward  moved,  that  it  might  be 
brought  up.  The  minifter  immediately  moved  an 
amendment,  which  proved  an  indiredt  but  eSefhial  ne- 
gative upon  Mr.  Burke's  motion.  The  amendment  was 
carried  by  a  majority  of  186  to  67  j  the  queftion  being 
then  put  upon  the  amended  motion,  it  was  rejeded 
without  a  divifion.,  The  NewYork  memorial  tx>  the  lords 
was  brought  in  by  the  duke  of  Manchefter,  who  moved 
for  its  being  read.  After  fome  altercation  the  queftion 
was  called  for,  and  upon  a  divifion  the  motion  was  re- 
jefted  by  a  majority  of  45  againft  25.  The  pedtion  to 
the  king  was  received,  but  the  prayer  of  the  pedtionen 
was  not  granted.  Such  is  the  fate  of  the  applications 
made  by  the  general  affembly  of  New  York,  for  a  re* 
drefs  of  their  fuppofed  grievances.  It  nruft  tend  to 
widen  the  breach  between  Britain  and  the  colonies. 
ay.  Lord  Camden  prefented  a  petition  to  the  houftof 
lords  from  the  Britifh  inhabitants  of  the  province  of 
Quebec,  in  which  they  dated  their  grievances,  and  im- 
plored their  lordlhips  favorable  interpolidon,  that  the 
Quebec-^a  might  be  repealed  or  amended,  and  that 
they  might  enjoy  their  conftitutional  rights,  priyfleges, 
4  and 
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and  franchifes.     His  lordfhip,  after  expatiating  on  the 

evils  of  the  aft,  propoFed  i  bill,  which  was  read,  for 

the  repeal  of  the  late  aft.     This  meafure  was  ftrongly 

oppofed  by  adminiftration,  and  a  motion  was  made  by 

!    lord  Dartmouth,  that  the  bill  be  rejefted,  which  was 

'  carried  by  a  majority  of  fixty  out  of  eighty-eight,  thtfre 

t'  being  only  "twenty-ei^t  lords  who  fupported  die  bifl. 

F  Much  cenfure  having  been  expreffcd  or  imjdied,  bddi 

A-  within  doors  and  without,  relative  to  the  whole  conduft 

I  •  of  the  bifhops  in  the  Canada  tranfaftion,  the  reverend 

^  father  of  that  bench,    flood  up  during  the  debate-  to 

juftify  the  Quebec-aft,  fo  far  ais  it  related  to  rdi^OHS^ 

\  matters,  which  he  did  upon  the  principles  of  toleratidii^ 

the  faith  of  the  capitulation,  and  the  terms  of  the  dcfi-  . 
>  nitive  treaty  of  peace ;  but  many  were  far  from  feing 
convinced,  that  thefe  principles  required  fuch  a  foil  and 
perfeft  eftablilhnient  of  the  popilh  religion,  as  is"  grant-^ 
ed  by  the  aft  itfelf. 

Sir  George  Saville  prefented  to  the  houfe  of  conlmonsyi  8# 
another  petition  from  the  fame  inhabitants  of  Qjjcbec, 
in  which  among  other  diings,  they  reprefented  with  too. 
much  truth,  that  the  petition  to  his  majefty,   in  die 
name  of  all  the  French  inhaibitants  of  that  proviiide^ 
and  upon  which  the  late  law  had  been  avowedly  fbuiid- 
I    ed,  was  not  fairly  obtained,    and  had  neither  r«ctivbd 
If   the  concurrence  of  the  people  in  general,  nor  ei^  beeii 
I'   communicated  to  them,  but  had  been  carried  tlbbv/t  in. 
I    a  fecret  manner,  and  figned  by  a  few  of  the  nobl€fl^'      , 
[    advocates,   and  others,  who  were  in  their  confidchc©,- 
They  affirmed  that  the  inhabitants  in  general  were  as 
J    much  alarmed  as  themfelves,  at  the  introduftion  of  the 
■ '  Canadian  laws.    They  concluded  by  praying,  that  the 

faid 
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laid  a6t  might  be  repealed  or  amended.  Sir  George. 
examined  and  laid  open  the  weak  or  obnoxious  parts  of 
the  a6t,  and  threw  new  light  even  upon  thofe  which  had 
already  undergone  the  higheft  degree  of  colourings  and 
then  concluded  his  fpeech  with  moving  for  a  reped  of 
the  late  aft  for  the  better  government  of  the  province 
of  Quebec.  Confiderable  debates  enfued,  in  the  courfe 
of  which  the  minifter  avowed  his  intention,  if  it  (hould 
become  neceffary,  of  arming  the  Canadians  againft  the 
other  colonies.  But  he  declared  his  firm  perfuafion, 
that  the  troubles  in  America,  would  be  fpeedily  and 
happily  fettled  without  bloodfhed.  Notwithftanding 
this  declaration  it  was  whifpered,  that  he  was  uneafy, 
and  from  what  general  Gage  wrote  laft,  dreaded  the 
news  by  the  April  packet.  For  fome,  who  profeflcd 
to  have  the  beft  information,  afferted  that  orders  were 
fent  to  apprehend  Meflrs.  Cufhing,  Samuel  Adams, 
Hancock  and  others,  and  to  tranfport  them  to  Great 
Britain ;  and  that  the  receipt  of  thefe  orders  had  been 
acknowledged;  but  that  fecond  orders  had  been  dif- 
patched  to  hang  them  at  Bofton.  Sir  George  SaviUe's 
motion  was  rejefted  by  a  majority  of  more  than  two  to 
one,  the  numbers  being  174  to  86. 
26.  The  fpeaker,  when  he  prefented  the  money  bills  for 
the  royal  aflent,  gave  an  aflurance.  in  hb  fpeech  to  his 
majefty,  that  if  the  Americans  perfifted  in  their  relblu- 
tions,  and  the  fword  muft  be  drawn,  the  commons  would 
do  every  thing  in  their  power  to  maintain  and  ilipport 
the  fupremacy  of  this  legiflature. 

The  king  gave  his  royal  affent  to  the  fevend  bills, 
both  public  and  private,  which  renniaincd  to  bc  paflcd 

jnto 
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into  afts ;  and  plofed  the  feflion  by  a  fpccch  from  the 
\  throne,  in  which^  expreffcd  the  moft  pcrfcft  fadsfac-* 
?  tion  in  the  conduft  of  the  parliament,  during  the  courfe 
I  of  their  feffion;  and  his  perfuafion,  that  the  moft  lalu- 
tary  effefts  miuft,  in  the  end,  refult  from  meafures  form- 
ed arid  conduced  on  fuch  principles,  as  thofe  on  which 
they  had  afted.  A  favorable  reprefentation  was  made 
of  the  pacific  difpofition  of  other  powers,  and  the  ufual 
affurance  given  of  endeavouring  to  fecure  the  public 
tranquillity. 

Captain  Derby  arrived  with  his  difpjitches.  for  •  Dn  * 
Franklin,  got  to  London  in  the  evening,  and  delivered 
them  to  Dr.  Lee,  as  the  other  agent  had  left  the  coun- 
try. The  circulated  accounts  of  the  afldon  were  vague ; 
it  was  plain  however,  that  the  troops  had  been  worfted ; 
and  that  government  feared  it,  though  they  difclaimcd 
[  all  knowledge  of  what  had  happened.-  •      ^  >■ 

The  Sukey,  captain  Brown,  though  fhe  failed. four 
days  before  captain  Derby's  veffel,  did  not  arrive  till  j 
the  ninth  of  June  with  general  Gage's  dilpatches/    The  9 
Gazette  has  given  us  the  governmental  account  of  the 
Lexington  engagement.      From  the  praifes  beftowed 
upon  officers  and  men  for  their  adti^ity  and  bravery^  it 
is  evident,  that  the  Americans  madq  the  bufi|ie&Qf  the  * 
day  a  hard,  difficult  and  dangerous  fervicc  to  therii. 
The  nation  in  general  is  not  fo  fhocked  with  this  tranf- 
aftion,  as  the  infiportance  of  it  requires.     It  was  a  fatal, 
miftake  to  fend  foldiers  inftead  of  fhipping ;  and  no  Icfs 
fo  to  order  them  to  Bofton,   mftead  of  planting  dicm 
in  New  York  (where  government  has  a  ftrong  intcrcft) 
and  fecuring  a  fortified  line  of  communication.. from 

thence 
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thence  to  Canada,  with  which  to  diwidc  the  fiimfaem 
from  the  New  England  colonies.       ft 

Six  more  regiments  of  foot  have  received-  orders  fi> 
hold  themfelves  in  readinefs  to  embark  for  America. 
They  are  encouraged  by  an  expe£kation,  into  which  they 
are  drawn  by  the  informations  given  them,  o£  pofleffiog 
farms  and  other  confifcated  property. 


The  End  of  the  First  Volume. 


ERRATA. 

ra;;e  67,  line  12,  read,  proprietary,  the  burgeffis-and  tho&  fireemen. 
P.  120,  dele  the  fide  date  1753.  P.  121,  1.  iz,  add  on  the  fidtf 
1753.  L.  25, />rfat,  read  fet.  P.  135;,  1.  24,  read  was  to  he 
made.  P.  140,  1.  16  and  17,  read  Bamttablc  in  BamflaWc  county. 
r.  144,  I.  8,  read  engaged.  P.  183,  1.  28,  read  hefet.  P.  197, 
J.  1 2,  injert—^x.  the  end.     P.  31 8,  1.  2,  read  with  that  ainaziiig. 

'Jhe  reader  is  dcfired  to  corre^  the  above  noted,  errors,  and  candidlf 
ro  excufc  what  other  t>:pographical  ones  have  efcaped  obfervadoiu 


